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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION.

-

TeE object of the author in sending forth this small
volume, is to afford, in a compendious form, a short ac-
count of every place in the Holy Land mentioned in
Beripture, of which the site has been more or less satis-
factorily identified. The work is especially intended for
such as have neither time nor opportunity to refer to
larger treatises on the geography of Palestine. In order,
therefore, to keep the volume within the preseribed limits,
all disquisitions on the reasoms for the determination of
the various sites have as much as possible been avoided,
and the writer has generally confined himself to the state-
ment of his conclusions, which have not been arrived
at without the most careful examination and weighing of
evidence. He does not, however, pretend to invariable
nccuracy, and he is fully aware that some of his deter-
minations may be called in question. Some mistakes
will probably be found, but in all cases he has availed
himself of the latest authorities, wherever his personal
investigations in the country have not reached.

The chapters have been arranged, and the places
described, in groups, according rather to the physical
geography of the country than to its political divisions.
But in most instances these are nearly idenfical, and the
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outlines of the tribal boundaries were generally guided by
the natural features of the land. The examination of the
country commences naturally with the south country of
Judah, the portion first touched after the Exodus from
Egypt, and which though now, through the researches
of Professor Palmer, accurately mapped, has been, until
within the last few months, a complete blank in our know-
ledge of Scripture geography.

The book of Joshua, ‘4¢he Domesday Book of Israel,”

is our best guide to the ancient topography, and every
name which there occurs has been referred to, mid, when
possible, identified. All other places which, omitted there,
are found in the subsequent sacred writers, have been also,
as far as possible, noticed and traced. Such has been the
marvellous persistency of the Semitic names, that after a
lapse of more than 8,800 years, wherever the land has
been carefully examined, scarce a single village, however
insignificant, is wanting in the modern Arabic nomencla-
ture ; and there is every reason to expect that the survey
now being carried out by the Palestine Exploration Fund
will restore to our knowledge, under its Arabic form, every
name of city, village, or hill which occurs in the inspired
history of the chosen people.
_ All research, whether topographical, physical, or archao.
logical, has uniformly illustrated the intense accuracy of
Old Testament history and description ; and the aamthor
can only pray that this little book may serve in the Bible
student’s hand, however humbly, to the advancement of
Scriptural knowledge and to the greater glory of God.

GREATHAM VIOARAGE,
27th December, 1871,



PREFACE TO NEW EDITION.

Tae three years which have elapsed since this little work
first passed through the press, have been by no means
barren of discoveries, topographical and archaological, in
the Holy Land.

Lieut. Conder, R.E., has been almost sontinuously occu-
pied in the detailed Survey, and M. Ganneau, on his
researches . in the mneighbourhood of Jerusalem, both
under the auspices of the Palestine Exploration Fund.
The writer has also had the opportunity of traversing the
Land of Moab, whert he has been able to identify various
sites, hitherto searcely known or only guessed at.

The results of all these recent additions to our topo-
graphical knowledge have been carefully incorporated in
the present edition, involving upwards of one hundred
additions to this little compendium. It has been a satis-
faction to find that the changes in the body of the work are
for the most part additions and not corrections. Among
the most interesting are the recoyery of the Great Altar of
Ed by Lieut. Conder, and of the site of Adullam.

Thus, step by step, is modern research setting forth
more and more distinctly the minute accuraey of God’s
Word in matters of detail, and shedding light upon the
framework in which its dogmatic revelations are contained.

Te» CoLLEGE, DURHAN,
18th May, 1875,
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—
CHAPTER I.

THE WILDERNESS, AND THE NEGEB, OR SOUTH COUNTRY.
The going up out of Egypt—Desert of Tih—Wilderness of Paran—Hazeroth—
Kadesh Barnea—A4in Gadis—Eshcol—Beer-lahai-roi—Hagar's Well—Rithmah
—H \h— Zephath—Ak Eboda—Adar—Hezron—River of Egypt—
Wady el Arish—South Country, or Negeb—Negeb of Kenites—of Judah—of
Philistines — Gerar — 8itnah — Tribe of 8imeon — Rehoboth—RuAeibeh—De~
scription of the South Country —Kabzeel — Kenites — Kinah — Dimonah—
Ararah — Ziph — Telem — Bealoth — Hadattah — Kerioth-Hesron — Shema —
Moladah —Wells — Hazor-Gaddah — Heshmon — Hazor-Shuah—Beersheba—

Azim—El Tolad—Chesil—Ziklag—8hilhim—Ain-Rimmon.

TaE consideration of the topography of the Holy Land,
or, as it was called before the conquest by Joshua, the
Land of Canaan, the modern Palestine, may best be
commenced from the southern extremity, the point first
touched by the Israelites, within a few months of their

exodus from Egypt when they attempted their unsuccess-
ful advance from Kadesh Barnea. ) '
~ The passage from Egypt is frequently spoken of as the
¢¢ going up "’ out of Egypt. In order to understand how
strictly accurate is the term, we must remember that,
after leaving Sinai and traversing the Desert of the Wan-
derings, or the ‘“Tih,” in a northerly direction, the low
ranges of hills which are successively reached, present the
appearance of a succession of gigantic terraces, or steps,
running from east to west. These&are formed by the

3 47




2 BIBLE PLACES.

gradual expansion and depression of the great mountain
range of the Lebanon, which, as it rans down between the
Mediterranean and the Jordan Valley, forms successively
the mountain region of Galilee, the hill country of Samaria,
and the hill country of Judea. Extending from Hebron,
it spreads over the south country, widening as it is traced
southward, as if the hills had been pressed down to the
east and west, and' exhibiting no eeniral crest like that
which forms the watershed from Lebanon to' Hebron.

In travelling northwards from Sinai, there is a graduated
ascent through the Wilderness of the Wanderings, now
called the Desert of Et.Tih, dykes of porphyry separating
the pink granite region of the Sinaitic range from the sand-
stone distriet, into which we rise over the Jebel et Tih, a
long limestone range running east and west, and which
gradually shelves up into. the plateau of the same name.
A similar range of limestone ridges, with the same general
direction, forms the boundary between the Tih and the
“Negeb,” or-south country of Judah. But this range is
much less regular in its outline than the frontier ridge
south of the plateau, and forms a vast bay receding north-
wards in the centre. All along the edge of ‘this ridge. the
eou.ntry for many miles, a8 it sinks into the true Desert;
is now sterife and barren, yet not utterly desolate. It
presents traces of a primeval race of inhabitants, probably
the Amalekites, in the cairns and stone huts which have
. been explored and described very recently by Messrs.
Holland and Palmer.

The arc which forms the northern bounda.ry of the Desert
may be said to spring from the western side of the Wady
~ Arabah, opposite to Petra, thence winding in a north«
westerly direction nearly to Bebaita, the ancient Hormah,
and then-curves o the somth-west to the Wady el Arish
due west of Petra. Into this bay of the wilderness the
ehildren of Israel wounld seem to have marehed at an early
period of their wanderings. - The western face of this
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platean-was that ¢ mountain of the Amorites” spoken of
by Moses as the southern limit of the. Land of Promise:
# We came to Hadesh Barnea. And I said unto you, Ye
are eome unto the mountain of the Amorites, which the
Lord our God doth give unto us "’ (Deut. i. 19, 20).

The desert plain south and east of this waa the Wilder-
ness of Paran, which commenced where the Wilderness of
Sinai ended, t.e., it was the limestone region now known
a8 the Desert of Tih. To the north and east of this the

_Wilderness of Zin gradually sloped towards the Arabah
and Dead Sea. The northern barrier of the Desert of
Paran or Tih, which forms the terrace of the *“ Negeb ™
or south country of Judah, is well deseribed by Williams,
a8 ¢ a gigantie natural rampart of lofty mountains, which
we could trace for meny miles east and west of the spot
on which we stood, whose precipitous promontories of
paked rock, forming, as it were, bastions of Cyelopean
srehitecture, jutted forth in irregular masses from the
mountain barrier into the southern wilderness, & con-
fused chaos of chalk.”” We ean well understand how,
with thig barrier in front of them, the children of Israel
always spoke of ¢ going up ”’ into Canaan.

. The whole of the range of steppes lying to thewestof
the Degert of Tih, though now arid and comparatively
barren, yields evidence of having once sustained a mnot
ineonsiderable population, From lat. 20° 80’ there are
continual traces of tombs, wells, forts, and other ruins.
It is worthy of remark that Mr, Palmer found at the
ruins of Contellet Garaiyeh, more than thirty miles south-
west of Kadesh Barnea, jars builf into walls, and frames,
with mortices, beams, &. Now all these old beams were
of shittim wood (seyal); and at the present day there is
but one solitary seyal tree in the whole Desert of Tih.
The face of the country must have been strangely changed
by the destruction of the timber.

From this spot, as we trave; north to the site of Kadesh

B
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Barnea, we are on the frontier line of the old -¢ south
country ” of Judah, the Negeb. It is a mountain region
with many groups of hills, among which the wadys or
valleys, that take their rise at the edge of the crest,
meander westward to the sea. These, of course, are much
more fertile than the open plain.

Along the edge here, with the Canaanites and Amorites
" watching them from the upper defiles, the Israelites
marched on their first direct journey from Sinai after
leaving Kibroth Hattaavah, and they abode at Hazeroth
(Numb. xi. 85). The word Hazeroth (the plural of Hazor)
simply means enclosures, or open, loose villages, the low
circles of stones, on which the Bedouins, to this day, are
in the habit of pitching their tents, when about to encamp
for a longer time than merely a few days. All along this
route there are great numbers of these Hazeroth or
ancient enclosures. They are always on a hill-side, or
in some sheltered spot, while the tombs or cairns are
invariably on the crest of a hill.

About twenty-five miles south of Kadesh these stone
circles are innumerable, and cover the whole Valley of
Mayin. Close to this, in another valley, are later ruins,
belonging doubtless to one of the unidentified cities of
Southern Judah, now called Lussan. The valley has been
terraced, and the water carefully regulated and distributed
through the enclosed patches of ground. It has been
inhabited in the Roman period ; and there yet remains
a house, with chambers, ecourtyard, and an archway
perfect.

From Lussan, a day’s journey brings us to Ain Gadis,
at the head of the Wady Gadis, the name being the exact
Arabic equivalent of the Hebrew Kadesh (i.c., a sacred
. city or separated place). It is just at the frontier of the
south country of Judab, of which it is the key strategically,
as its identification is the key topographically, to this part
of the history of the wanderings. It exactly answers to -
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the description of the Bible : the Israclites waiting, as it
were, on the threshold of the southern portion of the
Promised Land, and, from the evidence on all sides, we
may fairly conclude that the smrrounding country was
better supplied with water than it is now; and that it
was, therefore, at least as suitable for the encampment
of the Israelitish hosts as any spot in Sinai. There are
three springs which form shallow pools, one of them over-
flowing and producing a stream of water in the rainy
seagon ; its exact position is lat. 81° 84’, long. 40° 81,
and situated on the natural border of the eountry.

We are here on oné of the most interesting spots in
early Scripture history. It is first mentioned in Gen. xiv. 7,
in the account of the foray of Chedorlaomer, who crossed
from Seir, or Petra, to Kadesh, defeated the Amorites, and
then turned back to the north-east to Hazezon Tamar, or
Engedi, by the Dead Sea. The Horites, or Cave-men,
whom he smote, have left their traces, not only in Mount
8eir, but in many parts of the Wilderness of Paran, where
the cave-dwellings may still be distinetly traced, as Mr.
Holland has shown., It is next mentioned in Gen. xvi. 14,
as marking the situation of Hagar's Well, Beer-lahai-roi,
which lay between Kadesh and Bered, a site not yet satiss
factorily identified. Hence Joshua and Caleb, with their
companions, were sent to spy out the country, and hither
they returned with the grapes of Esheol and their report
of the land. Here broke out the murmuring; and here,
after those who had brought up an evil report died of the
plague, began the forty years’ penal wandering in the wil-
derness. Hence, stung with shame and sudden remorse, -
the people, against the exhortations of Moses and without
the presence of the Ark of the Covenant, went up against
the Amalekites and. the Canaanites, and were defeated and:
discomfited even unto Hormah. (Numb. xiv.). Hither
Israel returned after the rebellion of Korah; and here
Miriam died and was buried (Numb, xx. 1). '
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There is one objection to the identification of Ain Gadis
with Kadesh, and that is the fact of the spies having
brought grapes from Esheol, which has ordinarily been
placed close to Hebron, and is, therefore, far too distant
for the conveyance of grapes, especially by men travelling
cautiously as spies. But Mr. Palmer observes it is &
ocurious fact, that among the most striking characteristies
of the Negeb are miles of hill-sides and valleys, covered
with the small stone-heaps, in regular swathes, along which
the grapes were trained, and which still retain the name of
teleildt-el-‘anabor or grape-mounds.* Gadis, then, answers
every condition of the history. Israel had nothing but
the wilderness aronnd them and zo formidable hostile
peoples in their rear.

Turning west-north-west from Kadesh, we conis, at a
distance’of about fifteen miles, to Ain Muweileh, a spring,
in the valley at the foot of the mountains, which has, with
some reason, been identified with Beer-lakai-roi, Hagar's
Well. The slopes of the hills are covered with ruins, their
crests with eairns, and their sides studded with cave-
dwellings, and at the spot itself has evidently stood one of
¢ the cities of the south,” which has been inhabited down
to Christian times, as chapels and crosses painted on the
walls still remain. The Arabs have a tradition that Hagar
dwelt here ; which, if it be a mere legend, yet is interesting
as one of the oldest in & country which has hardly yet
been touched by strangers. We must not forget that it
was here too that Isass scjourned (Gen. xxiv. 62, xxv. 11),
both before and after the death of his father; and that in
the wide pastures below, between Kadesh and S8hur, Abra-
ham kept his flocks and herds.

Just below this is the Wady Erthama, or Rithma,
probably the very site of the Israclitish station of
Rithmah, corresponding to the first sojourn at Kadesh,
and near Hazeroth (Numb. xxxiii. 18); and where there

* Seo also “ Land of Israel,” p. 297. .

‘
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is: & remarkable rock, with a aprmg bursting forth at its
foot.

After the defbat of Ismel near Kadesh, wo are told
(Numb. xiv. 45) the Canaanites chased them unto FHormah,
Hormah. seems, with reason, identified with the ruing of
Bebaita, twenty-four miles north of Kadesh. It is on the
very northern extremity of the Wilderness of Paran. It
has been a place of importance down to the Christian
period, and contains very perfect. ruins of three churches,
with fresoo paintings still to be trased on an arehed niche
. in one of them. The houses are all of one type: small
arched chambers with niches here and there, and a litile

courtyard. Many of the walls stand from {wenty to twenty-
five foot high; and thers are more than twenty-five streets
or alleys plainly to be traced. Nearly every house has

.its well ; and they are also eonveniently placed .in all the
corners of the public places. The onter wall, or fortifica-

‘ tion, still remaing, and there are traces of an vlder and
very thiek wall oatside it, which onse sarrounded the town.
Burrounding the city for a condiderable distance may be
traced the onee well-kept and fraitful . gardens, when the
hills around were covered with orchards of pomegranates
and other fruits, and with terraces of colustering vines.
Neartheoéntteoftbcoityatandaaemgtom,
blockhouse, bmlt of ma.ssxve stone with arthes for its
several stories. :

Aboutthmmdn-halfmﬂunodh-weatoﬂhmshndsthe
rained fortress of El Méshrifeh, ¢.¢., the watch-tower, placed

on a moet commanding position on the top of a hill, pro-
tected by five large towers and the rocks on all sides.cut

[down in escarpments, with bastions. The masonry is very
solidandcompnot, and the blocks are of immense size.-
The walls are, for the most part, of unhewn stones. The
hills all round are covered with vine-terraees.and ruined.
enclosures for cultivation, and with wine-presses ; ahd every.
little gully is carefully. embanked and built. np with rnde
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masonry. Everywhere advantage has been taken of every
scrap of ground for agriculture. ’

Zephath snd Hormah have -always been considered
identical. ¢ Judah went with Simeon his brother, and
they slew the Cansanites that inhabited Zephath and
utterly destroyed it. And the name of the city was called
Hormah " (Judg. i. 17). ' Now Zephath signifies a watch-
tower, and, as has been said, El Meshrifeh exacily core
responds with this, both in its position and in the meaning
of the name. But Bebaita is the Arabic equivalent for
Zephath, May we not, therefore, understand the word
Zophath in its proper signification, and consider the
« ¢ity "’ as separate from the tower or fortress thus attacked
and destroyed ? The city, protected by so commanding a
fort, might well be spoken.of as the City of the Tower.
Probably, therefore, in El Meshrifeh we see the site of
Zephath itself, and in Sebaita that of the city of Zephath,
to which the Israelites, after their victory, gave the name
of Hormah. But as the Ishmaelite has, throngh all the
revolutions and vicissitudes of history, kept hovering in
the neighbourhood, he has preserved to this day, in his
vernacular, the old Canaanitish name of Zephath. This
was one of the towns of Simeon, whose possessions were
scattered among those of his brother Judah in the south
(Josh. xix. 1—9).

Having thus found the locality of Kadesh Barnea, we
are easily able to trace the southern frontier line of Judah
eastward (Josh. xv. 1—4). .It went ¢ even to the border
of Edom (Petra) ; the Wilderness of Zin southward was the
uttermost part of the south coast; and their south border
was from the shoré of the Salt Sea, from the bay (or
tongue) that looketh southward, It went out to the south
side to the going up to Akrabbim, and passed along
to Zin, and ascended up on the south side to Kadesh
Barnea.”

The southern bay of the Salt Sea is evidently the
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southern Ghor, or dead lével plain, which reaches twelve
miles to the mouths of Wadys Fikreh and Jeib, Here
it would join the frontier of Edom. Thence it trended
south-west (“‘ went out on the south side ”’) by the course
of the Wady Fikreh to the steep passes of Es Safah or
Akrabbim. Heneo the frontier touched the Wilderness
of Zin by the Wady Marreh ; and still, according to the
Domesday Book of Joshiia, trending south as it ran west,
reached to Kadesh Barnea (Gadis), the extreme point of
Israelitish territory.

. The Wady Marrch and Es Safah stand bold and high ;
the wady heading the southern edge of the plain and
descending very rapidly to & level more than 400 feet
lower down, Es Safah standing boldly forth on & mountain
spur 850 feet above the plain, on the extensive ruins of
Abdeh, the Eboda of the ancients, but not mentioned
in Soripture, nor certainly identified with any city of
dJudah—unless, a8 I am fully disposed fo believe, it
reveals to us Ziklag, the home of David in his outlawry.
[Bee Ziklag.] It must have been a place of importance
and great strength. But the Desert has reassumed its
rights—the intrusive hand of cultivation has been driven
back—the race that dwelt here have.perished, and their
works now look abroad in loneliness and silence over the
mighty waste.

Proceeding westward from Kadesh, the boundary line is
more difficult of identifieation. . It ¢ passed along to Hez-
ron, and went up to Adar (Hazar-addah—Numb. xxxiv. 4),
and fetched a compass to Karkaa. And from thence it
passed toward 4smon and went out unto the river (Nachal)
of Egypt, and the goings out of that coast were at the
sea” (Josh. xv. 8, 4). None of these places bave been
identified, excepting Adar, probably Lussan. Hezron is
only another form of Hazor or Hazeroth—stone enclosures.

But, following to the south for a distance of fifty miles,
there are the ruins of wany cities, visited by Mr. Palmer,
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in a region hitherto untonched, snch as Garaiyeh and
Lussan, which he has described, which farnish sites for
these cities and many more, before reaching the Wady el
Arish, if that be the  river of Egypt.”

" Commentators are divided as to whether fo assign the
name to this wady, ranning to the sea from lat. 80°, or to
refer it to the Nile. It must be remembered that from El
Arish to the frontier of Egypt is absolutely desert, and
that the nomad tribes which roamed over it were tributary
sometimes to Egypt and sometimes to Syria, and, in the
days of David and Solomon, t6 the Jewish monarchy.
But in some passages, when the Nile is spoken of, the
word “ nahr "’ (river) is used ; and *‘ nachal ” is, strietly,
. bnly a winter torrent sueh as the Arish. We may be
eontent, then, to take this, the furthest limit of ancient
civilisation till the frontier of Egypt was reached, as the
old boundary line of Judah and Simeon, since no settle-
ments ean have existed beyond it It is- a boundary
drawn by nature, on the north of whioh is cultivation, on
the south desert. Ewven when there is no water in the
wady, it may always be found by sinking to & modemte
depth.

Having thus traced the southern frontier of Judah; with
which Simeon was intermmglod, we may next follow the
topography of these tribes in detail. Their -portion—the.
largest, and, in many respects, the most nnportnnt of all
the Holy Land—is divided into three regions, which are
always distinguished by name in Holy Writ, and which
have very distinet natural or physical - characteristios,
They are: I. The south country or Negeb; by which.
Hebrew name we shall distinguish it. II. The low country
or Shephelah, i.c., the Philistian plain on: the sea coast.
III. The hill-country of Judsea in the north. ‘

- 1. The Negeb. This extends along the whole southern:
frontier from east to west. It is spoken of when Abram
went up out of Egypt into the south ; when hie went on his
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journeys from the south even unto Bethel, &o. (Gen. xii. 9,
ziii. 1, 8); as where Isano lived (xxiv. 62); and was in-
babited by the Amalekites before the conquest. It was
the region in which David wandered, under the protection
of the Philistines, during his outlawry. It is an irregu-
" larly shaped tract, extending from the mountains of Judah
on the north to the edge. of the Desert of Paran, and from
the south. end of the Dead Sea to the Mediterranean ; but
stretching in a sloping direction towards the north-east
to the Dead Sea and to the south-west to El Arish, thus
ocoupying a middle position, both topographically and
physically, between.the rioh soil of central Cansan and
the sandy wastes of 'that great and terrible wilderness.

The ¢ Negeb ” itself was also subdivided into three dis-
tricts. (1) A small digtrict, allotted to the deseendants of
dethro, called (1 Sam. xxvii. 10) the south of the Kenites.
We read (Judg. i.. 16): «The children of the Kenite,
Moses’ father-in-law, went up . . . into the wilderness of
Judah, which lieth in the south of Arad, and they went
and dwelt among the people.” Here they were found by.
Saul, when he was sent to exterminate the Amalekites
(1 Sam. xv. 6). To them, among the other inhabitants of
the Negeb, David sent presents from Ziklag (1 S8am. xxx.
29). There is no diffienlty in identifying Arad with Tell
'Arad, & white-erowned hill, with traces of ruins, a day’s
journey west of the south end of the Dead Sea. Ita posi-
tion suggests that it is identical with Eder, the second
tity -of Judah :in the south, mentioned by Joahua, and
which does not occur elsewhere, while Arad is not glven _
in that list. The LXX. also read it Ara.

(2) The south of Judah (2 Bam. xxiv. 7; -2 Gbroxu
xxviii. 18). By far the largest portion of the region,
including nearly the whole ¢of the allotment of Suneon,
stretching south-west from Arad to Kadesh.

(8) The south of the Cherethites or Philistines (1 Sam,
3xx. 1, 14, 16), lying to the south-west as far as the upper
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part of the Wady el Arish or River of Egypt, and deriving
its name from the Philistines having formerly occupied it.
It comprised the fine pastoral land lying south-west of
Beersheba and west of Kadesh, and was known, in the
time of Abraham, as the kingdom of Gerar. Light is
thrown on the subsequent history of this region by a
easual expression in 1 Chron. iv. 89, where we read that
the Simeonites ¢ went to the entrance of Gedor . . . and
found fat pasture and good, and the land was wide, and
quiet, and peaceable ; for they of Ham, (i.¢., the Mizraimite
Philistines, or Cherethites, from Caphtor) had dwelt there
of old.” (“Gedor” appears an error of the transcriber
for Gerar—the Hebrew letters being very similar (5 «)—
and the LXX. corroborates this by reading Gerar.) After
the time of Abraham, the Philistines, then a pastoral
people, as we see by the life of Abimelech, gradually
encroachéd upon the Canasnites in the mmritime plains
and migrated to the sea coast, while Amalek pushed on
upon them and occupied Gerar, where they were found by
Israel at the Exodus.

The interest of Gierar centres in the history of Abraham
and the Patriarchs. Afterwards it is only once mentioned,
when. Asa (2 Chron. xiv. 18) defeated and pursued the
Ethiopian invader Zerah. From the spoil of tents, sheep,
and camels, we see that, though protected by cities or
fortress-towns, it was the same pastoral region it had been
when Abraham sojourned there and digged wells for his
flocks. Here, probably, Isaac was born: here was his
favourite residence. The name still remains; and. the
Wady Jerdr, a little south of Muweileh or Hagar's Well,
with a magnificent prospect and vast rolling plains, covered
with herbage, and many ruins on the hills above it, indi-
eates the camping-ground of the Father of the Faithful.
North of this wady, all the way to Beersheba, are a long
line of ruined cities and of old wells.

- We may here trace Isaac’s.course. Driven northwards
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from Gerar, he sank wells in the wadys, first at Esek, then
at Sitnah. The Well of Sitnah has been identified by Mr.
Palmer with the modern name of Shutneh, a very little
way west of Raheibeh or Rehoboth.

8till pressed by the Philistine herdsmen he proceeded

" north to Rehoboth, and finally to Beersheba (Gen. xxvi,
6—28). The vernacular names still enable us to trace his
course. More than half-way between Jerir and Beersheba
we find the ruins and well of Rubeibeh, the Arabie
equivalent of Rehoboth, There are many towers and ruing
around, some of them still twenty feet high ; and round the
well are troughs and other masonry, of immense propor-
tions, and, seemingly, of very great antiquity. The well
had soon collected a settled population, for the town has
been four hundred yards long. The well itself may cer.
tainly be that of Isaae, from its appearance : much larger
and more ancient-looking than any others in the region,
Thus each- of the three Patriarchs has left wells for the .
benefit of posterity at Beersheba, Rehoboth, and Shechem,
The striving of the Philistines for the wells sunk may be
easily understood, from the certainty that such wells would
attract settled inhabitants and stimulate the planting and
tillage of the soil : thus, in time, setting up claims of pro-
prietorship at variance with the interests of the nomad
pastoral chieftains, :

The well Mr, Palmer identifies with Rehoboth, and
described above, is not at the ruins called Ruheibeh, but
near them. The name, though now confined to one spot,
may be a reminiscence of a more general title. Travellers
in this region have differed in their descriptions of this well,
for the simple reason that wells here are very many, and
that no two have examined the same,

‘We may now proceed to consider the characteristics of
the Negeb of Judah, having examined the sites of the south
of the Kenites and of the soutk of the Philistines.

The south differs from the hil] country to the north of
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it, not merely so much in being pastoral instead of culti-
vated, for its whole extent yields proof of very. extensive
though not universal eultivation in former times; nor in
its being less hilly, for it has but few plains of any extent ;
but in its deep ravines, torn and rent by winter torrents
(aphikim), * the streams of the south " of Ps. exxvi. 4.
These torrents, quite dry in summerj*eut down steep eliffs
into narrow gullies by their violence in winter. On the west
gide they drain towards the Arish and Philistia, on the east
towards the Dead Sea, none running sduth into. Paran or
the Wilderness,

The wide central expanse is now a sort of upland wil-
demecs, a series of rolling hills, with scanty herbage mora
abundant on their. northern slopes, but without a tree or a
bush more than three feet.high. Oocasionally, by a well,
the rich soil, seratched for barley. or wheat, shows that
with care, as in the days of Isaas, it might still yield &
hundredfold. It was especially the land of the lion (Isa.
xxx. 6), whieh, unlike the leopard, prefers dry, open land ;
of the scorpion, whenee the name Akrabbim (or scorpions);
of sand vipers, which still swarm there ; while the beasts
of burden were asses and eamels—not oxen. The camel
veases to be employed when we reach the hill country, and
the ox takes-its place.

Besides the places which have been already mentioned,
thero are no less than twenty-nine cities, with their vil-
lages, in the south, assigned by Joshua to Judah and
Simeon. Probably every one of these survive, covering
many acres- with ruing which might, with very slight
labour, be again rendered habitable : with eil-presses and
wine-presseg lying at their gates; containing eisterns,
reservoirs, and conduits still perfest and beantifully
eemented, with a rich goil in the lower grounds ; in short,
overything that might be supposed to atiract a settled

population. Nearly all these cities bave been identified,

with more or less probability.
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Yet, thronghoitt the whole extent of 'the south eountry,
thiekly strewn as it is with traces of its former oeoupants,
and peopled with hardy trities who pay but a nominal alle-
gianee to the Turkish government, there is not so much ag
a gingls inhabited village. Not until the traveller has fairly
crossed its northern boundary and exntered. the hill country;
does this strange spectacle of deserted towns snd & honse-
less population cease to arrest his attention. The Arabs of
the south country, contrary te the usage prevailing in every
other part of Palestine, carefully avoid taking up their
abode in the ancient sites; and, in & country habitually
exposed t6 sudden visitations of whirlwind and storm, prefer
the shelter either of a tent ot of some cave hequeatbed
by the Horite aborigines, or perhaps of the very quarry
which farnished the materials of the adjoining city, The
words of Dr. Robinson, sbout Zephdth or Hormah, may
be applied to every city of the Negeb :—*‘ Qnee, as we
judged upon the spot, this mnst. have been a city of not
less than 10,000 or 12,000 inhabitamts. :Now it ig a per-
foot field of ruins, a acene of unutterabla degolation, across
which the passing stranger can with diffienlty find his
way.” A mighty spell seemd to rest upon the eities of
the south. We turn to the word of propheey, and we
read, ¢ The cities of the. south (Negeb) ahall be shut-up,
‘and none shall open them : Judah skal. be carried away
captive, all of it: it shall be wholly carried away captive "’
(Jer. xili. 19).

‘We now come to the consideration of the sites of the
twenty-nine cities of Judah and Simeon in the south.
These occupy but a small space in the after-history of
Israel. In-fact, with the exeeption of Beergsheba and
Ziklag, none of them ever reappear, except in way of most
cursory allusion, in the Scripture narrative. Commeneing,
a8 Joshua does (xv. 21), from the east, the firat eity is
‘Kabzeel, the native place of David's mighty man of valenr,
Benaiah the gon of Jehoiada (2 Sam. xxiii. 20). This
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has been identified with Ain el Arus, at the mouth of the
‘Wady Kuseib, probably the Arabic equivalent for Kabzeel,
at the end of the Sebkha at the south of the Dead Sea,
exactly on the limit pointed out for the Jewish fromtier,
and where the writer observed traces of buildings of rough
undressed stone. It is just at the beginning of the aseent
of Akrabbim. Eder or Arad has been already noticed, as
in the Negeb of the Kenites.

Of Jagtir we find no trace, nor of Kinah, the next on

the list. From the order in which they occur they were-

probably in the region of the Kenites, and the reading of
Hazor-Kinah, ¢ the camp town of the Kenites,”” has been
suggested. That the Kenites were here even before the
conquest seems to be implied by Balaam’s apostrophe, as
from the top of Peor, whence this range is plainly visible,
he looked on the Kenites, and with prophetic ken ex-
claimed, ¢ Strong is thy dwelling-place, and thou puttest
thy nest in & rock. Nevertheless the Kenite shall be
wasted, until Asshur shall carry thee away ecaptive "
(Numb, xxiv, 21, 22). They were mingled, too, with the
Amalekites, a8 we see by Saul’s friendly warning, ¢ Get
you down from among the Amalekites” (1 Sam. xv. 6). I
visited a camping-ground with stone heaps and ruins,
about two hours from Arad, called El Hudhera (the
Arabic for Hazeroth), which would well answer for this
lace.

d Dimonah, or Dibon (Neh. xi. 26), a little further north.
west, preserves its name in Ed Dheib, a collection of rude
ruins at the head of a wady of the same name, five miles
north of Arad. :

Adadah. This is evidently a mistake of the transcriber
for Ararah, as is shown by the LXX., and by the mention
of Aroer of Judah among the places where David and his
men were wont to haunt, and to which he sent presents
after the recapture of Ziklag. The name remains un-
changed in the Wady Ararah, The only relics of the
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snelent city eonsist of s few wells, two or three of them-
built up of rude masonry, and some of them containing
water, Fragments of pottery abound. - It is about twelve
mileg south-west of Arad.

Kadesh, or Kadesh Barnen, has been already mentioned.’
Next follow Hasor and Ithnan, the latter name possibly
from the Horite chief Ithran (Gen. xxxvi, 26), in which
oase it may be conjectured to be Hhora, a cave-city, of
which there are so many in the district: notably one to
the west of Arad visited by Van de Velde, and auother
further west visited by myself. It is to be borne in mind
that the Horites, or Cave-men, the predecesdors of the
Canaanites in the land, have left many traces in its nomen-~
clature, as at Beth-horon, north of Jerusalem, and Horo-
naim, in Moab. Their occupaney seems to havo ceased
long before the Exodus.

- Ziph is another site not yet moogmsed Telem, or.
Telaim (1 Bam. xv. 4), chosen by Saul as the rendezvous
for his attack on Amalek, was probably a spot where the
roads towards the Amalekite territory converged, and is
perhaps the head-quarters of the Dhullaim Arabs, the
equivalent to the Hebrew name, and where; at El Kuseir,
or little tower, there are the foundations of a stone-built
vllla.ge

. Bealoth, or Baaloth Beer, the Ramath Negeb of Josh.
xix. 8, was part of the lot of Bimeon, the name signifying -
Holy Well. Itis mentioned (1 'Sam. xxx. 27) as one of
the places to which David sent presents, and (1 Kings ix.
18) a8 one of the frontier towns fortified by Solomon,
where it is simply called Baalath, From these incidental
notices and the names, we gather that it was a watering.
place of importance (Beer Baal) and had artificial tanks ;
that it was on a commanding height (Ramath); that it
was on the frontier: and we might expéct traces of fortifi.
eation to remain, All these conditions ape fulfilled in
Kurngb, south-west of Dhullam, where nlone for many

o
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miles water is always found in plenty, and where the-
ravine is crossed by a strong dam to retain it. The walls
of a fortified town are yet clearly to be traced, with exten-
give ruins, and it is at the head of the most frequented pasa-
into Palestine from the south-east.

Hazor and Hadattah, next on the list, should probably:
be taken as one word ; and the place is easily identified.
with the ruins called Hadadah,* a watch-tower on the edge
of a bluff on the high ground at the head of the Zuwierah-
Valley, south-west of the Dead Sea. )

The four next names should be read together, Kerioth-
Hezron, which is Hazor Amam. Kerioth, the plural form
of Kir, or Kirjath, denotes a fortress or stronghold, like
the Welsh caer. The plural number points to there having
been more than one castle ; and we recognise the spot in
Kureitein, t.e., the two castles, on the road north from
Arad to Hebron on the frontier of the hill country, dne
south of Maon and Kurmul. The ruins of Kureitein are
much scattered, consisting of long rows of primitive wally
crossing each other at right angles and more than 500
yards long. Adjoining one of them is a vast quadrangular
enclosure; and up a small glen, a little further on, are
gimilar ruins covering the summit of & high cliff,

Shema may be recognised in Rujum Selameh, i.e., the
mound of Selamah, It is called Sheba in the lList of towns
transferred from Judah to Simeon. It is a knoll with a. -
green basin of fine pasturé, enclosed in a circle of smooth
rolling hills. The ruins are mere foundations, scattered
irregularly over a very considerable area, and affording no
clne to their architecture or period.. The mention of.
Shema just before Moladah, and the fact of both being in,
the heritage of Simeon, support the conjecture of its iden-
tity with Selameh, especm.lly a8 it is called Selmaa in thq
LXX.t

Hence a day’s journey due west brmgs us to Mohdah,

* «Eand of Israel,” p, 870, t Ibid, p. 871,
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Malatha of the Greeks, El Milh of the Arabs. It remained
in the occupation of Simeon in David's time, and was
resettled after the return under Nehemiah (Neh. xi. 26).
It is spoken of a8 a fortress by Josephus, and was after-
wards the station of 8 Roman cohort. The two wells are
in the shallow valley, or plain beneath, very finely built of
marble, about seventy feet deep, their sides scored with
the ropes of the water-drawers of many centuries. The
ground around is strewn with records of the Roman occu-
pation. Fragments of shafts and capitals, probably the

‘WELL OF MOLADAH,

supports of the roofs that covered the wells, and eight
large marble water-troughs, lie around the mouths. There
are traces of pavement. Just to the south of the wells
stands a small isolated *¢ tell,” or hill, covered with ruins,
and now used as the burying-ground of the Dhullam tribe.
This hill was the fortress of the city below, spoken of by
Josephus : and we could clearly trace the circuit of the
wall that once surrounded it, nearly square in shape, and
still, in places, three or four feet high. The traces of
c2



20 J BIBLE PLACES.

buildingy and fragments of walls cover an extensive area
both south and north of the citadel ; and near its foot, on
the south-east, are the outlines of a building, probably a
Byzantine church. The other ruins seem to belong to an
earlier and ruder period, and are, perhaps, the remains of
the old town of Simeon.*

- % Hazor-Gaddah,” “tha enclosure or fold of the kid,”
has been by some identified with the Tamar of Ezekiel
(xlvii, 19), the Thamara of Greck and Roman writers, the
modern Hudhr(ir (Hagzeroth), 8 few scanty ruins near the
mouth of the Wady Mubughik, south-west of the Dead
Sea. But there is no evidence of anything more than a
fort there; and I should feel disposed rather to place it at
the ruins of Jurrah, between Moladah and Beersheba.

Heshmon has been conjectured to be at Ain Hasb, on
the south-eastern frontier, towards Edom, but the identi-
" fication is not well sustained. Nothing further is known of
Bethpelet, the next ecity, but from its position in the dif-
ferent lists, it was probably near Beersheba and Moladah.
Jurrah and Sadwe are the only two sites yet noticed in this
searcely explored region.

Hazor Shual, *‘ the enclosure of Jaeka.ls," is four times
mentioned, but only incidentally. It belonged to S8imeon,
and, from the passages where it ocours, was to the west of
- Moladah. Jackals abound most in the dry sandy district
adjoining Philistia ; and in that region beyond Ruheibeh
(Rehoboth), a village called Bem-Shail is mentioned by
some travellers.

Beersheba, also belongmg to Simeon, iz on many accounts
the most interesting locality in the south country. Its
position admits of no doubt— the well-known Bir-es-
Seba. Long lines of foundations mark the ancient city, or
rather village, for it seems to have always been what
Jerome describes it in the fomrth century—a very large
unwalled place, with a garrison. The ruins are about

*» &Tand of Israel,” p, 875, :
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half-a-mile in extent, but scattered, and include the founda-
tions of a Greek church, with apse, saeristy; and aisles.
Only a fragment of the apse remains above the pavement,
although in the fourteenth century some of the churehes
were still standing. .

N
‘WELL AT BEERSHEBA,

The seven wells vary from ‘five to thirteen feet in
diameter. One which we measured was twelve and a-half
feet in diameter, thirty-four feet till the rock was reached,
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- und seems to be pierced about thirty feet further through
the rock. The water, when we visited it, was standing at
thirty-eight feet, but varies with the season. The Arabs
may well point with pride to the work of their father
Abraham. The sides above the native rock are built with
finely-squared large stones, hard as marble. Yet the ropes
of water-drawers for 4,000 years have worn the edges with
no less than 148 flutings, the shallowest of them four
inches deep. Ancient marble troughs are arranged at con-
venient distances round the wells, some oblong and some
round. The wells are at the north edge of the water-course
of the wady, which is embanked by an old stone wall. In

"winter there are frequently violent torrents on the gravel
beds. Among the ruins are the traces of a Jewish fortress
—a circular tower or keep of double walls, each four feet

~ thick, and with a like space between them. There are

. many fragments of pottery strewn about, with occasional
bits of glass, and the squares or ¢ tesserm’ of Roman
mosaics.

One feature in particular marks Beersheba as the
boundary between the south country and the uplands,
though all else has perished. This is the cultivation of
large portions of unfenced land for corn by the Arabs.
The low-lying flats are scratched for wheat and batley,
and then left two years fallow. They are the lingering
evidence of what the land once was, and may yet again
become. Beersheba is, indeed, a featureless place. No
traces of trees remain, for fuel is as precious as water.
Abraham planted a grove of terebinth, and grateful, indeed,
would be the boon of its shade to the desert wayfarer ;
and, if permitted to grow, the terebinth would still flourish
in the rich sandy soil.

Here is the place where Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
often dwelt. We are by the very well Abraham digged.
Hence he journeyed with Isaac to Mount Moriah. Hence
Jacob started on his lonely travel to Padan Aram. Here
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he sacrifieed to the Lord before setting out to join his son
Joseph in. Egypt. Here Samuel made his sons judges.
Here Elijah parted with his faithfal servant before wan-
dering into the wilderness. To this place Joab’s census
extended, the wandering population to .the southward
being not incladed in the settled territory, of which this,
a8 the place of departure for the caravans to Egypt, was
the recognised limit. Over those wide rolling hills,
covered with verdure and carpeted with spring flowers,
the Patriarchs used to gaze on their thousands of flocks
and herds.

The remaining towns, ehiefly Simeonite, lay south and
west of Beersheba. Bizjothah, ¢ God-despised!” is,
perhaps, an epithet of the following Baalah or Balah, a
term of contempt for a place devoted to the worship of
Baal. Names having reference to this idolatry still remain
on the southern frontier of Philistia, as Deir el Belah.

Iim and Avem Mr. Wilton proposes also to unite, and
seemingly with reason, as Iim is omitted in the subse-
quent lists. It is probably represented by El Aujeh, of
the Azazimeh Arabs, who seem to derive their name from
this Agzem, their ancient head-quarters. The name Iim
(crooked) has the same signifieation as Anjeh. Mr. Palmer
has been the first aceurately to describe these important
ruins, lying two-thirds of the way from Beershtba to
Kadesh. There is a strong fort on the summit of & hill
commanding the wady; a church, with the apse still
standing ; wells now dry ; the ground for a great distance
strewn with ruins, broken walls, foundations, and many
bits of pottery and glass. Though all is now desert, the
immenss number of walls and terraces for miles round
show how extensive cultivation once was. There are
many miles of plain where eorn has been cultivated ;
and all the hills are eovered with the rows and heaps: of
stones for trailing the vines, which have been already
mentioned. . .
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El Tolad, 4.4., born of God, may be the ndme given b§
Abraham in commemorstion of Isasc’s birth. Possibly
El-Toula, near the Wady Lussan, marke its situation. .

Chesil, the Betheel or Béthel of the south of the laier
lists, svidently, from its name, connected with worship or
.a sacred pldee and also not far from Ziklag and Hormah,
‘the first ¢ity. named to which David sent presents, is iden-
tified with Khelasa—with very extensive ruins, wells, and
fragments of sculptured marble, but now utterly destroyed
g little fo the north of Behoboth, on the road to Beex~
sheba.

Hormah or Zophaili, had béen already ‘noticed. Next
we ‘come to Ziklag, sb intimately . connected with the
eventful history of David, & town of Simeon. Ziklag,
though so often mentioned, is one of the most difficult tp
determine of all the southern cities, Its general pogition
is clear. It had been wrested from Israel by the growing
‘power of the Philistines, since Achish, King of Gath,
gave it to David, who' lived here with his two wives
Abigdil and Ahinoam, till he and his men left it for
Hebron. It was In the oultivated lands—not the low
country or Shephelah of the Philistines, and below the
sottlements of ' Amalek—in fact, a border city. M.
Rowlends identifies it with AslGj or Kaslfij, ruins which
-answer the requirements, west of Sebaita. The ruing of

" El Abdeh, so fully explored by Mz. Palmer, south of
Bebaita and 660 feet above Wady Murreh, which are
certainly the Eboda of Greek and Roman writers, would
seem to me still more to meet the conditions of Ziklag, -

Madmannah ot Beth-marcaboth, ¢ the place of chariofs,”
a8 also the next town of Simeun, Sansannah or Hazar-
susah (Josh, xix. §), ¢ the horse village,” were evidently
:stationis of passhge on the great caravan-road to- Egypt.
"The formex seems to be M.myay, fifteen miles south-wect
of Gaza,

Lebaoth or Bah-bﬂ'“, (L honesses, cannot be tﬂcad

-t
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in the vernacular nomenclatare. Bhilkim, ‘ tanks ox
reservoirs,” elsewhere called Shaaraim (1 Chron. iv. 81),
¢ barley,” implies some spot in that thiraty land well
watered and fruitful. The name still lingers in Wady
Siram, twelve miles. & little to the west of north of Kadesh,
where the ruins bear the name of El Birein, ¢ the wells.”
There is a very fine aqueduct, leading to a large reservoir,
most elaborately constructed and cemented, with earth
outside and buttresses. The aqueduct and reservoir are
described at length by Mr. Palmer. He thus pictures the
scene :  The broad valley was filled with verdure : grass,
asphodel, and oOshej grew in great profusion; flowers
sprang beneath our feet; immense herds of cattle were
going to and fro between us and the water, and large
flocks of well-fed sheep and goats were pasturing upon the
neighbouring hills, The valley has been enclosed for pur-
poses of cultivation ; and the terraces, banked-up to stop
the force and spread the waters of the soil over the ecul-
tivated ground in the wady bed, extend along its whole
length.” Mr. Palmer also mentions the noble trees under
the shade of which he rested. Mr. Drew, the only other
traveller who has visited it, was struck with the patches
of corn which he saw.

Ain and Rimmon are the last places mentioned—
evidently a misreading for Ain-Rimmon, as we see by
the subsequent catalogmes. It is incidentally mentioned
in Zech. xiv. 10, and means ‘* the fountain of the pome-
granate,” one of the very fruits of which the spies brought
samples. Um er Rumamim, ¢the mother of pome-
granates,” lies twelve miles north of Beersheba, and
seems, without question, to be the site of the ancient
city.

We have examined at some length the bare catalogues
of the cities of the south, with a view to their exact
identification, because, though they have but small im-
portance in the topography of Seripture history, yet this
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is the part of Palestine least known ; and the slight inei-
dental allusions which we trace, the signification of the
names, and the attestation of a vast former population by
their ruins, are not among the least interesting or telling
of the illustrations of the Word of God.

-
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CHAPTER II.

THE SHEPHELAH, OR LOW COUNTRY, GENEBRALLY SPOEEN OF
AS PHILISTIA.

Characteristics of the Low Country—Five Groups of Cities—Philistia—Gaza—
Gusseh—Ashkelon—Ashdod, or Azotus —Ekron—Gath — Beit Jibrin—Elea-
theropolis — Blanche Garde — Encroachment of the Desert — Lachish—Um
Lakis—Its sieges—Inscripti of Nineveh cherib—Eglon—Bozkath
—Jobtheel—Dilean—Saphir—Gederoth— Beth-dagon — Naamah — Makkedah
—Mareshah—Achzib—~Keilah— Nezib—Ashan— Ether— Libnah— 8haaraim—
Golttth—Sochoh—Am—Vﬁe of Elah—Battle-fleld—Adullam—Jarmuth

1—Zorah—Ti th—History of S8amson—Zanoah—Cities of Dan—
Ajslon—Shaalbim—oppa Yafe—Its bistory—Lydda—Antipeizis—Cusarea
—Dor.
Tae second physical divigion of the allotment of Joshua
was the Shephelah, or low. country, translated generally in
our version as ¢ the valley” (Josh. xv. 88), and sometimes
¢ the plain.”” It comprises the low-lying flat country,
whether desert or corn growing, which intervenes between
the central backbone of hills extending from north to
south and the sea. The expression, though equally ap-
plicable to all the coast plains of Palestine, is generally
confined to those of Philistia and Sharon, which are limited
northwards by the bold projecting spur of Carmel; while
the next plain, that of Acre, is similarly cut off by the
precipitous Ladder of Tyre from the Plain of Pheenicia.
This region in the allotment of the tribes fell principally
to Judab, in the south of whose portion were several towns
assigned to Simeon ; while the northern part, better known

88 the Plain of Sharon, was the rich but narrow heritage

of Dan. Practically, however, the more important and

valuable part of this vast corn-plain was never conquered
till after the monarchy, and remained in the possession of
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the Philistines, who were often the terror and the scourge

of Israel. There is no natural boundary line between
Philistia and Sharon. The plain stretches with scarce an
undulation, but with very varying depth inland, from the
southern frontiers of the Desert of Gaza to the foot of
Carmel.

The descent from the Negeb, or south land, to the low

country is gentle and insensible on its southern limit, bat
much more steep and clearly defined from the hill country
of Judah on the east. - The towns" of the maritime plain
are given in Joshua xv. 88—47, where Shephelah is rene
dered ¢ the valley,”’ and are there divided into four
groups :—1st. Those in the north and north-east, four-
teen cities in all. 2nd. Those which, so far as they have
been identified, lay in the central south-western part of
Judah, sixteen- in number. 8rd. A group which clung
rather to the western face of the hill country, and were
often sitnated on the edge of thie mountain range, of which
nine are enumerated ; und 4th, the Philistian cities in the
extreme south-west, of which only three are enumerated,
Ashkelon and Gath being omitted. Besides. these, lying
on the coast to thé north was the portian of Dan, to which
tribe fifteen cities -of the Plain 'of Sharon were appropriated
(Josh. xix. 40—46).
- We shall most naturally proceed with our investiga-
fions by passing from the south eountry into Philistis,
wheére,: leaving Gerar, the old seat of the Caphtorim or
Philistines, the first eity which arrests our attentlon is
Gaza.

There are not many places of greater interest in southern
Palestine. Its frontier town, Gaea, was the key of the
road to Egypt. Before the days of Abrabam it was the
border city of the Cansanites (Gen. x. 19). Along that
road the Pharhohs, Shishak, and Necho invaded Igrael by
the way of the Philistines. By the same. road, too, one
Esastern despot after another—Assyrian, Chaldean, Por-

P VO
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sian, and Syro<Grecian—marched fo win the rich prize of
the Valley of the Nile.

At the eonquest by Joshus, Gaza was taken by Judah,
but it was soon wrested from them, and during the whole
period of the Judges was the chief of the five Philistine

GAZA—NOW GUZZEH,

cities. Its gates were taken by Samson and carried to
the top of the neighbouring hill. But it still maintained
its power, and jts subjection by David and Solomon was
only temporary. The efforts of Samson died with himself.
It -was here that his enemies enjoyed their short-lived
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triumph over their dreaded captive, when, blinded and
mocked, he overwhelmed them and himself in one
common ruin, when he bowed himself with all his might
and brought down the pillars of the court-house in which
the Philistine lords were crowded. In the vast corn-plain
which stretches round Gaza, Samson had spread destruction
by turning loose the jackals (foxes) with firebrands at their

The inseriptions of Nineveh tell us that in after times
Sennacherib gave the King of Gaza part of the territory
of Hezekiah, Soon afterwards Gaza was stormed by
Pharaoh-Necho after the battle of Megiddo. Its siege
arrested the march of Alexander the Great for five months,
and when he had stormed it he put its defenders to the
sword to the last man. Again and again, in the wars of
the Maccabees, the Herods, the Khalifs, the Crusaders,.
Gaza was the scene of many a struggle.

It was on the road from Jerusalem to Gaza that Philip
met the Ethiopian eunuch ; and the baptism of Queen
Candace’s treasurer must have taken place very near Gaza,
since Philip reached Ashdod, the town to the north of
it, on his return. Thus Gaza, the key of Egypt, became
the highway, not only for the caravans of Syria, but for
the message of the Gospel of peace to the continent of .
Africa, There are two roads from Gaza, one along the
coast through Ashkelon and Ashdod, the other through
Beersheba to Hebron. Not far from Eglon, on this route,
is water, the probable scene of the baptism.

The capture of Gaza was one of the earliest feats of the
Saracens ; but it was wrested from the Moslems by the
Crusaders, and garrisoned by the Templars. It was visited
by Richard L. of England, but finally yielded to Saladin,
A.D, 1170, and its Christian history closed. Its Great
Mosque was a church founded by the British Empress
Helena, Its arches, supported by columns taken from old
heathen temples, and its apse, still remain. Here, in the
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now desecrated shrine, Roman emperors and French and
English kings have done homage to their Saviour.

Gaza, now Guzzeh, is the second town of Palestine,
next after Jerusalem. But it has now neither walls. nor
gates. Gardens, hovels, and fine arches are mingled in’
all directions. The sea is only three miles distant; and'
the whole space is one uninterrupted line of old founda-
tions and ruins, strewn with pottery and marbles. The
old port, which was entirely artificial, has been long since
choked with sand, the drifts of which are steadily en-
croaching on the corn-plain. But, to the north and east,
the gardens and orchards, green and gold with the orange
and the palm, stretch far away, and are succeeded by
a noble wood of olive-trees, beyond which stretches one
illimitable plain.of wheat—the old granary of Judah—
with neither hedge nor tree to vary its extent. It reaches,
with searce a hillock to interrupt it, fo the very foot of
Carmel.

Proceeding by the coast on the edge of the cultivated
plain, about twelve miles .north of Gaza, we arrive at
Ashkelon, the second Philistine city, close to the shore,
and still bearing the name of Askulan, but shrunken to a
few miserable hovels with gardens within the walls, and
marble carvings and shafts strewn for miles around the
grave-stones of Philistia’s grandeur, ¢¢ Ashkelon shall be
& desolation” (Zeph. ii. 4). ¢ Ashkelon shall not be
inhabited ”’ (Zech. ix. 5).

The Biblical history of Ashkelon is unimportant. Its
interest centres in the exploit of Samson, who slew thirty
men there and took their spoils. In after times it rose to
greater importance. It shared many of the sieges of
Gaza; and was one of the prizes repeatedly struggled for.
between Crusader and Saracen. It was the last place
in Palestine which held out against the Crusaders, and
was at length taken by Baldwin and the Templars.
Retaken by Saladin, one of the greatest feats of our own -
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Richard Cosur-de-Lion was the wresting of Ashkelon from
the infide] ; and hete he held his court.

. Ashkelon was the seat of the worship of a female Dagon
or fish-goddess—the Syrian Venms. Its gardens were
always famous, and especially it onions. The scallion or
shallot of ouir own gardens is only B oorrnptlon of Ascalonia,
the Ashkelon onion.

. Twelve miles north agsin, & little way inland, lies 4sh-
dod-—Arotus of the New Testament, now Esdad—another

Asmumox

rojal gity of the Philistines, allotted to J'udah but never
conquered, and now a mere mud village.  :Its position on’
the great high-road was commanding; and on the little
hill stood the temple of Dagon, the fish-god, to which the
Philistines brought the Ark of God, after the battle of
Aphiek, when Dagon fell before it and was the next night
broken to pieees, and the pestilence of the emerods
compelled the men of Ashdod to transfer the ark to Gath
(1 Sam. v.).
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Ashdod stood several sieges, both in Seriptural and in
later history. Uszziah dismantled it and settled the
neighbouring country with fortresses (2 Chron. xxvi. 8).
It was besieged and taken by Tartan, general of the
Assyrian king Sargon (Isa. xx. 1), and afterwards sus-
tained the longest siege on record, when, about B.c. 680,
in the reign of Josiah, Psammitichus, King of Egypt,

ASHDOD,

invested Ashdod for twenty-nine years, as told by Hero-
dotns. Jeremiah incidentally refers to the effects of this
siege when (ch. xxv. 20), after enumerating the’ kings of
the land of the Philistines, he adds, ¢ and the remnant of
Ashdod.” Again, it was destroyed by the Maccabees,
and long lay in ruins till rebuilt by the Romans. It is
only mentioned in the New Testament as the place to
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which Philip returned after the baptism of the Ethiopian.
‘Wretched as the modern village is, the luxuriant fruit-trees
and green corn-plains swrrounding them attest the natural
fertility of Philistia.

Proceeding .northward .t‘rom Ashdod, but tarning more
mland we enter a country in which the Philistine posses-
sion was more effectnally disputed by Judah, and to reach
Ekron, about thirteen miles distant, we pass through Yebna,
the Jabneh of 2 Chron. xxvi. 6 and the same as the Jabneel
of Josh. xv. 11, one of the border cities of Judah. Between
them was Shikron, probably represented by the modern
Zernuka, a little to the north of the straight road.

Ekron, now Akir, was the northernmost of the five cities
of the land of the Philistines. It is named in Joshua (xv.
11) as a frontier city of Judah on its north, where it was
contiguous to Dan, the border running thence by Jabneel
to the sea, but afterwards (xix. 48) it fell to the lot of Dan.
It remained in the hands of the Philistines to the time of
the monarchy, and was the last place to which the Ark
of the Lord was conveyed, before its restoration to Israel,
by way of Beth-shemesh. After this it scarcely appears in
history, and is now a squalid mud village with only two
ancient wells to mark its former importance, although the
plain is rich as elsewhere.

Gath, the last of the Philistine chief cities, had 10st its
ancient name in the fourth century a.p., and Eusebius and
Jerome were ignorant of its position. It is now called Beit-
Jibrin, the Baitogabra of Ptolemy, Betogabri of the Pen-
tinger Tables, but better known as Eleutheropolis of the
ancient Itineraries and Notitie. The modern village has
shrunk far within the limits of the old city, but its identity
with Gath is corroborated by the fact of the old ruined
heaps in its centre being known as Khirbet Gat, the ruing
of Gath, and from the name Beit-Gath, the Baitogabra of
Ptolemy is evidently derived. Beit-Jibrin has the same
signification, ¢ The house of the mighty.” The modern
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village stands in the midst of ruins, foundations, columns,
huge dressed stones and subtetranean reservoirs, showing
its former strength and importance. It must have been
from its position, when fortified, the key of Philistia. It
was the scene of many bloody struggles, and was often
eaptured and recaptured.

It was to Gath that Saul pnrsuqd the Philistines after
the death of Goliath, whose home it was. Hence David
would seem scarcely to have acted with his usual caution,
when he fled to Gath after the slaughter of the priests at
Nob by Saul. He was soon recognised as the slayer of
the giant, and had to save himself by feigning madness—
then, as now, a sure passport in the East to popular
sympathy or at least toleration. From Gath, he escaped
to the Cave of Adullam. Again driven by Saul's ceaseless
pursuit, David throws himself on the protection of Achish,
King of Gath, and had the distant outpost of Ziklag
assigned as his possession. He had Philistine friends and
followers; as we see from the touching affection shown by
Ittai the Gittite (¢.e., of Gath—2 Sam. xv. 19).

From the time of David, Gath, lying eastward of the
great Egyptian road, scarcely appears in history. It was,
however, restored by the Crusaders as a frontier fortress,
under the name of Blanche Garde; was captured by
Saladin, a.p. 1191, but retaken and rebuilt by Richard of
England in the following year. The country round is
classic ground to the Englishman, the scene of many
of the heroic adventures of the lion-hearted king. On
three occasions he was attacked when alone, or almost
alone, on the plain between Blanche Garde and Gaza, by
the Saracens, and each time cut his way through, killing
many, and once capturing five and at another {ime seven
to his own hand. )

Each of the five Philistine cities stood on a little rising
ground, generally on the edge of that famed plain, a little
Egypt for its richness. It was fringed with a narrow belt

D2
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of sand, which, during ages of neglect, has been steadily
encroaching from the sea -on the plain, till now the very
-existence of Gaza and Ashdod are threatened. The, sand-
bank slopes gently to the sea, and much more steeply
towards the land : the wind thus gradually rolls the sand
up the slope and then it quietly drops on the other side.
Eastward, the frontier of the plain is indented by many a
spur from the Judman hills, with deep valleys between
them, the scene of many a hard-fought struggle with the
inhabitants of the mountains. Open towards the Desert,
the plain is exposed to the unchecked incursions of the
Arab marauders. Long since have the prophecies been
fulfilled, that Ashkelon shall not be inhabited (Zech. ix. 5):
“I will cut off the pride of the Philistines’’; while the
squalid hovels and the sand-choked ruins are an existing
commentary on the denunciation: ‘O Canaan, the land
of the Philistines, I will even destroy thee, that there shall
be no inhabitant, And the sea coast shall be dwellings
and cottages for shepherds and folds for flocks” (Zeph. ii.
5, 6).

Bat the line of demarcation between the Philistine and
Judeman territory was an ever-fluctuating one; and we find
that many of the sixteen cities enumerated in the second
group—the south-western part of the tribe of Judah north
of the Simeonite settlements—were intermingled with the
Philistine towns. Few of these, with the exception of
Lachish, bore any important part in Scripture history ; yet
nine or ten of the sites have still preserved their ancient
names sufficiently closely in the vernacular to be easily
identified.

. The site of Lachisk, the most south-westerly town of

this group, is found in Um Lakhis, on the road from Gaza
to Eleutheropolis and Jerusalem, about twelve miles from
the former city. It is & low round knoll, rising from the
plain, covered confusedly with heaps of small stones and
bere and there fragments of marble columns, and all
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choked and overgrown with thistles. At the foot of the
knoll, to the south-east, is a half-filled ancient well, with
broken marble shafts and watering-troughs strewn around ;
but all «“utterly desolate and without inhabitant’—a truly
¢t desolate heap.”

Yet round that heap are crowded a host of sacred
memories. The King of Lachish was, with his neighbour .
ehiefs, one of the first of the Amorites to attack the
Gibeonites for their league with Joshua, and one of the
first o feel the vengeance of the Great Captain after
the rout of Beth-horon., He was slain at Makkedah, and
Libnah soon after fell ; and the effort to aid it by the King
of Gezer only precipitated his own utter destruction. Its.
strength is shown by the incidental mention, that while
the other cities were stormed the first day, Lachish held
out for two days. It was evidently the Amorite fortress
towards Philistia. For this reason, doubtless, Rehoboam
fortified it after the revolt of the ten tribes (2 Chron.
xi. 9). Hither Amaziah, King of Judah, fled for safety from
the conspiracy against him in Jerusalem, but in vain—
treachery evidently having foiled him.

But the importance of Lachish is best shown by the
circumstances connected with its last appearance in history,
when Sennacherib, King of Assyria, in his famous invasion,
was compelled to ‘“lay siege against it, his power with
him” (2 Chron. xxxii. 9); and here he remained to com-
mand in person, while he sent his officers to demand the
- gubmission of Jerusalem and its monarch. Already,

during the siege of Lachish, had Hezekiah sent an abject
‘message : ¢ That which thou puttest on me will I bear.”
Thirty talents of gold and three hundred talents of silver
were demanded ; the treasury was emptied, the temple was
stripped, but it was not enough to satiate the invader.
- Rabshakeh’s blasphemy was responded to by the prayers
of the pious king; and the angel of the Lord smote in
the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five
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thousand. The scene of the visitation was somewhere in
the plain near Lachish, and was long remembered.
Herodotus gives us a distorted version, derived, no doubt,
from Assyrian sources, that an army of mice nibbled the
bowstrings of the invaders in the night and so compelled
them to retreat.

The interest of this episode in Israelitish history has
been greatly increased by the discoveries of Layard in the
mounds of Nineveh. At Kouyunjik, the ancient Nineveh,
some of the inscriptions run thus: ¢ Hezekiah, King of
Judah, who had not submitted to my authority, forty-six
of his principal cities and fortresses, and villages dependent
upon them, of which I took no account, I captured and
carried away their spoil. I shut up himself within Jern-
salem, his capital city. The fortified towns, and the rest
of his towns which I spoiled, I severed from his country,
and gave to the kings of Askalon, Ekron, and Gaza, so as
to make his country small.” How exactly this agrees

with the Inspired Record: ¢ Bennacherib king of Assyria
" came up against all the fenced cities of Judah, and took
them” (2 Kings xviii. 18). One of the most remarkable
instances of historic testimony on record is the coinci-
dence between the amount, thirty talents of gold, levied
according to each acocount. Of silver the Scriptural ac-
count says three hundred talents, the Nineveh inseription
eight hundred. The discrepancy may be accounted for by
Hezekiah's having been only able to pay three hundred
talents, while the Assyrian moparch includes his plunder in
the captured cities.

Another' inseription gives a full acoount of the eapture
of Lachish. The king is represented sitting in a richly-
carved throne on an elevated platform, with his feet resting
on a sculptured footstool, with arrows in his right hand
and a bow in his left, and above his head this inscription :
¢ Sennacherib, the mighty being, king of the country of
Assyria, sitting on the throne of judgment at the entrance
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of the city of Lachish: I give permission for its slaugh-
ter.” On the slabs there is a view of the cify of Lachish,
with its towers and battleiments, crowded with defenders,
armed with bows and arrows, slings, torches, and other
weapons. Mounds of earth are thrown up in front of it,
battering-ranis are being pushed against the walls, from
which scaling-ladders are being thrown baek by the garri-
son; and a vast number of assailants are drawn up in
array, the bowmen in the front rank kneeling, those in the
second line stooping, and the third shooting as.they stand
upright : with horsemen and charioteers behind.

Other slabs represent the capture of the eity, a long
prooession of captives before the king, their totture and
slaughter. Their physiognomy is strikingly Jewish : some
are dragged by a hook in their nose—all are stripped of
their ornaments, and are left barefooted and half-clothed.
The women, too, are treated with the same contumely.
All their ornaments, deseribed by Isaiah (ch. iii. 18—28),
are removed ;: they wear ¢ instead of a girdle a rope, and
instead of a stomacher a girdling of sackeloth.”

Another slab seems to give a ground plan of the city
after its oceupation, with heathen worship going on at a
sacrificial altar ; and the town appears to be on a hill,
with a hilly eountry in the distance. It is represented as
surrounded with palm-trees, the characteristic fruit-tree of
the maritime plain, and the couniry round oovered with
vines and fig-trees. :

After this Lachish hardly appears in history, excepting
the cursory mention of its re-oecupation by the Jews after
the captivity, and a passing notice by Eusebius and Jerome,

About three miles west of Lachish, another low round
hillock, eovered with a shapeless mass of ruins, marks
the site of Eglon, and still bears the name Ajlan. This
was another of the confederate Amorite cities whose king
was slain at Makkedah, after the great battle of Beth-
horon ; and the city itself was taken immediately after the

’
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.capture of Lachish (Josh. x. 84). It does not ooccur in
_subsequent history.

Bozskath, named by Joshua, between Lachish and Eglon,
and the native place of King Josiah’s mother, has not been
identified, nor have the mnext three cities in this distriet :
Cabbon, Lahmam, and Kithlish. Their remains are doubt-
less to be found among the numerous desolate heaps-which
stud this region, and fill its maps, but few of whish have
been recognised under their modern names.

Jobtheel, mentioned just before Lachish, may perhaps be

Beit Jerja, a little north-west of Lakis. Next to it is named
Mizpeh, & very common name in Palestine and signifying
““wajch-tower.” The name is always given to some fort
in a commanding situation. It must have been on the spur
of one of the hills of Judah, near Gath or Blanche Garde;
.but nothing further is known of it.
. Dilian, the next town, is also lost. The place never
occurs in history after the allotment of Joshua, but seems
to have lain between Mizpeh and Ekron. The name,
signifying ‘“‘gourd” or ‘‘eucumber,” is most appropriate
for this cacumber-growing distriet, and is, with fair reason,
identified with Tina, a village with ruins, some miles south
of Ekron.

The next town mentioned, Mtgdalgad is easily identified
with the modern Mejdel, two and a-half miles inland from
Ashkelon ; it was evidently the centre eastle of Judah in
front of that city. Nor can we do more than conjecture
the position of the next two cities of the group, Hadashah
and Zenan (Zaanan of Micah i. 11), which must have been
in the district east of Ashkelon.

Along with Zaanan and other places in this region, the
Prophet Micah mentions Saphir, the modern Bawafir, a
group of three villages, all with the same names. They lie
‘about eight to ten miles north-east of Ashkelon, beyond
Mejdel, and in the directian of the four remaining atles of

this group.
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These are Gederoth, i.e., *‘sheep-ootes,” Beth-dagon,
Naamah, and Makkedah. These are represented respec-
tively by the modern Ghuderah, Beit-Dejan, Naamah, and
Mughir. Beth-dagon (the house of Dagon) clearly points
to a sect of Philistine idolatry. Ghuderah and Mughir are
close together, about two miles south-east.of Ekron, with
which they form a triangle; Naamah—its name unchanged
—is six miles north-east, and Beit-Dejan twelve miles
north, near Lydda. ' '

The identification by Mr. Palmer of the village of EI
Mughar (%.e., the Cave) with Makkedah is most important,
and shows how much' may still be done in Biblical topo-
graphy. It stands on a hill on the west of the road from
Ashdod to Ekron, which passes through a little valley;
and on the east side stands Ghuderah. Mr. Grove had
already pointed out, from the history of Joshua, that in
this district Makkedah must be looked for. Unfortunately
the caves, from which it takes its modern name, have not
yot been explored. The Cave of Makkedah is for ever
linked with the memories of the first great vietory of
Joshua—the battle of Beth-horon, before referred to—
which gave Israel the whole Amorite district of the south.
The cave must have been & well-known one, and outside
the city. To it the five kings fled after their utter rout.
Joshua at once followed with his vietorious hosts. The
cave had already been blocked by him to prevent eseape.
After significant ceremonies, caloulated to strike terror into
the Canaanites, the five were hanged, probably on some tree
sacred to idolatrous rites,and, when cut down at even, buried
in their hiding-place, to the mouth of which great stones
were rolled, that it might never again serve .as a refuge
for the foes of Israel. But meanwhile, flushed with trinmph,
the warriors hed, during the afternoon, stormed the city
of Makkedah itself, and put its inhabitants to the sword.
Makkedah was thus the first city captured after the fall
of Jericho ; nor does the place again occur ll.l history.
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We now turn to the east of the low country, to the
group of cities mentioned by Joshua as in the plain, or
Shephslah, nine in nuinber. These appear to have clus- -
tered on the edge of the hill ceuntry, most of them rather
facing and commanding the plain than actually on it,
though their lands stretched far below their fortresses,

The mostfamous and central ity of this group, Betogabra,
the Eleutheropolis of the Greeks and Romans, and now
Beit-Jibrin, i.e., the house of the giants, perhaps from the
Hebrew form Beth-gibborim, is the Glath of Old Testament
history, already mentioned. In Roman and Christian times
it became the capital of Southern Palestine, was destroyed
by the Baracens, rebuilt by the Crusaders, who have left
ruins of great extent, and, finally, it has dwindled to an
Arab village. Near it are many cave-dwellings and sub-
terranean villages, the work of the Idumsans.

A little to the south of it, Marash marks the Mareshah
of Joshua. It commanded one of the passes from the hill
country, and was fortified by Rehoboam after the severance
of the two kingdoms. To Mareshah the vast hordes of
Zerah, the Ethiopian, advanced up the Philistine plain,
when he was met and routed by Asa (2 Chron. xiv.) and
pursued to Gerar, It was the birthplace of Eliezer the
Prophet (2 Chron. xx. 87), and is denounced along with
other cities of this region by Micah (i. 16). It bore an
important part in the history of the Maccabees. Its ruins
are not very extensive : the materials having been employed
in building Eleutheropolis, Next to it both Joshua and
Micah name Achzth, which has not been identified, and is
probably the same as Chezib (Gen. xxxviii. §), where Judah
was when his son Shelah was born, .

Keilah, the modern Kila, lies half-way between Mare-
shah and Hebron, and really far retired from the plain.
Rescued by David from an attack of the Philistines, the
only interest attached to the name is eomnected with his
history. It was then a walled city, and David remained there
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for some time along with Abiathar, who alone of the priests .
at Nob escaped, and fled thither with the sacred ephod ;
but after a short sojourn it was revealed to David by the

"Lord that the men of Keilah would betray him to Saul,
- and he left the ungrateful city.

The next city, Nezib, lies to the north-west of Keilah,
about half-way between it and the plain, and is now known
a8 Beit Nusib, seven miles east of Beit-Jibrin. Its remains
are unimportant. A little north-west of this was Ashnah
(Asena), of which we know nothing farther, nor of Jiphthah,
the next city given. The next two cities of this group,
Ashan and Ether, must have been far to the south, towards
Beersheba, and were, from their position, saubsequently
allotted to the tribe of Simeon. The latter seems to be
represented by Tell Athar, a little to the north-east of
Beersheba.

Libnah, the last of the number, has left no trace in
the local nomenclature, but with good reason is identified
with Arak el Menshiyeh, a ruin-covered hill or desolate
heap, five miles north-west of Beit-Jibrin. This locality
also agrees with the indications in Joshua's route, who,
after the capture of Makkedah, marched against Libnah
and thence to Lachish. It was afterwards onme of the
cities of Judah, appropriated to the priests. It is men-
tioned as having rebelled against King Jehoran, son of
Jehoshaphat, but is chiefly remarkable as the place be-
sieged by Sennacherib after the fall of Lachish, and near
which the angel of the Lord destroyed his host. Hamutal,
the queen of Josiah, was a native of Libnah. It does not
subsequently appear in history.

We now come to the group of fifteen cities of Judah,
the first enumerated in the roll of Joshua, and which lay
north and east of Philistia. Few of them are of any his-
torical importance, and their chief interest arises from
their connection with the history of Samson, and David’s
exploit against Goliath. Of Gederoth (‘‘ sheep-cotes”),
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Grederthaim (“‘the two sheep-cotes”), and Adithaim, we
know nothing. They most probably were a little south
of Makkedah, and in the plain, as their names imply.
Sharaim, or Shaaraim, the next city mentioned, occurs as
on the route of the flight and slaughter of the Philistines
after the fall of Goliath, on their way from the Valley of
Elah (Wady Sumt), toward Ekron, west of Suweikeh,
—perhaps Shahmeh, since Shocoh and Jarmuth were on
opposite sides of this valley.

Azekah, on the Wady Sumt, a little to the west of
Shocoh, probably the modern Zakariya, is several times
mentioned ; first, a8 the place to which Joshua pursued
the Canaanites after the battle of Beth-horon; and, again,
88 the spot beyond which the Philistines encamped before

the battle in which Goliath was killed. It-was fortified by
Rehoboam (2 Chron. xi. 9), was one of the few remaining;

fortified cities of Judah at the time of the Babylonish.
Captivity (Jer. xxxiv, 7), and was re-colonised after the
return (Neh. xi. 30)..

The whole scene of the defiance of David by Goliath
lies here before us. As Azekah lies on the south side of

8 wide and not very deep valley, Sochok (now Suweikeh) -

commands the valley on the north side, retired about a
mile from its centre. The valley is the Vals of Elsh or
““the terebinth,” now Wady Sumt, ¢.e., ‘‘.of the acacia.”
The name of a different tree, equally characteristic of the
distriet, has been adopted; but still the butm, or tere-
binth, grows, and the celebrated butm of es Sumi is
‘probably the largest. .tree of the kind in Palestine. A
little way below Suweikeh, or Sochoh, two other wadys
fall into it, the whole forming an open space covered with
fields, opposite which, probably, the Philistines encamped
on the south side, at Ephes-dammim, now Damim, In
the centre is a pebbly torrent bed, ¢ smooth stones of the
brook,” and stunted acacias growing here and there. The
Isrnelites were camped nearer Sochoh, on the north
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gide. On the intervening open space the unequal contest
took place beiween the. champion of the Philistines and
the youthful hero, described in 1 Bam. xvii.

Adullam, the city named next, seems to have been a
little to the east, due north of Beit-Jibrin, probably at
Deir Dubbén, where are many of the vast caves mentioned
above, any one of which may have been the Cave of Adul- -
lam which served as the hiding-place of David. The
traditional site near the Dead Sea at Khureitun has no
authority. Adullam, as these caves would indicate, was
a very ancient place, mentioned in the life of Judah
(Gen. xxxviii, 1), and the seat of a Canaanite king. It
was fortified by Rehoboam and resettled after the Cap-
tivity. '

Recent research has very strongly confirmed the con.
jecture, previously founded on historical grounds alone,
that here must be placed the Cave of Adullam. In the
valley of Elah, half-way between Sochoh and Keilah, and
about eight miles north-east of Beit-Jibrin, lie a collection
of ruins, having the name Ayd-el-Mieh—the Arabic equi-
valent of Adullam. They are in a commanding position
in the valley, and consist of confused remains of dwellings,
with wells still open, aqueducts, tombs, hill terraces fox
cultivation, and rock fortifications. Without the walls and
on both sides of the valley are a series of caves, still used
as dwelling-places or stables, in which abundant room
might be found for David and his followers. The city
itself was evidently one of the strongholds by whieh the
raids of the Philistines upon the fertile corn land of Judah
could be held in check.

" Just to the north of Sochoh, on the edge of the hill
country, was another Canasnitish royal city, Jarmuth,
destroyed by Joshua—the modern village of Yarmuk. It
has no subsequent historical importance. .

The remaining cities of this group continue to occur as

we proceed northward. We pass Beth-shemessh and enter
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the borders of Dan. With the history ot the Danite hero,
Samson, several of these places are associated. Indeed,
two of them, Eshtaol and Zorah, or Zareah, were after
wards assigned to Dan. They are recognised in the
modern Surah and Yeshna, about two miles apart, and
two and a-half miles north of Beth-shemesh. Surah, or
Zorah, the home of Manoah and the birthplace of Samson,
is on the edge of the hill country, 1,150 feet above the
sea, on the southern end of & crest overlooking a valley
of the same name. From it we can see the line the
milch kine must have taken in coming up with the Ark of
the Lord from Ekron, and the valley the men aseended in
carrying it up to Kirjath-jearim.

On the opposite side of the valley, low down, is the
ruin of Ain Shems, the ancient Beth-shemesh, one of the
border cities of Judah, just two miles from the Philistine
plain, and with a wide sloping valley still covered with
corn-fields as it was when ¢‘ the men of Beth-shemesh were
reaping their wheat harvest in the valley,” and rejoiced to
welcome the returning Ark (1 Sam. vi. 13).

Close to Ain Shems is a great rock, still bearing the name
of Deir Eban, the great Eben, or rock, on which the Ark
was placed on arriving from Ekron (ver. 14). This tradition
of the ¢¢ holy rock” is most remarkable.

Beth-shemesh was one of the cities of the priests, and
was fortified by Rehoboam. Here was the scene of the
defeat of Judah by Jehoash, King of Israel, when King
Amaziah was taken prisoner and Jerusalem partly dis-
mantled and the Temple plundered (2 Kings xiv. 11). - In
the time of Ahaz it was taken by the Philistines.

8till standing at Zorah, and looking across the valley
further westward to the opposite crest, we can see the
ruin of Tibnah, the ancient Témnath—the place where
the Patriarch Judah kept his flocks, and to which ¢ he
went up,” intimating that it was on higher ground than
the plain. Samson went down to it to visit his betrothed,

-~
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a woman of Timnath. It is not in the plain, but 740 feet
above the sea; and Samson, in going to it from Zorsah,
would have to descend 700 feet into the valley and then
reascend 850 feet. Vineyards and olives still line the
gides of the hill (Judg. xv. 6), and corn waves in the

valley as when- Samson turned the jackals loose with the.
firebrands, and the Philistines cams up to Timmath and-
burnt Samson’s wife and her father with fire. Timnath:

was an important place in later Jewish history, and the
fourth of the military cities at the time of the destruetion
of Jerusalem. It is now desolate.

Yeshna, probably Eshtaol, is on a hill in the other
direction, two miles eastward from Zorah. Between them
in the hollow was Mahaneh-Dan, the fortified camp of the
warlike Danites in their constant struggles with the Philis-
tines, Here, among the old warriors of the tribe,
Samson’s boyhood was passed, and ¢ the Spirit of the
Lord began to move him" (Judg. xiii. 25); and hither,
after hig last exploit, his body was brought to rest in the
burying-place of Manoah, his father.

From Zorah and Eshtaol came the daring band who
orossed the whole territory of Israel, and surprised and
destroyed Laish, under Mount Hermon, making the Dan
of the north a more familiar name than the old Dan of the
Plain of Sharon.

The five remaining cities of this group seem to have

been crowded in this populous district, about sixteen miles’

west of Jerusalem. Ashnah—the Esna of later writers,—
Engannin, Enam, and Tappuah, have not been clearly
identified. Tappuah (apple) evidently took its name from
the apricots or apples grown so plentifully in this district.
Zanoah, the modern Zanfla, still exists as- a village, two
miles south-east of Zorah. 4

From this group we proceed naturally to the heritage
of Dan, i.e., the northern portion of the low country or
Sharon, as distinguished from Philistia. Eighteen cities
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are allotted to Dan in Josh. xix. 40—46. Five of these—
Ekron, Timnath, Zorah, Eshtaol, and Ir Shemesh, have
been already considered, for Ir Shemesh, ¢ the mount of
the sun,” is only the old name of Beth-shemesh, ¢ the
house of the sun.” These were the border cities south
and east. Of the others, with a single exception, we know
scarcely anything, and few of the sites can be oclearly
identified. The heritage of Dan was the smallest of all,

yet the richest, extending, according to Josephus, from'

JOPPA.

the foot of Carmel down the whole coast line. But long
after the partition of the land, ¢ the inheritance of the
Danites had not fallen to them among the tribes of Israel”
(Judg. xviii. 1). The old possessors would not yield that
rich plain of Sharon without a hard struggle; ¢and the
Amorites forced the childrén of Dan into the mountains,
for they would not suffer them to come down into the
valley ¥ (Judg. i. 84). It was only with the help of their
neighbour Ephraim that they were able to wrest a portion
from them.

.
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It is to be observed that the genealogies of Dan are
omitted in 1 Chronicles. The blessings both of Jacob and
of Moses foretell long wars and struggles as the portion of
this valiant tribe, which on coming out of Egypt was only
exceeded by Judah in the number of its fighting men., Of
itd allotted cities, we find, from Judg. i. 86, that Shaalbim
and A4jalon were long kept by the Amorites. The former
may possibly be ‘Esalin, near Zorah. Ajalon, ¢ the place
of deer,” is certainly Yalo, several miles north of it, close

SIMON'S HOUER,

to the road from Jaffa to Jerusalem. It was on the fron-
tiers of Judah, Benjamin, and Ephraim, and stands on the
side of a long hill which forms the southern boundary of
& fine valley of corn-fields, that Valley of Ajalon (now
Merj ibn Omeir) which witnessed the tremendous rout of
the Amorites by Joshua, and over which the Captain of
Israel bid the moon stand still. It was afterwards fortified
as a frontier city by Rehoboam.

Jethlah, rendered by Silatha in the LXX., remains in the

E
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modern village of Shilta, not far from Yilo, a Little o the
north-west of the lower Beth-horon.

The following Danite ecities, which stood, doubtless, in
the lower plain, are still unrecognised :—Elon, El-tekeh,
Baalath, Bensberak, and Gath-rimmon.

Mejarkon and Rakkon have been recently identified with
Oyfin Kara, in the Plain of Sharon, three miles south-east
of Joppa. Jehud may be traced in Yehudizeh, a village in
the plain, seven miles from the ses, east of Joppa; and
G1bbethon, far to the north of this, west of Samaria, was
held by the Philistines (1 Kings xv. 27) and besieged by
Omri (1 Kings xvi. 15).

Very different have been the fortunes of the last of the
cities of Dan, Japho, or Joppa, now Jaffa, or Yafa, which has
a continuous history in both sacred and profane story to
the present, caused chiefly by its being the seaport of
Jerusalem, In the monotonous line of coast, one elevated
knoll rises about half-way between the Desert and Carmel,

covered with buildings, the solitary exiating landing-place
~ for Judea. Joppa has been often destroyed but rebuilt
after the same old fashion, with curious beehive-shaped
little domes for roofs. Its houses still fill the extent of
the old walls, whilst a single gate opens on the road to
Lydda, the first stage towards Jerusalem.

Its New Testament interest is concentrated in the fact
of 8t. Peter’s sojourn in the house of Simon the tanner,
when the disciples had brought him thither from Lydda
on the ocecasion of the death of Tabitha. But with that
visit is bound up, not only the history of the resurrection
from death of that disciple, the benefactress of her sex,
but also at Joppa the new dispensation was first declared
open to Gentile as well as Jew, by the vision of Peter on
the "housetop, which divinely taught him to follow the
messengers of Cornelius and to accept into the Church by
baptism those who, like the centurion, did not belong to
the covenant people of Israel.
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‘The pilgrim is still shown Bimon's houge; It may very
possibly be on the site of the lodging of St. Peter, for the
aceessories fit in with the tradition. The house is close
to the sea; the wall of its yard is washed by the waves.
There is an old deep well in the court, notched and fur.
rowed by the water-drawing of many genérations, Tradi-
tion says that here was a tannery and that the well was
for its use. No place could be more secluded than where
Peter prayed, if this be, indeed, the spot, shut out from
view of the houses above, and close to the wall, away from
the city’s hum. There is the sea spread out, across which
the glad tidings were soon to be borne to another con-
tinent. Along the shore, by a curve in the coast line,
might be seen the road to Cmsarea, on which the mes-
sengers were hastening from Cornelius. Behind, but out
of sight, and hidden by a forest of palm-gardens and fruit-
trees, was Lydda, with its disciples.

The history of Joppa stretches many centuries on either
side of its central New Testament events. It has its place
not only in Israelitish history, but in Grecian legend, in
the story of the Crusades, and in the campaigns of Napo-
leon. Where the European traveller lands to-day, there
the men of Tyre warped their rafts of cedar, floated down
the coast from Lebanon, to be landed by Solomon’s ser-
vants for the building of the Temple of the Lord. Here,
too, by the charter of Cyrus, Ezra received his floats of
cedar-trees from Lebanon for the building of the second
Temple. It was at Joppa that Jonah took ship *to flee
from the presence of the Lord,” and was cast to the great
fish in his voyage from the same port where the Greek
poets fabled that Perseus delivered the virgin Andromeda
from the sea-monster.

In later times Joppa has been the theatre of many
struggles, as being the seaport of Jerusalem. It was the
scene of the meeting of Maccabsus and Ptolemy. It was
captured and recaptured and twice desiroyed by the

E2
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Romans. Again, it was overthrown by Saladin in the
Crusades. Three times in those wars were its fortifica~
tions destroyed—by Godfrey de Bouillon ; again, by our
own Richard Coour-de-Lion ; and, lastly, by 8t. Louis of
France.. Ever since the crescent has trodden down the
oross in Syria, Arab, Mameluke, and French have each in
turn sacked the place; and the blood-stained treachery
which dyes the last page in its story—its capture by Napo-
leon—will never be forgotten.

RUINS OF CZESAREA.

Nine miles inland from Joppa, after passing the village
Beit Dijan (Bsth-Dagon) we reach Ludd, the Lod of the
O1d Testament, Lydda of the New, and Diospolis of later
Greek writers. Within a few miles of it are Ono, Hadid,
and Neballat (1 Chron. viii. 12), still bearing the name of
Kefr Auna, Hadithet, and Beit-Neballah, mentioned only
in later records. The interest of Lydda concentrates in the
visit of St. Peter when he healed ZAineas, and was called
to Joppa to raise Dorcas, *‘and those that dwelt in (the plain
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' of ) Baron turned to the Lord"” (Acts ix.). Lydda had an
eventful history in the later Roman wars and not less in
those of the Crusades. Pelagius was once tried before a
council of bishops at Lydda. It was the birth-place and
burial-place of. 8t, George, the patron saint of England ;
and the church built by Richard Ceeur-de-Lion is still a
noble ruin, with a magnificent tower, Ludd is still a con-
siderable village, buried in palm-groves,

On the road hence to Jerusalem, but twenty miles from
thet city, is the village of Amwés, the ancient Emmaus.
Nicopolis, but which must not be econfounded with the
Emmaus of St. Luke, the site of which is much nearer to
Jerusalem,

During the Roman period, the ordmary lmhtary road to
the coast lay not by Lydda to Joppa, but by Gophna and
Antipatris to Cwmsarea, far to the north. Antipatris was a
military town, built by the Herods, forty-two miles from
Jerusalem and twenty-six from Ceesarea, on the site of Caphar
Saba of Josephus. There is a modern village, Kefr Saba,
two miles further from Cesarea, to which the name seems to
have become attached after the original site was deserted.
That site is plainly marked out at Ras el Ain, where a
large artificial mound is covered with old foundations,
and on the summit is the ruined shell of the fine old
castle of Mirabel ; while beneath it burst forth the springs
of the Aujeh, the largest springs without exception in all
Palestine, exceeding in volume those of the Jordan af
Tell Kadi. At the foot of the mountains, this was exactly
the point whence it was convenient for the horsemen to
accompany St. Paul to Cmsarea without the foot soldiers.
Two Roman roads may be traced from it, north to Cemsarea
and southwards to Lydda, on the ‘former of which a Roman
milestone still stands. To this day part of the pavement
remains on which 8t. Paul rode to Cmsarea, and by which
Pilate and Felix used to go up to Jerusalem. :

Casarea (to be carefully distinguished from the Cewsarea
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Philippi of the Gospels) was an entirely new city and port
built by Herod the Great, the official residence of himself
and his suecessors and, after them, of the Roman governors
of Judea, Pilate, Felix, Festus, and others. It lay half-
way between Joppa and Carmel, and is associated with
numerous and important events in the Acts of the Apos:
tles. -Here Philip the deacon resided (ch. viii. 40, xxi. 8).
Here Peter admitted the first Gentile convert, the centurion
Cornelius, into the Christian Chureh. Here Herod Agrippa
was smitten and came to his awfal end. Hence St. Paul
embarked for Tarsus after his eseape from Damaseus ; and
on his return from his second and third missionary journeys
he visited Cmsarea. Two years did he remain there bound
in prison, remanded by Felix and by Festus, before he was
sent as a prisoner to Rome.

The harbour of Ceesarea was altogether artificial, with a
magnificent breakwater, and the city had splendjd temples,
theatre, and cireus. It is now a scene of utter desolation,
with vast masses of ruin, many of them projecting into the
sea, but with no human inhabitant within miles of thé
once sumptuous capital of Palestine.

The only remaining town of Sharon is Dor, now the
wretched village Tantiira, allotted to Manasseh, but said
by Josephus to have belonged to Dan. It had a har:
- bour of some size: * Why did Dan remain in ships ?”
The ruins are still extemsive, projecting into the ses;
while the old tower, broken as it is, is still a conspicuous
landmark from afar. I found some fine fragments of
cdrving built into the modern hovels. Dor remained long
in Canaamnite possession, and its chiefs were summoned by
Jabin, King of Hazor, to fight against Joshua (Josh. xi. 2).
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CHAPTER IIL
THE HILL COUNTRY OF JUDAH.

Boundlﬂos of the Hill country—Absence o! rlvem—-l‘attlr—uo-hcn—l'.'ohtemou
~—80choh—Anab—Debir—Juttah—Jezreel— Zanosh—~Mson—Carmel— Ziph—
Castle of Kurmul—N: absl and Abigail—Zior—Dumah—Beth-tappuah—Ado-

" ratm—Hebron - M h — Mosque—Abraham’s Oak—Mamre—Halhul—
Beth-m—m-mom—ﬂedor—nnmth ~—Tekoa~— Beth-l-lmomn—mu

. i i Etar I ’s Pools—Bethlehem—Church of the
nmmy—se. Jerome~8hepherds—David’s Well-Rachel's Tomb-Ruth—

Kirjath-jearim.

From the low country of the coast we now turn east.
ward to the third pliysieal division of the territory of
Judah, recognised constantly in Holy Writ as ¢ the
mountains,” or the ¢ Ml country.” The line of demar-
cation between it and ¢ the south country” is very easily
reoognmed though they blend into each other. The great
pastare district of the south melts into the hill country 4
few miles to the south of Hebron. The northern part
of the ¢ Negeb” presents the appearance of a long series
of gently-rolling downs, wide shallow valleys, and broad
founded ridges.

But a few hours before reaching Hebron the valleys
become narrower and steeper; the hill-tops are sharper,
the ridges dre fall of caves, natural or artificial — thé
dwellings of the Horites, or Cave-men, in olden times ;
and when we reach Debir we can fully undetstand thé
petition of Achsah to her father Caleb: * Give me a
blensmg, for thou hast gwen me a south land : nge me
also springs of water” (Judg. i. 16), as we see the springs
gashing forth from the rocky side of the-valley, and feel we
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are no longer in & *south land.” Here the ruins of the
cities of Judah begin to crowd upon us. Almost every
hill-top is marked by the groups of deserted dwellings—
not grass-grown, like those of the south, but with walls
and narrow streets, bare and barren. Every name recalls
some incident in the life of the Bethlehemite—Jattir,
Lebaoth, Eshtemoa, Maon, Carmel, Ziph—scarcely altered
in the Arabic vernacular from the old Hebrew.

The register of Joshua gives thirty-eight cities in the
hill country of Judah, divided into five topographical
groups; and even among these are omitted some of
fature distinction, as Bethlehem and Tekoa. In the New
Testament history this region, with one important exeep-
tion, scarcely bears any part.

- But it is impessible to wander among these hills without
perceiving that the expression, ¢ her towns,” applied in
the enumeration {o many of the cities, was no mere figure
of speech. The groups of ruins, ¢ the desolate heaps”
of Judah, far outnumber any catalogue of her cities that
 has come down to us.’ There are no streams, but many

springs and wells innumerable, : i

The hill country culminates at Hebron, but it slopes
very little either east or west, forming throughout its
whole extent a rugged plateau from Philistia to the Dead

Bea ; and its deep dells, or wadys, are scarcely seen till
we are upon them. They ran for the most part east and
west from the central ridge, and add immensely to the
natural strength of the district, every nook of which is
almost a natural fortress, independently of the ecities
whose ruins erown every brow, where once ¢ the Lion of
Judah " crouched secure. The wells are sunk in hill and
vale alike ; and all the hill-sides, ribbed with their parallel
lines of terrace, once covered with gardens, vineyards,
and fig-trees; attest the indefatigable industry.no less
than the dense population of its ancient inhabitants. But
the position of the towns and the character of the ruins
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are so constantly alike, that it is in vain to attempt sepa-
rate descriptions for each, save in very few instances.

The first group of eleven oities, given in Josh. xv.
48—51, compriges the hill region south-west.of Hebron,
that which is traversed in coming up from Beersheba, = Of
these only six have been satisfactorily identified—the
pumber of unidentified desolate cities far exceeding any
number given in Seripture ; but the local names, so far ad
yet ascertained, do not help us'to assign the exact sites.
Shamir, Daunah, Gosken (a city of the -priests), Holon,
and Gilok the blrthphoe of Ahithophel, thus remain
undiscovered. Jattir is, so far as we know, the farthest
south-west of the number, on the bordér of the hill
country.

From this border, as we travel northwards, the ruing
follow fast and thick one after another. A large portion
of the houses remain intact: true troglodyte dwellings,
chiefly long archways, either the vaults of houses or the
roofing of streets, just as, to this day, many of the streets
of Hebron are dark tunnels, with an oceasional glimmer
of light through openings in the.archways.

Jattir, which is very perfect, and still called 'Attir, one
of the haunts of David in his exile and to which he used
to send presents—one of the cities allotted, with its
suburbs, to the priests—stands on a green ‘knoll, in an
amphitheatre of brown rocky hills studded with natural
caves. The writer counted upwards of thirty arched
¢rypts remaining entire within the broken walls, some
Jonger and some shorter, but mest of them without end
walls, as though they bad been passages or streets with
houses over them. They are generally eighteen or twenty
feet long, though I measured one forty feet. Those, of
which the gable ends were built up, had square doorways,
generally with ancient carvings over them. There were
several tiers of large dressed stones, forming the ground
plan of a square building, probably the church which
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existed here in the time of® Jerome. Outside the town, in
two places, lay the under stones of very large oil-presses,
an. undeniable evidence of the existence of olive-trees of
old, where trace neither of tree nor shrub remains. The
ancient terracing and the ‘vine heaps” on the hills
remain, and there are many wells, all now'dry and par-
tially choked with rnbbxsh Bnt there is no human in-
habitant,. .

. An hour north of Jattir we ecome on another deserted
city, very similar to it, ecalled Rafat, with its oil-presses
and very large ruined church, into which are built frag-
ments of yet more ancient architecture. Probably, from
its position, this may be the Goshen of Josh. xv. 51.

Lying midway between these two to the eastward is a
third desolate site, El Ghuwein, the Anim of Joshua, the
names having identical meanings. Half-an-hour north of
Rafat we reach Semia, the ancient Eshtemoa, and the
first - inhabited place in the whole distance from Egypt-to
Palestine. A short way before reaching it, cultivation
begins to-appear in the valleys, in the shape of a few
unfenced patches of corn. At Eshtemoa, too, we meet
with .the first trees—a grove of olives, a shrunken, decrepit
witness of former fatness. It must have been a flourishing
place to the time of the' Mohammedan conquest ; for there
are many Greek remains, among them the walls of a fine
Banhca. or. Early Greek church. It is 2,225 feet above
the sea.

Within sxght of Eshtemoa, due west, between three a.nd
four miles distant, we could distinctly mark the ruined
heaps and broken walls of SBuweikeh, the ancient Sochoh,
another city of this group. North again, about equidistant
from Sochoh and Eshtemoa, are the ruins of Anab, the
pame of which has been handed down in the speech of
men unaltered.for mare than three thousand years.

. Kirjath-sannah, or Kirjath-sepher (Judg. i. 11), the
same as Debir (Josh. xv. 15), lay further north and west
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than the other places of this group. It was taken by
Joshua after Hebron, or rather, as we see by the more
detailed account, by. Othniel, for love of Achsah, daughter
of Caleb, and was one of the cities afterwards allotted
to the priests. It does not appear in Iater history. I am
inclined to place it at Dewir Dan, two hours south-west of
Hebron, which exactly meets the conditions of the story
in Judges i. The two springs, the upper and the nether,
gurgle forth and trickle down each from the top of a
re-entering angle in the hill-side, forming a steep little dell,
which, olad with vines and olives, runs down into the main
valley. There are beautiful glimpses to be had from this
spot of the lowland plain and the Mediterranean beyond.

" The second group given by Joshua centres round He.
bron ; the third, consisting of ten cities, lies to the south
and east of the second and elose to that we have been
éxamining. Juttah, the modern Yutta, is the centre of
this group. It was one of the cities of the priests, all
of whose cities were in Judah, while all the Levitical
towns were distributed among the other tribes, and is inte-
resting as the traditional residence of Zachariah the priest,
and the birthplace of John the Baptist, and perhaps the
very place where Mary visited Elisabeth (Luke i. 89).
Its remains are very like those of Jattir and Eshtemoa,
but seemed to me less decayed than those of any other
town I examined, and there are still a ﬁewmbabxtants in
hovels among the ancient buildings.

Of the towns named after it—.Jezrecl whence David took
his wife. Ahinoam, Jokdeam, Cain, Gibeah (i.e., *the
hill '), and Témnah—we have not yet found .traces in the
Arabic vernacular, unless Zanoak be -the .same with
the ruined city Zanutah, lying south-west of the others
north of Jattir. But there are numerous unidentified sites,
a8 Susieh, Jembeh, Mirked, and Um el Areis, each of
whiéh must have had several thousand inhabitants. - None
-of these places recur in. later history. :
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There remain, however, three, whose identification is
undoubted, within five miles of each other, in a line from
south to north, s little east of Juttah, Maon, Carmel, and
Ziph, now Main, Kwrmul, and Zif, all three immortalised
by their connection with the romance of David's early his-
fory. Tell Main or Maon, the possession of Caleb and
the birthplace of Nabal, stands on a hill surrounded by
waste pasture lands, where David and his men wére bathing
when the treacherous Ziphites brought Saul down upon
them. Here ranged the 8,000 sheep and the 1,000 goats
of Nabal. The hill is more elevated than the rest, but the
ruins less distinet, though perforated by caves as numerous.

.Down the hill and up the next rise, we soon reach

the extensive ruins of Kurmul, the Carmel where Nabal
- sheared his flocks, the native place of Abigail the Car-
melitess, Here, in later times, Uzziah had his vineyards
(2 Chron. xxvi. 10). It became an important place and &
Boman garrison. A fine eastle surmounts the ancient
fuins, built by Herod, in the walls of which we see
the large bevelled masonry of Jewish architecture, and
repaired by Crusaders and Baracens. The interior is
vaulted in two stories, and there are many pointed arches,
with crypts intact. Thera is also a donble-walled round
tower and the remains of several churches; and a little
way down the hill, a birket or large open reservoir, full of
water, mentioned in Crusading history. Three or four
miles north we examined the ruins of Zipkh, as deserted ag
its neighbours, with very little left above ground, and not
8 vestige of the woods where -David lurked : all is bare
and desolate.

‘We are now within three miles of Hebron, round which
the second group of mountain cities clustered. Nome of
them re-appear in history. Arab, Eshean, Janum, Aphek,
Humtah are nnidentified. Zior seems to be Sa'ir north
of Hebron, while Dumah, now Daumeh, lies six miles
south-west, and Beth-tappuah, still with the same name
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Teffah, is west. 'The applés or apricots from which it is
pamed are gone, but the old terraces are still cultivated,
and it lies in a.nest of oliveyards and vineyards.

Just to this, south of it, are the ruins of 4doraim now
Dura, a fortified city built by Rehoboam ; and six miles
south of Dumsh, on the direct road from Egypt, on a
commanding height, 2,040 feet above the sea, are the
ruins of Dhoheriyeh, where the great battle of Beth-
Zacharia was fought between Antiochus Eupater and

HEBRON FROM THE SOUTH.

Judas Maccabmus (1 Mace. vi.). The ruins are very ex-
tensive and there is still a village; or rather inhabitants
live in the caves and vaults.

Hebron, originally Kirjath-Arba, now EIl Khulil, .e.,
¢¢ the friend ” (of God), from Abraham, stands 8,029 feet
above the sea, twenty Roman miles south of Jerusalem :
it is one of the oldest -existing cities in the world, a rival
of Damasous in antiquity, and still a thriving place. Its
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chief interest is in eonneetion with the histories of Abraham
and David. On its hill-sides and in the valleys below,
Abraham walked and communed with God. Beneath the
huge walls which seal the access to the Cave of Machpelah
under the sacred Mosque, the dust of the Patriarchs
moulders, or perhaps their embalmed bodies still remain.
It was a city when Abraham entered Canaan, 8,790 years
ago, and had not then fallen under the Anakim who fem-
porarily named it Kirjath-Arba. In the field and cave of
Machpelah, bought from Ephron the Hittite, were buried
Sarah and Abraham, Isasc and Rebekah, Jacob and Leah.
At the conquest it was the portion of Caleb, was afterwards
assigned to the priests, and was one of the six cities of
refuge. David reigned here over Judah seven and a-half
years before the murder of Ish-bosheth opened to him the
sovereignty over the whole land. Its subsequent history
is unimportant. Burned by Vespasian, taken by the Cru-
saders, retaken by the Saracens, it has had the vicissitudes
common to all the land.

There i8 nothing striking in the houses or streets. The
Great Mosque or Haram, over the Cave of Machpelah, is
the one spot of all absorbing interest. 'We were unable to
do more than look within the sacred enclosure. To the
Prince of Wales, accompanied by Dean Stanley, was
accorded the unique privilege of entering and examining
the Moslem sanctuary which covers the Patriarchs’ tombs.
Shrines are shown for all the Patriarchs ; but the cavern
below is completely closed from inspection, except by a
small hole in the pavement, down which no light is ad-
mitted. The outer wall of the area is about 200 feet long
by 115 wide, and upwards of 50 feet high, without a single
window or opening of any kind, except the doorways to
the north. It embraces not a level space, but the side of
" 3 very steep hill, just such as would include & sepulchral
eave. The stones are sumptuous in style and dressing,
like those of the great platform of the Temple area at
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Jerusalem. Some are between 80 and 40 feet long by:
8} or 4 feet. There are shallow pilasters 2} feet wide
and 5 feet between each, running evenly to the top; and
‘there is a simple and austeroe grandeur about the massive

T

MOSQUE OF HEBRON (MAOHPELAH).

plainness of the ancient wall which not even the paliry
Saracenic addition on its top and the two minarets at the
corners, can affect. It is patriarchal in its magnificent
simplicity. There is every reason to believe that this wall
is the work of the royal Bolomon, or perhaps of his greater
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father. It was far older than the time of Herod and
Josephus extols its beauty.

There are two enormous reservoirs of massive stone,
at the south, the other at the north end of the eity. The
former was ¢ the pool "’ by which David taught a higher
morality to Eastern conquerors, and hanged up the mur-
derers of his rival Ish-bosheth,

ABRAHAM'S OAK.

About a mile and a-half west of Hebron is a famous oak,
one of the largest in Palestine, 22 feet in circumference,
and the representative to modern pilgrims of Abraham'’s
Oak of Mamre. It is not, however, its descendant, for
Abraham’s tree was 8 terebinth, while this is a holm-oak.
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A walk up this valley, callgd, probably incorreetly, the
Vale of Esheol, explains at once that eatacomb of perished
cities, the hill country of Judah. Not an ineh of space
is lost. Terraces, where the ground is not too rocky,
support the 8oil. Ancient vineyards cling to the lower
slopes ; olive, mulberry, fig, almond, and pomegranate-
frees fill eyery availablo. cranny to the very crest; while the
bottom of the valley is carefully tilled for corn, carrots,
and cauliflowers, which in summer give place to a second
crop of melans and cucumbers. Streamlets of fresh water
trickle on each side of the pa.th. Two interesting manu.
factures are still carried on in Hebron, the preparation of
skin bottles and glass-works.

About two miles north of Hebron is a very interesting
ruin, now called Rameh or Ramel, said to be the ancient
Mamre, and where Abrabam’s celebrated terebinth once
- stood, under which, after the final overthrow of the Jews
- at Bether, o.p. 185, thousands of ocaptives were sold ag

slaves. The tree has long since perished; but a few
courses of the great Basilica, erected here by Constantine,
still remain, one 290 feet long and the other 160, the
stones being many of them 15 feet by 3 and 4 feet; and
Abraham’s well by its side, built like those of Beersheba,
still contains water. On the hill above, Abraham eould
pasily have seen the ascending smoke of the Cities of the -
Plain.

North of Hebron lay the fourth group of six mou.ntaln
cities given by Joshua. A mils north of Rameh we come
on the first of them, Halhul, where the little vﬂlage still
bears the same name unaltered. On the hill on the oppo-
gite side of the road is the next, Beth-Zur, still called
Beit-Sir, a strong natural position, commanding the
route to Jerusalem and the scene of many desperate en-
counters in the Maccabman struggles. A mile to the east
of ‘Halhul are the ruins of Beth-Anoth, another of these
oities, still called Beit-Anin.

F
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About three miles farther north and two miles west of
the road from Hebron to Bethlehem, another hill is crowned
by the desolate ruins of Gedor, now Jedur. But an im-
portant group of ruins ooccurs just before Jedur, ealled
Beit-Ummar, and which ean be scarcely any other than
Maarath of Joshua. A different identification has been
suggested by Mr. Drake, who thinks Maarath may be
Mons Mardes of 8t. Enthymius, which is probably Khirbat
Mird near Marsaba. This would place Maarath further to
the eastward. [Eltekon, the last-named of the group, has
not been discovered; but there still remain very near
Jedur, to the east, four ruined cities, whose Arabic names
do nof aid in their 1denhﬁoahon, one of which is doubtless
Eltekon.

The ruins of all these cities, especially Beth-Anoth 4nd
Beth-Zur, fortified by Rehoboam, are very important. At
Beit-Andn are four large cisterns and a square half mile
of ruins, of fine quarried stones; one building, 88 feet by
72; and the very streets may be traced. Near them was
the great highway to Egypt; and traces of the aneient
paved road remain and marks of wheel-ruts, where no
wheeled carriage has passed for centuries.

There are some cities of Judah omitted by Joshua,
which naturally come into this group. - Tekoa, about seven
miles north-east of Beth-Zur, is still called Tekua. It is
the centre of a strictly pastoral region, and was probably
never a walled town, though the ruins show many Hebrew
traces. It is interesting as the birthplace of the wise
woman sent for by Joab to reconcile David with Absalom,
and especially of the Prophet Amos, whose expressions
often illustrate the wild character of his native place. It
was fortified by Rehoboam.

Just opposite to it, on the north, stands the most re-
markable fortress in Judsd; Beth-Haccerem, formerly a
.beacon-fort, mentioned by Jeremiah (vi. 1): ¢ Blow the
trumpet in Tekos, and set up a sign of fire in Beth-Hee-
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cerem.” It was fortified by Herod and ealled Herodium ;
and hither that cruel monster’s body was brought for burial
after his death at Jaricho. It has since been called Frank

Mountain, and now Jebel Fureideis, and is & singular
trancated cone, rising like an artificial mound above the
neighbouring hills, and does not appear to have been
occupied since the Roman times.

. Between Tekoa and Fureideis are the eaves of Khurei-
tum, the traditional Adullam, They are vast enough to
afford concealment in their miles of labyrinth for any
number of men ; but, from the circumstances of the narra-
tive, I am inclined to place the true Cave of Adullam, as
has been stated in the last chapter, near Deir Dubban, on
the borders of the low country, in the west of Judaa.

Descending from Fureideis to the main road, between
Hebron and Bethlehem, we pass up the valley of Urtas, the
ancient Etam, fortified by Rehoboam, but more interesting
ag the site of the Gardens of Solomon and probably the
hereditary patrimony of David, described by Josephus.
The valley is now a blooming garden, having been pur-
chased and tilled by some Christian Israelites from Jern-
salem ; and many most interesting proofs of its former
wealth have been exhumed, especially a beautiful set of
marble baths, built after the Jewish fashion, with rich
carvings in the Egyptian style, probably the baths of
Solomon’s summer-house.

The valley is fed with water from the Pools of Solomon,
one and a-quarter miles above, at El Burak, on the road to
Bethlehern, These are among the most wonderful archi-
tectural remains of the old monarehy, partly excavated and
partly built in the narrow valley, one below the other. In

“length, they vary from 880 to 580 feet; in breadth, from

207 to 286 feet ; nd are from 25 to 50 feet deep. They
were the reservoirs which once formed part of the water.
sapply of Jerusalem, as they still do of Bethlehem and. of
the valley below. The labours of the Paléstine Exploration

F2
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Fund have shown how, fo feed these great cisterns, springs
_in various directions have been tapped at their soureces and
conveyed by secrot channels to the upper pool, the sealed
fountain of Solomon’s Song (iv. 12); while solidly-puilt
aqueducts at three different levels—the lower one completely
concealed from the detestion of an invader, so that if the
upper, or even the second, were taken, the third should
secure a never-failing supply—conveyed the water by the

SOLOMON’S POOLS,

hill-sides to Bethlehem and then to Jerusalem northwards,
while another channel drew off a part for the supply of
Hebron, Even to the present day the water flows in the
lower aqueducts, and is brought into Jerusalem under the®
Great Mosque on the site of Solomon’s Temple. It is,
no doubt, of these pools and of Etam that the wise man
writes : * I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted
trees in them of all kinds of fruits ; I made me pools of
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water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth' forth
trees” (Eccles. ii. 5, 6).

Three miles north of Solomon’s Pools stands the hallowed
town of Bethlehem. Though not named by Joshus, it was
a very ancient place, known by its earlier name of Ephrath,
or Ephratah, when Jacob returned from Padan-aram. The
old name lingered long, used both by Psalmist and Pro-
phets. The hill-side, from its base, is irregularly scarped
with terraces, and these are covered with the evergreen
olive. In many a corner the luxuriant fig-tree hangs in
strange shapes from the rocky bank, and vines are trained
over the terrace walls in all directions. Along the edge
of the vineyard the turf is carefully preserved and
pastured by tethered goats. From the gardens and vine-
yards we pass abruptly into the town, now no longer for-
tified even with that pretence of a wall which surrounds
most Eastern cities ; there are a few buildings outside, a
rare exception to the usage of Palestine. The houses are
flat-roofed, with very few windows looking into the street,
generally only a lattice over the narrow doorway. But
most of them have a little court-yard, into which the
lower rooms open, while a baleony projects in front of
the upper story, and a flight of stone steps leads up to
the roof. ‘

The population is at present about 4,000, though a few
years ago, before the Egyptian war, it passed 7,000; and
it is probable that with peace it will rapidly increase,
owing to the growing trade of the district. There are no
Jews in Bethlehem ; like Nazareth, its Christian associa-
tions repel them. In the cradle of his royal race the Jew
is even more a stranger than on any other spot of his own
land, and during the Middle Ages neither Crusader nor
Saracen suffered him to settle here. .

The only public buildings of Bethlehem are those con-
nected with the reputed birthplace of our Lord. The
church or Basilica, to the east of the town, is a grand pile
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of masonry, erested by the Empregs Helens, the-motherof
Constantine, A.0, 827, and dedicated to St. Mary. It is
beyond doubt the most ancient existing Christian ehurch
in the world, and for 1,560 years has been nninterrnptedly
devoted to Christian worship, It is an oblong, néatly
square, with & nave 170 feet long and a double aisle oa
each gide. The columns are of marble, said to have
belonged to the Temple of Jerusalem. The east end is
separated off by a wall and divided into chapels, from
whieh there is a descent into a grotto, said to be the birth-
place of our Saviour, It seems to have been a low cavern
hewn : into a rock, and not such as might have boen
connected with a dwelling-house as a stable, or have had
sccess for cattle. But the whole ground has been so
altored by buildmg, that we cannot pronounce it im-

At ’Athr, Yutta, and other plaoee we ﬁnd seveml TODmMS
hewn out of the side of the hill and a large open cavern
tdjoining, evidently intended for cattle. The inn, or cara-
vangerai, may have stood here, perhaps the very ope
founded by Chimham, son of Barzillai (Jer. xii. 17). . In
- thé stable adjoining, Joseph and Mary were compelled to
take refuge. The subsequent convulsions of the country
swept away all traces of the caravanserai, but the %ra-
dition of the spot survived—for we know it to be mmeh
older than the time of Constantine—and attached itself o
the prmmpal local featnre, the cave or grom below ihe
imh,’

In the days of Jerome tlus grotto was belwvedb be the
Holy Place of the Nativity, and was adopted by that holy
father as his home for more than eighty years. Here in
seclusion he laboured and wrote, and here he worked at
that noble legacy to the Christian Church, the Latin ver-
gion of the Holy Seriptures, which forms. the basis of the
Vulgate. : o

. Op & green -alope rising from - -parrow plaip, about 8
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mile east of the Church of the Nativity, stands & group of
ruins surrounded by olive-trees, poinfed out as the spot
of the angel’s appearance to the shepherds. From the.
richness of the soil and the faet of its being even now:
chiefly devoted to comn, it is far more probeble that the.
corn-fields of Boaz, where Ruth gleaned, may have been.
here, than that so fertile a spot should have been given up
to pasturage. But following on a few miles farther to-4he
eastward, we soon reach the bare hills where the wilderness
begins, over a large part of which the Bethlehemitos still
exercise eommon rights of pasturage. Here the sheep
would be too far off to be led into the town at night ; ‘and
here the jackal and the wolf still prowl, as the lion and
the bear had done in the days of the Shepherd King ; and
the watchful presence of the shepherds is required to guard
their flocks by night and day during the winter and spring,
when alone herbage in found there.

That Bethleshem never rose to be a place of any im-
portance, although it lay on the high-road between Syria
and Egypt, is probably due to the absence of water onits
gite. Solomon partially supplied this want, as we have
seen, by the aqueduct from his Pools ; but before that, the
only dependemre of the inhabitants was on a large cistern
outside the village on the north-east, still used and still
known as David's Well, evidently of most ancient construc-
tion. When David exelaimed, ¢ O that one would give me
to drink of .the water of the well of Bethlehem, that is at
the gate ! he was hiding in the Cave of Adullam. The
Philistines had garrisoned Betlilehem, but their camp was
to the north of it; and David’s men, coming from the
south, broke through'the garrison and drew water from
the well, without entering the Philistine’s eamp.

Not far north of the well is shown a simple square tomb,
the burial-place of Rachel, who was ‘“buried in the way to
Ephrath, which is Bethlehem " (Gen. xxxv.19). Thus the
story of Béthlehem cnrries. us back: to ‘the .earliest days,
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when the Patriarchs traversed this road between 8hechem
and Beersheba. .

There is- one touching dompstio ineident interwoven
with the memories of Bethlehem which is brought vividly
before us, a8 we look on these sloping fields to the east—
the story of Ruth the Moabitess. As we stand on the
convent roof over the Church of the Nativity, we can

RACHEL'S TOMB,

olearly desery, beyond the line of haze which marks the
Dend Sea, the hills of Moab. There must long have been
some friendly intercourse between Moab and Bethlehem.
Elimelech at onee withdraws to Moabin the time of famine
and continues there; there is no difficulty about . inter-
marriage ; and when David wishes to secure his parents
from the fury»of Saul he sends them to the house of the

King of Mosb.
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To this day the fields of Bethlehem illustrate many ap
incidept in the Book of Ruth, The very salutatiops
“The Lord be with you!” and the reply, *The Lord
bless thee ! ’ may be heard as the farmer goes up_to his
labourers. The supper of the reapers, when the day’s
work is done, is still the parched corn eaten on the spot— .
a fow bunches of fresh ears, singed in a fire kindled for
the purpose and then rubbed and roughly winnowed by
the hand. The large cotton or linen eloth, * the veil,”
which binds down the head-dress of the Bethlehemite
woman, is very distinet from the female dress elsewhere,
and is still, like Ruth’s, large enough to hold six measures
of barley ; and still the owner sleeps by his corn-heaps at

“night, generally with all his family, till the harvest is
finished.

About equidistant from Jerusalem and Bethlehem to the
west—in fact forming the angle of an equilateral triangle
with them—is a large almost isolated Tell, now called
Bittir, the ancient Bether, where the revolied Jews under
Barchobas made their last desperate stand against Hadrian,
A.p. 185. The place is a natural fortress, and tradition
still preserves the memory of that bloody struggle in the
name Khirbet el Yahud, ¢ the castle of the Jews,” by
which the ruins are known,

We are now close to the northern frontier of Judah apd
the border of Benjamin, But to these four groups of
hill-cities, from south to north, Joshua adds a fifth, com-
prising onlytwo cities, Kirjath-Baal and Rabbah, lying west
of Jerusalem, on the northern frontier adjoining Benjamin
and Dan, where Judah projected in an angle to the north-
west. Rabbah has not yet been recognised. Kirjath-baal
ig the same a8 Kirjath-jearim (Josh. xv. 60), and is alsp
several times called simply Baale or Baalah (2 Sam. vi. 2),
doubtless from a high place of Baal which once existed
there. It is now called Kuriet el Enab, 4.e., ¢ the ity of
grapes,” its old name signifying ¢ the city of forests; ™
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and it is worthy of note, that the only piece of true
primmvel forest I ever found in Southern Palestine was
on the ridge of hills between Enab and Wady Ghurab.
Kirjath-jearim ia still a thriving village with a fine old
Christian church, desecrated, and lies. on the high-road
between Jaffa and Jerusalem, As a frontier eity it is
mentioned both in connection with Mahaneh-Dan and with
Benjamin, The high-place of Baal was probably on the
heights just south of the road. Its chief Biblical interest
ig in the fact of its having been for twenty years the resting-
place of the Ark of the Lord (1 Sam. vi., vii. ; 2 8am, vi.),
whither it was fetched from Beth-shemesh and deposited
in the house of Abinadab, whose son Eleazar was con-
secrated as its keeper, until David brought it up to Jern-
salem. There is, doubtless, an allusion to the name
¢ Jearim,” 4.e., ¢ woods,” in the expression of the Psalmist
in his song on the bringing back of the Ark: ¢ We found
it in the fields of the wood ™ (Pe. exxxii. 6). Kirjath-
jearim only -appears in subsequent history as the birthplace
of the Prophet Urijah. It should not be forgotten that
Kirjath-jearim was a city of the Gibeonites, who were
thus for a time honoured by the presence of the Ark of the
Lord. .
A little off the road hence to Jernsalem to the north is
the small village ealled Amwas, which is most probably the
Emmaus of 8t. Luke’s Gospel, as has been pointed out by
M. Ganneay.
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CHAPTER IV.
THE WILDERNESS OF JUDAH AND THE DEAD SEA VALLEY.

The Wilderness, “ Midbar "—The Balt Sea or Dead Bea—Description—Its rivers
~—Jordan — Callirhoe—Arnon — Jeded Usdum— Mountain of Salt — Bonthem
-+ Ghor—Safich—Clitles of the Plain—Sodom and & h—Lot’s ot
View from Mamre—from Pisgah—Invasion of Chedorl His route—
Vale of Siddim—Zoar—Beth-arabah—City of Salt—Engedi—Hazezon-Tamar
~Ain Jidy—-W1ld Goats—Vineyards—Cliff of Ziz—Masada—SebdeA—Its sicge
and end—Beth-Hogla—Gilgal—Valley of Achor—Adummim-Keziz—Jericho
*  —Br Riha—Rahab—Elisha’s Fountain—Elijah—Aqueducts—Aén Dak—Qua-
rantania Mountain — Monasteriee—Fords of Jordan—Beth-Nimrah—Beth.
abarah—Passage of Joshua—of Elijah—of our Lord—Zemaraim—Phasaelis,

To complete our survey of the territory of Judah, there
only remain the six cities named by Joshua as in the
¢ Wilderness,” Midbar, i.¢., the wide open space or
country of the nomads, as distinguished from the cul-
tivated and settled lands. From. the fact of Engedi, the
City of Salt, and Beth-arabah being included, it must have:
embraced not only the waste lands of the upper level,
but also the cliffs overhanging the Sea and the strip of
shore at their feet, on the edge of the Lake itself. The
whole west shore pertained to Judah ; and it will be con-
venient, therefore, to examine the basin of the Dead Sea
at the same time,

Very soon after leaving Hebron and Bethlehem, and
almost immediately after leaving Jerusalem, we enter upon
the ¢ Midbar " or Wilderness of Judma, which forms the
whole eastern frontier of Judah. It has never been cul-
tivated, excepting in a few spots, and seems to have been
always destitute of trees. With the exception of an old
fort, here and there, there are secarcely any traces of
former permanent habitations. Its wadys, with, for the



THE WILDERNESS AND THE VALLEY. - m

most ‘part, only scanty and occasional supplies of water,
run eastward to the Dead Sea, cuiting through the soft
limestione te amazing depths near its shores. The general
slope of the ground is towards the east, ill, close to the
Bea, it breaks off into precipitous heights, with very few
passes, beetling 1,000 feet and- more above the shore.

But here and .there, at the mouths of the ravines, are
little embayéd spots of sarpassing fertility and a tropiegl
climate, where towns have formerly stood. As the surface
of the Lake i8 depressed no less than 1,800 feet below
the level of the Mediterranean and Red Beas, the tempe-
rature is exceptionally warm and the products, animal
and vegetable, are truly tropical, and, for the most part,
entirely different from the indigenous forms of life in the
rest of the country. This ¢ ciccar,” or Plain of Jordan,
has, therofore, from the very earliest times of history,
been inhabited and cultivated by man.

There is no evidence, but the contrary, that there has
been any change in the general form and appearance of
the Lake since the creation of man. It is about forty-six
miles long and ten wide, and has no outlet whatever,
being, in fact, the deepest depreasion known on ‘the sur-
face of the earth. It receives at its northern end the
constant - flow of the River Jordan, on its eastern side
the Callirhos and the Arnon, now-the Zerka Main and the
Mojib, besides some smaller streams. At its south end,
the Fikreh, Jeib, Kuseib,  Ghurundel, and other streams
draining the Arabah, empty themsélves into it; and on
the west, the little stream of Engedi.and several others
add to its waters. Yet this enormous inflow is fully
counterbalanced by the gontinual evaporation from its
surface. There are also many springs on its shores and
within its shallower waters, some hot, some salt, some
sulphurous, and others fresh, which contribute to its bulk.

The most famous characteristic of the Lake is its
extreme and nauseous saltness and bitterness, concerning
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the effects of which many fabulous tales have been told.
That no living thing can long exist in these mineral waters
is an ascertained fact. But, apart from the water itself,
there-is nothing unhealthy or poisongus in the Lake or its
surroundings ; and wherever there are fresh streams or
springs close to it, they absolutely teem with life. From
the perennial tropical ‘summer which exists in this deep
chasm, a variety of animal and vegetable life has been
preserved, especially about the southern end, which is
truly tropical in ite character and very different from any
other within many hundred miles. The water is so satu-

SOENE NEAR SOUTH END OF THE DEAD SEA.

rated with salt that it is impossible to sink in it, and, in
fact, at the south end it is really & saturated solution of
salt, There are various other mineral salts in Solution
which add to its nauseous qualities. The principal catse
of its saltness is to be found in Jebel Usdum, an isolated
mountain of rock salt.

From the name of this mountain, Jebel Usdum, i has
been popularly supposed that Sodom was situated at the
south end of the Lake. It must be admitted that the
southerh end is Very shallow,~-little more than a lagoon ;
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and there is a wide plain, a dead level, extending some
oight or ten miles south of the Lake, called by the Arabs
“ El Ghor,” whieh is oonjectured to have been the site of
the Cities of the Plain. Bat this plain i3 covered by a
layer of sand, gypsum, and salt, and yields no evidense of
having ever been cultivated in historical times.

The most gingnlar feature connaested with the Dead or,
48 it is always called in Scripture, the Salt Sea, i this
Jebel Usdum, & great mass of rook salt, three hundred and

MOUTH OF CAVHERN IN JEBEL USDUM,

fifty feet high, about seven miles long from north to sotth
and from a mile to & mile and a-half wide, covered &t the
top with a loose crust of gravel, flint, gypsum, and ¢halky
marl, almost level but full of fissures and cracks, 86 that
it is impossible to explore what looks like an innuiterabld
collection of blunt pinnacles erowded together. Portions
of the salt cliff are continually splitting off and fallitig,
loaving perpendicular faces; and there are some lobg
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narrow eaverns, like the labyrinths of a deserted mine.
By the side of, and under the salt mountain, various
streams are continually pereolating towards the Lake and
ecarrying with them the thick solution of brine they absorb
in their eourse. The eonsequence of this is a continual
increase in the solid matter contained in the waters of the.
Lake, which are more intensely saturated with the various
salts at the shallow south end than at the north, where
the inflow of the Jordan and the immense depth of the
fissures of the Lake, in places over two hundred fathoms,
combine to modify the saturation.

But though no life, animal or vegetable, can possibly
continue in the Lake, there is—wherever, as on the whole
south-east shore and in various spots on the west side,
fresh water flows into the Lake—a positive exuberance of
life to the water's edge. This is especially the case in the
¢¢ Safieh,” the southern plains of Moab at the south-east,
and at Engedi on the opposite shore. From the earliest
times to the present these spots have been carefully calti-
vated. Engedi was contemporary with the Cities of the
Plain. When we see the surprising fertility and delicions
climate of these buried nooks, we can well understand the
attractiveness of these cities and their lands to Lot.

Of the site of the four cities, Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah,
and Zeboim, destroyed by fire and brimstone from the
Lord, it is scarcely necessary to say that no trace remains,
- though an enthusiastic and somewhat imaginative traveller
believed that he had detected them. Seripture does not
state that they were engulphed in the Sea, but that they
were destroyed, and ¢ the whole land thereof is brimstone,
and salt, and burning, that it is not sown, nor beareth, nor
any grass_groweth therein” (Deut. xxix, 28). A deserip-
tion which would equally apply to the desolate plain at the
gouth end and to the barren, snlphur-spread tract between
Jericho and the north end. It has been questioned at
which end these,. almost the oldest cities in the records
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of human history, stood, Tradition places them at the
south,

There is, however, some reason for supposing them to
have been at the north end. When they are first men-
tioned (Gren. x. 19), they are spoken of as cities of the
Canaanites on their border. They are next named in
Gen, xiii,, in the account of the separation of Abraham
and Lot. Abraham and Lot stood together between Bethel
and Hai, when ¢ Lot lifted up his eyes and beheld all the
plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere,
before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as
the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou
comest unto Zoar ” (Gen. xiii. .10). From the hills where
they stood, it is impossible to gain & glimpse of the south
end of the Dead Sea, while the plain of Jericho is spread
almost at the beholder’s feet.

Again, after the destruction of the cltles, we are told
that Abraham, then encamped at Mamre, ¢ looked toward
Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the
plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went
up as the smoke of a furnace” (Gen. xix. 28). The
accuracy of the expression is to be noted. Not he sawy
but he looksd toward the Cities of the Plain. From the
hill above Mamre the plain itself cannot be seen, but the
depression between the nearer hills and the distant tops of
Gilead is plainly to be perceived, which is not the case
with the depression of the southern end of the Dead Sea.
Thus Abraham could at once have identified the locality
whenee the smoke aroge.

Once more, in the view which was granted to Moses
from the top of Pisgah, he beheld *¢ the south and the
plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm-trees,
unto Zoar.” Now from the summit of Nebo it is utterly
impossible to behold the south-east of the Dead Sea, the
sitaation of the modern Dra’a, which ig said, by a tradi-
tion not earlier than the times of Josephus and Jerome, to

G
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be. Zoar ; but if we place. Zoar—as it naturdlly wonld be
placed, according to the narrative of Lot's e80ape—A0me:
where north of Engedi, on the west side—or, as I concéive,
more reasonably in the same parallel on the east side of
the Dead Sea~—we see the limit of Moses’ view, in accord-
ance with the Sacred Record. From the top of Nebo, the
view of the Plain of the Jordan runs on uninterruptedly
till it is cut off by the headland of Ras Feshkhah, the
Arabic equivalent of Pisgah, and exactly in front of it,
Ziara, projecting in front of Nebo. .

The Cities of the Plain are connected with the history

RAS FESHKBAH.

of an event which is, on many accounts, of much interest
—the first organised expedition for conquest recorded in
history. - Chedorlaomer, Prince of Elam, havmg extended
his conquests over Babylonia and the adjoining region, nea.rly

‘two thousand years before the Christian era, organised,

with his subject princes, an expedition against Canaan, and
having marched an army nearly twelvé hundred miles,
from the Persian Gulf to the shores of the Dead Sea,
beld Palestine and Syria in snbjecuon for twelve years:
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He was the prototype of the great Oriental conquerors,

who have suddenly built up vast empires in Asia, which

have as suddenly crumbled. On the rebellion of the

Cities of the Plain, in the fourteenth year, we are told

(Gen. xiv.) that the Assynans smote the Horites in Mount
Seir unto El Paran (see ch. i.), and returned and smote

the country of the Amalekites and also the Amorites that-

dwelt in Hazezon-Tamar or Engedi. After this the King

of Bodom and his confederates met the invaders in the .
Vale of Siddim, and, on their defeat, Abraham pursued

the victors on their mareh home by Damasous, and over-

took them in Laish, or Dan, under Mount Hermon. Had

* Bodom and the other cities been situated at the south

end of the Sea, it was certainly not after smiting the

Amalekites and the Amorites at Engedi that they would

have met the invader, but long before he reached Haze-

" zon-Tamar. But if Sodom and the eonfederate cities
were in the Plain of Jordan, there is a topographical

- sequence in the whole story: while Abraham and his allies
hurriedly pursue the plunderers up the Ghor, or Jordan
Valley, without delay, till they overtake them at the
source of the Jordan. -

. 'The Vale of Siddim is only mientioned in this place
(Gen. xiv.), and it is added, ¢ which is the Salt.Sea.”
But as the word vale, emik, signifies a broad valley en--

- closed by hills, and as, from the narrative, it must have

been north of Engedi, it seems most probable that it was

‘one of the wide open valleys near Jericho, or the plain at
the north-west corner, and that the expression, ‘‘ which
is the Balt Bea,” signifies, as in other similar passages,
¢ which is at the Salt Sea.”

There is some difficulty in fixing the site of Zoar, the
fifth of the confederate cities, and the only one which
escaped destruction. Its oldest name was Bela (Gen.
xiv. 2). It is only mentioned afterwards in the prophecles
of Isaiah and Jeremiah (Isa. xv. 5 ; Jer. xlviii, 84), in

2
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connection with places in the north of Moab; and mare
especially in the account of the view granted to Moges
from the top of Pisgah: ¢ The plain of the valley of
Jericho, the city of palm-trees, unto Zoar,” referred to
above. In accordance with this, the Targum of Jergsa-
lem identifies it with Jericho, from which it could not be
far distant. Buat we find from later writers that there was
a Zoar to the south-east of the Dead Sea—the modern
Dra’a, Though the names are somewhat similar, this
place could not have been the refuge of Lot, as, wherever
Sodom be placed, it was far too -distant fo be reached
during the short period of Eastern sunrise. I believe the
exaot site is to be found on the other side the Dead Sea,
just below Nebo, in a line between it and Ras Feshkhak,
The reasons for the identification are more fully given
in ch. xv,

‘We scarcely know more of some of the later cities in
the Wilderness of Judah, named by Joshua. Betk-arabah
(house of the Desert) must have been in the sunken
valley and on the border of Benjamin, as it is afterwards
given among the cities of that tribe (ch. xviii, 22), and,

_therefore, was on the northern boundary of Judah, south
of Jericho. Beth-hogla (Ai.n Hajla) is a frontier-city of
Benjamin, the site of which is well known,

Of the next eities, Middin, Secacah, and Nibshan, no
trace has been found in modern nomenclature, though
there are many sites along the western shore, as Terabeh,
Feshkhah, the Arabic equivalent of Pisgah, and others,
which afford proofs of ancient occupation. The City of
Salt, where there are go many salt springs with vegetation
round them, gives us no further clue; though not far
from Masada, south of En-gadi, one of the ravines, with s
stream and gréen borders, bears the name of Wady Malah,
i.e., salt valley,

. The last city, En-gedi, now Ain Jidy, ¢ the spring of the
kid,” is well known. It is the most Jovely spat on
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the borders of the Salt Sea. Its more sncient name
was Hazezon-Tamar, i.e., the pruning of the palm”
(2 Chron. xx. 2), and it was an existing eity when Hebron
first arose. -Associated by its name and by Beriptural
allusions with the palm-tree, the camphire, and the vine,
not a trace of these remains above ground. The “ cluster
of camphire in the vineyards of En-gedi” (Cant. i. 14) is
withered and gone, all save a fow straggling plants, on the
verge of extinetion. Their place is occupied by the dark
gnarled acacias, with their umbrella-like flattened tops,
by tamarisk-trees and a fow jujube thorn-bushes. These
dot a semi-circular recess, about a mile and a-half in
extent every way, scooped out of the mountains which
bury that deep Salt Lake.

Through this little embayed plain three fresh sweet
streams work their way to the Sea. The centre one is
the true Ain Jidy (En-gedi). Several hundred feet up the
slope its little silver thread may be seen, bounding and
skipping kid-like, from rock to rock, in tiny eataraots, till
it reaches the little plain. Below these falls, in the centre
of the plain, is a group of ruins of some extent, built of
large squared, but now much weathered stones, so confused
88 to afford no clue to the old ground-plan of the build-
ings. These cxnmbled walls carry us with a mighty stride
across the history of man, They are all that remain to tell
of & city as old as the oldest in Syria, perhaps in the world.

En-gedi rarely oceurs in subsequent history, David with
his men resorted to its cliffs—then, as now, the strong-
holds of the ¢ wild goats” or Syrian ibex. It was the
trysting-place of the hosts of Moab and Ammon, when
they came up against Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. xx. 2), and is
to this day the route always taken by invaders from the
- pouth-east, who march along the shore round the south end -
of the Dead Sea and up the west side as far as En-gedi,
when they ascend the pass. North of it the shore is qmte
impracticable.
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The vineyards of En-gedi have withered, butthe ter-
races—with the tanks, cisterns, and beautifally-wrought
channels for conveying the water to. the roots of the vines—
still romain uninjured on all the lower slopes of the sur-

BN-GEDI,

rounding hills, though not a vestige of #oil now covers the
rocks. Its balsam, camphire, and palms remained till
the fourth century A.p. ; and there are abundant evidences
of the palms in the masses of petrified palm-trees, with
their fronds and fruit, in the limestone gorges opening on
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the plain, .The namé does not aceur in after history; and
the only inhabitants are & fow Arabs, who ooeagionally
eneamp and plaut cucumbers and melons on the gravelly
soil,

Just above En-gedi seems to have been the Clif of Ziz
(2 Chron. xx. 16), by which the road to Tekoa passed.
The table land immediately dhove the pass is still caljed
El-Husasah, i.s., Haz-ziz.

‘We can searcely leave the western shores of the Dead
Bea without mentioning one place, Masada now Sebbeh,
which, though it does not ocour in Holy Writ, bears an
important part in the closing scenes of Jewish history.
Half-way between En-gedi and the south end of the Lake
stands a bold isolated rock—a very inland Gibraltar—
orowned by certainly the most remarkable ruin in Pales-
tine, The fortress was built by Jonathan Maccabesus in
the second century B.c., and was strengthened and bean-
tified by Herod the Great, ag & last impregnable place of
refuge., On the fall of Jerusalem, when taken by Titus,
Eliezer and a band of desperadoes seized Masada, which
was abundantly stored with provisions and arms, Flavius
Silva, with a strong Roman foree, besieged it for months
in vain. At length a stupendous causeway, which still
exists, was erected against its western side, and the walls
baftered into a breach. This the Jews repaired by the
erection of a framework, which the Romans at length sue-
ceeded in igniting. When entering on the following morn-
ing, prepared for a final attack, they found Herod’s palace
blazing in ruin, and apparently not a human being left
alive, till an old woman- emerged from a vault and told
the tale of horror: how two women and five children were-
the edle survivors'of nine hundred and sixty-seven persons,
who, rather than submit, had first slain their own wives
and children, and then drawn lots to decide who should by
the executioners of their brethren ; until the last who re-
mained, after despatohing his brother exeeutioners, set fire:
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to their gathered treasures, and having examined the
prosirate multitude to see that not one breathed, foll on
hig own sword—the last, as he thought, of the garrison of
Masada, The two women and their children had con-
cealed themselves, and escaped alone to tell the tale, From
that day the name of Masada disappeared from history,
till it was re-discovered standing out over the waste a few
years ago. With Masada closed the chapter of Jewigsh

natjona] history.

NORTR BND OF THE DRAD SHA,

" North of En-gedi again are several green oagses under
the cliffs, where springs or the mouths of wadys nourish
vegetation, and where some of the lost cities of Judah
must have stood. At Ain Feshkhah, the most northerly
of these, the Ghor, or Plain of Jordan, beging, The
plain is arid and sterile, strewn with sulphur, salt, and
gypsuny, yet there are frequent traces of old buildings.
We arq here_ n the frontier of Judah #und Benjamin.
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The boundary is thus deseribed (Josh. xv. 6—7): ¢ The
east border (of Judah) was the Sali Sea, even to the end of
Jordan. And their border in the north quarter was from the
bay of the sea at.the uttermost part of Jordan " (i.e., at
the mouth of the river); ¢ and the border went up to Beth-
hogla, and passed along by the north of Beth-arabah ; and
the border went up to the stone of Bohan the son of
Beuben ;. and the border went up toward Debir-from the
valley of Achor, and so northward, looking toward Gilgal,
that is before the going up to Adummim, which is on the
south side-of the river ; and the border passed toward the
waters of En-shemesh, and the gomgs out thereof were at
En-rogel.”

Let us take each name separately, and we shall be able
to trace the land with almost minute accuracy. From the
Jordan’s mouth the line ran to Beth-hogla.

Beth-hogla still continues as Ain Hajla, five miles south-
east of Jericho, and not very far from the ruins of a large
convent. The well, considered by the Arabs the best in
the country, is in a slight depression in the midst of a
sandy, scrubby plain, unmarked by tree or ruin. It has
been neatly built, and its overflow—for it is a perennial
spring—forms a little oasis of herbage round it, with a green
strip towards the Jordan till its moisture is exhausted.
The stones have probably been all removed for the building
of the monastery.

Beth-hogla is probably the En-eglatm of Ezek. xlvii. 10.
The names are not very different in Hebrew. In the vision
of Ezekiel, En-gedi and En-eglaim seem o denote extreme
points, such as this would be. We have also the authority
of an old Jewish writer for the identification.

@ilgal stood near this, about two miles ‘north-west, ¢in
the east border of Jericho.” Its.position can be laid
down aceurately, though but faint ruins mark its site. Its
interest centres in its. having been the first .camping-
ground of the hosts of Israel after crossing the Jordan.
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Here were set up the twelve stones taken from the bed of
the river as a witness. Here the younger Israclites were
circumcised, and here the first Passover was kept in the
land. Joshua seems-to have made it a permanent camp ;
and Saul here marshalled his forces against the Philistines
(1 8am. xiii. 4, 7). Afterwards it became one of the holy
places, where Samuel offered sacrifice and executed judg-
ment. Hither the men of Judah came to meét King David
on his return from his flight after Absalom’s defeat. It is
never mentioned afterwards, excepting in Hosea and
Amos as having been a seat of the idolatrous worship of
Isracl. The site, a mile and a-half from Er Riha, the
modern Jericho, is marked by a number of artificial mounds
called Tellayla't Jiljulieh, traces perhaps of the permanent
camp of Israel. Latin writers speak of the spot as being
venerated, though deserted, in the Christian times.

Next to Beth-hogla is Beth-arabah. The name has not
been recovered, but the place is indicated by some ancient
ruins on Tell el Moghyfer, near the opening of the ravine
Khawr el Kataf. The next landmark, the Stone of Bohan,
has not been identified, M. Ganneau’s conjecture, though
ingenious, being scarcely satisfactory in identifying it with
Hajr el Asbah. Of Debir, the next place, we have a trace
in the Pass of Dabr, near the khan on the Jerusalem and
Jericho road. Next, the line follows the Valley of Achor,
which can only be the Wady Kelt, so well known to
travellers from Jerusalem to Jericho, and the only valley
near Jericho besides the one named above. It was in the
opening of this valley, near the eity of Jericho, that Achan
was stoned (Josh. vii. 24).

Next, we have ¢ the going up to Adummim, which is on
the south side of the river.”. By ¢ the river” Wady Kelf
only can be meant. It is the most conspicuous feature
here, and has three sets of springs. ¢ The going up " is
probably the ascent to Tel'at el Damm, e.g., ¢ Mount of
Blood,” & medimval fortress, surrounded by a rock-hewn
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moat, standing above the well-known khan, and command-
ing the Jericho road, on the south of the Kelt. The name,
¢ Mount of Blood," applies not only to the castle but to the
eminence of bright red-coloured rock on which it stands.
It was known fo the Crusaders as ¢ Tour Rouge.”

En-shemesh, *‘ the fountain of the sun,” the next land-
mark, is probably Ain Haud, on the same road to Jerusa-
lem, which will be mentioned hereafter.

PLAIN OF JORDAN, FRQM THE GOING UP OF ADUMMIM (TIME OF HEROD).

Thus the whole boundary ran along that pass above the
Kelt, which has been from the earliest times the road from
the Valley of the Jordan to Jerusalem ; on which the scene
of the parable of the Good Samaritan is laid ; and which our
Lord so often traversed. At the foot of the pass was
probably the Valley of Keziz, one of the towns of Benjamin,
of which no further mention oceurs.

Jericho itself is the next town, always the most important
in the Plain of Jordan. At the time of the conquest it was
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a walled city of importance and of great wealth, as we
learn from the account of its spoils, where brass and iron
are especially mentioned. The name has been preserved
in the modern Arabie, in the village of Er Riha, which,
however different in our English pronunciation, is actually
the equivalent of the Hebrew Jericho.

The history of Jericho extends from the entranee into
the Land of Promise by Joshua, through the New Testa-
ment epoch to the time of the Crusades. It was in the
allotment of Benjamin, but so close to the frontier, that
¢ the eity of palm-trees " is more than once spoken of as
if it pertained to Judah, in the same way that Jerusalem
is frequently referred to. The palm-irees, which require
human care to continue their succession, have all but dis-
appeared. One old tree, with'a clump of seedlings round
it, was all we found, and that on the outskirts of the oasis
of Jericho near Gilgal. :

Jericho is first mentioned when the spies from the eamp
at Shittim were entertained by Rahab. She and her
family were saved and lodged without the camp; but
there is no hint that her house escaped the general de-
struction, though the monks of the Middle Ages professed
to show it. Rahab afterwards married Salmon, the father
of Boaz, and of course had settled at Bethlehem. It has
been & question whether Jericho continued to exist in
village-shape after its destruction by Joshua and the eurse
on its restorer, fulfilled in the domestic desolation of Hiel
(1 Kings xvi. 84). As it was assigned to Benjamin, we
. can gearcely suppose that its fields remained uncultivated ;
and the curse was upon the restorer of the city, as a
walled town, not upon its cultivator. Two springs of
marvellous exuberance are the source of the wealth of
Jericho, and they must have had the same fertilising power
of old a8 now. It is true that one of them, Ain Sultan,
seems to be beyond question identical with the fountain
whose bitter waters were healed by Elisha, by whose name



THE WILDERNESS AND THE VALLEY. 95

it is familiaily known among Europeans ; but in'its:former
brackish state—a character - which ‘it shared with many
existing springs of the neighbourhood—its waters, though
disagreeable and unfit for drinking, were not inimical to
vegetation, especially to the. characteristic palm, which
rejoices in saline ground. The land was, therefore, in all
probability continuously cultivated, though the husbandmen
may have lived at Gilgal and the many other villages in
the neighbourhood. . .

Once restored, it rapld.ly became of mportance. It was

SARACENIO RUINS AT JERICHO,

on the route across Jordan, both from Judea and from
Benjamin, and from it the road diverged to the lower fords
towards Moab and the upper ones towards Gilead. Here
was established one of the schools of. the prophets, fre-
quently resorted to by Elijah and Elisha. It was the last
place visited by them before the translation of Elijah just
across Jordan, and hither his successor returned and hea.led
the spring of the waters (2 Kings ii.).

Down to the Plain of Jordan Zedekiah fled a.fter tho
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capture of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kings xxv. 5),
and here ho was taken by the Chaldmans. The place was
restored after the Captivity, and the men of Jericho bore
their part in the rebuilding of Jerusalem (Neh. iii. 2).

In later times it beeame one of the five chief eities of
the Jews. Here Pompey encamped. Herod the Great,
who had a passion for public buildings, bestowed mueh
labour on Jericho, with whose rose-plants Wisdom herself
did not disdain comparison (Eecclus, xxiv. 14), and especi-
ally extended its orchards and grove of balsam. Anthony
- assigned its revenmes to Cleopatra, from whom Herod

farmed them ; and here he refired to die. In the amphi.
theatre of Jericho, of which no trace remains, Salome
announeed the tyrant’s death. ’

Archelaus restored Jericho a fourth timé, but built it
further in the plain, It was this later Jericho, of which
many traces remain, which our Lord visited : where Zac-
cheeus was called and the blind were healed ; where the
parable of the king and his rebellious servants was spoken,
in allusion, doubtless, to the history of Archelaus. The
modern Jericho was destroyed by Vespasian, but again
rebuilt, and it became an important Christian eentre and
episcopal see, visited by Jerome and by Origen. There
are still the remains of several large monasteries in the
neighbourhood, and the faces of the bold precipitous
mountains, which rise just behind its site to the height
of 1,508 feet, are absolutely honeycombed by the cells of
sheient anchorites and hermits from top to bottom.

In the time of the Crusaders the revenues of the Plain
of Jericho were of immense value, and assigned to the
Templars of Jerusalem, when they were reputed worth
£5,000 per annum. These were largely derived from the
culture of sweet cane: the mills for pressing which still
temain and retain their names, though the sugar-¢ane,
like the palm, has been long extinct.

The old town, which was probably the Cahaanite tity
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a8 well as that of Hiel, was close to the Fountain of
Elisha, around which are many indistinguishable heaps, a
few later ruins, and some curious mounds, evidently arti-
ficial, from the fragments of pottery mingled with the
stones and earth. The fountain is of remarkable volume,
quite warm, and waters many acres of ground. Just above
this are the ruins of the sugar-mills and also of aqueducts,
doubtless those made by Archelaus, which once inter-’

MOUNT QUARANTANIA, BEHIND JERICHO,

cepted the waters of the Kelt at higher levels, and brought
them down, so as to irrigate the whole of the upper plain.
Many very fine arches still remain, spanning the deep
ravines several miles above Jericho, which have been quite
overlooked by travellers.

About two miles above is a fountain of equal magnifi-
cence, of sweet water, known of old as now by the name
of Ain Duk. Round it may be traced the ruins of another
old city. The site of Herod’s Jericho was to the south,

H ‘
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more directly on the road from the fords to Jerusalem.
The road which our Lord frequently traversed can be dis-
tinotly traced, as well as the aqueducts leading down to
this part of the plain; but the ruins are only shapeless
masses. The modern village of Er Riha is about half-a-
mile farther south, a wretched eollestion of hovels, with a
large square redoubt or castle, now used as a Turkish
garrison, built by the SBaracens or Crusaders, though
popularly called the house of Zaccheus. The inhabitants
are the most degraded and vicious of the population of
Palestine, and seem of a race quite distinct from the Arabs
or Syrians.

On the top of the Mount Quarantania, immediately
behind Jericho, are the ruins of an ancient chapel, perhaps
near the spot where the sons of the prophets stood to view
when Elijah and Elisha set out for the Jordan. The cells,
with which the face of the mountain is honeycombed,
contain many frescoes and interesting inscriptions, dating
back to the earlier Christian ages, of the fourth or fifth
centuries. They seem to have been little disturbed since,
a8 the Greeks neglect them, though a few Coptic and
Abyssinian pilgrims visit those of them which are still
accessible, on their annual pilgrimages.

The zone of vegetation does not now extend for more
than three miles from Er Riha, the remainder of the path
to the Jordan being across a barren plain; but though
now salt-covered and barren, there is evidence that it has
once been fertile, by the irrigation of the plenteous streams
above ; nothing but neglect has reduced it to this deso-
lation. In the midst of it, at least three extensive con-
yents still stand in ruins, one of them once inhabited by
St. Jerome ; and, though roofless for centuries, such is
the dryness of the climate, many of the frescoes remain
distinctly traceable.

Two roads from the upper country converge at Jericho.
one from Jerusalem, before mentioned, which comes ouf
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by the side of the Wady Kelt; the other to the north of
Quarantania, leading up to Bethel, and especially interest-
ing as that taken by Joshua and the Israelites after the
fall of Jericho. Two routes also diverge hence to the
upper and lower fords respectively. The lower one, lead~
ing to Moab, is at what is known as the pilgrims’ bathing-
place. It is but little used, and is certainly not near the
place of the passage of the Israelites. The other is
about six miles higher up, and was the principal ford
in ancient times opposite Beth-Nimrah, or Bethabara, now
Beit-nimrim. The road passes across the barren plain for
about six or seven miles after leaving the oasis, while the
Plains of Shittim may be seen on the other side, sparsely
dotted with acacias. The immediate banks of the river
present a striking contrast to the sterile level on either
gide. There is a terrace lower than the plain, fringing
the Jordan, at a width varying from a hundred yards fo &
quarter of a mile, with an impenetrable tangle of forest
shutting in the river, the limbs of trees hanging over. and
the branches dipping into the water. A’ narrow glade
" opens the passage to the ford.

As the Plain of Shittim, in its widest part, is imme-
diately opposite this ford, the passage of the hosts under
Joshua probably took place here, although, as the drying
up of the waters was by a distinet supernatural interven-
tion, and the river bed was left dry, it is not necessary to
limit the passage to .any special ford, and probably the
many thousands occupied a wide reach of the river on their
march,

By this ford, too, did Elijah most probably pass, when
he had vainly attempted to prevent his faithful Elisha from
accompanying him, as, for the last time, he hastened
towards the mountains of his native Gilead, thence to be
carried up to his eternal home. Up to that bold peak of
Quarantania behind, the sons of the prophets had climbed,
and there they ¢ stood to view’’ and watch as master and

H2
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scholar walked across the plain, till they descended to the
wooded bank. There was no delay, as the stricken waters
made a path for them dryshod; and thence they would
naturally follow the road to the mountains. Not long had
they walked, still absorbed in converse, when the chariot
and horses of fire appeared, and Elijah went up by a whirl-
wind into heaven. Not long—for when Elisha returned,
the sons of the prophets had not yet relinquished their
post of observation. 8till had they gazed on, waiting till
their fathers should return, when soon they recognised
Elisha, coming back in all the power and spirit of Elijah.
It could not, therefore, have been far from this ford that
heaven and earth were brought so near together.

There is a peculiar appropriateness in this identifieation,
gince he who was to come ¢ in the spirit and power of
Elias,” appeared, eompleted his mission and discharged
his function of herald of the Kingdom, by the baptism of
Christ at Bethabara, just opposite, near the very spot
where his prototype had disappeared. By this ford, too,
our Lord and His diseiples passed over Jordan, when they
came by the plain on the east side and ascended from
Jericho to Jerusalem.

One other city of Benjamin is named, which appears
to have been in the lower Plain of Jordan, Zemaraim,
between Beth-arabah and Bethel, and, therefore, on the
edge of the hill country. It may be recognised in Sumrah,
8 collection of crumbling heaps, close to the rise of the
hills, about five miles north of Jericho. Though little
remains above ground, there are many extensive quarries
beneath, whence sandstone has been hewn with great order
and system for many more buildings than Sumrah ever
contained, and which possibly supplied material for Jericho
and the neighbouring monasteries. Zemaraim does not
oceur in later history.

The only other remaining ruins in this region, till we
rteach the territory of Ephraim, are those of Phasaelis,

R .
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now Fusail, about ten miles further north, at the mouth
of a beantiful glen. It was built by Herod, who utilised
the mountain stream, as he did at Jericho, and thus
fertilised a previously desert tract. The aqueduct is
broken down, the waters are wasted, and the rich Aulon.
is now again the barren Ghor. Its interest arises chiefly
from its being the traditional site of the retreat of Elijah
during the dearth. This seems scarcely probable, as the
brook (or wady) Cherith was probably east of Jordan,
where, however, the name has not yet been re-discovered.
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CHAPTER V.
THE HILL COUNTRY OF BENJAMIN.

Boundaries of Benjamin—Character of the country—Crowded peaked hills—
Ascent from Jericho to Ai—WadyEMﬂ—Bethel—Luz—Iu history—Migron

—O0ak of Deborah—Beth-aven—C. of Abrah -Ai or Hal—
View from the Hlll of Al—Bock RImmon-Ophnh or Ephraim—Ophni or
Goph Mi h —M t of Jonathan — Geba—Jib—
Sennacherib’s March Jerusal Parah—Al th — Beeroth—Che-
phirah—Beth-horon—Western passes of Beth-homn—Butle and Victory of
Joshua—Gibeon —Pool of Gibeon—Joab—Sol ’s Vision—R: h—Mizpeh
—Neby -Mountj Eb -Gibeah—S 1 and Saul—Anathoth

—Ni ob—Sﬂmah—Zehh—Mouh—Rekem—Nephtolh—Wta—Spﬂng—Vﬂley of
Blnnom—En-Bogel—En-Shemeoh— Bahurim—Gallim—Madmenah—Gebim
of Olives—Place of the Ascension.

OF none of the tribal boundaries have we more accurate
or minute descriptions than are given by Joshua (ch. xviii.
11—20) of the portion of Benjamin. His inheritance ran
down in a narrow strip, as we have seen, to the north
end of the Salt Sea. Then it mounted the steep ascent,
its southern boundary embracing. Jerusalem, and its
northern running north of Bethel, and then gradually
narrowing to a point on the western edge of the hill
country, where it sinks into_the Plain of Sharon. Thus
the great passes into the central heart of Palestine—
Michmash on the east and Beth-horon on the west—lay
within the limits of this smallest but most warlike of the
tribes.

The metropolis, too, lay just within its border. Round
Jerusalem were thickly studded the walled towns, which
crowned every height of little Benjamin, It was, in fact,
the Middlesex of Palestine. No plain like that of Sharon,
1o ¢ midbar” like the Wilderness of Judah, extended its
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frontiers ; the little portion of the plain of Jordan round
Jericho was its only possession beyond the highlands.

- This region, like the hill country. of Judah, of which
it is & continuation, has no rivers or.wide valleys, but
steep ravines, running eastward to the Jordan, and less
precipitous ones draining towards the Mediterranean, and
often overlapping each other, .as they start from the
crowded hills on the crest- of the watershed. Instead,
however, of the ranges of brows running east and west
in Judma, we find here a number of isolated knolls rising
out of this table land, suggesting, by their very appear-
ance, either the sites of fortresses of ‘high places” for
worship. With both these the little territory was erowded.
Mizpeh, ¢ the watch-tower ; ’ Ramah, ¢ the high place ;”
Geba, Gibeah, Gibeon, all signifying * hill,” tell us at
once of this characteristic feature of this territory of
mountain fastnesses.

We have already examined the sites of the five cities
of Benjamin in the Plain of Jordan. We pass from
Jericho by the same ascent by which Joshua led the
armies of Israel against Ai, It is a rugged, steep ravine,
winding up just to the south of ¢ the Mountain " Quaran-
tania, behind Jericho, and then turning northward till it
reaches the highlands in front of Bethel; and when
- 'wooded, a§ in the days of Israel, was the home of the
bears, which maintained -themselves exactly as they do
now, in gimilar ravines of Lebanon (2 Kings iii. 28). The
deep chasm runs parallel to Wady Kelt, but, unlike it, is
capable of being ascended by an armed force in file:
¢ Joshua sént men from Jericho to A¢, which is beside
Beth-aven, on the east side of Bethel” (Josh. vii. 2).
After the failure of the first attempt, an ambush was
placed in the pass, high up, between Ai and Bethel ; and,
a8 is fully described by Joshua, Ai was captured and
destroyed. This ravine formed afterwards the frontier of
the kingdoms of Judah and Israel. . :
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Just above the head of the ravine stood Bethel, named
in the first, or eastern group, of twelve Benjamite cities
by Joshua (xviii. 22). Of these the first four were in the
plain, the others in the highlands. The other group of
fourteen cities comprised the southern and wostern portion
of the tribe. Bethel (the house of God), or Luz as. it
was anciently called (Gen. xxviii. 19), now Beitin—though
the latter (Luz) seems to.have been rather the city, and
Bethel the holy place elose by—is ameng the oldest cities
of Canaan. Here Jacob was favoured with the vision
which told him of the nearness of earth to heaven, and
got up his pillar, which, according to Jewish tradition,
was long preserved and found a place in the second
Temple,

In the time of the Judges, Bethel frequently comesinto
notioe as a place favoured by the Saered Presence. Hither
Israel went up to ask counsel of God (Judg. xx. 18, &e.),
when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, had get up the Atk of
the Covenant. Samuel visited it regularly in ecirouit
(1 Sem. vii. 16), After the rending of the kingdom,
though in the portion of Benjamin, it, like Jericho, was
beld by Israel, though wrested from Jeroboam by Abijah
(2 Chron. xiii. 19), till retaken by Baasha (2 Chron.
xvi. 1), Jeroboam here set up the rival worship of the
golden calf, after the Egypiian fashion. It is unneeessary
to recapitulate the visit of the Prophet of Judah and the

- temporary visitation of Jeroboam. It maintained its im-
portance till the downfall of the kingdom of Israel; but
appears always to have contained some worshippers of the
true God, as Elijah and Elisha visited it; and, after
Asgsyria had earried Israel captive, there were still some
priests here who taught the true worship of Jehovah
(2 Kings xvii. 28). The destruction of idolatry by Josiah
fulfilled the prophecy of the days of Jeroboam. The
pillar of the man of God yet remained; and after the
return from captivity, men of Bethel and Ai returned
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with Zerubbabel. Bethel afterwards sank and disappears
from history. It now consists of a few wretched hovels,
amid several acres of foundations and hewn stanes,
among which stand the ruins of a Greek.chureh, built out
of the fragments of some more elassic edifice, with sculp-
tured capitals and cornices protmding from the walls.
An enormous cistern, 800 feet by 200, is the ehlef relic of
antiquity.

. A very little way east of Bethel, the name of Makrun,
given to a desolate heap on the top of .a bold roecky
mound, identifies Migrom, i.e., ¢ the precipice,” & village
only twice mentioned: once, when under a pomegranate-
tree there Saul mustered his handful of men at the lowest
ebb of the tide of Israel’s. reverses (1 Sam. xiv. 2); and
again in the magnificent deseription of the march of Sen-
nacherib against Jernsalem: ¢ He is ecome to Aiath, he is
passed to Migron” (Isa. x. 28).

Close to Bethel, in the valley to the south, was the

¢ oak of tears,” Allon-bachuth, where Deborah, Rebekah’s
nurse, was buried (Gen, xxxv. 8).
. DBeth-aven, t.e., ‘“ the house of naught,” “on the east
side of Bethel” (Josh. vii. 2), seems to have been close
o that city, so close that, in the language of the later
prophets, when Bethel had become the head-quarters of
idolatry, the name of ¢ the house of God" (Bethel) was
exchanged for that of ¢ the honse of naught, or of idols”
(Hos. iv. 15, &o.; Amos). Of the name no trace now
remains.

The second eamping-ground of Abraham in the Land of
Promise was at ‘& mountain on the east.of Bethel, having
Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east’ (Gen. xii. 8).
There is & - gently-sloping grassy valley, south-east of
Bethel, where the Patriarch’s flocks may have grazed ;
and we recognise the mountain in the little rugged hill
opposite, with shapeless cairns on its top, Tell-el- Ha,)ar,
¢ the hill of the stones.”
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4i, destroyed by Joshus, called also Asath (Isa. x. 28),
of which Avim, in the list of Joshus, is possibly a eorrup-
tion, appears to have been situated on the hill above the
village of Deir Duwin, a couple of miles further to the
east. When Bethel is known and examined, it is almost
impossible to mistake the site of Ai; and also that of
Abraham'’s second encampment.

The modern name of the knoll on which Ai stood is &
most remarkable ineidental confirmation of sacred history.
We read (Josh. viii. 28) that ¢ Joshua.burnt Ai, and made
it an heap (Tell) for ever, even a desolation unto this day.”
Now the place has no other name than ¢ et Tell,” the heap,
and it is to be noted that the word Tell only occurs three or
four times in the Hebrew Bible, while it is one of the most
universal and familiar words in the Arabic, every place
on a rising ground having this prefix, as Tell Arad, Tell
Hum, Tell Kadi. But nowhere else do we ever find it
standing alone. Et Tell—tke heap, the one made and
cursed by the leader of Israel.

Between et Tell and Bethel there is a fine irregular plain,
affording room for the military evolutions deseribed in Josh.
viii. Between this and Bethel, in the ravine of the Wady
Harith, Joshua placed his ambush. Hither Abraham had
returned with Lot to the same ‘ place where his tent had
been at the beginning, between Bethel and Hai, unto the
place at the altar which he had made there at the first.” This
altarwould naturallybe on ths hill and not in the plain below.
From its top Lot lifted up his eyes and beheld all the
Plain of Jordan. This is the most westerly spot whence
the plain can be seen. To the east there rises in the
foreground the jagged range of hills above Jericho, in the
distance the dark wall of Moab, and between these lies
the wide valley of the Jordan, its eastern side clearly
vigible. The view also south and west is wide and com-
manding, as far as the hills round Hebron. Here it was
that “the Lord said unto Abram, Lift up now thine eyes
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and look from the place where thou art, northward and
southward and eastward and westward ; for all the land
which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for
ever " (Gen. xiii. 14, 15).

Two miles north of this spot, on the very edge of the
hill country, with a precipitous descent towards the
Jordan Valley, is the Roek Rimmon, where the little
village still bears the name of Rummon, the houses cling-
ing to the sides of the cliff like steps, rising several
hundred feet above the deep ravine. Here, in the inae-
cessible fastness, the remnant of the Benjamites, after- the
slaughter of the tribe, took refuge for four months, till
released by the tribes, who agreed to spare them (Judg.
xx. 45, xxi. 18).

Two miles north of this was the frontier city of Ophrah,
on the edge of the wilderness, or uncultivated hill
country. It searcely occurs again in history, but is
especially interesting, as probably identified with ¢ the
city called Ephraim” (John xi. 54), to which our Lord
retired for a time from Bethany, after the raising of
Lazarus, almost immediately before His passion. It is
now called Taiyebeh.

Turning westward, we come to the most northerly city
of Benjamin, Ophni, the name of which never occurs
again in Seripture history, but which is the same with
Gophna, frequently mentioned in Josephus, on the great
Roman road northward from Jerusalem which can still be
traced in places. It was one of the principal places of
Roman Palestine, and here Titus halted for the last time
on his march to besiege Jerusalem. It is now a little
Christian village, with the same name as of old, Jufna,
the ruins of a castle and of & church, surrounded with
luxuriant vineyards and fruit orchards.

Chephar-Naammonat, t.e., * village of the Ammonites,”
preserving the recollection of some Ammonite inroad, the
next city named in the allotment, has not yet been traced.
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In the same district, too, must be placed Shebarim, i.e.,
* the fissures,” which is only named in the capture of Ai
(Josh. vii, 5), and probably took its name from the broken
rents in the soil, 8o common in this neighbourhood.
Michmash, now Mukhmas, admits of no guestion. It
stands ¢¢ eastward from Beth-aven,” on the north edge of
the Wady Harith, here, in its upper part, called Wady
Buweinit, ¢ the passage of Michmash.” The olden fortress
is now a squalid village, the sides of the ravines are
honeycombed with caves, in which SBaul’s army hid them-
selves after they were driven out of the citadel, and up
this ravine the king returned from Gilgal to Gibeah
(1 Sam. xiii. 15). The ruins are, if possible, more deso-
late but more massive than those of Ai- or of Bethel;
and the city seems, by the fragments of colamns, as well
a8 by two large rock-hewn cisterns, to have continued fo a
later date. Michmash is not named in the catalogue of
Joshua, but rose to importance afterwards. Its interest
concentrates in the history of Saul, when it was the
extreme eastern fortress taken and held by the Philistines
(1 Bam, xiii, xiv.) Up the ravine, *“between the pas-
sages,” Jonathan and his armour-bearer climbed on their
daring and heroic adventure, between two sharp rocks,
Bozez and Seneh (1 Sam. xiii. 4)—which must have been
some of the now worn mounds and hummocks which
strew the rongh gorge—and, clambering up the steep, dis-
comfited the garrison, seized with sudden panie, till the
children of Israel came out of their hiding-places; the king
saw it from the top of Gibeah, and the rout was complete.
¢ 8o the Lord saved Israel that day, and the battle passed
over to Beth-aven.”
_ Once again, in the magnificent desoription by Isaiah
(ch.x.) of the march of Sennacherib, Michmash is named.
After passing Ai and Migron, ¢ at Michmash he hath laid
up his carriages” (i.s., his heavy baggage). It was re-
settled after the Captivity (Neb. xi. 81), and was the seat
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of government of Jonathan Maccabsus. It is mentioned
by Eusebius and Jerome.

Right opposite Michmash, on the south side of the
ravine, i8 the round-topped hill of Geba, now Jeba, with
its torraced sides. Here we can trace the vivid accuracy
of Isaiah's poem on Sennacherib’s advance. After leaving
the incumbrance of the army at Michmash—for the wady
is too rugged to admit of the carriage of heavy stores—
* They are gone over the passage: they have taken up
their lodging at Geba” (ch. x. 29), {.6., they have crossed
the ravine, and bivouac at Geba, and now ¢ Ramah is
afraid ; Gibeah of Baul is fled :"" for the latter of these
is in sight of Geba, Ramah is only half-an-hour westward.
From the top of the hill we looked back to Gilgal, as the
Philistines, from the keep, looked towards the camp of
Saul. Perhaps the fort which Jonathan captured (1 Sam.
xiii. 8) was on the site of the large square stones which
form the base of the ruined tower. The military topo-
graphy of this district, as shown in the history of the
advance of Joshua, of the campaign of Saul, and the
march of Sennacherib, is wonderfully accurate. Every
allusion can be recognised at once on the spot: the whole
history is re-enacted before the mind’s eye.

In the reign of Josish we find Geba named as the
frontier of the southern kingdom (2 Kings xxiii. 8), and
the Wady Suweinit was admirably suited as a line of
defence. On this account Asa fortified it with the ma-
terials of Ramah (1 Kings xv. 22). It was resettled after
the Captivity (Neh. xi. 81).

Parah, the last to be noticed of the cities of the first
group, has not been identified, but the name remains in
the Wady Fa'rah, the ravine immediately to the south of
Geba, running into the Suweinit, the caves of which are
inhabited by Arabs. I was told of rnins, but was not able
to find them.

On the south side of this wady there rises a bleak,
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rugged hill, without a village or a house, but crowned
with shapeless ruins, called Almét, Almon of Joshua,
Alemeth of 1 Chron, vi. 60, by which name it has come
down to us, a city of the priests, of whmh nothing further
is mentioned.

_ The central and western cities of Bema.mm are given in
Joshua as fourteen in number, including Jerusalem ; but
many other places in this district are mentioned in after
history. About two miles south-west of Bethel stands
Beeroth, now Bireh, the most northerly of these, one of
the four cities of the Gibeonites which entrapped Joshua
into a league (Josh. ix. 17). The Benjamites seem to have
subsequently expelled its Hivite inhabitants (2 Sam. iv. 8).
The murderers of Ish-bosheth, son of Saul, were of
Beeroth. The Well of Bireh is the first halting-place for
caravans from Jerusalem, and hence there is some reason
for the tradition, received generally in the country, that
this was the place where Joseph and Mary discovered that
our Lord had staid behind, and was not among their
company.

The place is still a flourishing village. There is a noble
fountain by an old mosque outside, where pilgrims and
travellers camp on a grassy sward, and also a large khan,
In the centre of the village is & noble old Early Pointed
church, built by the Knights Templar, and so perfoet, that
it can scarcely be called & ruin. It is attributed to the
English knights who possessed this village.
 Chephirak, another of the four Gibeonite towns, wasg
further west, two miles west of Ajalon, on the frontiers of
Benjamin, the modern village of Kefir,

‘We are here close to the north-western frontier of Ben-
jamin and Ephraim, Beth-horon (Josh. xvi. 8, xviii. 18),
Though the towns themselves were in Ephraim, yet these
passes and their history belong to Benjamin. The pasg
of Beth-horon was the western access, as that of Jericho
was the eastern, to the hill country and the fastnesses of
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Central Palestine. At the head of the pass stood the
cities of Mizpeh and Gibeon. From the slaughter by
Joshua, near Gibeon, the Canaanites fled ¢ along the way
that goeth up to Beth-horon” (Josh. x. 10). From thence
they crossed the ridge and descended towards the west.
¢ And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel,
and were in the going down of Beth-horon, that the Lord
cast great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah’
(v.11). Btanding on the summit of the pass, with Gibeon
behind him, Joshua looked down the broad green vale of
Ajalon, as it unfolded in the distance into the open Plain
of Sharon and the wide - expanse of the Mediterranean
beyond. The sun ¢ was in the midst of heaven,” for it
wag noon-day, the moon was visible above the hailstorm
which came driving up from the west, when Jushua spake,
¢ Bun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon,
in the valley of Ajalon.” ¢ And there was no day like
that before it or after it, that the Lord hearkened unto
the voice of 3 man: for the Lord fought for Iarael ”
(vv. 12, 14). Down the same pass, too, David drove the
Philistines (2 Sam. v. 25), It was the scene of a victory
of Judas Maccabseus, and of the last success of the
insurgent Jews over the Romans just before the siege of
Jerusalem by Titus. Up the same pass the Crusading
. armies advanced under Richard Coeur-de-Lion.

Beth-horon the Upper and Beth-horon the Nether have
survived all the vicissitudes of four thousand years, and
the same names still remain in Beit-’ur el foka and Beit-’ur
et-tahta : the upper village perched on the crest and steep
side of the hill, the lower (et-tahta) on a low hill, further
down on the other side of the pass; and the road from
Gibeon and Michmash to the Philistine Plain still passes
by them.

Lower down, between Beth-horon and Lydda, but off
the road to the south, is a place which does not occur in
the Inspired Seriptures, but is most closely connected
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with the most glorious epoch of later Jewish history—
Modin, the birth-place and ancestral burying-place of the
Maccabees. At Modin was struck the first blow in the
war of independence, and near it were fought the greatest
battles. . It is to be recognised in the modern El Midyeh,
an Arab village on a hill, surrounded by wadys, at the
foot of the Judman range, in sight of the sea, of Ramleh
and Lydda. On the' other side of the valley are the
Kabur el Yahud, ¢ Tombs of the Jews,” the burial-place
of the Maccabsan family. The tombs are minutely de-
scribed in 1 Mace. xiii., and by Josephus. The seven pyra-
mids erected over them have been long since destroyed,
but there are traces of their bases, and the great slabs
over the rifled tombs beneath them still remain. The
whole structure is of a very different character from any
others in the country.

Gibeon, now ““ El Jib,” is about five miles to the east of
Upper Beth-horon, on the other side of a low ridge, across
which the ancient road can, here and there, be traced. A
few scattered hovels stand on the top of a little isolated
hill, whose sides are terraced for vineyards and covered
with trees, with the remains of an old fortress, a fine
fountain in a cave, and a large open reservoir below the
village. This is the ¢ Pool of Gibeon,” at which Abner,
with the adherents of Ish-bosheth, met Joab and David’s
men, and where, after the defeat of the former, Asahel fell
by the spear of Abner (2 8am. ii.); a tragedy which after-
wards led to the treacherous murder of Abner by Joab.

We are told (2 Sam. ii. 16) that the place where the
mutual slanghter took placé was called Helkath Hazzarim,
4.6, ‘“the field of strong men.” A reminiscence of this
seems to be preserved in & broad, smooth valley close to
the village (‘‘ which is in Gibeon ), called Wady el Askar,
s the vale of the soldiery.” At the spring of Gibeon—
¢t great waters " (Jer. xli. 12}—Johanan found the traitor
Ishmael.




THE HILL.COUNTRY OF BENJAMIN, 113

Gibeon first appears in history as the ehief of the four
confederate Hivite cities which lured Joshua unwittingly
into a league with them, and which leagne was the origin
of the Amorite confederacy, so utterly discomfited, and
which ended in the execution of Makkedah. Next it was
the scene of the wager of battle mentioned above. A
seeond time it appears in Joab’s history, when, in search-
ing for Sheba, the Benjamite rebel Against David, Joab
seized the opportunity of basely assassinating his rival
Amagd, by the ¢ great stone which is in Gibeon,” under
circumstances more atrocious than even the murder of
Abner (2 Sam. xx. 4—18). By a righteous arrangement
of Providence it was at Gibeon, whither Joab had fled to
the horns of the altar (1 Chron. xvi. 89), that he was put
to death, on the sentence of Solomon, by Benaiah, the son
of Jehoiada.

It is not quite clear whether David removed the Ark of
the Lord to Gibeon; but it is quite certain (1 Chron.
xvi. 80) that in his time the brazen altar of sacrifice was
here, and the priests, with Zadok at their head, attended
to its service. Hither, soon after the execution of Joab,
the youthful King Solomon went up to offer his magnifi-
cent sacrifice of a thousand burnt-offerings (1 Kings iii. 4),
attended in pomp by all his officers of state. Here the
Lord appeared to him by night, and, on his choice of an
understanding heart, promised him wealth, honour, and
long life. 8o soon as the Temple was completed, Solomon
again returned to Gibeon, and brought up the tabernacle
and all its sacred vessels, to the newly-erected Temple of
Jerusalem. This city of the priests, to whom, with its
suburbs, it was allotted, thenceforth sinks into obscurity.
The men of Gibeon assisted in the rebuilding under
Nehemish ; and the place is occasionally referred to by
Josephus,

Ramah, now Er Rim, stands about five miles east of
@ibeon, placed, like the other towns of Benjamin, on the

I
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summit of a round hill. A little to the nerth of it, in
the deep hot valley, ¢ between Ramah and Bethel,” was
the palm-tree of Deborah, where Rebekah’'s nurse was
buried. As a frontier fortress, after the schism of Judah
and Israel, it was constantly taken and retaken. Here,
too, Nebuzar-adan, the Babylonian captain, halted with his
prisoners, on the way to Babylon. But it is more direetly
connected with the ife of Sammel, if it be the same, as
we believe, with Ramathaim Zophim of Mount Ephraim
(1 Sam. i. 1), the birthplace of the Prophet. Mount
Ephraim is often loosely applied to all the hill eountry
under the power of that tribe, as the greater part of
Benjamin frequently was. It is supposed to have been the
place where Samuel anointed Saul to be king over Israel.
The modern collection of hovels, called a village, has
some fragments of columns and large bevelled stones used
up in their construstion, indicating its ancient mporto.nce
It was resettled after the Captivity.

Ataroth-adar, mentioned (Josh. xviii. 18) a8 * near the
hill that lieth on the south side of the nether Beth-horon,"
is recognised in the modern Atéra, two miles and a-half
north of Ramah.

- Tarning again to the south-west, the highest hill in
the neighbourhood is the well-known Neby Samwil, the
ancient Mizpeh, the most conspicuous spot in the whole
country round, commanding & view of Jerusalem. It
rises abruptly from the table land, with terraced and
well-culiivated sides, to a height of 500 or 600 feet. No
other peak in Southern Palestine affords such & panorama.
Gibeon, Ataroth, Beeroth, Ophrah, Rimmon, Ramah,
Gibeah, are all distinctly seen ; Gilead, Moab, Bethlehem,
the hills of Hebron, the Plain of Sharon, and the Medi-
terranean are visible in the far distance. It was, there-
fore, well named Mjizpech, ¢the watch-tower.” It is
supposed to be the Mountjoye of the Crusaders, where
men first caught sight of Jerusalem, and where onmr
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Richard L. refused to gaze on the city, but, hiding his
face, exclaimed, * O Lord God! I pray that I may never
gee Thy Holy City, if so be that I may not reseue it from
the bands of Thine enemies!” The Crusaders believed
Neby Samwil to be Bhiloh: not unmaturally, from the
grandeur of its position. The Mohammedan tradition
declares it to be the burial-place of SBammel. Some
modern travellars have raised difficulties in the identifica-
tion of Mizpeh, or Mizpahk, with Neby S8amwil, but the pre-
ponderance of evidence seems overwhelmingly in its favour.

VALLEY OF THE KEDRON AND NEBY BAMWIL.

. Here, at Mizpeh, all the children of Israel, 400000
strong, assembled to take vengeance on the hideous crime
of the men of Gibeah, in snght of the scene of wickedness
itself. It was to Mizpeh, again, that the Prophet Samuel
sammoned all Israel to confess their sins and to fight
against the Philistines; and after the victory, when the
foe was driven as far as Beth-car, Samuel set up the
memorial-stone, and called it Eben-ezer, now & household
12
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word in Christendom (1 SBam. vii. 12). The stone was
rased between Mizpeh and Shen, which latter, like Beth-car,
is unknown, A seoond time did Samuel, many years later,
call a national gathering at Mizpeh, when Saul was taken
for king (1 Sam. x. 17); and for the first time in Israel
the cry was raised, ¢ God save the king!”

At Mizpeh Samuel regularly judged Israel, as one of the
three holy cities, with Bethel and Gilgal. It was after-
wards fortified by Ass, who employed the material prepared
by Baasha, at Ramah, for a counter fortress against Judah,
The men of Mizpeh returned after the Captivity, and
aided in the building of Jerusalem. The height is crowned
by a large dilapidated mosque, and. round it are about a
dozen houses, built of old sculptured fragments and partly
hewn out of the sides of the rock, like the deserted towns
of Southern Judah.

About four miles east of Mizpeh, and a little more than
that distance north of Jerusalem, stood Gibeah (the
Gibeath of Josh. xviii. 28), generally called Gibeah of
Benjamin, or Gibeah of Saul, now Tuleil el Fiil. It was
the scene of the tragedy of the Levite and his concubine,
the vengeance for which brought almost extermination on
the tribe (Judg. xx.); yet Gibeah afterwards gave Israel
her first king. It was the city of Saul, and spoken of as
his home. Here the king, with the manners of primitive
simplicity, is found tending his herds, when summoned to
defend his trans-Jordanioc subjects from Ammon (1 Sam.
xi. 5). Again he returns fo it after the campaign against
Amalek (ch. xv. 84), when he and Samuel parted for life,
nigh to the two hill-tops close in sight of each other—Ramah
and Gibeah. In the wars of Saul with the Philistines,
Gibeah is often mentioned. It was at Gibeah that
Jonathan, with his garrison of 1,000 men, held his
ground, while the Philistines were at Geba opposite.
From Gibeah he struck the blow at Geba, which rallied .
Israel, but roused the vengeance of their foes (1 Sam.
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xiii, 2). Again Israel rallied at Gibeah (v. 18), though
Michmash was lost; and it'was the bage of operations: in
the great battle which established for years the supremacy
of Saul. Here the Gibeonites hanged the seven descend.
ants of Saul, to avenge the massacre of their brethren
(2 Sam, xxi.); and here Rizpah, the mother of two of
the victims, watched the bodies day and night, till the
touching tale of a mother’s devotion reached David's
ears, and they were buried with honour. Beyond an in-
cidental reference here and there, Gibeah only appears
in later history in Isaiah’s desonptlon of the march of
Sennacherib.

Gibeah, or Tuleil el Fil, ¢ the h]]l of the beans,” is a
rounded conical hill, its top covered with rains, which are
little more than a confused heap of stones, dreary and deso-
late. Its sides are roughly terraced, bare, and treeless.

All authorities agree in identifying Geba with the modern
Jeba, but Lieutenant Conder, after very careful examina-
tion of the distriet, discredits the identification of Gibeah
with Tuleil el Fil, and suggests a neighbouring Tell in
view of Michmash, which is not visible from Tuleil el Fal.

Anathoth, now Anita, a city of the priests, two miles
east of Gibeah, on the other side of the Wady Seldm, is
not mentioned in the list of the cities of Bepjamin, but
ocours afterwards in the catalogue of the priests’ cities.
It is now a small village, looking eastward from the edge
of the highlands down into the Jordan Valley, with an
aneient reservoir, hewn out of the rock, and many hewn
stones and fragments of colnmns strewing the ground. It
is only an hour and a-half’s ride from Jerusalem. Anathoth
was the city of Abiathar, the priest, who so faithfully fol-
lowed David in his wanderings, after his escape from the
massacre of the priests at Nob; and ‘‘ to his own fields
at Anathoth” he was banished by Solomon, for his share
in the unsuccessful attempt of Adonijah. But the great
distinetion of Anathoth is, that it was the birthplace of the



118 EIBLE PLACES.

prophet Jeromiah. Here the Word of the Lord eame té
him, and here he lived, till driven by persecution to take
refuge in Jerusalem. By Anathoth, SBennacherib is repre-
sented as advancing to Nob, in sight of Jerusalem : “0
poor Anathoth " (Isa. x. 80).

A little to the north of Anita is the village of Hezmeh,
which seems to answer to the Azmaveth of Esra ii. 24
Neh. vii. 28, mentioned along with Anathoth.

Nob, another city of the priests, between Anathoth and
Jerusalem, was the last station in the march of Sennacherib,
when his progress was arrested. ¢ As yet shall he remain
at Nob that day: he shall shake his hand against the
moaunt of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem™
(Ise. x. 82). Nob is incidéntly referred to by our Lord
(Luke vi. 8), as the place where David, fleeing from Saul,
had some of the shewbread given him from the holy table
by Ahimelech the priest. Here his trophy, the sword of
Goliath, had been hung up. Then followed the frightful
massacre of the priests, women, and children, by Doeg
the Edomite, under Saul's orders, when Abiathar alone
escaped to tell ‘the tale (1 SBam. xxii.). All traces of the
name of Nob have sinee disappeared from history. Mr.
Porter has, as I am eonvinced, after carefully examining
the locality, rightly placed Nob on a peaked hill, just east
of Bhafat, two miles north of Jerusalem, and in sight of
Mount Zion. The hill is called Samah, and in the hewn
cisterns and large stones and ruins there is the evidence
of an ancient place. Nob, not being a city, but only a
village dependent upon Anathoth, is not given in the
catalogue of priests’ cities.

- The other enumerated cities of Benjamin seem to have
lain to the west of Jerusalem. Ktrjath-jearim, a frontier
town with Judah, ¢ Kuriyet el-Enab,” has already been
named. Zelak, the native place of the family of Kish, -
the father of Saul, and where Saul and Jonathan and .
his other sons were buried, has not yet been traced; nor
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bave the towns named next it, Irpeel, Taralah, and
Eleph. . :
Mozah does not re-appear in history. The Mishna tells
us it became a privileged colony in the Roman times and
was called Colonia, the modern village of Kulonieh, in the
Valley of the Terebinth, midway between Kirjath-jearim
and Jerusalem. The old name lingers in Khirbet Beit
Mizzeh, on the hill above Kulonieh.

Rekem is reasonably identified with the modern village

ANCIENT SBEPULOHRES IN THE VALLEY OF HINNOM,

of Ain Karim, about & mile and a-half sonth of Mozah,
where is a plenteous spring and vestiges of antiquity.
Nephioah, ¢ the fountain of the water of Nephtoah,” is
twice mentioned as on the boundary lines between Judah
and Benjamin. It is now known as Ain Lifta, two miles
and a-half from Jerusalem off the road to Kirjath-jearim.
The spring, whenee its name, is still very abundant, and
may have been utilised in very ancient times for the
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water-supply of the city. On the crest of the hill above
the village of Lifta is a very curious chasm in the rock.
At the top it is only wide enough to allow of & man
squeezing through, but lower down it expands, till, at the
depth of 125 feet, it is about 156 feet by 80 inches. It
widens to the bottom, which is at the immense depth of
155 feet from the surface. Water trickles down its sides,
and runs away at once, as if possibly it were tapped by

VALLEY OF JEHOSHAPHAT,

some underground conduit, and so conveyed by a subter-
ranean channel for the supply of Jerusalem, The chasm
appears to be partly artificial. '

From Nephtoah we can easily trace the boundary line
to the Valley of Hinnom round the west and south of
Jerusalem. On the southern brow of the valley Solomon
erocted high-places for the idolatrous worship of Molech ;
and here the later kings, who fell into idolatry, performed
the cruel and horrid rites of this superstition. It was
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afterwards polluted by Josiah; and, from its ceremonial
defilements and its former human sacrifices,. the name
Ge-Hinnom, or Gehenna, became applied to the place of
eternal torment. Four hundred yards from the south-
west angle of Mount Zion, the valley, hitherto wide and
sloping, turns suddenly and steeply down to the Valley of
Jehoshaphat, contracting to a narrow defile. A little below
En-Rogel it joins the ravine of the Kedron, or Valley of

BIR-EYUB.

Jehoshaphat, below Ophel, beyond the south-east corner
of Mount Moriah. .
The next place given by Joshua, in tracing the frontier
of the two tribes, is En-Rogel. This has been generally
placed at Bir-Eyub, or ¢ Job’s Well,” a little way down
the Kedron Valley, in the King's Gardens, and south of
Siloam, though others claim for it the Fountain of the
Virgin, at the foot of Ophel and north of Siloam. The
question has been set at rest by the discovery that the
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ledge of rock leading down to the Fountain of the Virgin,
in whieh steep steps are cut, is still called by the resident
Bedouin of Siloam Ez Zehwele, the exact equivalent of the
stone Zoheleth. There can, therefore, be no question but
that the Virgin’s Fountain is En-Rogel. En-Rogel is twice
mentioned ineidentally in history. Here Jonathan and
Ahimaz remained econoealed for information when David
fled from Absalom; and here Adonijah held his feast by.
_ the stone of Zoheleth, on his futile attempt to seize the
erown from Solomon,

The next boundary mark is En-Shemesh, ¢ the fountain
of the Sun.” If we take the northern line, this would be
Ain Haud, a well-known halting-place below Bethany, on
the road down to Jericho. If wo take the more southerly
line by the Valley of the Kedron, it would probably be the
Fount of 8t. Saba, by the well-known Convent of Marsaba,
in the Wilderness of Judma. This spring is one of the
very few, and the only one of importance in the Wady Nar
or Kedron, till it reaches the Dead Sea, at the north end
of which the frontier line began. But the northern line
has the weight of evidence in its favour.

Several other places in the thickly-peopled district of
Benjamin are mentioned in Seripture, of which we have
no certain identification. Bahurim must have been on
the south border, between En-Rogel and En-Shemesh.
By it David passed down as ho was reviled by Shimei ;
and here Jonathan and Ahimsaz were hid by a woman
when their escape was detested by Absalom (2 Sam. xvi.,
xvii.). Here Phaltiel bid farewell to Michal when David
demanded her back.

Gallim must have been near Bahurim, and near Jern-
salem on the east. Here Phaltiel lived (1 Bam. xxv. 44);
and it is mentioned by Isaiah, as on the march of Sen-
nacherib, close to Anathoth: ¢ Lift np thy voice, O
daughter of Gallim: cause it to be heard unto Laish,
O poor Angthoth, Madmenah is removed ; the inhabitants
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of Gebim gather themselves to flee. As yet shall he remain
at Nob" (Isa. x. 80—82). As we know all the other places
are named in topographical order, we may place Madmenah
and Gebim between Anathoth and Nob. To the site of
the former we have no clue. Gebim is probably the village
of El-Isawiyeh, the position of which, two miles north of
Jerusalem, meets all the required conditions.

Two places remain to be noticed in this immediate con-
nection, neither of them once referred to in the Old
Testament, but which have since, from the incidental
connection of one of them with a single family, become
household words in Christendom—Bethany and Bethphage.
Of Bethphage, ¢ the house of figs,” no trace has been
discovered. It must have been very near Bethany and -
probably a little to the east of it. The village remained
to the times of Eusebius, Jerome, and Origen.

Bethany, on the contrary, has continued beyond ques-
tion. On the eastern slope of Mount Olivet, screened
from sight of Jerusalem by the crest of the hill, stands
the little mountain hamlet, containing little more than
twenty houses, scattered irregularly in a labyrinth of
narrow lanes and ruinous walls: a shrivelled and decay-
ing place. Apart from its associations, there is nothing
to attract or interest in the view of Bethany, or, as it is
now called, ¢ Lazariyeh.” The gardens that surround it
scarcely deserve the name. There are a few clumps of
fig-trees, and gnarled old olive-trees sparsely dot the
rocky soil above to the crest of the Mount of Olives.
But the crumbling and ruined lines of stones—the traces
of the terraces by which every inch of the soil was once
oultivated—as well as the shatiered walls of the village
itself, with large Jewish-dressed stones frequently inserted
in the modern strunotures, remind us of earlier and better
days. Its name, too, Bethany, ¢ the house of dates,”
recals the former abundance of the date-palm, where now
it has utterly disappeared ; but the feathery crest of which
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must on¢e have waved.along the sheltered road by the
base of the hill, and supplied, by their long leaf-stems, a
carpet, for the triumphal entry of the Son of David in the
‘Holy City.

With His earthly sojourn .that village is almost as
closely bound up as is His own- city in Galilee. What
Capernaum was to Him there, Bethany was in Judsma.
Here dwelt His dearést friends—Lazarus and his sisters.
Hither He was accustomed to retire after His daily

BETHANY, -

labours in the Temple. Here, in the house of Simon the
leper, Mary anointed His feet with precious ointment,
and wiped them ‘with her hair; here He wept by the
grave of His friend, and crowned the long series of His
miracles of mercy by raising him from the dead and pre-
senting him to his sorrowing sisters. Hence He set out
on His last entry into Jerusalem—the triumphal pro-
cession to the cross; and close by, though out of sight of
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the village, His feet last touched the earth, and, with arms’
stretched out to bless, the cloud reeeived Him from the
" gight of His gazing diseiples.

As in all other parts of the Holy Land, so in Bethany,
localities have been found for every Gospel incident, The.
house of Simon the leper, of Lazarus and especially his.
tomb, are shown to every traveller. The tomb is a deep
vault, dug out of the rock, to which there is access by &
steep staircase. It is .in the middle of the village, and’
most unlike the character and situation of Jewish sepul-
chres, But there are innumerable spots close to the
village where the tomb may have been. At least, we are
certain it was not far off. But, apart from the question
of holy places and their identity, there are three points of
interest further to be noticed at Bethany: the road to
Jerusalem, the wgv from the place itself, and the site of
the Ascension.

Though there are three paths which lead to the Holy
City, there can be no question but that the triumphal
entry was by that round the southern base of Olivet.
Paths, like wells, are in the East the most unchanging of
human institutions. It is little more than a mile and
a-half—fifteen furlongs. Bethany stands in a shallow
hollow, scooped out of the shoulder of the hill. The
path follows this till the descent begins at a turn where
the first view of the Temple is caught. First appeared
the castles and walls of the City of David; and imme-
diately afterwards the glittering roofs of the Temple, and -
the gorgeous royal arecade of Herod, with its long range
of battlements overhanging the southern edge of Moriah.
Then burst forth the shout of ¢ Hosanna;” and at that
moment the national pride of the disciples impelled them
to exclaim, ¢ See what manner of stones and what build-
ings are here !

Not so easily identified, but scarcely less certain, is the
site of the Ascension, on a little platform, as far from
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Jerusalem as Bethany, but between the two, retired from
the latter by the little brow above the village, and shut
out from Jerusalem by the ridge of Olivet. It certainly
was not on the erest of the hill where modern tradition
places it ; for that is not as far as Bethany, and, from its
conspictious and exposed sitnation, wholly inappropriate.
It is on the hidden and secluded slope, just above the.
village of Lazarus, that we may meditate undisturbed on
the crowning act of our redemption. :




127

CHAPTER VI

JERUBALEM.

Jerusalem--Natural position and strength —Surrounding hills—Valley of Hin-
nom and Kedron-Tyropseon—-City of David—S8teps—Mount Moriah—Ancient
walls—Mount Zion—S8alem or City of David—Upper City—AMuristan—Akra
—Xystus—Mount Moriah—Araunah’s Threshing-fioor—Ophel—Its walls and
towers—Bezetha—Tower of Hippicus—Palace of Herod—South line of city
way~—First wall-Second wall—-Gate Gennath—Third wall—Gates of Jerusa-
lem—Roads from Jericho—from Joppe—from the north—from Bethlehem—
Platform of the Temple—Dome of the Rock—Caves—Site of the Altar and
Holy Place—Natural form of the Mount—Ita ridge— East wall of the Platform
—Amount of dédris—Golden Gate—Size of stones—South wall—-Triple Gate—
S8olomon’s Stables—Royal Porch—Robinson’s Arch—West wall-Wilson's
Arch—Tower of Antonia—Pool ot Bethesda—Mosque of El Aksa—Mosque of
Jesus—Crypts of the Temple—Dome of the Roll—Solomon’s Porch—Water
supply — Solomon’s Pools and Aqueducts —Upper Pool of Gihon—Lower
Pool of Gihon—Pool of Hezekiah—En-Rogel—Fountain of the Virgin—King’s
Pool—Pool of 8iloam—Village of 8iloam—Bir Eyub—Subterranean outlets—
Tombs—Tomb of David—Aceldama—Tombs in the Valley of Jehoshaphat—
Gethsemane—Tombs of the Kings—of the Judges—Church of the Holy
Sepulchre — Sieges of Jer —Al der the Great—Antioch The
Macgabees—Pompey—Herod—Titus—Adrian—4lia Capitolina—Constantine
—Julian—Chosroes IL.—Khalif Omar—Crusades—Baldwin—Saladin.

Tre City of Jerusalem, said by the monkish writers to
be the centre of the earth, is emphatically the centre
of Palestine. It is exactly on the watershed of the
Mediterranean and the Dead Sea, 2,650 feet above the
level of the former: a truly mountain city. Built on
the very backbone of the country—the summit of that
long ridge which traverses the Holy Land from north to
south, and only approachable by wild mountain roads—
the position of the city was one of great natural strength.
Two bold spurs project southward, side by side, from the
mountain plateau, the westernmost projecting further and
slightly towering above its sister.

Between the plateau, on which the city stands, and the

\
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great tract of Benjamin to the north of if, treated of in
the last chapter, there is no patural ravine. worthy .of
mention ; the only barrier is found in a fow slight depres-
sions, where only after rains is there any water. The city
itself is not on the highest peak, as all the other sides
rise somewhat higher than the phteau on which the ecity
stands. On the west, a long ridge is slightly higher,
without any special elevations : to the south is the * Hill
of Evil Counsel,” to the south-east the ‘ Mount of
Offence,” on the east the * Mount of Olives,” and to the-
north the hill ¢ Scopus.” This position explains the
illustration in Ps. exxv, 2: ¢ As the mountains are round
about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His people
from henceforth even for ever.”

But the great natural strength of the position Les in
the ravines which separate it.from these surrounding hills.
The whole of the table land is rocky, and rifted by deep
gullies, through which flow. no constant stream, but only
the intermittent torrents which carry off the winter rains,
The twin hills of Zion and Moriah are enclosed, excepting
on the north, by the ravines of Hinnom and of Kedron.
They riss to the north of Jerusalem, very near each other. .
The westernmost—the Vallsy of Hinnom, Wady er Rahabi,.
or Jehenna—runs southward for a mile and a-quarter, skirt- .
ing the City of David to the west, then turns suddenly to
the east, and, pasging through a deep gorge, joins the
Kedron at Bir Eyub, & -deep well, south-east of the eity.
The Valley of Kedron or Jehoshaphat, Wady en Nar,
beginning to the north of the city, runs eastward for a
mile and a-half, and then makes 8 sharp bend southward,
skirting the Mount Morish, separating it from the Mount
of Olives, and rapidly descends, till, at its junction with
the Valley of Hinnom, it is 670 feet below its original
sta.rhng-pomt.

A third ravine, the Tymptaon of the anéients (i.e., the
Valley of the Cheesemongers, or, perbaps, the Tyrians),

E
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rises well up in the platean, passes through the heart of
the oity, dividing Bezetha and Mount Moriah from the
Upper City and the City of David, and then enters the
basin formed by the confluence of the other two, near
the Pool of Siloam and the King's Garden. From that
point the united gorge pursues a south-east course, under
the name of the Kedron, passing the Convent of Mar-
saba, and enters the basin of the Dead Sea. Thus we
see that these gorges, in their passage round the eity,
completely separate it from the surrounding distriet on
three sides : east, south, and west.

The sides of the valleys of Kedron and Hinnom nare
now encumbered with rubbish ; but they are still suf--
ficiently steep to be difficult of access, and every here and-
there the rock has been scarped, or cut perpendicularly
downwards, to give additional security. This is shown’
when the débris has been cleared away, as at the south-
west corner of Mount Zion, where, in the English
cemetery, the steep and much-worn steps, hewn in the
gide of the rock, are exposed. They are alluded to when'
David, in his siege of the Jebusites, proclaimed : ¢ Who-
soever getteth up to the gutter and smiteth the Jebusites

. . he shall be chief and captain” (2 Sam. v. 8).
Further east are the well-known steps of Nehemiah,
spoken of in Neh. iii. 15: ¢ The wall of the pool of
Siloah by the king’s garden, and unto the stairs that go
down from the City of David.”” Here we have the exact
position of these steps: west of the Gate of the Fountain
and of the King’s Gardens, which are admitted to be in-
the valley leading down to the Pool of Siloam, where they
may be seen and trodden to this day, on the steep sides
of Ophel. .

On the eastern hill, Mount Moriah, once stood the-
Temples of Solomon, of Zerubbabel, and Herod, with the
Tower of Antonia and the Pool of Bethesda behind them ;
and on the western hill, or Mount Zion, 120 feet higher
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than Moriah, was the old city and fortress of the Jebusites,
afterwards the City of David; and here, in later or New
Testament times, was the Palace of Herod, the three
towers of Hippicus, Phasaclis, and Marmmne, and the
Upper City of Josephus.

The city of Jerusalem, surrounded on three sides by
such steep precipices, undoubtedly owes its security to
them ; for, before the invention of gunpowder, though
commanded, as we have seen, by higher eminences, it was
effectually shielded from attack, and only exposed on the
north side, where there is no natural break between the
rock on which it was built and the great ridge or platean
behind. This quarter was consequently always defended
by the best fortifications the people could build. Though
the city was repeatedly taken and destroyed, yét new
walls, on the northern side, were constantly put in the
place of those which had been swept away. How dif-
ferent would have been the fate of Jerusalem, if it had
been on the coast, or on a fertile plain! Its site
might have changed after each catastrophe. But ¢ Je-
rusalem is builded as a city that is compact together”
(Ps. cxxii. 8). ¢ He built His sanctuary like high
palaces, like the earth which He hath ,established for
ever” (Ps. Ixxviii. 69).

Only on the north, then, could the city be extended ; and
to determine its northern limits is the most difficult task
in studying the ancient topography of Jerusalem: for the
line of walls did not depend upon the form of the ground,
but solely upon the will of the builders. There were
besides, in the height of its prosperity, three lines of wall,
at & considerable distance from each other, the results of
successive enlargements of the place. In the lapse of
centuries the old architectural structures disappeared and
gave place to others, often built on the site of the old
ones. All the assaults against the city were made on the
north sxde, from those of Sennacherib, when he halted at
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Nob, and of Nebuchadnezzar, down to those of the
Saracens and Turks.

DIVISIONS OF THE CITY.

Leaving for the present the exact position of the
northern wall indeterminate, we can yet trace, with toler-
able acouracy, the divisions of the Holy City, as it existed
in the Scripture periods. These were: lst, Mount Zion
or the Upper City; 2nd, Akra or the Lower City ; 8rd,
Moriah or the Temple Area; 4th, Ophel; bth, Bezetha.

1st, Mount Zion. This was the highest and the largest
of the hills on which the city stood. Only & portion of it
is comprised within the modern walls, which have shrunken
northward, so as to leave the southern part of the ridge
outside. The ecrest of Zion is more than 800 feet
above the Kedron at En-Rogel. It was the first spot in,
Jerusalem occupied by buildings. Probably the Salem of
Melchizedek, it was certainly the Jebus of the Jebusites,
and then the City of David (2 Sam. v. T), the Upper City
or Upper Market of Josephus, Here David built his
palace, and for more than a thousand years the kings and
the foreign rulers who succeeded him resided here. In
it David constructed the Royal Sepulchre, where he and
fourteen of his successors were laid in the grave. Zion
was the last spot which held out against Titus and the
Romans. When the Temple fortress had been stormed,
the Iast remnant of the Jews crossed the Tyrbpmon by
the bridge, and held the City of David and the old palace-
of their kings till the very last, and perished among its
ruins.

It may be asked whether this be the same as the City of
David, and whether that were not rather to the north-west
of the Temple ares, the same as the Akra or Lower City
of Josephus. Captain Warren has very ably discmssed
this question, into which, however, it is not necessary to
enter, as it but slightly affects the topography of the city
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generally, Captain Warren has shown that there are
strong reasons for believing the identity of David’s Zion
and the Akra of Josephus, which he places midway
between the Temple area and the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre : taking the Upper City of Josephus to be the
same with the modern Zion.

Taking, however, the modern Zion as identical with the
City of David and the Upper City of Josephus, its limits are
clear. The researches of Captains Wilson and Warren have
shown that the Tyropsmon Valley has been filled up to the
depth of 120 feet between Zion and Moriah, at the south-
west angle of the Temple area; and that the rock here
must have been inaccessible, till the bridge was thrown
across the ravine, very near the Dung Gate, which is the
south-east gate in the wall of Zion. Zion and Akra were
fronting each other, we are told by Josephus, separated by
a valley, at which the rows of houses terminated. This
valley must, therefore, have bounded Zion to the north.
No trace of it appears on the surface; but the excavations
of the Palestine Exploration Fund have shown that, under-
neath the rubbish over which stand the modern buildings,
there is a distinet valley—in fact, the upper portion of
the Tyropson—commencing near the Pool of Hezekiah,
within the Jaffa Gate, a few yards to the north of the
citadel, and running due east towards the north-west angle
of Mount Moriah. -

This valley crosses what is now called the Muristan, a
wide vacant space within the city, now merely an arable
field, but once the site of the Hospice of the Knights of
St. John, and of the Convent of St, Mary. Thence it
enters what is recognised as the Valley of the Tyropson,
nearly opposite the Dome of the Rock, or the crest of
Mount Moriah. The beginning of this western branch of
the Tyropmon can be distinetly seen by the Jaffa Gate,
where the old massive Tower of Herod—the lower courses
of which are probably of the date of David or Solomon—
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is fonnded on a scarped rock, which rises forty feet above
the bottom of the ditch, and is the xocky erest on which,
Josephus tells us, the three great towers were built.

2nd, Akra. The valley we have traced, now filled in with
rubbish, evidently separated the Akra from the Upper City.
[Whether the Akra of Josephus be, as Captain Warren
holds, identical with the Zion of David, does: not affect
this question.] The Akra is not mentioned in Seripture.
Josephus tells us it was separated also from the Temple
Mount by a broad valley, across which was another hill,
not so high, This valley, which ran from north to south,
.was filled up by the Asmonean princes, in order to connect
the city with the Temple; and, to supply material, they
‘levelled the top of Akra. The Akra, then, would comprise
the greater part of the present Christian quarter, north
of the Jaffa Gate, including the Church of the SBepulchre
and the western part of the Mohammedan quarter.

The name Millo frequently occurs in connection with
ancient Jerusalem. It is mentioned when David took the
city from the Jebusites (2 Sam. v. 9). It was one of the
great works of Solomon (1 Kings ix. 15, &c.). Hezekiah,
too, *“repaired Millo, in the city of David;” and here
.King Joash was murdered. It is difficult to say what Millo
wes. The most satisfactory explanation is, that it was an
.0ld Canaanitish name, applied to the fortress or *keep "
of Mount Zion: the 4kra of Maccabees but not of Jose-
phus, the mound and fortifications of which were razed by
Simon Maccabseus, after its capture from Antiochus.

Silla, spoken of in connection with Millo (2 Kings
xii. 20), is quite unknown.

8rd, Mount Moriah. 'We now cross the ravine of the
Tyropmon by what was called the Xystus, a strip of build-
ing and ground on the west of the ravine, lower than the
orag of Zion. Several viadnets, or bridges, spanned the
ravine, two of which—Robinson’s Arch and Wilson's Arch
—have been discovered south.of the Xystus, which lay. in
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‘the upper part of the valley. Moriak yields even less
-evidenoe on its surface of its original form than does the
western promontory of David’s city. It is not so much a
separate hill as.the centre and highest portion of the
-eastern ridge. Originally there was a mound of rock in
the centre of this ridge, having only a narrow platform on
the crest: the old threshing-floor of Araunah. Round
-this central platform rock, now ealled the Sakhra, Solomon
raised a vast platform, sapported partly by massive piers
-and arches, tier above tier, and partly by walls of stu-
-pendous masonry, filled in with stones and earth ; and the
whole substructure largelyutilised for tanks and reservoirs.
‘The immense platform-wall of the Haram Area, as it is
now called, still exists, and enables us at once to identify
the general positions of the sacred buildings, and the
extent of Moriah on three sides. To the north it was
separated by another valley, now filled up, from Bezetha,
by which was the deep reservoir or Pool of Bethesda. At
the north-west angle was the Tower of Antonia, the military
key of the position.

It was on Mount Moriah that Abraham offered up his
son Isaac and the typical ransom was found, which so
clearly set forth the Christian doctrine of substitntion.
The suggestion of Mount Gerizim as the theatre of this
"event and of the Lord’s pro: to the Patriarch cannot be
-admitted as according with the details of the narrative.
"But the immediate cause of its selection as the site of the
future Temple was the fact of the destroying angel in the
pestilence here staying his hand over the threshing-floor
of Araunah the Jebusite, in response to the prayers and
sacrifice of David (1 Chron. xxi. 14—27). It is evident
- that, up to this time, Jerusalem had not extended east of
the Tyropmon. '

4th, Ophkel. This mame was applied to .the southern
- low projecting shoulder of Moriah, beyond the south wall
. of the Temple platform. This ridge extends south. to the
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Pool of Siloam, at the junction of the Kedron and the
Tyropmon, terminating.in the ofiff that overhangs the pool,
and which forms the apex of a long triangle. The whole of
it is now outside the cltywalls, and is terraced for gatdens,
as the descent southwards is very steep.

. Ophel seems to have been enclosed in. the ¢ity about the
time of Solomon, or soon after, as we read (2 Chron. xxvii.

8) that King Jotham ¢ on the wall of Ophel built mu

and there conld scarcely have been very much extension of
the city in the period between Solomon and Jotham.
Afterwards we read of large extensions of the city by
‘Manasseh, and that he ¢¢compassed about Ophel, and
raised it up a very great height” (2 Chron. xxxiii. 14).
Nehemiah also included it, and assigned it as the con-
venient residence. for the Nethinims, or Temple servants
(Neh. iii. 27).

The eastern wall of Ophel has been discovered by
Captain Warren, at a depth of seventy feet beneath the
surface—s0 vast is the accumulation of rubbish—being &
continuation, at & very oblique angle, of the east wall of
the Temple platform. In these discoveries there is in-
teresting illustration of the minute allusions in the Sacred
History.

Captain Warren suggests that Ophel may have been the
site of King Solomon’'s palace, evidently at a lower level
than the Temple, and, therefore, King Jotham may still
have built much on the wall. Manasseh raised it ap *¢ to
a very great height,” and the buried portion is still seventy
feet high, which our explorers have traced, and have
measured a great tower of drafted stones, which is evidently
that of which Nehemiah epeaks: ¢¢ The great tower that
lieth out, even unto the wall of Ophel "’ (iii. 27). Captain
Warren also remarks on masonry let into the wall to
strengthen if, evidently subsequent to its first erection,
and yet of the same antique Jewish dressing: thus evi-
dencing the additions of Jotham and Manasseh.
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6th, Bezetha, This, the latest addition to the eity, is
not mentioned in Holy Seripture. It is very precisely
described by Josephus, who tells us that, the city, grada-
ally overflowing, the inhabitants erept beyond the walls;
and the quarter north of the Temple made so considerable
an advance, that a fourth hill, Bezetha, i.c., new town, was
added. He also states that it was separated from Antonia
(the fort at the north-west angle of the Temple platform)
by a deep trench, excavated in the rock, to strengthen the
Tower of Antonia, and render it less accessible. He adds
that Bezetha was the highest of all the hills, and alone
overshadowed the Temple on the north. These particulars
identify it beyond ashadow of doubt. It forms the greater
part of the Mohammedan quarter of modern Jerusalem : a
.broad, irregular ridge, separated from Moriah by the fosse
and great Pool of Bethesda, from Akra by the Hasmonean
Valley, and with a rugged, precipitous descent on the east
to the Valley of Jehoshaphat or Kedron. The northern
part, now & Moslem cemetery, is outside the walls, From
Mount Scopus (Nob, of Old Testament) a good view of the
Mosque of Omar may be had. This view is lost as we
descend the hill, being just cut off by the higher ground of
Bezetha. It is important to bear in mind that Bezetha,
though inbabited, was not surrounded by a wall till eight
years after the Crumocifixion of our Lord, when Herod
Agrippa fortified it, Had it been part of the earlier city,
the traditionary site of the Chureh of the Holy Sepulehre
would have been absolutely impossible, as this must have
been within the third wall,

: WALLS,

Of the ancient walls of Jerusalem few traces are left
above ground. The most interesting remaining building
of the Upper City, indeed the only erection above ground
which suryived the destruction by Titus, is the Tower of
Hippicus, by the Jaffa Gate, built by Herod the Great on
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the crest of the hill ; and which Titus left as a specimen
of the fortifications over which he had triumphed. It
stood at the north-west angle of the wall of the Upper
City. The Crusaders called it the ¢ Tower of David.” It
still forms part of the fortifications, as it has done in every
re-building of the walls.

On the open space near it, on the highest point of the

TOWER OF HIPPICUS,

City of David, have been erected the neat English Church,
with its parsonage attached, and other Mission buildings,
belonging to the London Society for Promoting Christianity
among the Jews. The services in the church are celebrated
in several languages, to meet the requirements of Jewish
converts and other Protestant residents.

Beyond this, to the east, stood two similar massive
towers, Phasaelis and Mariamne, but their sites have not
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yet been rediscovered. These towers were in the first
wall, which went thence to the Xystus, the place of publie
assembly, connected at its southern end with the Temple
by a bridge, probably the very ome lately discovered by
Captain Wilson, west of the Dome of the Rock, known
now as Wilson’s Arch.

Adjoining the Xystus, and near to the wall at this spot,

ENGLISH CHURCH AND MISSION BUILDINGS ON MOUNT ZION.

was the Palace of Herod. This was probably on the site
of the Palace of David, and seems, in Herod’s time, to
have been extended right across the hill to the western
towers. To this palace our Lord was sent by Pilate to be
examined before Herod.

From Hippicus, southward, the wall seems to have
oxtended far beyond the present circuit to the very edge
of the ravine of Hinnom, where is now the English school
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and burying-ground, It thence erossed the Tyropmon
Valley, close to its junction with the Kedron at Siloam,
which fountain seems to have beem within the walls.
Thence it embraced the whole of Ophel, leaving En- Rogel,
the Fountain of the Virgin, just outside it, and thence it
continued northwards, forming the east wall of the Temple
platform, by the Golden Gate, on its present lines, to the
north-east corner of the Temple area.

Within this was a still older rampart, running on the
west side of the Tyropmon and making the Upper City
defensible, even after the capture of the Temple. This
wall embraced the old fortress of Jebus, the ¢ City of
David,” strictly so called.

The second wall is more difficult to trace. It embraced
Akra or the Lower City, beginning at the Gate Gennath,
or Garden Gate, of the King's Palace. Dr. Robinson
argues with great force that this wall eommenced very
near the Tower of Hippicus, as it was there Titus made
his assault, after he had taken the second wall. The Pool
of Hezekiah must have been within it, and thence, after
embracing Akra, it terminated at the north-west angle of
the Tower of Antonia. We know, from Josephus, that
no attack was ever made against the Upper City until the
second wall and Lower City had been taken : therefore it
must have protected the whole Upper City. The con-
olusions of Dr. Robinson have been vehemently impugned
by the upholders of the traditional sacred site of the
Sepulchre ; becaunse, if his theory be trne—and it seems
to be in accordance with history ard topography—the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre is far within its limits, and,
therefore, cannot be the place where our Saviour suffered
¢¢ without the gate.” )

The third wall is of less interest here, as it was not
completed till after the close of Secripture history. It
commenced from the Tower Hippicus, and ran north to
the Tower Psephinus, on & more commanding site. This
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fort has not yet been identified. It then passed opposite
the monument of Helena, now known as the Tombs of the
Kings, and then by the ¢ Royal Caverns” to the Tower of
the Corner, by the Fuller's Tomb. These sites are not
ascertained with any certainty; but the natural course
may easily be traced on the spot, and the Tower of the
Corner must have been on the crest of the ridge, where

NORTH-WEST ANGLB OF THE WALL OF JERUSALEM.

the Valley of the Kedron, after flowing east, makes a

sharp turn southward. The wall thence ran southward
by the crest of the ridge till it reached the Temple wall at
its north-east extremity. This outline shows how vastly
greater was the area of the ancient than of the modern
city, both on the north and south.
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GATES.

* Of course the gates are much less easy to determine
than the outlines of the walls. No less than twenty-three
names of gates are given in the Bible, including those of
the Temple, though some of them may be different names
of the same gate. Nehemiah gives nine in order, in the
account of the rebuilding, and names two others after- .
wards. Few of these can be identified. The Fountain
Gate was doubtless on the south, near Siloam. It appears
to be that by whiclr Zedekiah attempted to escape : “By
the way of the gate between two walls, which is by the
king’s garden" (Jder. Li. 7). The two walls may have
been the inner wall of the City of David and the outer
first wall. ““The Gate of the Valley, before the Dragon
Well” (Neh. ii. 18) was opposite the Fountain of Gihon,
at the north-west end of Zion, probably a little north of
the modern Jaffa Gate. Dr. Porter suggests its identity
with the Gate Gennath and the Water Gate of Josephus.
The Dung Gate is placed by tradition at the south-east of
the City of David.

ROADS,

Though the gates were so numerous, the approaches to
the city were but few. There seem to have been but’
four main approaches to the city: 1st, from the Jordan
Valley by Jericho and the Mount of Olives, sweeping’
round its southern base. This was identical with the
modern road to Jericho and the Jordan; and was that
invariably used from the eagt, and ﬁ-equently from the
north. By it David fled from Absalom. By it our Lord
repeatedly came to Jerusalem, not only in His last journey
from Persea, when He raised Lazarus, but in other
journeys from Galilee (Luke xviii. 85). It was also used’
by Pekah, King of Israel, on his return to Samaria after
his victory over Ahaz (2 Chron. xxviii. 15).

The road from Joppa and the west was not that usually’
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traversed by modern travellers, but lay a little to the
north of it, ascending by the pass of Beth-horon, de-
scribed in the last chapter, as far as Gibeon, whence it
turned to the south by Gibeah and Ramah, and descended
from the north upon the city. Though seldom used by
Europeaus, this track is still followed by the native mule-
teers, and is less steep than what is known familiarly as
the Jaffa road. The latter passed by Kirjath-jearim ; but
does not seem ever to have been used by large bodies of
men, whether from the south, Philistia, or from Csmsarea
and the north,

The modern road towards Samaria by Bireh (Beeroth),
which is invariably followed by modern travellers, is also
an ancient rante. It was less adapted for the passage of
armies than the others. It seems to have been that by
which Ahaziah would have fled to Jerusalem, when Jehm
slew him ¢ by the way of the garden house,” t.c., En-
gannim, the modern Jenin, By this road, too, our Lord
must have passed, when, wearied with His journey, He
rested by Jacob’s Well, outside the gate of Shechem.

There was a fourth road, due south, to Bethlechem and
Hebron, the course of which is followed still, and which,
like the others, was carefully constructed and paved by
SBolomon. Along this road, tradition says, he often drove
his chariots to Bethlehem. Though for centuries no wheel
carriage has ever passed on a road in Palestine, yet on all
these lines there are occasional traees of the old pave-
ments, some of which may date back to the time of
Solomon.

SITE OF THE TEMPLE.

. Of all the buildings of the Jerusalem of the Bible,
searce a recognisable trace remains above ground outside
of the Temple platform. Eleven sieges and destructions,
have utterly erased all that was visible of the city of the
Maccabees and Nehemiah, still more of the city of the
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Jewish monarchy, of David and of Solomon, The Palesting
Exploration Committee has brought to light various sub-
terranean works, which we may glance &t in studying the
water supply. But it may be well to examine more par-
ticularly the Temple area and the huge platform on Mount
Morish. It is wholly beyond the scope of this volume to
enter on the various views set forth by different writers
a8 to these localities. Almost every author has had his
own theory. But as many of these have been set at rest
by the excavations and tunnels of Captains Wilson and
Warren, we shall not attempt more than to give a general
view, such as seems to be best in accordance with the
history and topography, without entering into the eon-
troversies which bristle round the subject.

The platform, now called Haram esh Sherif, is a vast
artificial work, raising the area nearly to a level with the
central reck, which we suppose to have been the site of
Araunah's threshing-floor and of the altar of burnt-
sacrifice in Solomon’s Temple, now crowned with a mag-
nificent dome, called the Kubbet es Sakhra, or Dome of
the Rock. The platform is supported by stupendous walls,
built up from the slope of the hill on three sides. The
enclosure is oblong, measuring 926 feet on its south face
and 1,580 feet on its east side ; the northern and western
sides being respectively. a little longer. 'We assume that
Araunah’s threshing-floor must have been close to the
central Dome of the Rock, because threshing-floors in the
East are invariably placed on the ridges of hills and in
the most exposed positions, in order that the corn and
chaff may catch any breath of wind when they are thrown
up into the air by the shovel. ‘ They became like the
chaff of the summer threshing-floor, and the wind earried
them away.”

There is nothing extraordinary in the shape or isolated
position of the sacred rock, which is simply the central
peak of the rugged hill. Beneath it is a cave, to which

L
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there is an entrance by steps at the south-eastern side of
the rock. The cave is similar to others in the neighbour-
hood of Jerusalem. It may have been artificially enlarged,
bat the marks of chiselling, if any, are concealed by the
plaster. In the centre of it roof is & cylindrical opening,
penetrating to the fop of the rock, like the mouth of a

DOME OF THE ROCK.

cistern ; but its sides are not furrowed by the marks of
draw-ropes. On the floor of the cave is & small slab of
marble, which the Mohammedans eall the ¢ Well of the
Bpirits.”” It is possible that this cave was the receptacle
for the offal of the sacrifices and connected by a system of
sluices with the water supply, which was so arranged as to
carry off underground all the refuse of the burnt-offerings

e A —
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of the daily sacrifices as well as the blood, without its
being seen: this we learn from the rabbinical com-
mentaries. As will be noticed hereafter, Captain Warren,
with great probabilily, assigns the Dome of the Roll, a
little to the south-east of the Dome of the Rock, as the
exact spot of the altar of burnt-offering.

The position of the great altar being determined, we
can easily fix approximately the site of the Holy Place and
of the Holy of Holies. The Holy Place stood exactly west
of the altar of burnt-sacrifice ; and west of it, only acces-
sible through it, was the Holy of Holies, separated off by
the Veil of the Temple. These, therefore, probably stood
exactly between the Kubbet es Sakhra and the west wall
of the area, about a hundred yards north of the viaduet -
which spanned the Valley of the Tyropson, and recently
discovered by Capt. Wilson, R.E.

Over the central rock now stands the magnificent Dome,
said by the Mohammedans to have heen erected by the
Moslem ehief Abd-el-Melek, but which may possibly have
been an earlier Christian edifice. The theory, that it is
the Church built by Constantine over the Holy Sepulchre,
seems sufficiently disposed of by Mr. Williams, in ¢ The
Holy City.” During the Crusades, it was of course occn-
pied as a Christian cathedral. It is & sumptnous building,
richly adorned with marbles of various colours, many of
which probably formed part of Herod’s Temple. There
are fifty-six pointed windows, filled with the richest stained
glass, and the eye is dazzled and eonfused by the bril-
lianey of their colours and of the encaustio tiles with which
the piers are sheathed. There is an inner circle of marble
columns, of different sizes and fashions, evidently taken
from earlier buildings, perhaps from the porticoes of
Herod's Temple. The whole interior is richly gilded ;
and Arabie texts encircle the edge of the dome within,
beautifully interlaced in Arabesque fashion.

The labours of Captains Wilson and Warren, R.E.,

L2
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bave enabled us to form an exact conception of what
Mount Moriah was before Solomon commenced his vast
works. They have shown us that the rocky Mount is one
vast system of caverns and cisterns: that it is every-
where pierced by wells and honeycombed by reservoirs.

SOUTH-BAST ANGLE OF THE TEMPLE PLATFORM.

Having ‘obtained the height of the surface of the native
rock in all the tanks of the SBanctuary, and having also
measured the exact height of the rock along the foundation
line of the platform wall on all sides, we have now a very
exact description of the natural shape of Moriah. It is



JERUSALEM. 149

somewhat flattened at the top, and the ridge rums along
from the north-west angle of the platform, nearly in &
straight line, south-east by south, ill it reaches the Triple
Gate, about 100 yards west of the south-east angle of the
platform, where it is 65 feet below the crest of the rock.
East and west of the central ridge thé rock slopes rapidly,
8o that the north-east angle is 162 feet, the south-east
163 feet, and the south-west 150 feet below the sacred
rock. This means that the platform has been raised on a
vast substructure, which commences on all sides, excepting
at the north-west junction of the ridge, 160 feet or more
below the level of the summit. It would be absurd,
therefore, to suppose that Solomon placed his Temple
anywhere but 6n the central ridge, round which he
elevated this stupendous platform, nearly-1,000 by 1,600
feet, in order to accommodate the worshippers at the great
festivals, and to enable all to see the sacrifice on the altar.

The east wall of the platform seems to have been always
on the same site where first placed by Solomon, and the
greater part of the existing wall below ground to be his
actual work. The wall has all the appearance of being a
part of the very oldest work; and here, moreover, the
recent excavations have revealed to us the masons’ marks
on the buried stones of the foundations, painted in red
vermilion, and which have been decided to be Pheenician,
and, therefore, certainly older than the Captivity. These
characters are found both at the north-east and south-east
angles of this wall, which is more than 1,600 feet in
length, though the northern portion of St. Stephen’s Gate,
and also the front of the Golden Gate, 1,020 feet from the
south angle, slightly project. The ‘existence of these
Pheenician letters, buried for nearly three thousand years,
is an interesting illustration of the fact mentioned in
1 Kings v. and 2 Chron. ii., of Hiram, King of Tyre, supply-
" ing Solomon with canning workmen to direct the execution
of the building of the Temple,
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8o enormous has been the mass of rubbish thrown down
from the platform into the Kedron Valley, at the successive
destructions of Jerusalem, that the débris is heaped against
the wall to a depth varying from 80 feet at the Golden
Gate, to 80 feet at the south-east angle, and 142 feet in
the deep valley filled up near the morth-east angle at St.
Stephen’s Gate. The result of the accumulation of this

GOLDEN GATE.,

mass of material is, that the bed of the Kedron has been
pushed 30 yards to the eastward, and raised 42 feet above
its original level. '

The most striking feature in the eastern wall is what is
called the Golden Gate, with a double portal and semi- -
circular arches long since walled up. It is evidently a
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Iater insertion. Both Jews and Mohammedans here localise
the scene of the Last Judgment,—an interesting coinei-
dence, when we remember that it was probably in front of
this gateway, now choked and crowded with tombs, that
our Lord, standing en the slope of Olivet, described the
events of the gathering of all nations before Him for
judgment. -

The stones of the eastern, as of all the platform walls,
are of great size and accurate workmanship. The joints

PART OF THB PLATFORM WALL OF THE TEMPLE,

are close, and the finishing of the bevelling and faeing is
8o olean and fine, that, when fresh from the hands of the
builder, it must have produced the effect of gigantie
relievo-panelling. The chief corner-stones are 20 feet
long, and some are 6 feet in height, but are exceeded by
some in the south wall, which are 23 feet long, and one
388 feet 9 inches long. ¢ The foundation was of costly
stones, even great stones ; stones of ten cubits and stones
of eight cubits” (1 Kings vii. 9, 10).
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‘Equally amazing are the results of the excavations at
the south wall of the platform. By the repeated sinking
of shafts on the sloping face of Ophel, it is established
that the south wall is buried for more than half its depth
beneath an accumulation of rubbish, and that, if bared to
its foundation, this wall would present an unbroken front
of solid masonry, of nearly 1,000 feet long and 150 feet
in height. The wall, as it now stands, with less than balf
that height emerging from the ground, has always been
regarded as a marvel. What must it have been when
entirely exposed to view, and the fall erections of the
Temple towering over it ? No wonder that prophets and
psalmists should have rejoiced in the walls and bulwarks
of the Temple ; that simple peasants gazed on it with
awe ; and that Tacitus should have described it as ¢ built
after the fashion of a citadel.” ¢¢Walk about Zion, and
go round about her: tell the towers thereof. Mark ye
well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell
it to the generation following™ (Ps. xlviii. 13).

Three gates appear in the southern face, called the
Double, Triple, and Single Gates. The Triple and the
Double, or Hulda Gates, divide the wall into three nearly
equal portions. At the Triple Gate the rock comes nearly
to the present surface, shelving rapidly to 90 feet at the
south-east angle, and to an even greater depth under the
rubbish at the south-west angle.

It seems that Solomon’s Palace originally stood at this
south end of the platform, reaching about 600 feet from
the east angle to the Double Gate ; and that the tradition
is right which calls this Triple Gate, consisting of three
arches, each 256 feet high and 14 wide, the entrance to
Solomon’s Stables, the great vaulted crypts which extend
from these underneath the platform, Herod appears to
have added the western third of the wall towards the
Tyropweon ; and on the whole he erected the magnificent
colonnade, called the Royal Portico, which ran the whole
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length, with its pinnacles, 150 feet high; so that the spec-
tator looked down 800 feet into the valley beneath.
The Temple of Solomon would appear then to have

-

CORNER GATE.

been an oblong of over 900 feet by 600, with his Palace,
600 by 800 feet, to the south of it: and a square of
about 800 feet was added by Herod to complete the
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roetangle at the south-west, when the whole platform,
including the site of the Palace, was thrown into the
Temple area, thus making it co-extensive with the present
Haram area. o

A very interesting relic of the old city may yet be seen
above ground in the spring of a Cyeclopean arch at the
south-west angle, dissovered by Dr. Robinson, and which
evidently belongs to & bridge which once spanned the
Tyropmon, at & height of 115 feet from its bottom. This
bridge is mentioned by Josephus. Beneath this arch the
excavations have brought to light, buried under more than
a hundred feet of rubbish, the old pavement, with the
stones of the Temple lying on it exactly as they fell ; and,
beneath this, again, the stones of an earlier destroyed
arch, and a conduit of fresh water, flowing in a hewn
channel, underneath again. We read in Josephus how
Titus parleyed with the Jews on the viaduct, after he had
taken the arch, and they had retreated to the City of
David ; and how, finally, rejecting all his overtures, they
withdrew the temporary supports of the undermined arch,
and, with its fall, all hope of any surrender was finally
extinguished.

Following the course of the west wall, by the side of
the buried Tyropeon Valley, for a little more than 600
feet, we come to a second series of arches, buried under
55 feet of rubbish, and discovered by Captain Wilson,
with vast vaults, or reservoirs for water, underneath ; and
which arches formed another canseway, spanning the valley
higher up, and attached to the western walls, undoubtedly
of the very earliest date—the time of SBolomon. Near
this is the Wailing-place, the only part of the outside
Temple walls which the Jews are permitted to approach,
and where they gather every Friday in the narrow lane,
weeping and wailing, kissing the stones which surrounded
their fathers’ sanctuary, and reciting prayers, psalms, and
the prophecies of Isaiah.
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Thenee the: wall runs north till it reaches the angle
north-west of the area, the crest of the ridge, and where
wo suppose the great fortress of Antonio to have stood,
guarding the Temple on this, its only aecessible side, where
the Palace of the Turkish Governor now stands. It is
founded on a crown of rock, twenty foet above the level
of the Temple platform, and hag a conspicuous share in
the history of the siege by Titus.

SPRING OF ROBINSON'S ARCH, BOUTH-W]ST ANGLE OF TEMPLE AREA,

Bunning due east from the fortress by St. Btephen’s
Gate to the Kedron, has been discovered, filled in with
rubbish, another valley, not at all visible on the modern
surface, which divides Bezetha from Moriah. Across this
valley was constructed the enormous Pool of Bethesda,
now called Birket Israil, and which, from its being carefully
eemented, was evidently constructed as a vast reservoir.
It is 860 feet long, 180 broad, and 85 deep ; the Sanctuary
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wall rising immediatély on its south side, and having there
a height of 100 feet. It communicates with two subter-
ranean channels westward, by which it was supplied with
water. It is easy to see how greatly this reservoir added
to the northern defence of the Temple. Traces have been
found of the piers which supported the arcades, under
which the sick folk must have sat, wmtmg for the move~
ment of the waters,

We have thus traced the outline of the platform. It
only remains to observe that, beside the Great Dome over
the central rock, there is a vast pile of building at the
sonth-west angle of the area, called now the Mosque el
. Aksa, and where some would fix the site of Solomon’s
Temple, regardless of the fact that this is on an artificial
platform, at the corner of Mount Moriah. It appears to
have been a Christian charch, built by Justinian, in honour
of the Virgin, and is described by Procopius. It was used
by the Khalif Omar, after he took Jerusalem, as a place
of prayer, but afterwards was allowed to fall into decay,
and was almost rebuilt by the Saracens. During the
Crusading kingdom it gave its name to the knights who
held it, thence called the Knights Templar, who added a
fine transition Norman porch. It is 272 feet long by 184
wide, supported by forty-three columns, of every variety
of marble and style, and, doubtless, from the wreck of
previous buildings, It has & noble dome and several
smaller chapels or mosques attached. To the east of El
Aksa is a smaller mosque, called, strangely enough, by
the Moslems the Mosque of Jesus; and under it is a
erypt, in the middle of which is a stone niche, sculptured
like & sarcophagus, and shown with great reverence as t.he
cradle of Jesus.

This erypt opens into some of the other spacious vaults,
which, tier over tier, occupy the subterranean recesses
beneath the platform. The ecapitals of the columns are
often highly ornamented and beantifully carved, and attest,
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by their patterns and workmanship, their Phoonician or
Solomonic origin.

Captain Warren is inclined to place the site of the great
altar a little to the south-east of the Dome of the Rock,
at what is called the Dome of the Roll, because, imme-
diately below this, he has found vast tanks, with a very
complete system of drainage and sluices, so that water was

JEWS' PLACE OF WAILING.

brought into the tank immediately below, which com-
municates by a perforation, supposed to be behind the
altar, with the surface, and then, by sluicing all the offal
and blood, could be carried by a hidden tunnel far down
the Kedron Valley. His arguments, which seem satis-
factory, are quite in accordance with the general plan here
Iaid down. '

Solomon’s Porch (John x. 28, &c.) was a magnificent
cloister, running along the whole east wall of the area by
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the Golden Gate, and commanding & noble view of the
Kedron Valley and the Mount of Olives opposite.

WATER SUPPLY.—FOUNTAINS, WELLS, AND AQUEDUCTS.

The water supply of Jerusalem was most elaborate, and
its examination reveals most fo us of the old Jerusalem
of David and Solomon. What the cloaca maxima is to
Rome—the record and relic of her earlier kings—that the
conduits are to the capital of Israel. Tacitus, the Roman
historian, speaks of Jerusalem as a fountain of never-
failing waters and as mountains hollowed beneath the
surface into cisterns. The supply was threefold : from
springs, tanks, and aqueducts. The supply culminated
under Mount Moriah, into which, to this day, the lower of
the three aqueducts from Solomon’s Pools, already de-
scribed (p. 66), still conveys a never-failing stream. The
probable supply from Nephtoah, Lifta, has also been noticed
(p. 116).

Then there was the Pool of Gzhon, Just to the south of
the Jaffa road, now the Birket Mamilla, Here Solomon
was anointed king, when ¢ Zadok the priest and Nathan
the prophet caused Solomon to ride upon King David's
mule, and brought him to Gihon. And Zadok the priest
took an horn of oil out of the tabernacle, and anointed
Solomon " (1 Kings i. 88,89). It is spoken of by Isaiah,
who went forth to meet Ahaz ¢ at the end of the conduit
of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller’s field " (ch.
vii. 8). Here, too, Rabshakeh stood, when he delivered
the insolent message of his master, the King of Assyria.
We read also that ¢ Hezekiah stopped the upper water-
course "’ (i.e., the outflow of the waters) ¢ of Gihon, and
brought. it straight down to the west sule of the city of
David ”’ (2 Chron. xxxii. 80).

The lower Pool of Gihon is also mentmned by Isaiah :
¢ Yo gathered together the waters of the lower pool™
(ch. xxii. 9). This pool is also seen still—a vast reservoir,
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Birket Sultan—on the west side of the Valey of Hinnom,
west of the City of David.

There is also another great reservoir, the Pool of Heze-
kiak or of the Patriarchs, within the city, in. Akra, fed by
the upper conduit from the upper Pool of Gihon, and
which Captain Warren considers to be the lower Gihon.
This Pool of Hezekiah seems to be alluded to in 2 Chron.
xxxii. 8, 4, where we read that, in expeetation of the siege
by Sennacherib, Hezekiah ¢ took counsel with his princes
and his mighty men to stop the waters of the fountains
which were without the city. Bo there was gathered much
people together, who stopped ‘all the fountains, and the
brook that ran through the midst of the land, saying,
Why should the king of Assyria come, and find much
water 2" Now this reservoir, which measures 240 by 150
feet, is, to this day, fed from the upper Pool of Gihon.
As Hezekiah made a pool and a conduit, and brought water
into the west side of the City of David, we can scarcely
doubt that here we have his work existing to this day.

Within the city we find. everywhere a labyrinth of
conduits and a maze of cisterns, almost as extensive as
those mentioned beneath the Temple.

Then, as has been noted in speaking of Robinson’s
Arch, there. has been discovered, running in a channel,
buried under a depth of from 50 to 115 feet of rubbish,
an uninterrupted flow of sweet water; in fact, the rivulet
that once washed out the channel between Zion and
Moriah, ere Jerusalem was a city.

The two most interesting historical fountains are those
of the Virgin, now proved to be En-Rogel, on the east
side of Ophel, and that of Biloam, on the south extremity
of Ophel. These are both fed by subterranean aqueduects;
and a most extraordinary channel has been discovered
between them, which has caves connected with it, in which
are relics, proving them to have been places of refuge
during the sieges of Jerusalem: cooking dishes, water
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jars, lamps, and even a little heap of charcoal, have been
found here.

This Fountain of the Vn-gm, En-Rogel, is intermittent,
with an irregular flow, the water rushing down to it at
uncertain intervals, It was outside the wall, but close
to it, and so protected, that it could be used by those
within the city. The flowing of the water generally
happens two or three times a-day, though, in sammer,
sometimes only once in two or three days. There are
several such fountains in Syria. It seems to be the same
as the King's Pool (Neh. fi. 14). The water springs up
at the bottom of an artificial cave, 25 feet deep, to which
we descend by steps, first into an outer grotto, thence into
an inner chamber with a gravelly bottom. From henee it
flows on by its hidden channel to Slloam, and at the
other side is conneeted with the vast cisterns beneath the
Temple.

Siloam, though not the largest, is the most famous and
hallowed of the pools of Jerusalem. It is referred to as
peculiarly sacred by Isaiah; and Jewish writers tell us
that, on the last and great day of the Feast of Tabers
nacles, the water to be poured over the sacrifice was
brought with great ceremony by the Levites, in grand
procession, to the Temple, from Siloam, in commemora-
tion of the waters flowing from the rock of Rephidim.
To this ceremony our Lord alluded ; and to Siloam’s Pool
He may have pointed, when, on that great day, He stood
and cried, ¢ If any man ‘thirst, let him come unto Me and
drink.” The expression of Isaiah, ¢ the waters of Shiloah -
that go softly,” has a further reference to the gentle,
steady-flowing stream, which passed from Siloam by the
King’'s Gardens, down the Valley of the Kedron, the
richest and most fertile suburb of Jerusalem, and which
owed its freshness to the perennial mmsture from -¢¢ cool
Siloam’s shady rill.”

Though Jerusalem has long since shrunk from its old




JERUSALEM. 161

boundaries, we know that Shiloah was ancienily by the-
city wall (Neh. iii. 15). It is now two connected basins,
dilapidated and ruwinous, to which we descend by broken
steps, surrounded by crumbling masonry. The inner pool-

POOL OF BILOAM,

is a small rock-hewn cave, only 6 feet wide, into which the

water regularly runs through a subterranean channel.

Hence it pours forth into the larger reservoir, about
M
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§0 feet long, and less than 20 wide. A few broken
columns, still standing, show that, like most other Eastern
tanks, it was once shaded by an arcaded building. At
that time it must have been near 20 feet deep; but the
dam has long since been broken down, and it does not
- now contain more than three or four feet of water. The
edge of the old structure can be traced, where the blind
man may have stood as he stooped to wash his eyes in the
pool. From this deep reservoir the waters were sent forth
" to water the garden below; and many old commentators
observe the allegorical parallel between the One sent to
give life, and the waters sent to quicken the earth, as also
between the waters ¢ flowing softly ” and Him who should
¢ not ery, nor lift up, nor cause His voice to be heard in
the street.”

We are quite certain the spot is the same. The name
has come down to us unchanged in the language of the
country, An old traveller, four hundred years ago,
describes this bath as surrounded by walls and buttresses
like a cloister, and the arches supported by marble pillars,
the remains of which have been mentioned. But now this
is gone. ¢¢The present pool is a ruin, with no moss or
ivy to make it romantic; its sides falling in; its pillars
broken ; its stairs a fragment; its walls giving way ; the
edge of every stone worn round or sharp by time; in
some parts mere débris ; once Siloam, now, like the city
which overhung it, a heap; though around its edges wild
flowers, and, among other plants, the caper-tree, grow
luxuriantly,” Besides the caper, or hyssop of Seripture—
the plant which brightens many an otherwise arid spot
and bangs in dark green tufts from the walls of Jernsalem,
—the sides of the inner pool are almost clothed with the
lovely fronds of the maidenhair fern, that most beantiful
ornament of every well and pool irr Palestine.

Just opposite the pool, on the other side of the gorge
of the Kedron, is the straggling village of Siloam, once
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mentioned in the Gospel in conhection with the fall of its
tower, and still bearing the name of Siloam. I{ must
have been very close to Ophel in ancient times, and per-
baps the tower that fell was the one spoken of by Nehe-
miah a8 an outwork: ¢ the tower that lieth out.” But
there are now no traces of antiquity among its hovels, save
a solitary tomb,

Captain Warren has discovered an underground hidden
channel from Siloam to Bir Eyab, 600 yards lower down

VILLAGE OF SILOAM,

the Valley of the Kedron. This well was long supposed

to be identical with En-Rogel. It is, unlike the others,
very deep, 125 feet, and never fails. There have been
various secret openings on the side of the ravine from the
underground channel to this well—or rather channels, for
there are two: one probably for conveying pure water, the
other the sewer from the altar of burnt-sacrifice. Beneath
this well there is another underground passage down the

M2
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valley. ~ At a spot, 500 yards lower down, Captain Warren
opened -a spring; and at a depth of 12 feet a stone sud-
denly rolled away, and revealed a staircase, 25 foet deep,
and passages at the .bottom, leading north and south.
These passages, which have been explored for a consider-
able distance, were doubtless for the purpose of leading
off the surplus water of Jerusalem out of the reach of an
enemy- during a siege. ¢ Why should the king of Assyria
‘eome and find much water ?”” Thus Jerusalem was truly,
a8 the historian describes it, “a city full of water within,
but utterly thirsty without.”

TOMBS.

The tombs of Jerusalem are among its most interesting
memorials. Every hill and valley round it is a crowded
cemetery, and the sepulchres far outnumber the houses.
In the City of David, we know, were the tombs of David
and- of most of his successors. Their position is pointed
out with some precision by Nehemiah (iii. 15, 16) as
between the Pool of Siloam and the lower Pool of Gihon,
within the city wall. This exactly accords with the tra-
dition which places them on the southern brow of Mount
Zion, outside the modern walls, under the Coenaculum,
now a mosque. . The tomb of David is said to have been
plundered by Hyrcanus, and afterwards by Herod. It is
now reverenced by the Moslems as a holy place, .and has
never been examined for many centuries.

The Valley of Hinnom, opposite, is full of rock-hewn
tombs ; and a liftle farther down it is the traditional
Aceldama, the field of blood, bought with the price of our
Lord’s betrayal. Itis a natural cave, enlarged artificially,
and strewn with bones, as it was long used as a common
charnel-house. )

. Both sides of the Valley of Jehoshaphat, or the Kedron,
are full of tombs. Among them are four very conspicuous
ancient buildings, - called the Tombs of Zacharias, of
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Absalom, 8t. James, and Jehoshaphat. There is, however,
no historical authority for accepting this tradition about
any of them. Though ancient, théy are probably none of
dhem older than the time of Herod: one of them much
resembles the tombs of Petra.

On the Mount of Olives, due east from these about a
quarter of a mile, are a large collection of underground
chambers, connected and forming a labyrinth of tombs,

TOMBS IN THE VALLEY OF JEHOSHAPHAT,

without inseription, and called the Tombs of the Prophets.
There id but one entrance to the whole excavation.

- A little higher up the valley, nearly oppomte the Golden
Gate, at the foot of the Mount of Olives, is the Garden of
Gethsemane. Its position exactly accords with the indi-
cation to be gathered from John xviii. 1: ¢ He went forth
with them over the brook Cedron to a garden, where Heo
ofttimes resorted with His disciples:” The little plot is-
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surrounded by a wall, and contains a few olive-trees of
immense antiquity. _

From Gethsemane is a short but steep ascent to the
top of the Mount of Olives, nearly 200 feet higher than.
the city, and crowned by the Church of the Ascension ;
though it is evident. that the scene of that glorious event
must have been in a retired nook, nearer Bethany, and out
of sight of the city,

GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE.

It is needless to describe at length what are called the
Christian antiquities, founded chiefly on monkish legends,
as the Church and Tomb of St. Ann, and that of St. Mary,
just outside the Gate of 8t. Stephen. On the north side
of Jerusalem are .some very interesting tombs, of most
elaborate structure, known now as the Tombs of the Kings,
but really the tomb of the proselyte Jewish Queen Helena ;
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 and about a mile further on are the Tombs of the Judges,
on the road to Neby Samwil. They are a vast system of
excavated chambers ; but history does not record for or
by whom they were hewn out. All these tombs illustrate
Scriptural incidental notices. In one I have seen the
stone fixed above and below in its rock-hewn groove,
and rolling by its own great weight exactly in front
of the doorway, so that it requires no ordinary effort
to roll it back; while if an intruder were to sattempt
the feat alone, the stone rolling into its place again would
secure him alive in the tomb, without possibility of
escape. :

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE.

It is beyond our purpose to give any account of the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, a vast pile of buildings,
in the Lower City, in possession of the Christians; and
where, under one roof, or collection of roofs, are said to
be erowded all the sites of the great events of our Lord’s
Pagsion, especially the Crucifixion and the Sepulchre.
‘Whether the spot was ever without the walls, and, there-
fore, could possibly be the true site, remains very doubt-
ful, and must do so till the second wall shall have been
traced. The present building was commenced by Con-
stantine, on what he believed to be the true site, though
there is no trace of a previous tradition on the subject,
and the city had been, for many years after its destruction,
desolate and uninhabited by Jew or Christian. Chosroes
the Persian destroyed the Church of Constantine a.p. 614.
It was soon afterwards rebuilt, but destroyed by the
Khalif Hakim in o.p. 1010. The dome was repaired and
the rest rebuilt in A.p. 1048, The Crusaders, who took
_ the city a.n. 1099, completed, extended, and greatly en-

. riched it, and it has remained in Christian possession ever
since. It suffered greatly from fire in A.p. 1808 ; but has
been carefully restored.
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HISTORY.

~ The history of Jerusalem is, in fact—from the time of
Solomon to the close of the New Testament records—the
annals of the nation, and no concise sketch can be given
of it in our limits. Twenty years after the restoration
from the Babylonish Captivity by Cyrus, the second
Temple was dedicated B.c. 516. For nearly two hundred
years after this Jerusalem enjoyed comparative liberty.
The High Priest was recognised as the municipal chief of
the State, under the Persian Satrap of Damascus, who
never interfered in their domestic politics. When Alex-
ander the Great had overrun the Persian Empire and
conquered Darius, the Greeks met with a stubborn resist-
ance in Syria, both at Tyre and Ashkelon, both of which
at length were taken ; and from Tyre Alexander turned to
Jerusalem, which had refused to submit. He was met
outside the city by the High Priest in his robes, attended
by a crowd of priests in their vestments and citizens clad
in ‘white. The Conqueror advanced to the High Priest,
and reverently saluted the name of Jehovah on his mitre,
saying it was not the man, but the God Whose priest he
was, Whom he worshipped, and Who had appeared to him
in a dream, and promised him the conquest of Persia.
The High Priest then showed him the prophecies which
foretold his empu'e and Alexander granted the Jews many
valuable civic privileges.
At Alexander’s death, Jemsalem fell to the, lot of his
eneral, and enjoyed peace for sixty years ‘under the
Ptolemies of Egypt. Ptolomy Philadelphus, B.c. 285,
had the Septuagint Version of the Old Testament, in
Greek, executed at Alexandria. At length Palestine was
wrested from the King of Egypt by the rulers of Syria.
In B.C. 170 Antiochus Epiphanes, King of Syria, sacked
Jerusalem and polluted the Temple. Two years afterwards,
his general, Apollonius, fell upon the unsuspecting Jew

-
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on the Sabbath-day, and perpetrated a general massacre.
He forbad any Jew to approach the Temple: ¢ the sacri-
fice and oblation ceased ;” the Temple was dedicated to
Jupiter, apd heathen sacrifice offered on the altar.

At length the priestly house of the Asmoneans organised
resistance. For twenty-five years Judas Maccabsus and
his brethren maintained the desperate struggle, in which
the flower of the Syrian army fell, losing, it is computed,
over 200,000 men. Finally, the Maccabees succeeded ;
and the Jews were acoustomed to date from B.0. 143, the
eora of their new independence. Their freedom, however,
was more civil and religious than political, though, at one
time, the kingdom of Judea eomprised Idumea, Galilee,
and all the region of Gilead and Bashan.

In B.0, 68 Pompey, with a Roman army, advanced by
way of Jericho against Jerusalem, besieged the Temple,
and, after a desperate struggle, which lasted for three
months, at length stormed it.- After examining the sacred
places, he had the Temple purified, and abstained from
any pillage, leaving Hyrcanus High Priest, and imposing a
tribute. -In the year B.0. 40 the Parthians made an
inroad and captured Jerusalem, setiing up Antigonus as
Governor. Herod, whose father, Antipater, had been
appointed Procurator by the Romans, but afterwards
murdered, now returned with a Roman army, and, after
five months, stormed. the city, but saved the Temple,
With Antigonus fell the Asmonean rule ; and Herod the
Great was made King by the Romans. His great archi-
tectural work was the rebuilding of the Temple, After the-
death of Herod and ‘his son Archelaus’ summons to Rome,
Judea was made, A.p. 6, & Roman province,

: In a.p. 72 the Jows finally revolted; and, aﬂ,er the
famOns siege by Titus, the place was utterly degtroyed,
except the three gredt towers of Hippicus (which still
exists), Phasaelis, and Mariamne, and the western
walls.
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- In aA.n. 136 the Emperor Adrian, after suppressing a
desperate rebellion of the scattered Jews, ordered Jeru-
salem to be rebuilt, under the name of ZElia Capitolina,
with a temple of Jupiter on the site of the Temple, and
forbad any Jew, on pain of death, to approach the place.
In the third century, however, Christians, who were par-
tially tolerated, began to make pilgrimages to Jerusalem.,

‘When Constantine established Christianity the ban was
removed : his mother, the Empress Helena, visited the
Holy Places, and splendid churches were erected.

Julian the Apostate encouraged the Jews to rebuild their
Temple ; but they were stopped, as we are told by con-
temporary historians, throngh miraculous mterventlons of
Divine displeasure.

Justinian, about A.p. 585, built the splendid Church of
the Virgin, now the Mosque of El Aksa.

In A.p. 614 Chosroes II., the Persian invader, took and
almost destroyed Jerusa.lem but in a.n. 628 Heraclius
re-entered the eity in procession, and all the damage of the
Eastern hordes was repaired.

The recovery was but of short duration. In a.p. 6386
the Moslem invaders, under the Khalif Omar, after a siege
of four months, compelled the city to capitulate on lenient
terms, leaving the Christians in possession of their churches.
He ordered the mosque to be erected on the site of the
Jewish Temple, over the Holy Rock.

From time to time perseentions arose, and the Khalit
Hakim destroyed the Church of the Sepulchre in a.p. 1010,
for the third time within a century. In A.p. 1077 Jeru-
salem was pillaged by the Turks, who now supplanted the
Khalifs. Their cruelties soon provoked the Crusades.
In a.p. 1099 Jerusalem was taken by the Crusaders:
Godfrey of Lorraine, Robert of Flanders, Robert of Nor-
mandy, Tancred and Raymond of Toulouse, being their
chieftains ; and Godfrey of Bouillon was elected ng of
J erusalem.
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For eighty-eight years the city remained in the hands of
the Christians, till retaken by Saladin in aA.p. 1187.
In the year 1229 it was surrendered by treaty to the
Emperor Frederick. Again it was taken by the Emir of
Kerak ten years after, and held for a short time ; but four
years later, a.p. 1248, the Christians were finally driven
out, after the defeat of Gaza. Since then it has remained
under the iron rule of the Moslems, Egyptian or Turkish,
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CHAPTER VII

EPHRAIM,

Southern Frontier of Ephraim —Mount Ephraim—Its natural strength—Richness
of the territory—Cities of Ephraim— Ataroth-addar —Gezer—Hazor—Nebal-
lah—S8hiloh—Seildn —Desolation— History—Eli—Samuel—Lebonah—Plain of
Shechem —E! Mokhna—Ebal—Gerizim—Shechem—~Nablous—Oak of Moreh—
Parable of Jotham—Samaritan Worahlp—Sychur—Monnt Zalmon—Temple
on Mount Gerizim—Samaritan Passov h—Jacob's
Well —Joseph’s Tomb— Shalem—ﬂaum—mnon—ArnnLh—Jlnohlh— Kurn
Surtabeh—The great Altar of Ed—Tappuah—A#/—River Kanah—Pirathon—
Tirzah— Tal@sa—Thebez— Tubds—Asher— Y asir—Succoth.

Apsorine Benjamin, and approaching within a few miles
of the capital city of the southern kingdom of Judah, was
the frontier of Ephraim, from the very earliest times the
leader and centre of the northern confederation. The
possessions of Ephraim stretched across Western Palestine,
from the Jordan Valley, where it was conterminous with
the northern boundary of Benjamin, to the passes of Beth-
horon, whence it was conterminous with the tribe of Dan
as far as the sea, just below the ancient Ceesarea. Its
northern frontier is much less clearly defined. The pos-
sessions of Ephraim and her sister tribe of Manasseh
seem to have been very much intermingled on this side,
only that, for the most part, Manasseh lay northward and
Ephraim southward.

Another difficulty, in examining systematically the terri-
tory of Ephraim, is that, in the case of this tribe alome,
we have no regular catalogue of the cities assigned to it ;
we can only depend upon the boundary line laid down, for
its limits, and to subsequent incidental mention of its
towns, to ascertain what cities Ephraim possessed. As
many of these never occur in history, we find the whole
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district studded with existing villages and ruined sites, the
vernacular names of which tell their Hebrew derivation,.
but of which we have no record in sacred lustory

The eentral hill conntry of Palestine is often spoken of

a8 ¢ Mount Ephraim,” an expression which comprises all
t.he hilly region from within a few miles north of Jerusalem.
at Bethel, as far as the Plain of Esdraclon, including,
therefore, the whole of the west allotment of Manasseh.
Mount Ephraim was to the northern country what the hill
country of Judah was to the southern—the backbone,
centre, and stréngth of the nation. 'Like the hill country
of Judah, and unlike the possessions of the northern tribes:
by Esdraelon, or the .western ones by the coast, it was:
inacoessible to. invaders, who were not prepared for the-
risks of mountain defiles and the storming of hill forts.
Its military topography is_such, that it is . defensible at.
every turn, and nothing but a panic could disorganise the.
defence of such a region. Thus the tribe of Manasseh
was charged by the High Priest ¢to keep the passages of
the hill country, for by them there was an entrance into
Judma ; and it was easy to stop them that would come up,.
because the passage was strait for two men at the most”,
(Judith iv. 7).

Bat there is a great difference in the appea.rance of the
country of Ephraim and of Judah. The hills are much less
regular and monotonous; the ridges do not run so regularly
east and west. There are many wide upland plains in the
very heart of the mountains; above all, there are every-
where abundant springs, and, consequently, Inxuriant vege-
tation. Very ‘appropriately, then, while the strength of
Judah was typified by the lion of the dry and arid south,
that of Ephraim ig illustrated by the mighty bison (a.v.,
unicorn) of the forest. ¢ Blessed of the Lord be his
land, for the precious things of heaven, for the dew, and
for the deep that concheth beneath ; and for the precious
fruits brought forth by the sun, and for the precions
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things put forth by the moon; and for the chief things
of the ancient mountains, and for the precious things
of the lasting hills; and for the precieus things of the
earth and fulness thereof. . . . . His glory is like
the firstling of his bullock, and his horns. are like the
horns of a bison (or aurochs, a.v., unicorns) : with them
he shall push the people together to the ends of the
earth: and they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and
they are the thousands of Manasseh” (Deut. xxxiii.
18—17).

The southern frontier of Ephraim may be traced with:
folerable accuracy, ecommencing from close to Jericko,
“ the water of Jericho” (Josh. xvi. 1), t.., the stream,
probably from the upper fountains of Ain Dik, by the
¢ wilderness,” .., bare pastoral land, of Bethaven, east
of Bethel. Thence it passed close to Bethel and the town
of Luz, whence we see how eagily Bethel, though, strietly
speaking, in Benjamin, became the frontier eity of the
kingdom of Israel. Thence the line was by Archi, Ataroth-
addar, Japhleti, to Beth-horon, Gezer, and the sea (Josh.
xvi. 2). By the subsequent recapitulation it would seem
to be drawn from Jericho by Naarath, Ataroth, Janohah, to
Beth-horon.

Of Archi we have no further mention, except as the
native place of David’s friend Hushai (2 Sam. xv, 82), It
must have been very near Bethel, to the west.

Ataroth-addar is likewise unknown, though the name
remains in the region; a8 two sites near Beeroth, have
been discovered, named Atara. If the frontier came so
far south, the Wady SBaweinih must have almost formed
the boundary line.

Naarath (Naaran—1 Chron. vii. 28) was lower down the
wady than Ataroth. Though no ruins preserve the name,
it still possibly exists in the Wady Na'imeh—the name of
the ravine north of Jericho—and which would be the
natural frontier line. Of Japhleti, the next mark to rether



~————

EPHBAIM, 175

Both-horon on the frontier, no trace has been found. -
Beth-horon has been already noticed under Benjamin. .

Near the two Beth-horons was Uzzen-sherah (1 Chron.
vii. 24), three miles south-west of the lower Beth-horon ;
the name of which is preserved in Beit-Sira. It was the
extreme south point of Ephraim.

From Beth-horon the line ran by Gezer to the sea, i.e.,
across the Plain of Bharon, where it abutted on the tribe
of Dan. Gezer, lying near the plain, is frequently men-
tioned in history. It was a city of the Kohathite Levites,
but seems to have remained in the hands of the Canaanites,
owing to its proximity to the Philistines; for we read
(1 Kings ix. 16) that the King of Egypt had taken it, and
gave it as a present to his daughter, the queen of Solomon.
Solomon at once rebuilt and fortified it. Its king, Horam,
had been slain by Joshua, when he came to aid Lachish ;
but the sabjection can have been only temporary, though
it paid tribute to Ephraim (Josh. xvi. 10). At Gezer "
David's pursuit of the Philistines ended (2 8am. v. 25), as
they were here in & friendly country.

Gezer re-appears under the name of Gazara, in the
history of the wars of the Maccabees, held sometimes by
the Jews, sometimes by the Syrians, John Hyrcanus
made it his military residence. Eusebius tells us it was
four Roman miles from Emmaus Nicopolis (the modern
Amwis). M. Gannean has recently re-discovered it in the
Tell el Gezer, where the ruins of a large city occupy the
platean on the summit of a hill, with a number of rock-
hewn tombs, and the remains of an aqueduct, exactly four
Roman miles from Amwés. It was the extreme southern
point of the old territory of Ephraim. BSituated on a
swell of the low hills, it forms & conspicuous object from
the Jerusalem and Joppa road. On the rock have been
found deeply ohiselled the old Hebrew characters for
Gezer, marking out the boundaries of the Levitical city.
Though the name of Gezer has been lost to topographers
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for ages, the Arabic equivalent, Jozer, has been fonnd still
to remain among the vﬂla.gers.

In the neighbourhood is Beit Nebala, Neballat (Neh.
xi. 84), occupied after the Captivity by Benjamin, as.was
also Hazor (id. v. 88), Tell-Azur, which is evidently.
within the old lines of Ephraim.-

Of Kibzaim, another frontier city and assigned to.the
Kohathite Levites, no trace has been found, unless it be:
identical with Jokmeam (1 Chron. vi. 68). .

Entering within the limits of Ephraim, we soon come to
Shiloh, now Seiliin, * on the north side of Bethel, on the
east side of the highway that gooth up from Bethel o
Bhechem, and on the south of Lebonah ' (Judg. xxi. 19).
It is about twelve miles north of Bethel. The features of
the country are still rather those of Benjamin than of
Ephraim, There is a bold knoll, rocky and irregular,
strewn with a mass of shapeless ruins, with large hewn
stones oecasionally marking the site of ancient walls.
It is surrounded by other higher hills, except towards
the south, where opens & very narrow valley. In-
habitants there are none. The very mosque, once a
church, i8 now a ruin, by which towers a large, gnarled
old terebinth, the solitary tree of the district. There is
one square ruin, probably a.medisval fortress-church, and
a few broken Corinthian columns strewn about. There is
not a relic to be found of the old Israelitish sanctuary
among all the wasted stone heaps which crowd the broken
terraces. The house of the Ark of God, the home of Eli
and Samuel, is utterly destroyed. ¢ Go ye now unto My
place, which was in Shiloh, where I set My name at the
first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of My
people Israel ” (Jer. vii. 12).

‘We cannot stand on Shiloh without an oppressive sense
of its God-forsaken desolation. Secarcely a tree, not a
dwelling is in sight : straggling valleys, too open to be
termed glens, within an amphitheatre of- dreary, round-
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topped hills, bare and rocky, without being picturesque,
are the only characteristics of this featureless scene. What,
then, was the cause of the honour put upon Shiloh, by its
selection to be the religious centre of Israel through so
many generations, and the gathering-place, where the land
was allotted to the tribes by Joshua? One reason may be
found in this very natural unattractiveness—a protest
against the idolatry of the people of the land—which
selected every high hill, and every noble grove, as the
special home of their gods : here there was neither com-
manding peak nor majestic cedar, neither deep glen nor
gushing fountain. Moreover, it was a central point for
all Israel, equidistant from north to south, easily accessible
to the trans-Jordanic tribes, and in the heart of that hill
country which Joshua first sebdued, and which remained
to the end of Israel’'s history the district least exposed to
invaders. : _

In its desolation, what a crowd of hallowed memories
rush in as we gaze on the Hill of Bhiloh, once the place
of the tent he pitched amongmen. It was during the life of
Joshua that the tabernacle was set up here (Josh. xviii, 1).
Here, ¢ before the Lord,”” Joshua cast lots, when the whole
congregation of Israel had assembled, for the partition of
the remaining portion of the land among the seven tribes
who were not yet located, i.c., all except Judah and
Joseph and the tribes east of Jordan (Josh. xviii, 10).

The annual feast of the Lord was kept at Shiloh ; and
when, for the crime of the Gibeonites, forty years after
Joshua, the tribe of Benjamin had been almost exter-
minated, the people were in a dilemma, unwilling to break
the vow they had made, not to give their danghters to a
Benjamite. An escape was suggested, by permitting them
to steal wives for themselves of the daughters of Shiloh,
when they came to dance in the fields; and they carried
away two,hundred of them to be their wives (Judg. xxi.).

About half & mile from the site is & copious fountain, in

N
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a narrow valley, with a large reservoir for watering cattle,
secluded from the town, which was probably the scene of
the event, 80 like the Roman rape of the SBabines. It is
the only fountain near ; and must be that which supplied
water for the use of the sanctuary.

It was gt Shiloh, too, that Hannah ¢‘in bitterness of
soul prayed unto the Lord " that she might bave a son ;
and vowed ¢ to-give him unto the Lord all the days of his
life.” 8o soon as Samuel was weaned, she ¢ lent him to
the Lord " and ‘‘brought him unto the house of the Lord in
Shiloh ; and the child did minister unto the Lord before Eli

the priest "’ (1 Sam. ii. 11). Here the youthful Samuel was "

brought up ; here the Lord appeared to him, charged him
with a warning to Eli, and called kim to the prophetic office.

For three hundred years the Ark had remained at
Shiloh, till the godless sons. of Eli, having carried it into
battle against the Philistines, in the vain hope of securing
the Divine protection, were slain; and Eli fell back and
broke his neck at the sad news. The Jews still point out
by tradition the tombs in the rocks near the fountain,
where Eli and his sons were buried.

With the loss of the Ark the glories of Shiloh departed.
It sank into insignificance, and is only once mentioned in
after history as the residence of the prophet Ahijah
(1 Kings xiv.). In the fourth century, 8f. Jerome tell us,
it was utterly desolate.

To the north-west of Shiloh, as described in Judges, at
a distance of less than three miles, in the grey, venerable
village of Lubban, Lebonah (Judg. xxi. 19), high on the
hill, with a large ruined khan and a gushing fountain in
the plain beneath it. To the north-east of Shiloh is the
Corea of Josephus, now Kuriyut.

There are no places of historic note from Shiloh, till,
proceeding northward, we enter the Plain of Shechem,
now'El Mokhna, a long, level, and most fertile tract, with

scattered olive-trees, straggling here and there, among the
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unfenced stretch of corn-land : thase very harvest fields on
. which our Lord, wearied with the walk over the sultry
plain, bid His disciples hft up their eyes, as He sat by
Jacob’s Well.

Shiloh, though for three hundred years the sanctuary,
was never the capital of Ephraim, It was in a more per-
manent home that the chiefs of the nation took up their
final abode. . The western side of the Plain of Shechem,
El Mokhna, is bounded by the abutments of two mountain
ranges, running from east to west. These ranges are Ebal
and Gerizim. Exaotly opposite Jacob’s Well is the open-
ing between them. A mile and a-half above the well, and
out of sight-of the plain, is Nablons, the modern Shechem,
called by an old writer the boss or navel of Israel. Round
this spot the story of the tribe of Joseph revolves,
Geographically and historically we are here in the centre
spot of the Holy Land. The long backbone of Palestine—
its central mountain range—is here suddenly oleft in
twain, and a deep valley, in places scarcely more than
500 yards wide, is sunk 800 feet below the enclosing
. mountains of Ebal to the north, and Gerizim to the south.
Their sides are very steep, and many a cavern is worn in
the soft limestone ridges, while countless streams gush
forth, chiefly from the southern mountsin, rendering the
little vale a perennial centre of life and verdure.

8o exactly, too, is Shechem in the centre, between east
and west, that the streams, which burst forth copiously
from springs within its walls, xun from the east gate down
to the Jordan ; and those which dash over the pavements,
at the west end of the town, find their way through the
" Plain of Sharon to the Mediterranean.

A site so fair and lovely invited, like Damascus, by its
many waters, the earliest settlement of mankind : destined
by nature to be a city, in which man, wherever he exists
‘ot all, is sure to congregate. As old as Damascus and

Hebron, older than any other known city of Syria, Shechem
N2
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was a city while Abram yet tarried in Chaldea. It is the
artery through which all commerce between north and
south must pass. The city is spread out in line along the
valley, pleasingly broken by groups of dark orange-txees
and occasional palm-trees. It leans on Gerizim, and
rather avoids Ebal, along the southern edge of which is
a narrow level strip of ancient ofive-trees, and rich green
tarf. The sides of Ebal are clad with smooth prickly-
pear. Gerizim, facing north, seems more bare and
searped : caves and springs diversify its face. Up the
little wadys, or nullahs, which furrow its sides, rich fruit-

- orchards of orange, almond, pomegranate, peach, and fig-

trees climb, till the rocks are too bare to support them;
and on the highest brow, on the north-east corner, is the
little Moslem chapel, which crowns the ruins of the Sama-
ritan temple.

The history of Shechem first dawns when Abraham
made his first encampment in the Land of Promise, under
the terebinth of Moreh, at Shechem. ¢¢The Canaanite was

_ then in the land,” when the Father of the Faithful, under

the shade of that tree, erected the first altar ever raised
in that land to the honour of Jehovah; and the pledge
that his seed shounld possess it was renewell to him (Gen.
xii. 6). It was from Hamor the Hivite, the sheikh of the
distriot, that Jacob purchased the plot of land at the open-
ing of the plain, where he sunk his well. Boon afterwards
occurred the defilement of Dinah and the vengeance taken
on the men of S8hechem by his sons Bimeon and Levi for
their sister's dishonour. Under Abraham’s terebinth
Jacob buried the images and idolatrous charms which his
family had brought from Padan-aram. When the Patriarch
was at Hebron, his sons returned with their flocks to
Shechem; where Joseph was sent to inquire after their
welfare. The piece of ground was bequeathed by Jascob
to his son Joseph, whose embalmed body was laid by
his descendants, under Joshua, in his patrimonial plot
(Josh. xxiv. 82).
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In the allotment of the tribes, Shechem fell to Ephraim,
but was assigned to the Levites as a city of refuge. Here
was held the grand national gathering, when Israel took
fina] possession of the Land of Promige. The position is
exactly adapted for that scene, where, between the eastern
end of the modern town and the mouth of the valley by
Jacob’s Well, Joshua arffl the princes of the tribes were
gathered in the centre of the valley, the priests and
Levites -and other chiefs arranged in ranks, rising tier
above tier, on the sides of Ebal and Gerizim ; while the
ample plain would afford space for all the multitude of
the nation—the furthest. being in sight, if not in hearing. .
Just before the valley opens on the plain, there exist,
exactly facing each other, two natural recesses, formed
like amphitheatres, at the base of both Ebal and Gerizim,
where the leaders of the people were gathered, and where
they led the loud echoing responses to the curses pro-
claimed on one side and to the blessings on the other.

Hero, too, Joshua gathered his people for his dying
farewell (Josh. xxiv. 1). Here, under Abraham’s. Oak, he
set up the altar of witness. ‘

These two natural recesses exactly face each other—one
under Gerizim, the other under Ebal. The former is
walled in, a holy place of the Moslems, and is known by
the name of El Amud, ¢ the pillar.” Now it was by the
oak, or oak grove of Shechem, that Joshua set up the
pillar for a memorial (ch. xxiv. 26). Thus we have the oak,
the pillar, and the sanctuary all brought together, and in-
side the enclosure a column still stands. The Samaritans
inherited this holy place and its traditions from the Israel-
ites, and retained it down to the fourth century after
Christ, when Epiphanius writes, ¢ There is also at Sichem,
which is now ecalled Neapolis, a place of a Proseucha (pray-
ing-place) outside the city, resembling a theatre, situated
two miles from the city, which the Samaritans, who imitate
the Jews in ‘all things, have built in an open court.” The



EPHRAIM. 188

Samaritans, though now shut out from it, still regard the
spot with veneration.

It may be noted that Jacob settled, and sank his well

- within half a mile of Lis grandfather’s sanctuary.

Shechem has a prominent place in the history of the
sons of Gideon (Judg. ix.). ¢ By the oak of the pillar,”
or rather *‘ by Abraham's terebinth in the plain,” the men
of Shechem, at Joshua’s altar, set up their kinsman, the
usurper and fratricide, Abimelech, as king. To denounce
this act of usurpation and treason, Jotham, olinging among
the brambles at the top, and looking down over the olive-
trees, fig-trees, and vines beneath him, spoke to the men
of Shechem, from the overhanging heights of Gerizim,
the first parable recorded in history. Three years after-
wards, when he had been driven out, Abimelech returned
with his men, and, in revenge, destroyed the city and
sowed it with salt. He afterwards captured and destroyed
the citadel, putting the garrison to the sword.

But Shechem soon recovered; and, no doubt with a
view to conciliate the northern tribes, Rehoboam went
there to be made king: but, with foolish obstinacy, re-
jected their request, and was afterwards compelled to fly
to Jerusalem. (1 Kings xii.) At Shechem Israel soon
reassembled, crowned Jeroboam, and completed the schism -
unhealed to this day.

No wonder that all these events, crowded under the
shadow of Gerizim, made that little valley to be, in after
ages, the ecclesiastical and political centre of the tribe of
Joseph. As the regal residence, it soon had to give place
to Tirzah, and then to Jezreel and Sgmaria. .Up to the
Captivity, the royal capital changed with the ever-changing
usurping dynasties ; but the heart of the people was round
Joseph’s Tomb and Jacob's Well. After the Captivity of
Israel, Shalmaneser, and afterwards Esar-haddon, sent
_colonies to occupy the deserted cities (2 Kings xvii. 24 ;
Ezra iv. 2); and these settlers, mingled with the old
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inhabitants, adopted a mongrel worship. At length idola-
try was abolished ; and on the crest of Gerizim, the great
national Temple of the Samaritans was erected B.0. 800.
The enmity of the Jews succeeded .in utterly destroying it
B.0. 120, It was {o the ruins of this temple our Lord
looked and pointed, when He declared to the Samaritan
woman, ¢ The hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this
mountain nor yet at Jerusalem worship the Father.”

From the time of the origin of the Samaritan sect, the
history of Shechem is bound up with that people: and
here, and not at Samaria, was the metropolis of the creed.

In the New Testament, -Shechem is more than once
mentioned under the name of Sychar, probably a term of
reproach—¢¢ folly "’—substituted by Jewish animosity for
the old name. Here our Lord, after His conversation with
the woman at the well, abode two days, and ¢‘ many more
believed because of His own work "’ (John iv.). Shechem
is supposed by some to have been the city where Philip
preached (Acts viii. 6).

Shechem was the native place of Justin Martyr. It was
destroyed in the Jewish war, and was afterwards rebuilt by
Vespasian, who gave it the name' of Neapolis, which,
.contrary to the almost universal rule in such cases, it has
retained, being now known only as Nablous. Of its
population of over 5,000, not 200 are of the Samaritan
faith, One of its moaques has been a very fine Christian
church,

The old city appears to have extended conslderably
from this to the eastward, i.c., nearer Jacob’s Well, as
may be seen by the number of old foundations in the
olive-yards.

Mount Ebal, overhanging Shechem on the north, is
about a hundred feet higher than Gerizim, and is strewn
with ruins which are quite undecipherable. On its south-
east shoulder is a ruined site, called ’Askar, and supposed
by some to be the Sychar of the Gospel.

m——



EPHRAIM. A 185

Mount Zalmon, the wooded height, from which Abime-
lech and his followers cut down branches to set fire to the
Tower of SBhechem (Judg. ix. 48), must have been near
Ebal, perhaps a part of the range which, to the north and
west, is not clearly defined ; but no trace of the name has
been found. It is doubtful whether the allusion, ¢ white
as snow in Zalmon,” is to the same hill.

Gerizim, * the mount of blessings,” to the south, has
far more objects of interest. The ruins are at the north-

MOUNT EBAL.

east brow of the hills overhanging, not the city, but
Jacob’s Well and the plain eastward. There are the
remains of a massive wall, which once surrounded temple
and fortress. The stones are of great size, but not dressed
with the care of those of Jerusalem. There are a great
number of ancient and very deep wells, both within and
without the enclosure. About two hundred yards to the
south of the brow are a row of twelve stones in the ground,
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held by the Samaritans to be the stones of the tribes,
brought up by Joshua from the Jordan, but which seem
rather to have been part of Justinian's fortress. A little
further back is the sacred spot of the Samaritans, a large
bare rock, sloping west, with -a deep cave or well in its
rear, apparently used, as this was the stone of sacrifice,
for the drainage of the blood and offal.

MOUNT GERIZIM, FROM THE NORTH-EAST.

Though the daily sacrifice and the paschal lamb have
ceased to be offered by the Jews since the fall of Jeru-
salem, the Samaritans, or Cuthites, as the Jews call them,
have maintained to the present day their annual Passover
and its sacrifice. Every year the little community gathers
on the slopes of Mount Gerizim, though not on the site of
their old temple, and with imperfect and mutilated rites,
three or four lambs aré slain and eaten : the last remain-
ing vestige of Mosaic sacrifice.
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The Samaritans hold the Pentateuch but reject the #
Prophets. The Law they interpolate in places, appending
to the Decalogue a charge to worship the Lord on Mount
Gerizim. For this mountain they claim the meeting-place
of Abraham and Melchisedec; and assert it to be the
Moriah, where Abraham offered up Isaac. Their schism
and temple seem to have been devised by a schismatié
priest, Manasseh, dismissed by Nehemiah from his office’
for an unlawful marriage ; and who took with him to the
Assyrian settlers in Mount Ephraim a copy of the Law of
Moses, the original of the Samaritan Pentateuch.

These people, who thus adopted a mutilated Jewish
ritual, were hardly Ephraimites at all ; though afterwards;
intermingled, they claimed Jacob as their father: ¢ Our
father Jacob which gave us the well.” Their features,
though Jewish, are distinct in type from those of the other
Hebrews. They still remain, a mere handful, at once the
smallest and almost the most ancient religious sect in
the world. They have but one synagogue, an obscure
building, retired amongst a labyrinth of courts, in Nablous.
After ‘the Christian epoch they were a people of some
consideration, but wars and rebellions reduced their num-
bers, till, from the sixth century, they appear no more in
history.

_ Their sacred roll is well known, and is exhibited with
great pomp on their high days. It i practically the
object of Samaritan adoration; and, though not of the
immense antiquity they claim for it, is probably amongst
the oldest manuscripts in the world. It is written, as
are all their books, in the old Hebrew character, while
all Jews, since the time of Ezra, have used the Chaldean
character, in which our Hebrew Bibles are printed.

The Oak of Moreh, already referred to, the first camp and
altar of Abram in the Land of Promise, was before Shechem
(Gen. xii. 8), at the entrance of the valley, in the plain,
and, therefore, close to Jacob’s Well. There is no spot in
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sacred story more aceurately marked out than this; and
it adds to its fascination to' know that here we are on the
very spot consecrated by the sacred presence of our Divine
Saviour: that exactly where we are sitting He sat. The
arched arcade that protected the well and invited the way-
worn traveller by its shade, has long since crumbled ; but
its pillars and ruins are strewn around us,

- This is the parcel of ground that Jacob bought of
Hamor, the father of Shechem, where, like his grandfather,
he first encamped when he came from the land of the
east : here he, too, ereeted his altar, and here he sank
that well, which has remained to the present day (Gen.
xxxiii. 18—20). The very circumstances of the case
explain both his purchase and his sinking this well.
Though the plain is the richest in the land, yet the
streams in it are few. The brook that flows eastward
from the valley is but scanty, for most of the springs
drain to the west. Two of the three great fountains on
this side the city were within its boundaries, and the third
belonged to the village of Shalem hard by. Jacob knew
well the jealousy between the settled inhabitants and the
nomad herdsmen, who would certainly not be permitted to
water their flocks within the precinets; and, therefore,
with that cautious prudence ‘which ever stamped his
character, he purchases a small piece of land, quite out-
side the valley, where there could be no suspicion of his
making a stronghold, and in it he sinks this well—which
must have been, for those times, a most costly work—
deeper far than the wells sunk by his grandfather Abraham,
under similar circumstances, at Beersheba, and which
also remain to this day. We know not the original depth
of this well, but it measured, some few years ago, 105 feet ;

and probably this falls far short of its original depth, since

rubbish has been continually and wantonly thrown in, till
now it is choked at a depth of 75 feet.
Four bundred yards north of this well, on a gentle

I
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slope, i8 the small white building that marks the Tomd of
Joseph. It stands alone, a little square yard, enclosed in
a whitewashed wall, and a tomb placed diagonally across
the floor of the wely or chapel. It has been preserved
from molestation, from age to age, by the common reve-
rence in which the Patriarch is held by Jew, Samaritan,
Christian, and Moslem alike, while the fact of his name
being the common property-of all, has prevented any one
of them from disfiguring by a temple the primitive sim-
plicity of his resting-place. Joseph, on his death-bed,
took an oath of the children of Israel: ¢ God will surely
visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence”
(Gen. 1. 25). ¢ The bones of Joseph, which the children
of Israel brought up ont of Egypt, buried they in Shechem,
in & parcel of ground which Jacob. bought of the sons of
Hamor the father of Shechem” (Josh. xxiv. 82).

About two miles due east of Jacob’s Well, at the other
side of the Plain of Shechem, a tongue of the plain extends
a little further into the opposite hills, and in front of it is
a small featureless village, Salint, the aneient Shalem. It
is well sapplied with water. ¢ Jacob came to Shalem, a
city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he
came from Padan-aram ; and pitched his tent before the
city” (Gen. xxxiii. 18). By some this Shalem has been
supposed to have been the city of Melchisedes. - The place
is again incidentally referred to in the New Testament,
when we read of John the Baptist ¢ baptizing in Znon,
near to Salim, because there was much water there.” 8t.
Jerome places Salim in the Jordan Valley, some eight
miles south of Bethshean, near Succoth. But the name
Salim is not uncommon, and that localily is unsuited
to the narrative, there being no necessity to mention
¢ much water" close to the Jordan,

Znon cannot be traced in the Jordan Valley. But just
to the north of this Salim, at the head of the Valley of
Bhechem, are copious springs in a broad open valley, called
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Wady Far'ah. It rises near Salim, separating Mount Ebal
from the chain of Nebi Belan, and forming a great geo-
logical feature in the counfry. It soon becomes & deep and
narrow ravine, with steep hill-sides burrowed with caverns,
in which a perennial copious stream, shaded by oleanders,
runs towards the Jordan. There is a succession of springs
after the ruins of Burj Far'ah, with flat meadows on either
side, where great crowds might gather an either bank of
the stream. It is one of the most pieturesque spots in the
country, and is olose to one of the old main lines of road
from Jerusalem to.Galilee. A little to the north of the
springs is the village of Aynun, the exact Arabic equivalent
of the ancient Znon. Thus the position of John Baptist's
station and of Znon is satisfactorily set at rest.

To the south-west of the Plain of SBhechem, or MokKna,
s ruined site, on a projecting ¢ tell,” or mound, called
El' Orma, marks Arumah (Judg. ix. 41), the residence of
Abimelech, the usurping son of Gideon. It is half-way
between Shechem and Shiloh, six or seven miles distant.

About three miles farther east, the position of Janohak
has not been so utterly deserted, for the place still exists
on the east slope of the hills, as they descend to the
Jordan Valley. It is now called Yantin ; but the village
is. very small, and the ruins are unusually extensive and
perfect. There are ancient houses still éntire, covered
with great heaps of earth. Janohah was a frontier town
of Ephraim,

The road down to the Jordan Valley from Yaniin leads
by the base of Kurn Burtabeh, the most conspicuous
feature on the west side of the Jordan Valley between
Jericho and Bethshean, and which, in fact, appears to
bisect the long plain by its bold and projecting horn. Just
opposite to it are the ruins of a bridge, Jisr Damieh, which
belonged to this road : the principal route from Ephraim
to Southern Gilead. ‘

Kurn Burtabeh is by far the most conspicuous natural



EPHBAIM, 191

feature in the whole Jordan Valley. On its summit the
cone has been artificially eut to a platform 100 yards
by 80, enclosed by a very ancient wall of great hewn
blocks of stone,—a gigantic altar or beacon station. That
it was used as the latter is evident from the traces of fires
which have been kindled on it. We read in Joshua
(xxii. 10) that the Reubenites and Gadites on their retwrn
home after assisting in the conquest of the Land of
Promise, ‘‘ when they came unto the borders of Jordan,
that are in the land of Canaan, built there an altar by
Jordan, a great altar to see to,” i.e.,, to be seen from far.
Again (ver. 84) ¢ They called the altar *Ed, for it shall be
a witness between us that the Lord is God.”

The name ¢ *Ed " atill lingers on the spot in the name of
the road up to the north. ¢ The going up which leads to
’Ayd,” the exact Arabic equivalent for the word written
“'Ed” in a.v. The gite perfectly fulfils the requirements
for the witness altar, It is on the direct road down which
the men of the two tribes and a half must have passed.
It is ““to be seen from far” on every side. It is just
above the ¢‘borders” (geliloth, the hillocks or rolling
mounds) of Jordan ; and on its summit are the remains of
the great ancient platform of altar and beacon. The altar
we note in the history was a great altar, not  pile of
stones that might be raised in a day, but & monument to
record to later times the share of the trans-Jordanie tribes
in the conquest. It is thus actually the oldest historical
artificial record existing in Palestine, and the only one
known to be coeval with the time of Joshua.

From the summits of Kurn Surtabeh and of Beisan we
can trace -every detail of the flight of the Midianite
invaders and of their pursuit by Gideon. ¢ They fled to
Beth-shittah in Zererath, and to the borders of .Abel-
meholah,” Zererath appears to have been the name of a
district, the same as the Zarthan (1 Kings vii. 46),
hetween which and Succoth were the brass foundries of
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Solomon; and as the Zartanah.one of his commissariat
districts. This seems to be identical with the Zaretan of
Josh. iii. 16, opposite, at some distance, to the place where
the flow of Jordan was arrested, so as to afford a passage
to the hosts of Israel across Jordan.

Another ancient track falls into the same road towards
the bridge down the Wady el Ferrah, the north route from
Shechem, passing by what was probably the boundary line
of Ephraim and Manasseh, near Tappuah. On the slope,
as the wady opens into the Jordan Valley, are the ruins of
the city- of Archelais, founded by Herod’s son Archelaus;
and the modern name of which, E1 Basaliyeh, retains the
tradition of its royal origin. On one of its tombs yet
remains an inseription in the old Hebrew character.

Tappuah is mentioned as on the boundary line of

Ephraim and Manasseh. From its name (i.e., ¢ apricot,” -

or ‘ apple”), it was probably in a fruit district; and the
name and position of a desolate heap of ruins, with walls,
‘called Attf, on the north side of Wady el Ferrah seems to
indicate its site.

Taanath-shiloh is also given (Josh. xvi. 6) as one of the
frontier towns of Ephraim. It seems to be marked by
Tana, a site between Shechem and the Jordan, west of
Janohah.

Michmethah, a.nother frontier town, on the north, has

‘not been met with, nor the name discovered by travellers

ancient or modern.

Finally; the boundary between Ephraim and Manasseh,
towards the sea, was the River Kanah, i.e., the stream of
reeds. 'There is some doubt as to which of the various
streams flowing into the sea between Joppa and Cemsarea
is here intended. The most: probable conjecture is that
which identifiés it with Nahr Falaik, which enters the sea
about half-way between the two towns, starting between
Shechem and Samaria, and which, in the early part of
its: eourse, is called Wady Khassah, or ¢ reedy wady.”

-
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Probably in the same district, near the coast, was Hepher,
whose king was slain by Joshua, and which was one of the
distriets of Solomon (1 Kings iv. 10). '

In the mountain country, near the sources of the Falaik,
was the Ephraimite town Pirathon, the native place of
Abdon the Judge (Judg. xii. 18—15), and which still
stands on the same spot, with the same name, Ferata, a
little west of Shechem. It is stated to be in the Mount of
the Amalekites, perbaps a traditional vestige of the incur-
sions of that ancient people.

A little to the north of Sheehem, in the mountain dis-
trict, lies Talfiea, the ancient Tirzeh. It was an old
Canaanite city, whose king fell before Joshua (ch. xii. 24).
Its remarkable beauty: ¢ Thou art beautiful, O my love,
as Tirzah” (Cant. vi. 4), caused it to be selected as the
royal residence by Jeroboam. His successors, Nadab,
Baasha, Elah, and Zimri, also resided at Tirzah, where
Baasha and probably the others were buried. Here was
matured the conspirscy of Zimri, and, in retribution, he
in his turn was here besieged by Omri, who, after the
capture of the place, resided here for six years, till he
removed the capital to the new city of SBamaria. Several
generations later, at Tirzah, Menahem organised his
rebellion against Shallum ; but, so soon as he was suc-
cessful, he established his government in Samaria.

Some other towns in ihe north-east border of Ephraim,
beyond Tirzah, occur in the history of Abimelech (Judg. ix.)
Thebez was taken by him after his cruel exploit of suffo-
cating a thousand men of Shechem in their stronghold
with green wood. A tower resisted, and he was about to
repeat his stratagem of Shechem, when a woman of Thebez
let fall a piece of a millstone upon his head, and put an
end to his career (see also 2 Sam. xi. 21). It is now a
thriving town, buried in olive-groves, and its name, Tubas,
soarcely changed.

. Proceeding north-east about four miles, we come to
o
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Asirah, the Asher of Josh. xvii. 7, and a frontier fown of
Manasseh, on the road to the fords of Suecoth.

In this region also we must place Shamir, the residence
and burial-place of Tola the Judge (Judg. x. 2). Van
de Velde fixes it at the ruins of Sammxr, norl:h-east of
Janohah.

From Asher, or Yasir, following the eourse of the Wa/dy
Malih, we descend inta the Plain of the Jordan, passing
by numerous shapeless heaps of ruins, and at length,
about half-a-mile from the Jordan, reach the ruins of
a village—rough foundations of unhewn stones—oalled
Sakdt, which we identify, with some little doubt, with the
Succoth of Seripture. It is nearly opposite the entry of
the Yabis (Jabesh Gilead) into- the Jordan, and stands on
a low projecting bluff, at the foot of which there bursts
forth a beautiful fountain of sweet water.

We read that Jacob, after his interview with Esau, on
his return from Padan-aram, ¢ journeyed to Succoth, and
built him an house, and made booths for his cattle "
(Gen. xxxiii. 17). By Buccoth, Gideon passed in pursuif
of the Midianite invaders; and being refused food for his
men, punished the seventy-seven elders of the place on
his viotorious return. Between Succoth and Zarthan
Solomon erected his brass-foundries, for casting the metal-
work of the Temple. There is a ford across the Jordan
not far from Bakit. i

Timnath-serah (Timnath-heres, Judg,. ii. 9), “*in Mount
Ephraim " (Josh. xix. 50), ¢ on the north side of the hill

. of Gaash’ (ch. xxiv. 80), was the possession given to
Joshua himself, after the allotment to all the tribes had
been completed. The site of Timnath-serah was in the
south-western portion of Ephraim, about six miles north-
west of Gophna, at a place now called Tibneh.

Of Timnath, 8t. Jerome says: ¢ Very marvellous is
it that the distributor of the possessions should have
chosen for himself so rugged and mountainous a spot.”
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Surrounded with deep valleys and wild rugged hills, remote
from the ordinary route of travellers, it is a picturesque
site. An oval ‘“tell,” with steep and regular sides, forms
the site of the town. Southward, on the other side of a
broad valley on the northern face of a hill (““the hill of
Gaash” ?) are excavated a number of tombs, some of the
finest in Palestine, and at the foot of the town runs the
great Roman road. On the north slope of the hill a fine
spring breaks out of a rocky channel. Little of the city
remains, but the tombs are very perfect. The finest of
them, and perhaps the most striking monument in the
country, is still known as Joshua's tomb. The walls of its
great porch are stndded with over 200 niches for lamps,
all smoke-blacked. The. capitals of the porch are very
simple, unlike all the later Jewish tombs. Inside is a
large square chamber, with niches for bodies, and beyond
it & smaller inner chamber, with a single niche for a body
on one side, and for a lamp on the other. Here we are in
the tomb of Joshua.

The name Jiljilia (Gilgal) lingers in several places.
One——thirteen miles north of Lydda, on the road to
Csesarea—is, probably, the Gilgal of Josh. xii. 28. There
is another & little further north again ; and a third, about
half-way between Tibneh (or T umwth-serah) and Shiloh,
seems to be the Gilgal s0 often spoken of in the history of
Elisha as that which was above Bethel, in contrast with
the Gilgal by Jericho, also visited by the Prophet.

Many other names in Mount Ephraim point to old
Israclite cities, as Deir Balit (Baalatk), Kuriyet, Harit,
Yabud, and others ; but they cannot be assigned sstmfao—
torily to any historie sites.

02
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CHAPTER VIIL

SAMARIA, MANASSEH, AND CARMEL.

Boundaries of Manasseh—Samaria —Its Origin —Natural position— Sieges—
Elijah and Elisha—History of Samaria—S8edustiyeh—Ruins—Fulfilment of
Prophecy—l)othan—-lonph and his brethren—Ophrah—Bethulia—Sandr—

h Bm-m R h— Megiddo — Lijjun — Description of

Site—A dd les—Barak and Slnru-Jolhh and Pharaoh Necho
.= The Kishon— Jokneam —7¢ll Kaimon—Mount Carmel— Characteristie
features of (armel —Its beauty — High Places —Elijah’s Sacrifices — £1
Mohrakah— Altar —Well and Spring— Perennial —View from Summit of

Carmel — Historical Reminiscences —Tell Kassis— Mound of the Prluu— .

Fire from Heaven—Elisha and the Sh iite —
Carmelite Friars—Road to Egypt—Caifa—Achsaph—Alammeloch—Amad—
Boundary o!uher
TrE inheritance of Managseh, west of Jordan, was, as we
have seen, much interwoven with that.of Ephraim on the
gouth, and the boundaries difficult to define.. On the
north, however, the frontier was natural and more elearly
laid down. The border cities, with Ephraim, have been
‘already mentioned. But we may notice the statement
(Josh. xvii, 10), ¢ They met together in Asher on the
north, and in Issachar on the east.” The tribe of
Manasseh stretched right across Western Palestine, its
northern limits being crescent-shaped, with one horn pro-
jocting into Asher at Dor, on the sea-coast, the other into
" Iesachar at Bethshean, in the: east. Its historical im-
-portance lies in its occupation of the passes of Esdraelon,
or the plain of Jezreel. Whenever that richest and most
open part of the Holy Land was occupied by hostile forces,
it was from the passes of Manasseh that it was commanded.
On this turns the whole history of the great hero of
Manasseh, Gideon, who, among these hills, was raised up
to descend on the Midianite swarm of invaders.
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A ride of about eight miles brings us from Nablous
(Shechem) to Samaria. The portion of the road up the
Vale of Bhechem is the brightest and most civilised scene
in modern Palestine. Olive-groves, A gardens, orange.
groves, and palm-trees, form a maze of beaunty in strange
contrast with the decay which elsewhere prevails. Then
crossing & ridge, probably the whole limit of Ephraim, we
descend upon this network of valleys, among whmh riges
the-hill of Samaria.

Samaria was not an original ctty, though the later
capital of the kingdom. The story of its origin is given
with much minuteness in 1 Kings xvi. 28, 24. When
Omri bought the hill of Shemer, and built the city which
he named after the old proprietor, the position had great
natural advantages. The hill is oblong, with a wide plat-
form at its top, and steep terraced sides. It is completely
isolated from the surrounding hills, which are higher, so
that it was safe from surprise, and no enemy could ap-
proach it from any quarter unobserved. . In this respect it
bears a strong resemblance to' Jerusalem. It commands a
noble view of the Plain of Sharon to the west, and of the
sea beyond it. How often from this spot must the be-
sieged Israelites have gazed on the Syrian hosts investing
their city on all sides ! -(1 Kings xx.; 2 Kings vi.)

Here Ahab, at the instigation of his wife Jezebel, built a
splendid temple to Baal. In this reign was the first siege
of Bamaria by the Syrians, and the second, in the reign
"of Jehoram, quickly followed, when, after a three years’
blockade, the siege was raised by Divine intervention, as
had been foretold by Elisha., Samaria was the scene of
many important events in the lives of Elijak and Elisha,
At the Pool of Bamaria the dogs licked the blood of Ahab,
as Elijah had foretold, when his body was brought up from
Ramoth Gilead. Into besieged Samaria Elisha led the
blind-stricken detachment of Syrian troops who had been
pent to take him, and delivering them to the King of
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Israel, faught him a le#son of clomency. Here he réceived
the visit of Naaman, and taught the Syrian general-a yet
higher lesson. We can picture, at the end of that second
giege, the eamp of Benhadad in the valley below, whilé
starvation wasted the crowds within ; then the discavery of
the panic of the Syrians by the lepers ; then the rush at
the gate just over the brow, and the scattered garments
and vessels along that valley by which the invaders had
fled towards the east.

In B.c. 721 Samaria was taken,: aﬁer ite seoond three
years' giege, by Shalmaneser, King of Assyria, and with ite
fall closed the history of the kingdom of Israel,

. It was afterwards taken, and its inhabitants transplanted
by Alexander the Great. Again, the Jews, under Hyrcanus,
nearly destroyed it; and in turn, the old inhabitants were .
re-established by Pompey.

Augustus gave it to Herod the Great, who re-colonised
it, rebuilt it, and added most sumptuous palaces, theatres,
temples, stadium, and colonnades, changing its name to
Sebaste (i.e., Augusta), in honour of his patron, by the
Arabic form of which, Sebustiyeh, it is still known.

In the New Testament, though the term Samaria is
several times used generally for the people and villages of
the country, yet it seems that here Philip the Deacon
preached and founded a church, and here Simon the
Borcerer was converted, It was the seat of a Crusading
bishoprie, the chureh of which remains.

The modern village of Sebustiyeh is on the side—not tho
top—-—of the hill, eontaining perhaps 500 souls. It clusters
round the old Christian Church of 8t. John, now a
mosque, nearly perfect, excepting the roof of the nave.
Higher up, long streets of columns in different direetions,
some fallen, some broken, others half-buried, but very
many standing perfect, show the extent and splendour of
Herod's city. There are also gateways and a ruined
triumphal arch standing. When we look down on the
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gaunt columns rising ont of the little terraced' field, and
the vines clambering up the sides of -the hill, onee covered
by the palaces of proud Samaria, we reeal the prophecy of
Micah :. ¢ I will make Samaria as an heap of the field and
a8 plantings of a vineyard; and I will pour down the stones
thereof into the valley, and I will diseover the foundations
thereof ” (Mie. i." 6). Not more literally have the 'de-
nunciations' on. Tyre or on Babylon -been accomplished.

REMAINS OF CHRISTIAN OEUBGH AT AAH‘ABIA.

'I‘o the eye-thness the fulﬁlment is startling in ltl
aceuracy.
Of the Israelite, or older clty, no traces remam-—tmless,
poss:bly, the reservoir by the old Church of St. John be
the ¢ Pool of Samaria,” where the blood was washed from
Ahab's chariot after the fatal day at Ramoth Gilead.
. About twelve miles north of Samaria, close to the road
to Galilee, is Dothan, still bearing exactly the same name.
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The ocountry is -fall of the old fortified villages of Ma-
nasseh, every one of them a natural stronghold, and fall
of deep gorges, a perfect network, twisting down towards
the Plain of Esdraclon. Dothan is the. very richest of.
pasture-grounds—a little upland plain, with a smooth hill
at the southern end on which are some ruins, and a fine
epring bursting at its foot. Here Joseph found his
brethren, and into a cistern here they cast him. Sitting
by that spring, they bartered their brother to the Ishmaelite
traders (Gen. xxxvii.). The only other incident in Serip-
ture connected with Dothan is Elisha’s residence there,
and the attempt to seize him by the Syrians, frustrated by
Divine intervention. The plain, though so rich, is now
uninhabited.

Just to the south-west of Dothan is Arrabeh, conjec-
tured by some to be the Ophrah of the Abiezrites, the
native place of the judge Gideon. It is a village on a
hill, surrounded by a wall, and is probably as large a
place now as in the time of Israel., Its Scriptural interest
concentrates exclusively in the life of Gideon. Here he was
born (Judg. vi. 11), and in & good old age was buried (ch.
viii. 82). Here he commenced his public life, by cutting
down the grove of Baal and erecting an altar to the Lord
(ch. vi. 24—82) ; and here, after his victory over Midian, he
established a shrine, and set up an ephod, made of the
spoils of their chieftains, which became a snare to his

. house and to idolatrous Israel (ch. viii. 27).

Three miles south-east of this is a strongly forhﬁed
but now ruined fortress, on a commanding hill, Sanur,
whose sheikhs long resisted the Turkish power, and have
within the present century sustained two sieges. After
four months it was taken in 1830. The position exactly
meets the description of Bethulia, in the Book of Judith.
From this and from its natural strength it has been identi-
fled with Bethulia, though no vestige of the name remains.

At Dothan we are close upon the descent into the Plain
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of Esdraelon, the rich heritage of Issachar. But the
mountain region continues anbroken in an irregular ourve
towards Carmel, and was held by Manasseh. Three places
of historic interest are situated on the front of this hill
country, between Dothan and Carmel—ZTaanach, Hadad-
Rimmon, and Megiddo.

Following the margin of the hill country, we go round
the head of a small valley, and turn along the crest of a
long ridge which projects from the mountains of Manasseh
into the Plain of Esdraelon, which forms two embayed
plains on either side of it. It terminates in a large mound
commanding the plain, the ancient Taanach (Tanach of
Josh, xxi. 25), to this day unchanged in name, Ta'annik,
an old Canaanitish stronghold ; its king was slain by Joshua
(ch. xii. 21), and the city was allotted to Manasseh and
afterwards assigned to the Kohathite Levites (ch. xxi. 25).

The place, however, long remained in the hands of the
Canaanites, whom Manasseh could not expel (Judg. i. 27),
& difficulty which can easily be understood when we
observe the nataral position of the place ; and though
afterwards reduced to tribute, they.do not appear ever
to have been altogether driven out. Taanach seems to
have been the gathering-place of Sisera’s host. ¢ Then
fought the kings of Canaan in Taanach by the waters of
-Megiddo” (Judg. v. 19). The old ruins are exiensive,
but featureless, on the top of the hill. The modern village
is nearer the base, at the south-east side of it. Many of
the small feeders of the Kishon take -their rise in this
neighbourhood.

In 1 Chron. vi. 70, ’Aner is substituted for Taanach.
This may be recognised, perhaps, in the modern village of
'Anim, near Ta’annik, where are the remains of an ancient
gite.

Following along the orest of the ridge westward, to
reach Megiddo, we come to the village of Rummaneh,
which by its name reeals the Hadad-Rimmon, where



Jereiniah and the people of Judah mourned for Josiah,
when he had fallen in the battle of Megiddo. “In that day
shall be & great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning
of Hadad-Rimmon in the valley of Megiddo” (Zech,
xii. 11).

In a nook of the hills, about five miles north-west of
Taanach, just on the borders of the plain, are ancient
ruins, strewn with large fragments of marble seulptures .
and granite, on both sides of a litile siream, bnt no
modern village or houses. The place bears the name of
Lejjin, the Arabie corruption of Legio, the Roman name
of the Megiddo of the Old Testament, The older Israclitish
town appears to have been a little higher up the hill, where
the mound of ruins is called Tell Mutasellim. We see at
once that the sister city of Taanach was a natural outpost
and commanded one of the gorges of Manasseh. In faet,
to this day the caravan road from Nazareth and Gualilee
to Egypt, by the Plain of Sharon, passes up this valley.

There are few spots of greater interest in the old history
of Israel. From the brow here we look out upon the
great Plain of Esdraelon- (the Greek corruption of its old
name, the plain or ¢ valley of Jezreel’), the great battle-
field of Israel. The wide western portion of it may be
called the Plain of Megiddo. Megiddo was the fortress
of the western portion of the plain, From its position
it was the point of contact between the Israelites, who
relied solely on their infantry, and the Canaanites and
subsequent invaders, whose sjrength. was in their cavalry
and chariots. Hence it has been taken in the Apocalypse
as the fignrative name of ‘the place of final conflict be-
tween the powers of gcod and evil, « salled in the Hebrew
tongune, Armageddon” (Rev. xvi. 16), i.e., ¢ the Mount of
Megiddo.” .

Two of the great battles of Old Testament history
ocourred in front of Megiddo. The first was when Barak,
stirred up by the prophetess Deborah, roused - all the
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northefn and central tribes to shake off the yoke of Jabin,
King of Canaan: Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh on
the one side ; Zebulon, Issachar, and Naphtali from the
north. Sisera’s 900. chariots of iron were mustered in
front of Taanach and Megiddo. Barak descended from
Tabor, on the opposite side of the plain, and, as a terrific
storm burst upon the Canaanites, fell upon them. The
mountain torrents, rapidly swollen, poured down into
the Kishon, the river overflowed, and the torrent swept
away chariots and horses in hopeless confasion. ¢ They
fought from heaven : the stars in their courses fought
against Sisera. The river Kishon swept them away, that
ancient river, the river Kishon. Then were the horse-
hoofs broken by the means of the prancings, the prancings
of their mighty ones” (Judg. v. 20—22). So ¢ the Lord
discomfited Sisera.”

Very different were the circumstances and the results of
the second battle of Megiddo, 650 years later. Pharaoh-
Necho, King of Egypt, marching against the King of
Assyria, came, as it would seem, along the Plain of Sharon,
and then, rounding Carmel, turned to march up the central
plain towards Syria ; when Josiah, determined to oppose
his progress, met him at Megiddo. Here, exposing himself
in his chariot, Josish was mortally wounded by the
Egyptian archers and carried to Jerusalem, where he
died, overwhelming his nation in the bitterest grief
(2 Chron. xxxv. 20—25). The lamentations for Josiah

.% were made an ordinance in Israel.” The battle of

Megiddo is mentioned by Herodotus, who epeaks of the
Jews as Syrians. Josiah was nat the first king of Judah
to whom Megiddo had been falal, for here Amaziah died
of his wounds when he fled from Jehu (2 Kings ix. 27).
Megiddo looks out upon its plains and the Kishon, the
modern Nahr el Makaita, i.e., river of slaughter, while
behind it the hill country of Joseph riges in -irregular
masses. But as we proceed to the north-west, this soon
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contracts, till we can look down on the Plain of Esdraelon
north and that of Sharon south.

About six miles from Megiddo a rounded hill ends the
territory of Manasseh. It is covered with traces of ruins,
though utterly desolate, and is Tell Kaimén, the Commona
of Eusebius, Jokneam of Carmel, a Canaanitish city con-
quered by Joshua (xii. 22). It was assigned to the
Merarite Levites (xxi. 84), but was in the tribe of Zebulun,
whose border reached to the river that is before Jokneam,

CARMEL AND THE PLAIN OF ACRE FROM THE LADDER OF TYRE.

either the Kishon, a mile in front of it, or rather the
Wady el Milh, just west of the hill, and which is the
boundary ravine between the bare hills of Manasseh and
the wooded glades of Carmel, and thus between Asher
whieh held Carmel and Issachar. The four tribes thus
met at this point. By this wady is one of the roads from
Sharon to Galilee, and through it Napoleon led his army
in A.p. 1799.
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Just in front of Jokneam there rises a sudden bold
bluff over a steep base studded with noble trees. This
bluff is the east end of Carmel, cne of the historical
mountains of Palestine. It is also one of its most striking
natural features. Not a peak, like Hermon, nor a rounded
hill, as Tabor : Carmel is a long ridge branching off from
the mountains of Samaria, and running for eighteen miles
north-west, forming a bold headland, the one indentation of
the long straight coast-line of Palestine. It forms by its
projection the Bay of Acre to the north, and runs out
with & bold bluff, almost as precipitous as its eastern end,
into the sea itself, leaving but a narrow strip of sand at its
base. It thus stands as a wall between the maritime
Plain of Sharon on the south, and the more inland Plain
of Esdraelon on the north. It is nearly 1,800 feet high,
but gently descends towards the western front of the
bluff, which is not more than 600 feet in height, while the
eastern end is 1,600 feet above the sea. '

The name of ‘‘ Carmel,” or ¢ park,” is illustrated even
by the present econdition of ¢ Carmel by the sea.” Nothing
80 park:like, sach a mingling of forest and glade, is to be
seen elsewhere in the Holy Land. Not that the trees are
really of great size, with & few exceptions. Pines erown
the highest parts, and some of the dells haye noble trees,
though much of the forest has been cleared for charcoal.
There still remain holm - oaks and chestnuts.. But the
characteristic of the ‘“ excellency of Carmel” (Isa. xxxv. 2)
is the wonderful profusion of flowering and perfumed
ghrubs—bay, storax, linden, arbutus, and innumerable
others, wafting their fragrance in volumes through the
air, while the open glades, with flowers of every hue,
orchis, cyclamen, tulip, lily, are like the Garden of Eden
run wild. Bat all this ¢ excellency "’ only lasts for a
month in spring. Moreover, nothing can be more marked
than the sudden contrast from the brown bare hills of
Samaria to the copse and woodland which greets us as
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soon as Carmel is tomched. ¢‘No wonder that to an
Israelite it seemed the park of his country; that the tresses
of the bride’s head should be compared to its woods
(Cant. vii. 5); that its ornaments.(excellency) should be
regarded as the type of national beauty ; that the withering
of its fruits should be consideréd the type -of national
desolation” (Amos i. 27).

Carmel fell within the territory of Asher, which extended

along the coast of the Plain of SBharon as far as Dor (see .

ante, p. 63); and on many places .on its slopes I hava

RAST END OF QARMRBL—PLACE OF ELIJAH'S SACRIFICE.

found the old wine-presses of the Asherite proprietors of
old, with their comented corn store-houses, under ground
now, all overgrown with bush and tangle.
" But what makes the memory of Carmel imperishable is
its close connection with the grandest events in the lives of
Elijah and Elisha. There seems to have already existed
‘“ on a high place” of Carmel an altar of the Lord, which
had been overthrown on the introduction of Baal worship
(1 Kings viii. 80). This is at the east exiremity of the
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ridge. On the summit, at the very edge of the cliff,
where it sinks steeply down 1,000 feet into the Piain of
Esdraelon, are heaps of old dressed stones, marking the
site of a fort, perhaps of & yet older altar cast down by
dezebel. This was the spot from whence & view of the ses
ean be first obtained, and to it must have come Elijah’s
servant, while his master prayed on the texrace a hundred
feet or more below, and sometimes returned to gaze, till
over the distant Oyprus the little cloud at length arose
portending the coming rain, exactly as it does now.

From this spot a slippery path descends 300 feet lower
down to the Mohrakah, the ¢ burning *’ or ¢ the saerifice.”
There is no village, no house, only a shapeless ruin ; yet
here the spot has & name, and the recollection of the
miracle is imbedded in the Arabic momenclature. It is a
glade overlooking the plain, somewhat in the shape of an
amphitheatre, and completely shut-in on the north by the
well-wooded oliffs. No place can be conceived more
adapted by nature to be that wondrous battle-field of
truth, where Elijah appealed to Israel, ‘“ How long halt ye
between two opinions ?’> In front of the principal actors
in the scene, with the king and his courtiers by their side,
the thousands of Israel might have been gathered on the
lower slopes, witnesses of the whole struggle to its stupen-
dous result. : ‘

In the upper part of the amphitheatre to the left is an
ancient fountain, overhung by a few “magnificent trees,
among them a fine Turkey oak. The reservoir of the
spring is stone-built and square, abount eight feet deep,
and the steps which once descended to it may yet be traced.
The roof partially remains. The water is of some depth,
and never fails. In illustration of this there are small
shell-fish (Neritina) found attached to the stones in if,
which, though common in the Kishon and other rivers
of the country, are not found in the neighbouring wells,
and can never exist where the water fails at any time of
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year, as, unlike the other freshwater shell-fish of Palestine,
they cannot bury themselves in mud. In that three years’
drought, when all the wells were dry, and the Kishon had
ﬁrstshrnnktoastringofpools,and was finally lost alto-
gether, this deep and shaded spring, fed from the rocks of
Carmel, remained. Hence Elijah drew for the trench
round his altar, while Ahab sat under the rock, probably
just where the oak-tree grows now.

There are fow finer views in the whole land than that
from this eastern crest of Carmel's ridge. It ranges from
the bare hills of Galilee in the north and those of Samaria
in the south, while Mount Tabor rises proudly in the east,
geeming almost to span the distance from Galilee to Gilboa.
The sites of Jezreel, Megiddo, S8hunem, Nain, and many
others, are in front. For twenty miles the eye follows the
wide plain, with not a tree and scarcely a village in its
whole extent. Behind, to the south, stretches the sea,
whence rose the little clond, with a narrow strip of Sharon
and the ruins of Athlit and Dor standing out. On the
other side, to the north, there is a peep of the plain of
Acre and the sea washing its edge.

. Down distant Tabor once poured the hosts of Barak ; on
the edge of that Gilboa the shouts and the sudden gleaming
lights of Gideon's trusty three hundred startled the sleeping
Midianites ; and in the unbroken darkness of another
night, Saul erept up that same Gilboa's side to seek the
witch's eave, which he quitted but to lose kingdom, army,
and life on its top, *for thers the shield of the mighty was’
vilely cast away.”

. Across that plain fled, in broken disorder, the hosts of
Sisera, to be engulphed in the mud and swamps and over-
whelmed in the Kishon, then, as often now, swollen and
treacherous, and hardly a bush or a tree to mark its
sluggish course. Across that plain marched the Assyrian
bordes of Shalmaneser to the final destruction of Israel; and -
nearer still to Carmel fell Josiah at the battle of Megiddo,
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But down below, name after name has stamped on -the
locality the memory of Elijah’s sacrifice. - From the
Mohirakah, or place of burning, a slippery path leads down
to the Kishon, which now bears, in memory of that
awful day, the name of Nahr el Mukatta, ¢ the river of
slaughter.” Immediately below, on its’ banks, is & small
green flat-topped knoll, apparently artificial, Tell Kassis,
¢ the mound of the priests,” marking, in its name, the

WEST END OF CARMBL, WITH THE MONASTERY.

very spot where Elijah slew the priests of Baal, when he
had brought them down to the ‘¢ brook Kishon.”

On Carmel, also, it would appear Elijah was staying when
King Ahaziah sent fifty after fifty to apprehend him for his-
rebuke on his idolatrous quest after Baalzebub the god of -
Ekron; and here he ¢ cansed fire to come down from-
heaven " and consume the first two companies (2 Kings i.
6—18). The word translated * an. hill” (ver. 9) shonld:

P
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be ¢ the mount,” and is always used for Carmel, and in
connection with Elijah, for Carmel only.

* Carmel was also the residence of Elisha for a time
(2 Kings ii. 25 ; iv. 25), and at this east end of the mount
he was when the Shunamite’s son died. Looking down
from the height, he recognised her afar off, hurrying on
her ass across the plain, and sent his servant to meet her.
Up the hill she csme, till, reaching the Prophet, she flung
herself down and caught him by the feet—just as an
Eastern will do to-day in distress—appealing for help.
Nor would she leave him till he arose and followed her
(2 Kings iv. 22—80).

The memory of Elijah’s sacrifice rendered Carmel sacred
even among the Greeks. Pythagoras retired here to
meditate, and we are told that from one of the many
caves at the western end he came down, when he saw a
ship in the offing, and sailed for Egypt. The Emperor
Vespasmn, too, here consulted the ora.cle—probahly at the
place of Elijah’s sacrifice, for we are told there was neither
image nor temple, only an altar and sanctity. -

The western end of Carmel, so frequently thed by
travellers, has no scriptural events attached to it, but is
celebrated for its convent, whence sprung the ¢ Carmelite,”
or * barefooted” friars, who have spread throughout Europe
for centuries, and who still maintain themselves in this,
the cradle of their Order, which was founded here during
the Crusades by St. Louis of France. Edward L, of
England, was a lay brother of the Order.

The common name of Carmel now is ‘ Mar Elyss”
(Elijah), though * Kurmul " is occasionally used.

Beneath the western foot of Carmel is a narrow belt of
plain, the great highway between Egypt and Assyria.
Round this hill Sennacherib’s hosts marched from .the
passes of the Lebanon, where they have left their tablets,
to the siege of Lachish, and Pharaoh-Necho to Megiddo :
to say nothing of Crusading armies, of the hosts of Saladin,
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and of Napoleon advancing to the siege of Acre. Above
all, probably by this route Joseph brought the child Jesus
and His mother to Nazareth, when, hearing that Archelaus
~was king in Jerusalem, they ¢ turned aside " to the parts
of Galilee. ‘ ‘
Close under the west shoulder ¢f Carmel, on the north,
at the south cresecent of the Bay of Acre, lies the modern
seaport of Hhaiffa, or Caiffa, the Achsaph, probably, of

WRSTERN END OF CARMEL, FROM THE SBOUTH,

‘Joshua, which was a Canaanite city, whose king was
smitten by Joshua (xi. 1, xii. 20), and was afterwards -
allotted to Asher (xix. 24). Two miles out of it are the
sculptures and ruins which mark the site of the Greek and
Roman ity of Sycaminum, still overshadowed by the
sycamine fig-trees whence it derived its name. It has
frequently been identified with Achsaph or Caiffa, which
for a time it supplanted. It is now called Tell el Samak,
: P2
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Other frontier ecities of Asher, lying, probably; close
under the northern slopes of Mount Carmel, are Helkath
Hali and Beten (Josh. xix. 256). Helkath and Beten are
both mentioned by Eusebius as being in this district.
But their sites have not been discovered. About six miles
east of Hhaiffa, I discovered, élose under Carmel, by a
magnificent spring, indications of an old town which may
have been one of these. But as ¢ Asher continued on the
sea-shore, and abode in his creeks " (Judg. v. 17), taking
no part in the struggle of his brethren, absorbed in trade
with the neighbouring Pheenicians, the tribe is almost un-
noticed in Sacred history.

Alammelech (Josh. xix. 26), seems marked by the
Wady-el-Malek, a little stream running into the Kishon,
gix miles inland from Hhaiffa.

" - Five miles west of Wady-el-Malek, I examined a little
mound with traces of ruins, on which some Bedouin were
camped, called Um-el-’Amad, identical with the next city
in the enumeration of Asher, Amad (Josh. xix. 26), the
gutteral ’ain being preserved in the modern name. Thus
the frontier between Asher and Issachar seem to have run
along the low ridge which faintly separates the plains of

. Acre and Esdraelon. Of Misheal, the next frontier town

of Asher, nothing has been traced. Thence the hne ran
to Carmel westward.
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CHAPTER IX.
ISSACHAR ; AND ESDRAELON, OR THE PLAIN OF JEZREEL.

Description of the Plain of Jezreel or Esdraelon—Plain of Acre—Of Megiddo—
Jezreel—Eastern part divided into three—Heritage of Issachar—Character
of the region and of the tﬂbo—?opuhﬂon—Tols-Bmh-Omﬂ-—En-gmnlm v

—Jenin— Ibl Remoth —J 1— Ahab—Elijah—Jehu—Jezebel—Well of
Harod—Fountain of Jezroel—l[onnr, Gilboa—Battle of Gilboa—Night Walk
of Raul - Beth-8hean—3 Beisdn—Ruins—View—Road to Egypt—

Saul’s Death —Deupolls—luhob—z:rtlun—mm -Shittah—Abel-Meholah—
ZKnon—8alim—Merves— Murusseh—Hill of Moreh— Little Hermon—Jebel Duhy

~—Sh Sul Sh ite W Shulamite~Nain—Tombs—Endor .

— Caves—Chesulloth—Chisloth-Tabor—J/ksa!— Daberath— Dabtirich— Mount
Tabor—Ruins~View—History—S8hihon-Kishion.

Havive traced the northern boundaries of the hill country
of Ephraim and Samaria to their western limits, including
Mount Carmel, which, though in the territory of Asher, is
geographically but an outlying extension of the hills of
Ephraim, we come next to the great central Plain of Pales-
tine, which may be said almost to bisect the country from
east to west. The peculiar characteristics of the great
‘plain, and its historical reminiscences, have been beauti-
fully drawn out by Dean Stanley. It is a wide rent,
scooped out for about twelve miles in width, in its nar-
rowest parts, from north-west to south-east. It is, how-
ever, not one even plain, but, though always open, has
slight undulations. Its watershed, which is a mere imper-
ceptible rise, is at an irregular line drawn a little to the
west of Mount Tabor and Gilboa.

It may be divided into three parts: 1st. The coast plain,
known as the Plain of Acre, which has always been dis-
tinguished from the rest, cut off by the bold ridge of
Carmel from the Plain of Sharon, and on the north-east
off from the Phcenician Plain by a bold headland which
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pushes right into the sea from the Galilean hills, called
Ras-en-Naktra. Eastward, it is separated from the great
central plain by a low, sparsely-wooded ridge, through an
opening at the south end of which, under Mount Carmel,
the Kishon winds its tortuous way, and creeps to the sea.
This part of the plain is also drained by the little classic
stream of the Belus, and by the Wady-Kurn. :
2nd. The central plain, more strictly that of Jezresl or
Esdraelon, sometimes also the Valley of Megiddo, stretches
to the south-east, commanded on its southern edge by
Jokneam, Megiddo, Taanach, and En-Gannim or Jenin,
where it narrows to a point, and there is flanked on the east
by the spurs of Mount Gilboa, Jezreel, and Little Hermon,
or Jebel Duhy, and on the north by Tabor, the hills of
. Nazareth, and Sefurieh, or Diocesarea.

8rd. To the east three branches of the plain slope
gently towards the Jordan, separated by nearly isolated
ranges, rising out of the plain itself; the southern portion
lying between Jenin and Mount Gilboa, but not extending
down to the Jordan Valley. The central portion, which
is the true Plain of Jezreel, is a fine rolling slope of the
greatest fertility, fenced on the south by Gilboa, at the
eastern end of which Bethshean, Beisan, commands the
Jordan Valley, into which this plain imperceptibly blends,
while it is separated from the northern branch by the
oblong ridge of Jebel Duhy, or Little Hermon. To the
north of this, again, a third branch of the plain stretches
eastward, opening to the west between Little Hermon and
Mount Tabor, and drained toward the Jordan by Wady
‘Bireh. On its southern skirt, on the edge of Little Her-
mon, or Jebel Duhy, the Hdl of Moreh, hang the villages
of Nain and Endor,

Nearly the whole of this rich plain was the heritage of
Issachar, according to the prophetic blessing, ¢ Issachar is
a strong ass, crouching down between two burdens., And
he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was pleasant ;
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and bowed his shoulder to' bear, and became a servant-
unto tribute.” (Gen. xlix. 14, 16.) There is no part of
the country, except the Plain of Sharon, that can vie with
this district in fertility. Its wonderful natural productive-
ness is in striking contrast with the bare hill-sides of
Managpeh, and especially with the grey, bleak rocks of
@ilboa and Jebel Duhy. But with all: its richness, there
is no part of the land more neglected. No towns or vil-
lages, no solitary: homesteads. dot its deserted surface,
except on its eastern edge. Very little of it is cultivated ;
all is abandoned to the wandering Bedouin, who frequently
plunder the .crops of the hapless peasantry of .the sur-
rounding hills, and retreat across the :Jordan with their
. booty, like - the Midianites of old,” ‘as grasshoppers
(locusts) for ‘multitude, and whose camels were without
number.”’ :

Issachar was one of theclnef tribes at the time of the
census, being third in number of fighting-men. But this
pre-eminence was not maintained in after history. The
very richness of their territory was the cause of the military
weakness of the tribe—¢‘the seed-plot of God,” as the
name Jezreel signifies. 8o the prophecy of the Patriarch
Jacob describes him ¢¢ as a strong ags,” 1.4, the he-ass used
for earrying burdens, ‘¢ crouching down between two hedge-
rows,” as it might rather be translated; quiet and stolid,
devoted to agriculture, and willing rather to submit to the
tribute imposed on him by the various marauding tribes
which time after time invaded his plains and plundered
his crops. The blessing of Moses adds, ¢ Rejoice, Issachar,
in thy tents "’ (Deut. xxxiii. 18), a8 though Issachar, sub-
mitting to the invader, should become not only submissive,
but even ‘‘rejoicing” in his nomad or semi-nomad life.
From the time of his settlement he seems to have sank
into a sort of dependence on his brother-tribe of Zebulun,
which lay immediately to the north, possessing the southern

highlands of Galilee,
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Issachar possessed very few strongholds, and.searcely
any of the heights commanding the great plain. Beth-
shean, ‘one of the strongest positions in the country, though
topographieally within its boundaries, was yet allotted to
Manasseh. Tabor, it shared with Zebulun.

- Once only, did Issachar take a prominent part in the
military achievements of Israel. This was when Deborah
and Barak rallied the northern tribes to shake off the yoke
of the northern Canaanite king, Jabin, and when so signal
& victory was gained over Sisera by Barak, on the great
Plain of Megiddo.

One of the Judges was of the tribe of Issachar, Tola,
the son of Perah; of whom nothing further is recorded
than that he judged, not in the defenceless plain, but in
Shamir in Mount Ephraim, the future Samaria, quite out-
gide the limits of his own tribe (Judg. x. 1).

In the time of David, the population of Issachar had
increased threefold since the enumeration in the wilderness
by Moses. It has been observed, that of the 145,600
soldiers reckoned by Joab, 86,000 are said to be ¢ bands
(1 Chron. vii. 4), a term-applied only to freebooters and
wandering nomads, and especially to the tribe of Gad
across Jordan ; thus pointing out that Issachar had begun
to “‘rejoice in tents.” We read, too (1 Chron. xii. 82),
that the heads of Issachar ‘‘ were men that had under-
standing of the times, to know what Israel ought to do,”
implying either their gkill in political diplomacy, or, as
the Rabbis interpret it, in the knowledge of astronomy and
the signs of the heavens. .
~ More than one dynasty of the kings of Israel sprung
from this tribe. Baasha, the son of Ahijah, who by .
treason and murder supplanted the son of Jeroboam on the
throne, was of Issachar; and it seems probable that Omri,
the father of Ahab, who set up his capital in Samaria, as
Tola had ruled there before, was also of this tribe. g

Once again, and only once, does the tribe of Issachar
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appear in history, when a multitade of their people assem-
bled at the invitation of Hezekiah (2 Chron. xxx. 18), to
keep the Passover of the Lord in Jerusalem, showing that
there were many, even thus far north, who had yet main-
tained their allegiance to Jehevah.

Taking the inheritance of Issachar, as given in Joshua
(xix. 17—22), there are but fourteen cities there enu-
merated, but several others occur in subsequent history.
The extreme southern point of the possessions of the tribe
was En-gannim (Josh. xix. 21), on the direct road between
Samaria and Jezreel, on the very edge of the Plain of
Jezreel, but itself in the hills, The name signifies,
¢ fountain of gardens,” the modern Jenin, a thriving
little town, just where a spreading valley opens into the
plain. The hills rise behind it; round it are a consi-
derable belt of rich gardens, with fine orange and citron-
trees, and, here and there, a tall palm waving over them.
It is the first place where the traveller from Shechem
meets the palm in any numbers. There is an excellent
spring, from which the place derives its name, which bursts

. from the hills behind, and the water of which is eonveyed

in an aqueduct to the town and also distributed to the
gardens. En-gannim was allotted to the Gershonite Levites
(Josh. xxi. 29), and is called Ginza by Josephus. It is
once again mentioned (2 Kings ix. 27) under the.trans.
lated form, * by the way of the garden-house,” when
Ahaziah fled towards En-gannim (the Garden-house) from
Jehu. Finding the road too steep for escape in his chariot,
he turned towards the edge of the plain, westward, and,
while at the ascent of Gur, by Ibleam, he was mortally
wounded, and, skirting along the foot of the hills, reached
Megiddo, where he died. : ,

No modern name reveals to us the precise locality of the
ascent of Gur, but it must have been one of the steep hills
between Jezreel and En-gannim, Ibleam, which was near
it, appears to be identical with Bileam (1 Chron. vi. 70),
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and is to be traced in the modern hamlet of Belameh,
about three miles morth of Jenin. The principal road
through Palestine runs up the Wady in which are the
ruins. Thoughmtheterntm'yoflmhar it belanged to
Manasseh (Judg. i. 27), but continued long to be held by
the Canaanites.

Near En-gannim also, we must place Remeth, supposed
by some to be a rocky hillock rising in the middle of a
green plain, buried among the hills between Jenin and
Samaria, and now called Rameh. There is also Jarmuth,
a city of Issachar, assigned to the. Gershonite Levites
(Josh. xxi. 29), possibly another name for Remeth ; but no
satisfactory identification has yet been made. There are
traces of antiquity abont Mezar, on the west face of Mount
Gilboa, which suggest that it was a city of Issachar, and
from the order in which Remeth stands in Joshus, they
possibly may be identical.

Passmg from Jenin, through Belameh (Iblcam), a littlo
over six miles to the north, we reach Zerin, the modern
representation of Jexresl. We rise from the plain and
ascend a low spur, which seems to stretch forward as an
outpost of Mount Gilboa into the plain—a projecting knall
of rising ground, covered with a few flat-topped huts and
a square tower of evident antiquity, with fresh verdure all
around ; but not a tree or shrub. Of the once eapital of
Israel not a vestige remains, though the situation is lovely,
The very ruins have crumbled from desolate heaps to flat
turf-clad hillocks. Many old sarcophagi, or marble coffins,
lay strewn about, some converted into horse-troughs, and
several richly sculptured with the figures of the crescent-
moon, the symbol of Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Zido-
nians ; but these are the only relics of the ancient beauty
of Jegreel. Its situation explains why it was chosen as a
royal residence. On the east side it has a defensible steep
rocky descent of, at least, 100 feet, and from its tower
there is 8 commanding view north, east, and west. For
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miles the route from the Jordan by Bethshesn can be
traced, by which, after dashing up round the knoll of Beth-
shean, Jehu urged on his horses over the smooth plain, as
he drove from Ramoth-Gilead. On the other side the plain
is in view past Taanach and Megiddo, as far as Carmel.

The importance of Jezreel was limited to the reigns of
Ahsb and his son. Ahab selected it as his favourite resi-
dence, without deserting altogether Samaria a8 the political
capital. Here he erected his palace and built his ¢ ivory
house,” its inner walls, probably, panelled or veneered
with ivory ; and here Jezebel lived after his death. Af
Jezreel she maintained a grove and temple of Ashtoreth,
the abomination of the Zidonians, with her 400 priests.
From the watch-tower any marauding parties coming from
the other side Jordan could be deseried. But it is the sad
story of Naboth, which is ‘most foreibly brought before our
mind as we stand on the mounds of Jezreel. The royal
grounds most probably have stretched down the hill.
Then to the east is the little valley, where was the plot,
the patrimony of Naboth, on the way up to the city.
There Elijah met the king and rebuked him to his face in
the hearing of Jehu and Bidkar (1 Kings xxi. 17), and
there the retribution of the father’s crime fell on the
equally criminal son, when Jehu encountered Joram and
Ahaziah on the very spot. Joram fell at once; Ahaziah
fled, only to receive his death-wound om the hill going up
to Ibleam and {o die at Megiddo, It was on the east side,
also, that Jezebel looked out of the window and taunted
Jehu (2 Kings ix. 84). Hare was an open space, such as
is found by the gate of all Eastern cities, where the
labourers wait to be hired, where the laden camels collect, -
and where the pariah dogs, the scavengers of the streets,
prowl about. Into this open space Jezebel was flung from
the window, and was soon devoured by the dogs.

Jezreel disappears from history with the fall of the
house of Ahab and the destruction of the idolatrous
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temple by Jehu; and the later prophets speak of Jezreel
a8 synonymous with that wicked house, and as sharing
their -fortunes (Hos. i. 4, 11). It has been conjectured
that the tower of Jezreel was the Migdol, near which
Herodotus tells us the army of Pharaoh-Necho was en-
camped before the battle with Josiah at Megiddo.

About a mile east of Jezreel a fine fountain, gushing
from the rocks which form the base of Mount Gilboa,
supplies a pool of clear water, fifty feet in diameter, more
than once mentioned in history as the Well of Harod, by
which Gideon and his army encamped before their victory
over the Midianites. Here the captain tested his men by
their method of drinking, and at this pool there is space
for a large number to drink together. The name
¢ Harod ”” means ‘¢ trembling,” and seems to have been
given in memory of the panic which seized the Midianites,
It was also known as the ¢ Fountain of Jezresl” (1 S8am.
xxix. 1), where Saul was encamped before the battle of
Gilboa, and is now known as Ain Jalid, perhaps a cor-
ruption of Gilead, which seems from Judges vii. 8 to have

“been an anéient name of Mount Gilboa. There was a
tradition, given by Josephus, that this was the pool where
Naboth and his sons were murdered, and where dogs
licked the blood of Ahab. That however, must rather
have been at Samaria.

We are now at the foot of Mount Gdboa, famous as the
scene of Saul's great defeat by the Philistines, and of his
death and that of Jonathan, which wrung from David the
touching lament, ‘¢ Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be
no dew, neither let there be rain upon you, nor fields of
offerings ; for there the shield of the mighty is vilely cast
away, the shield of Saul, as though he had not been
anointed with oil”’ (2 Sam. i. 21). And Gilboa is still a
barren, bleak, and desolate range. It is about ten miles
long, and not more than 500 or 600 feet above the plain,
reaching from near Jezreel in the west to Bethshean at
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the eastern extremity. It separaies the southern Plain
of Jezreel from the central portion which slopes between
Gilboa and Little Hermon to the Valley of the Jordan,
and is now known as' Jebel Fukua. On the top of the
mountain, at the east end, a village called Jelbon preserves
the old name of Gilboa. On the top, at the western end,
is the village of Wezar, entirely peopled by Mohammedan
dervishes, a colony which recals the old cities of the
priests in the Mosaie times.

The battle of Gilboa was fought on' the northern slopes
of the mountain. The Philistines had collected their
army at Shunem, now Salem, under the hsll Moreh (Little
Hermon), on.the opposite side of the middle portion of
the eastern plain (1 Bam. xxviii. 4), and pitched in Aphek
(xxix. 1), & place we cannot now identify; while Saul
gathered the troops of Israel opposite to them at the
Fountain of Jezreel (xxix. 1)—the same as the spring
Harod of Gibeon, and perhaps selected in memory of that
glorious day for Israel—under the north-western brow of
Gilboa. It was an ill-chosen battle-field with the enemy
at Shunem. Close behind Saul were the steep sides of
the mountain, affording no opportunity of falling back or
of retreat in case of defeat. Both flanks were completely
exposed to the Philistine attack, while these also had the
advantage of a gentle descent all the way from Shunem to
the camp of Israel. During the night before the battle,
Saul, ill at ease, went in secret to consult the witeh of
Endor, feeling that God had forsaken him. But she
resided just in the rear of the Philistine camp. The king,
therefore, must have crossed the plain to the east, and;
making a detour round the eastern base, or climbing the
eastern shounlder of the hill of Moreh, descended upon
Endor, where, appalled by the appearance of Samnel's
gpirit, he heard the doom of hid house and kingdom.

Next morning the ‘Philistines made their onslaught.
Sanl, oppressed with gloomy forebodings, soon found theé
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warning of Samuel truae. The ranks of Israel were broken.
-They fell back on the steep sides of the mountain, and
were cut down with a terrible carnage. ¢ The beauty of
-Israel is slain upon thy high places” (2 Bam. i. 19).
¢ O Jonathan, thou wast slain wpon thy high places
(v. 25), ““as though the bitterness of death and defeat
were aggravated by being, not on the broad and hostile
plain, but on their own familiar and friendly mountains.”
On the mountain next day were found by the victors the
bodies of Saul and his three sons, for they had evidently
made a stand to the last, though the mass of the fugitives
would fly down the valley to the Jordan. It was not far
for the Philistines to take the corpses to .Bsthshean, a
city still held by them, and there, with every indignity,
they exposed the decapitated bodies till they were carried
off by the men of Jabesh.

Bethshean was one of the most important places in this
part of the country, and maintained its pre-eminence for
many ages. Its natural position is very peculiar and one
of great strength, The citadel stood on a spur of lime-
stone rock, forming a singularly rounded flat-fopped hill,
in shape like the crater of some extinct volcano. This
bluff projects boldly, as if an outwork, beyond the east
end - of Gilboa, eommanding the Jordan Valley, rising
almost perpendicularly 800 feet above it and leaving
a strip of rich Juxurions plain, rather more than three
miles wide, before the river is reached. But the old eity
was not confined to the ¢ tell ’ on which its fortress stood.
The ruins extend over a surface of three miles. The spot
is not only in shape a miniature Gibraltar; it is mar-
vellously favoured by nature in other respects. No less
than four perennial streams flow through the ancient city,
dividing it into quarters. The river Jezreel, draining the
northern slopes of Gilboa, fringed with caves and shaded
by oleanders (‘“ willows by the water-courses ') washes
the northern side of the citadel hill ; another stream, fed

-
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from the eastern slopes of Gilboa, washes the south side,
and then unites with the Jezreel under the citadel to the
east. The old town extended further to the south, and
two other little streams rush down from the hills, almost
parallel to each other, through a labyrinth of Greek and
Roman ruins, and water also the modern village. The,
ruins surpass any others in Western Palestine. . There are
several noble Roman bridges over the Jezreel, two of them
still tolerably perfect; a very fine -amphitheatre, 180 feet
in diameter, with its seats, corridors, and dens for wild
beasts all entire ; a large Saracenic khan, with arches and
pavements, and columns of black basalt and white lime-
stone alternating; many Roman temples, of which more
than twenty tall columns are still standing erect, belonging
to four or five sumptuous edifiees. There is also & fine
Greek cathedral, which has been converted into a mosque,
but now is a deserted ruin, nearly roofless; and on the
crest are the ruins of the more modern citadel, built from
the ruins of older buildings, with beautiful marble eolumns,
richly-carved capitals and friezes built into its walls, now
in its turn a ruin. The startling contrast between ancient
eivilisation and modern degradation appears nowhere more
fortibly than in the wretched huts, like Hottentot kraals,
of the modern village, made of earth and. stone. ¢ How
are the mighty fallen ! ”

The view ﬁ'omthekeepofBethsheanmoneofthe
finest in the Jordan Valley, with the rich plain, and the
river winding through its centre, for the foreground ; the
ruins of Pella, on the heights opposite across the river;
the ravine of the Jabesh, with the oak forests where stood
Jabesh Gilead beyond, and then the whole range of Gilead,
Mount Ajalon, and Mount Gilead, as far as the hills of
Moab, while to the north the view extends past the road
up from the Jordan and Jezreel, where Jehu drove, till
Hermon towers in the distance, and the heights of Bashan
fill up the range between Hermon and Gilead.
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Bethshean lay in the line of the ancient road between
Damascus and Egypt. Hence the magnificent cara-
vanserai, now in ruins, which has been mentioned. It was
the road by which the Ishmaelites went down into Egypt,
when they purchased Joseph of his brethren. The road
erossed the Jordan, coming down from Damascus by way
of Gadars, at the bridge below the Sea of Galilee, then by
the plain to Bethshean ; thence it erossed the shoulder of
Gilboa at the village of Jelbon, and to En-gannim and
Dothan. ’

Beothshean, though in the territory of Issachar, was
assigned to Manasseh as a fromtier outpost. But it re-
mained Canaanite for centuries. Manasseh could not drive
them out (Judg. i. 27). The Canaanites remained to
the days of Saul, perhaps as a colony of- the Philistines ;
for when they exposed the bodies of Saul and his sons
after the battle of Gilboa, they hung up their armour as
trophies in the idol temple, called in 1 Sam. xxxi. 10,
¢ the house of Ashtoreth,”. while they fastened Saul’s head
in the temple of Dagon (1 Chron. x. 10). Bethshean was
the chief of one of Solomon's distriets, extending up the
valley (1 Kings iv. 12), but it is not again mentioned in
the Old Testament. In the Apoerypha it is called the
Bethshean, and also Scythopolis, or city of the Seythians,
the name given it by the Syrian Greeks, perhaps from &
eolony, like the Egyptian colony which now inhabits it.

Scythopolis was the chief of the ten ecities of Decapolis,
in the New Test. (Matt. iv. 28 ; Mark v. 20, and xvii. 81),.
and was the only one of that great Roman district which
lay west of Jordan. These ten cities had special privileges
and immunities granted them by the Romans, and were all.
" of great wealth. They were Scythopolis, Hippos, Gadara,
Pella, Philadelphia (or Rabbath Ammon), Gerasa, Dion,
Canatha, Damascus, and Raphana. Others omit Damascus,
and insert Abila, the head of the tetrarchy of Abilene.
Of all these cities (excluding Damascus) seven are utterly



ISSACBAR AND ESDRAELON. 223

desolate and without inhabitants, and only three, Scytho-
polis, Gadara, and Canatha, have a few wretched families,
living at Gadara in tombs, and in the others in the most
miserable of huts and eaves.

With the splendour of Scythopolis its memory has passed
away. The name of Seythopolis has long since been for-
gotten, and the old name of Bsthshean, suppressed for
centuries, alone survives in the modern Beisan, by which
the ruins and the hovels are now known.

Many places incidentally mentioned in the Old Testa-
ment must have been vary near Bethshean, though it is
difficult to identify some of them. Gath Rimmon (Josh.
xxi. 25) was a city of Manasseh assigned to the Levites.
In 1 Chron. vi. 70, Bileam is substituted, and the Septua-
gint reads Bethshan. This conld not be Bethshean, and
is doubtless identical with Ibleam (p. 218).

All the way from Bethshean to Succoth, each ¢ tell ” is
covered with ancient traces. Rehab, four miles south of
it, recals Rehob, of which name there were several places
mentioned in Joshua. It is a collection of grass-grown
mounds on a low ¢ tell” or projecting hillock. Some
identify it with the ¢ Rehob, as men come to Hamath,”
which the sples sent by Moses reached (Numb. xiii. 21).
It seems probable that the route taken by the spies lay in
this direction, but that Rehob was probably higher up, the
Beth-Rehob near Laisha or Dan (Judg. xviii. 28). There
were also other Rehobs in the territory of Asher.

‘¢ Zartanah beneath Jezreel "’ (1 Kings iv. 12), is men-
tioned as one of Solomon's commissariat districts close to
Bethshean, and would appear to be the same place as
Zarthan (1 Kings vii. 46), and perhaps also as Zererath,
one of the places past which the Midianite hordes flod
from Gideon (Judg. vii. 22). The name lingers in Ain
Zsahrah and Tulldl Zahrah, three miles west of Beisan,
indicating that Zartanah was the name of a distriot rather
than a place. See p. 192,

Q
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Beth-shittah, i.e., * the hotuse of the acacia,’”’ is men-
tioned in the same passage (Judg. vii. 22) as the first
place past which the Midianites fled. Now as we know
the battle began very near the spring of Jezreel, where
Gideon encamped, we can hardly question the identifica-
tion of Beth-shittah with Shutta, an existing village in the
marshy plain, about half-way between the spring and
Bethshean. The remains of antiquity are many grass-
covered mounds. .

They next fled to ‘ the border of Abel-Meholah,” i.e.,
¢¢ the meadow of the dance,” a place mentioned (1 Kings
iv. 12) as near Bethshean, and where Elisha resided, till
be was called by Elijah from his father’s oxen (1 Kings
xix, 16). The place remained to Jerome’s time as Abel-
mes, in the Jordan Valley, and a trace of the name may
perhaps linger in the neighbouring Wady Maleh, When
we observe that the next place to which the Midianites
fled was Tabbath, which has been most probably identified
with Tubukhat-Fahil, a bold terrace on the east side
of Jordan, on which stand the ruins of Pelia, I think
we may conjecture Abel-Meholah to be the rieh meadow
land which extends about four miles south of Béthshean,
moist and luxuriant, with the mounds of & rtined town on
& knoll above, called by the Arabs Um-el-Ashera. .

If we follow the account in Judges vii. of the flight of
the Midianites, we see that Gideon, after clearing the
Bethshean valley of the invaders, crossed the Jordan near
Succoth, while a part of the Midianites, cut off by -this
manceuvre, fled down the .west side, intending fo cross
by the lower fords near Jericho., Here they were inter-
cepted by the men of Ephraim, summoned from the
highlands by Gideon’s messengers, and * they slew Oreb
upon the rogk Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress
of Zeeb, and brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to
-Gideon on the other side Jordan "’ (v. 25). In the situation
required by the narrative, down the Jordan Valley, over-

o r——— e
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looking the broad plain north of Jericho, is a sharp. peak,
still known as Ash el Ghorab, ¢ the Raven’s, or. Oreb’s
peak.”” Two miles north-west of this is a wady and
mound, known as ‘ Tuwayl el Diab,” the Wolf’s Den;
Oreb and Zeeb being simply the Hebrew words for raven
and wolf. The Bedouin leaders to this day commonly
select as their cognomen the name of some savage or
predatory animal. As the rock and winepress of Oreb
and Zeeb were on the west side of Jordan, there is every
reason to accept this identification.

Passing now up from the Jordan Valley and Bethshean,
to the north-eastern borders of Issachar, we traverse the
rich unbroken plain which gently slopes down to the river.
There is not. a tree; but the rolling downs, with a fat
loamy soil, develope, as they slope eastward, into wadys
which convey streamlets to the Jordan. There are several
ruined villages, the grass-grown sites of which are marked
afar by a deeper green than clothes the rest of the downs.
One of these, almost the most prominent, is called
Mourusseh, about four miles north-west of Bethshean, near
the foot of one of the southern slopes of the hills which
spread out from Little Hermon (Jebel Duhy) and from the
northern watershed of this section of the plain. It would
command the passage from the plain of Jezreel to the
Jordan, and I am satisfied by careful investigation, that
this place marks the.site of Meroz, whose inhabitants
rofused to take part with Barak against Sisera. They
might have intercepted the fugitives in their flight ; hence,
therefore, the denuneiation of Deborah, ¢ Curse ye Meroz,
said the angel of the Lord, curse ye.bitterly the inhabi-
tants thereof ; because they came not to the help of the
Lord, against the mighty ” (Judg. v. 28). The curse
has been fulfilled: In the midst of the richest pasturage
of Issachar, the place has long since perished and left but
a name.

A little north of Meroz is a large inhabited village,

Q 2
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Kefrah, with many Jewish ruins, and, apparently, the
remains of a large synagogue; and on a beetling brow
overhanging the Jordan, three miles north-east of Kefrah,
are the ruins of Belvoir Castle, the finest Crusading ruins
in Palestine, but with no previous history.

The Hill of Moreh (Judg. vii 1), already mentioned,
known by travellers as ¢ Little Hermon,” and by the
natives as Jebel Duhy, though but once mentioned in
Secripture, is an important feature in the topography of the
plain. On its south slope, facing Jezreel and the Well of
Harod, the Midianites were encamped against Gideon ;
and almost the same position was taken up by the Philis-
tines before the battle of Gilboa. Itisof much less extent
than Gilboa, running for a foew miles from north-west to
south-east, and separating the central and northern
branches of the eastern part of the great plain. :

At the foot of the Mount, on the south-west corner,
stands the village of Sulem, the ancient Shunem, a town of
Issachar, twice mentioned in subsequent history, once as
the camping-place of the Philistines before the battle of
Gilboa ; but chiefly as the home of the hostess of Elisha.
This was the village where the great lady of the place
recognised the hallowed character of the wandering
Prophet, and had the chamber on the wall made for him.
Contented with her lot, dwelling among her own people,
the only thing wanting to complete her happiness was a
son. The blessing was granted. Round Sulem we may
still see those corn-fields, the richest in the country, where
the boy went out to his father to the reapers, and was
struck down by sun-stroke. 'To Carmel, right in view for
many miles, the wide plain stretches, and across it the
bereaved mother rode, and returned with the man of God
to receive back her son, thus doubly a gift from heaven
(2 Kings iv. 8—87). The distance from Shunem to
Carmel, in a straight line, is more than twenty miles,

There are no remains at Sulem, but the gardens are
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most rich, and the village flourishing, partially defended
by great cactus hedges. Shunem was also the native place
of Abishag, the beautiful wife of David in his old age;
and as Solem and Shunem are identical, there is some
reason to believe that the fair Shulamite of Cant. vi. 18,
refers to the same person.

The track from Shunem passes close under the western
bluff of little Hermon, and as the corner is turned, the
first view of Tabor is caught standing grandly forth, an
even, rounded cone, into the plain, almost isolated, with a
background of undulating forest-clad hills. Behind it
stands out the snow-white peak of Hermon, towering to the
skies. ¢ Tabor and Hermon shall rejoice in Thy name.”

As soon as we have turned the angle of the hill, looking
north, we are in the little village of Nain. Its situation is-
bleak and bare, but there are few places even in thisland of
hallowed associations more interesting than Nain. The
name is still anchanged. It stands on the slope of the
hill. A little above it, both on the east and west sides,
are many tombs hewn out of the rocks. About ten
minutes’ walk to the east of it is the principal burying-
place, still used, and probably on this very path our Lord
met the sorrowing procession (Luke vii. 11—18). A few
oblong piles of stones, and one or two small built graves
with whitened plaster, mark the unfenced spot just below
the old tombs. Nain must have been “a city’; the
ruined heaps and traces of walls prove that it was of con-
siderable extent and a walled town, and therefore with
gates, according to the Gospel narrative, though it is not
mentioned in the Old Testament. It has now shrunk into
o miserable Moslem village, i.e., & few houses of mud and
stone, with flat earth roofs and doors three feet high,
sprinkled here and there, without order, among the wreck
of former and better days. All around is bare and for-
bidding, as though it had not known the time of its
vigitation, and, therefore, its houses had been left to it
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desolate, To the west of the village, just outside the
traces of the wall, is an ancient well or cistern. Foun-
taing never change, and the existence of this one is,
doubtless, the cause of the place remaining partially in-
habited., :

About two and a-half miles farther north-east, still on
the slope of the hill, is Endir, the ancient Endor, within
the territory of Issachar, but assigned to Manasseh
(Josh. xvii. 11), “ The spring of Dor,” from which the
place takes its name, trickles from a natural cave just
above the village, and is unfailing, though small. Endor
was long renowned as one of the places marked in the
defeat of the Canaanites by Barak, where some of their chiefs
were slain: ¢ Who perished at Endor” (Ps. Ixxxiii. 10),
But it is chiefly known as the scene of Saul’s interview
with the witch the night before the fatal rout of Gilboa,
when the king walked over the shoulder of the Mount from
the spring of Jezreel, a distance of eight or nine miles, to
consult her (1 Sam. xxviii. 7—25). The place has a
strange, weird-like aspect—a miserable village without a
tree or shrub to relieve the squalor of its decaying heaps.
It is full of caves, and the mud-built hovels are stuck on
to the sides of the rocks in clusters, and are, for the most
part, a mere enlargement or continuation' of the cavern
behind, which forms the larger part of this humsan den.
There are many caves around, with crumbling heaps
at their mouths, the remains of ‘what were once other
habitations. ’

Abez is named (Josh. xix. 20) as a town of Issachar in
this neighbourhood. The name is possibly & corruption of
Thebez, and.seems marked by Bir Tebes, little more than a
mile north-west of Nain, where, as the name implies, there
js.still & well.

Hence we proceed north for three miles across the plain
towards Nazareth, and at the foot.of the hills reach the
village of Iksil, identified with. Chisloth-Tabor (Josh.
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xix. 12), which was in the border of Issachar and Zebulun,
and seems to be the same as the Chesulloth (Josh. xix. 20),
in the territory of Issachar. Josephus calls it Xaloth,
whence the modern Iksal. It is the place given next after
Daberath, and ocan scarcely, therefore, be fixed in any
other spot. There are some ruins of considerable import-
ance here, an old square fortress with strong vaulted
chambers and halls quite perfect, sarcophagi, and what is
apparently an old Roman altar of black basalt.

Turning to the east, along the boundary of Issachar and
Zebulun, by the edge of the plain, in about four miles we
reach Duburieh, the ancient Daberath, a border city of
Issachar, assigned to the Levites (Josh. xix. 12; xxi. 28).
It is now a small but, comparatively, thriving village, with
several Protestant families, the fruits of the English
Chureh Mission.

Daberath rises at the foot of Mount Tabor, now Jebel
et Tir, which was shared between the two tribes, one of
the most striking and celebrated mountains of the Holy
Land. It is not lofty, only 1,400 feet above the plain,
which here is 500 feet above the sea; but its peculiarly
isolated position, standing out into the plain completely
severed from the bank of Galilean hills behind it, its
remarkable symmetry of form and graceful outline, its
wooded slopes, in & land where timber is so scarce, its
shaded leafy glades, have won for it universal admiration,
‘“As Tabor is among the mountains, and as Carmel by
the sea” (Jer. xlvi. 18). ¢ The north and the south,
Thou hast created them ; Tabor and Hermon sha.ll rejoice
in Thy name " (Ps. lxxxlx 12).

The ascent to the top of Tabor is not difficult, and on
its summit is a flattened platform, strewn with ruins of
considerable importance, but now utterly uninhabited.
There are walls, and great bevelled stones, Jewish and
Roman, and the arches and loopholes of later fortifications
built by the Crusaders, who erected a strong castle here,
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as well as ehurches and a monastery. There are also
many cisterns, and generally abundance of water. The
popular belief has made this the scene of the Transfigu-
ration ; but this is very doubtful, as that wondrous event
probably took place on Mount Hermon, near Ceesarea
Philippi.

The view from the summit gives the best idea of this
part of Palestine. All the Plain of Esdraelon is spread
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like a map before us, from the Mediterranean past the
ridge of Carmel, a vast expanse of green, to Jebel Duhy,
with Nain and Endor in front and Mount Gilboa peering
out behind them ; then the slope down to the Valley of
the Jordan by Bethshean, and the river for many miles
up, till the eye rests on the Sea of Galilee, the south part
of which is shut out from view, and the dark walls of the
mountains of Gilead stretching far away. To the north
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the Horns of Hattin stand out over the hidden plaip of
Gennesareth, and beyond is the high table-land of
Bashan, as far as the rugged Hauran, while over Hattin
towers the snowy peak of Hermon, and to the north-east
the southern roots of Lebanon stretch to the sea.

Tabor is supposed to be alluded to in the prophetic.
blessing by Moses of the two tribes. ‘¢ They shall call the
people unto the mountain, there they shall offer sacrifices
of righteousness” (Deut. xxxiii. 19), and it has been
conjectured that this was a sanctuary of the Northern
tribes. It appears afterwards to have been devoted to
idolatrous rites, ¢ Judgment is toward you, because ye
have been a snare on Mizpeh, and a net spread upon
Tabor” (Hos. v. 1). Whether it were a centre of wor-

ship, however, or not, it was a rallying-place in military .

operations, Here Barak, at the command of Deborah,
mustered the warriors of Zebulun and Naphtali (Judg.
v. 6). Here Zeba and Zalmunna, the Midianite chiefs,
slew the brethren of Gideon (Judg. viii. 18). Tabor is not
mentioned in the New Testament, but was a fortress of
importance. It was held by Antiochus in the wass of the
Maceabees, and in the Roman times was strengthened by
Josephus. .

Shahazimah (Josh xix. 22), and Beth-shemesh (id.) are
given as two other frontier towns between Tabor and the
Jordan ; but the names do not appear to have been pre-
served among the numerous ruined sites in the Wady
Bireh, where they must have stood. Shikon, only men-
tioned in the list of Joshua, may probably be represented
by Schi'in, & small village near Deburiyeh.

Haphraim, mentioned in the list next to Shunem, is
probably represented by the little village of el-Afuleh, two
miles west of Shunem, in the plain, which, in the Arabic, is
much closer to the Hebrew name than in the English transla-
tion. It is not noticed again in history. Rabbith may, per-
haps, be identified with the modern Arrabeh, in the plain.

——— ——
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Of Anaharath, and Kishion, the latter a town given to
the Gershonite Levites (Josh. xix. 20), nothing whatever
is known. Kishon (ch. xxi. 28), is the same as Kishion,
and in 1 Chron. vi. 72, Kedesh is substituted for it. This
was possibly the Kedesh named along with Megiddo and
Jokneam of Carmel, as places whose kings were slain by
Joshua (ch. xii. 22), of which all traces are lost. The
name of Kishon, however, remains in & low mound, with a
well by it, indicating an ancient place on the plain of Acre,
about six miles south-west of that port, and still called
Tell Kison.

The last two towns given in the catalogue of Issachar,
and, therefore, probably, on its western boundary, are
En-Haddah and Beth-Pazzoz, both of which are lost,
unless the former be represented by Ain-Haud, about two
miles from the sea, north-west of Carmel. This, however,
seems rather beyond the boundary of Issachar.

LAKE OF GALILEE, FROM THE WESTERN HILLS,




286

CHAPTER X.

'UPPER GALILEE.—ZEBULUN.

.

Upper Galilee —Boundaries of Zebulun — Prophetic bleulngl ol Zebulun—
Character of its people—Natural feat of the ts in
war—Galilee—Boundaries of Gdﬂeo—ldalah—sh{mron—ﬂahalal—hphw—
Yéta—Narareth—Nagireh—Ch of the ¢ y round—Brow of the hill
—Mount of Precipitation—Fountain of N h—Head-dress of the w
—Parable of Ten Pieces of Silvexu-'rnde—l‘opnlutlon—ﬂow from above
Nazareth—Towns of Zebul Sefurieh—
Cana—Kefr Kenna—Gath- hepher— El Meshhm—Jonah's Tomb—Rﬁmmm—
Kattath—Kana el Jelil—Zebulun—Abiiin—Jiphtah—Jotapata—J efbt—Aijalon—
Jalin—Hannathon—Deir Hannah—Hattin—Beth-arbel—Irbid—Robber caves.

WaiLe the Lower Galilee of the New Testament times
corresponded pretty nearly with the old tribe of Issachar,
Upper Galilee comprised all the mountainous region north
of the Plain of Esdraelon, which was the original portion
of the tribes of Zebulon and Naphtali. The line between
Issachar and Zebulun ran along the base of the Galilean
hills which fginge the great plain to the north. Zebulun,
we are told by Josephus, stretched from the Lake of
Gennesareth, its eastern limit, as far as Mount Carmel
and the sea. The frontier between it and Naphtali seems
to have run down to the little lake, north of Tiberias,
most probably by the Wady Hamam and the south boun-
dary of the plain of Gennesareth. Immediately behind
the enclosing hills of the lake, its possessions comprised
the wide plain, now called Ard el Buttauf, the richest part
of the country next to Esdraelon.

The expression in the prophetic blessing of Deut.
xxxiii, 18, ¢ Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out,” is ex-
plained>to mean the possession of the outlet * going
out” of the Plain of Acre; and as we know (Josh.
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xxi. 84 ; xix. 11) that Jokneam by Carmel, or the river
which is before Jokneam (Caimon), was on the south-
western limits, we find the frontier brought definitely not
many miles from the sea. This accords with the pro-
phetic blessing of Jacob: ¢ Zebulon shall dwell at the
haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of ships;
and his border shall be unto Zidon™ (Gen. xlix. 18),
intimating the connection of this tribe with the trade of
the Bay of Acre, and its share in the commerce of
Phanicia. :

The same commercial tendencies of the tribe seem -
alluded to by Isaiah : *¢ The land of Zebulun and the land
of Naphtali . . . . by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan,
in Galilee of the nations " (ch. ix. 1), where ¢ the way of
the sea” is explained to refer to the then highway of
commerce, the outlet from Syria to the Mediterranean,
which was by the great road down by the west side of the
Lake of Gennesareth, and through the chief part of the
territory of Zebulun, as far as Acre and Carmel. Thus
the men of this tribe must have been brought much into
contact with the merchants of the east and of the coast.
Hence, perhaps, they attained the reputation aseribed to
them by Deborah, ¢ Out of Zebulun came they that handle
the pen of the writer” (Judg. v. 14). This handling of
the writer's pen seems to have led them to methodical and
systematio study of the military art; for among those
who came to David at Hebron were ¢ of Zebulun, such as
went forth to battle, rangers of battle, who could set the
battle in array ' (1 Chron. xii. 88). At the same time,
as we see from 1 Chron. xii. 40, Zebulun was rich in agri-
cultural produce.

Indeed, in the distriot we have defined, there is no
waste or rugged ground. The hills, though not rivalling
the fertility of the Ard el Buttauf, which was the granary
of Galilee, yet have not the barren nakedness of many of
the less wooded and watered hills of Southern Palestine.
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With some few favourable exceptions, there is a marked
contrast in the general appearance of the hills of Galilea
and those of Ephraim and Judah, This. may, indeed,
arise from the fact that the timber has not been exter-
minated in the former, as it has been in the latter ; but
aleo, these hills, approaching the southern spur of Lebanon,
seem always to have had a more copious and less pre-
carious supply of water than the more southern ranges.
The position, commereial, agricultural, and political, of
Zebulun, thus early removed it from an active share in the
events of the kingdom; and it had already acquired, in
the days of the monarchy, the epithet, ¢ Galilee of the
nations : there being a large Grentile admixture from early
times, 88 also in the New Testament epoch. Yet there
was one celebrated occasion on which Zebulun stood forth
pre-eminent ; and the share which Zebulun and Naphtali

* took in the deliverance of the whole land from the iron

rule of Jabin and his captain Sisera, render these tribes
illustrious for ever in sacred history.

As from Issachar, so from Zebulun, one judge is re-
corded to have sprung—Elon of Aijalon (Judg. xi. 12), of
whom nothing further than his burial-place is recorded.
But it would appear almost beyond doubt, that Ibzan of
Bethlehem, the judge. who preceded him, was also.of this
tribe, and belonged to Bethlehem of Zebulun, not Bethle-
hem Ephratah. .

Zebulun was, with its neighbours Naphtali and Issachar
swept into captivity. by Tiglath-pileser, as is referred to by
Isaish (ix. 1; 2 Kings xv. 29, and xvii. 18). At the same
time many must have been left among the mountains ; for
we find that in the reign of Hezekiah, * a multitude of the
people, even many of Ephraim dnd Manasseh, Issachar
and Zebulun .. . . . did eat the passover’ at Jerusalem:

Baut it is rather as the central part of Galiles that the
region allotted to Zebulun has its chief interest for the
Bible stadent. The name of Galilee rarely occurs in
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the Old Testament, and then with & sighificance muneh
more limited than in the Gospels. It is first mentioned in
Joshua, . ¢ Kadesh in Galiles in Mount Naphtali” (ch. xx.
7), the word Gralilee meaning. ¢ eircle,” and seems to have
been. applied to a circuit round Kadesh. We next meet
with the name, as applied to the twenty cities which
Solomon guve to Hiram, King of Tyre, but which pleased
him not, and to which he gave the name of Cabul (i.e;
¢¢ displeasing,” in Pheenician), with a punning signification,
from Cabul in Asher, one of the border towns (1 Kings
ix. 11—18). Isaiah speaks of ¢ Galilee of the nations”
(ch. xi. 1), referring to the same district.

But the name of & small district became afterwards that
of one of the three provinces into which the land was
divided in our Lord’s time; the other two being Judsa
and Samaria. Galilee thus embraced the whole country
north of Mount Ephraim. It was divided into two parts,
Lower and Upper Galilee : ¢ Lower '’ being almost identical
with the tribe of Issachar, and Upper Galilee comprising
all Zebulun and Naphtali, the district in which our Lord’s
ministry was chiefly exercised. (alilee was separated from
Lebanon by the deep gorge of the River Leontes.

Turning to the several towns mentioned in Zebulun, or
Upper Galilee, the most ‘southern, in a westerly direction,
seems to have been Idalak (Josh. xix. 15), which has been
identified eonjecturally with either Tell esh Shummam, or
Tell Thureh, two mounds of ruins projecting out into the
plain, not far from Jokneam of Carmel, which we know
was the south-western frontier of the tribe. '
" Shimron, the next place named, was one of the cities
whose Canaanitish king joined Jabin against Joshua. It
is now Simuniyeh, a village lying between the last-named
sites and Nazareth. About a mile and a-half further on
we come to the village ‘of Mahlul, which we have the
authority of the Talmud for identifying with Nahalal, one
of the four cities of Zebulun assigned to the Merarite
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Levites (Josh xxi. 85). It is in the plain, but just under
the hills of Nazareth.

Japhia is given as the town on the border of Zebulun,
between Daberath on Tabor and Gath-Hepher. It lies
three miles east of Mahlul, and two miles south of Naza-
reth, and is still a flourishing village, with a few palm-
trees, called, with scarcely any change of spelling, Yafa.
It is not mentioned again in the Bible, but is prominently

NAZARETH, FJROM THE BAST.

mentioned by Josephus as a very large place, which he
occupied in his struggle with the Romans, and where a
terrible slaughter of Jews was made to the number of
fifteen thousand. There is here a remarkable series of
caves, of three stories, opening into each other, unlike any
others in Palestine; certainly not tombs, but probably
great storehouses for grain.

Rising over the low hills which stand behind Japhia, we
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soon descend again into what looks like a shallow basin,
opening into a winding valley, which runs -east and west ;
and in front of us, on the further edge of the basin, is
spread out the town of Nazareth, or, as it is now called,
En Nazitah. From its very position, this unwalled town
—the precious memories of which are entwined with omr
holiest thoughts, and whose name has become a household
word to the ends of the earth-—seems to covet obseurity
and seclusion. Unlike Bethlehem and the cities of Judah
and Benjamin, perched on the hill-tops ; unlike Shechem,
whose gushing fountains and perennial streams have in-
vited the earliest settlements of man, the site of Nazareth
offers mo natural advantages. Among the many smaller

_ ridges which erowd round the platform, from which rises
the mountain chain of Lebanon, several here are clustered,
forming a wide natural amphitheatre, the crest of which
rigses round the basin of Nazareth, as though to guard it
from intrusion : “enclosed by mountains as the flower is
by its leaves.”” The town olings to the hill-side, on a
steep slope at the north-west of this hollow, unknown and
unnamed in the Old Testament,—a place that had no
history till He came, who has hallowed and immortalised
it.

The rim of hills round Nazareth is generally bare,
rocky, and treeless, in this contrasting strongly with
Northern Galilee. Nazareth has been filled by monastio
inventions with holy places, such as the Virgin’s House,
and others equally unhistorieal. But there ig one special
incident of our Lord’s life at Nazareth which points to a
definite locality, and that is “* the brow of the hill whereon
their city was buill,” down which the infuriated men of
Nazareth sought to cast-headlong Him whose teaching had
offended them. This has been transferred by the monks to
the so-called ¢¢ Mount of Precipitation,” half-an-hour south-
east of the town, a site contradicted by the history. There
are several precipitous cliffs in Nazareth itself. So steep

B
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is the place .generally, that in many parts there are only
houses on one side of the street, the other being simply a
wall of rocks, whence building material has been quarried.
But while the extension of the modern town is towards
the valley, the traces of the older village are rather higher
up. There is almost & semicircle of steep cliffs, though
now concealed, for the most part, by a luxuriant growth of
prickly pear ; and in excavating the upper platform, there
have recently been found many traces of ancient buildings,
situated above the amphitheatre which forms the modern
town.

There is yet another spot at Nazareth, not mentioned in
the Sacred narrative, yet intimately connected with it, of
the identity of which there can be no doubt,—the Foun-
tain of Nazareth. About five minutes’ walk to the east of
the present town, through a pathway shaded by noble old
olive-trees, is a copious fountain, the only one for the
supply of the place. The water is conducted to it from
the hills by underground conduits, which are of great
antiquity, and the supply never fails. The structure is
modern, having been erected a few years ago, but is on the
exact site of the older one. In the little open space close
by stands the Greek Church of the Annunciation; for the
apocryphal tradition is, that the Angel’s salutation to Mary
was given as she was drawing water at this fountain.
Here, from early morning till long after evening has closed
in, the maids and matrons of Nazareth, with their little
ones trooping after them, pass to and fro, with their tall
pitchers poised on their heads or shoulders. The well
itself is the general rendezvous of the place ; for, being an
unwalled town, there is no ¢ gate of the city’’ at which to
congregate. Often and often may the infant Saviour
have passed with his mother, as the boys do now, fol-
lowing her. The path under the olive-trees, like that
from Bethany round the base of Olivet, and like Jacob’s
Well, is one of the few where we may be perfecily sure
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we are treading for the moment in His earthly foot-
steps.

There is a peculiarity in the head-dress of the women
of Nazareth and the neighbouring villages, which helps to
illustrate one of the most familiar of our Lord’s parables,

GIRL OF NAZARRTH,

that is the ¢ semadi,” or roll of coins, which every woman,

however poor, carries round her face. The silver coins,

piled one on another and strung through the centre of

each, are fixed in a sort of pad encircling the head. These

coins are the woman's private property, which the husband
R 2
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can never touch, descending from mother to danghter. It
is to them our Lord alludes in the parable of the lost
piece of silver. Poor, indeed, must she be, who had only
ten such pieces ; and piteously would she bewail the loss of
one piece of her little store. How she would light her
lamp and search her dark room—for the houses of Nazareth
have no windows to the enmer apartments—where are
stored all the goods, chattels, and implements of the
family ; and how joyously would she proclaim her good
fortune, in the evening, to her neighbours at the well!

Nazareth is now a place of much greater importance
than at any former period of its history. Though shunned
by the Jews, it has become the chief commercial centre of
Galilee, and contains a population which is now over 5,000
souls. The number of its inhabitants has been largely
recruited from the Christians of the various villages of
Esdraelon, who, harassed by perpetual marauding forays
of the Bedouin, have sought security and peace in the
town, beyond the reach of the freebooters. The trade of
the place arises chiefly from its being the mart of exchange
between the exporting merchants of Acre and Caiffa for
Europe, and the wild Bedouin sheep-masters and sheikhs,
who can ride here from the Jordan, and transact their
business, without giving the Turkish officials time to
intercept or molest them. They feel, at least, within
reach of their native deserts. There is also a Protestant
population of 700 souls; and the new English Church
on the brow of the hill—the first ever built in Galilee,
and in which the Rev. J. Zeller gathers his flock—is by
far the most conspicuous and architectural building in
Nazareth.

‘We ought not to leave the topography of Nazareth
without noticing the fine panorama from the hill behind it,
which overlooks the low ridges that shut in the basin of
Nazareth from the Plain of Esdraclon, and sweeps the
whole of the great battle-field of Israel from east to west,
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Hermon, Tabor, and Carmel are all in view. To the
east the green dome of Tabor, with Gilboa to the south
of it. In front, there is the plain across which Sisera fled
and Jehu sped; where were decided the struggles of
Gilboa and Megiddo; and whose story of battles runs
down from the inroads of Midian, through the campaigns
of Tancred and the Crusaders, till the battle of Mount
Tabor, ag it is called, fought in front of Nazareth, wreathed

NAZARETH, FROM ABOVE THE WELL,

one of his earliest laurels on the brow of Napoleon.
Before us rise the slopes, on which stand Endor and Nain.
Jezreel and Megiddo are in sight, and Carmel, pushing
into the sea which forms a glittering silver fringe for the
landscape. Turning towards the north, the irregular hilly
mass of Galilee gradually rises, till walled in by the snowy
peaks of Hermon ; and the horizon is bounded by the
mgged hills of dlstant Bashan, with many s a black crater
rising from a foreground of forest.
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Turning again from Nazareth towards the north-west,
we come upon s succession of ruined sites, some of the
two hundred and forty towns with which Galilee was
studded in the time of Josephus, but of which, as the
ancient names have not been recorded, we have no clue to
the rendering of the modern names. Yet we may often be
sure of the old unnamed town from its Arabic designation.
Thus Zebda, Jebita, Arrabeh, tell plainly of a Zebad, a
Gébatha, an Arabah, which have never been engraved on
the records of history.

About elght miles, a little to the north of west of
Nazareth, is Beitlahm, the Bethlshem of Zebulun (Josh.-
xix. 15). It is a squalid village of a score of houses in
the plain, and is not mentioned again in Scripture, except
a8 the native place and burial-place of Ibzan, the judge
who succeeded Jephthah (Judg. xii. 8, 10).

A few miles to the east of Beitlahm is the flourishing
village of Sefurieh, the mean hovels of which are built
among a number of ruins, carved sarcophagi prostrate
columns, the remains of a large Crusader-church, and a
much more ancient square fortress. It is the Sepphoris of
Josephus, the Diocasarea of the later Romans; and,
though not mentioned in Scripture, unless as Kitron (Judg.
i. 80), bears a very important part in later Jewish his-
tory. Herod Antipas made it the largest and strongest
city of Galilee; and it took precedence of Tiberias. After
the destruction of Jerusalem, it became the seat of the
Jewish Sanhedrim before it was transferred to Tiberias.
It was afterwards a Christian bishoprie. In the time of
the Crusades it was a centre for the Christian armies. At
the Fountain of Bepphoris the Crusaders mustered before
the fatal battle of Hattin; and on the same spot, a few
days after, Saladin encamped with his vietorious troops, on
his way to Acre, where the last struggle of the Crusades
was fought.

About four miles east of Sepphons, and little more than
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the same distance north of Nazareth, is the village of Kefr
Kenna, Cana of Galiles, memorable through all time as
the scene of our Lord's first miracle; where again He
met the nobleman whose son was sick at Capernaum (John
vi. 46) ; and where the Apostle Nathanael was born (ch.
xxi. 2). It is now a small village, chiefly Christian, and
contains a ruined church. But Kenna is not the only
claimant for the Cana of Galilee of the Gospels. The
other, Kana el Jelil, is considerably further to the north.
The tradition, affixing the scene to Kenna, is very old ;
and though the modern name of the other is closer to the
ancient, yet its proximity to Nazareth, and the fact of its
being on the direct road between Nazareth and Gennesareth,
seem to me to far outweigh the claims of the northern
and remote site. Of course the monks have localised the
house of the wedding, and show the water-pots. There is
a small Protestant congregation at Kemna, an offshoot of
the Church of Nazareth.

Between Sepphoris and Kenna, on the left hand in going
from Nazareth to the latter, is a little village, perched on
the top of a rocky hill, and now called El Meshhad. 1t is
the ancient Giittah-hepher, or Gath-hepher (Josh. xix. 18),
which was in the border of Zebulun, and:is celebrated as
the birthplace of Jonah the prophet (2 Kings xiv. 25).
The identification is very satisfactory. The Rabbinical
writers tell us that the Tomb of Jonah was shown at
Gath-hepher, on a hill, near Sepphoris ; and at El Mesh-
had his tomb is still shown, venerated by Moslems and
Christians alike.

No one has yet been able to point out Ittah-kazin, the
next landmark given in Zebulun ; but the following place,
Remmon-methoar (or rather Remmon, for ¢ methoar"
gimply means * which reaches to”), has left its name
in Rummaéneh, a little village on the edge of the plain
on Ard-el-Buttauf, more than three miles north-east of
Sepphoris. It has been known and mentioned by early as
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well as later travellers. It seems probable that Remmon
is the same as Dimnah, one of the cities of Zebulun
assigned to the Levites, the sons of Merari (Josh. xxi. 34),
and which is not otherwise named among the towns of the
tribe. The change of the letters d (1) and r (3) is very
easy in Hebrew. Of Kartar, the fourth Levitical .city in
the tribe, no trace has been yet discovered.

Neah, mentioned next after Remmon, must, from the

SHEF-AMAR, AN ESDRAELON VILLAGE.

position in the list, have been to the north ; but it has not
been recognised. Kattath, Kaiunith of the later Rabbis,
seems probably to be the same as Kana el Jelil, the Syriac
of which is Katna, and somewhere in the neighbourhood
of which Kattath must have stood. It may be the Kitron
of Judg. i. 30, which is said to be Sepphoris, now Seffurieh,
As we have seen that its claims to be the Cana of our
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Lord’s ministry are met by those of Kenna,- a village
near Nazareth and on the way to Tiberias, this more
remote site may very well agree with Kattath.

From Joshua (xix. 27) we find that the landmark on the
north-west, between Zebulun and Asher, was the Valley of
Jephtah-el. Thence it ran to Zebulun, considered by Van
de Velde to be the town of Abilin, on the Wady Abilin,
but lower down in its course, close to the opening on to the
Plain of Acre. The line is easily traced on the spot. The
border of Zebulun passed from Carmel, at Jokneam, to
Zebulun (Abilin), thence by the Valley of Jephtah to
Cabul, where it touched Naphtali as well as Asher.

Jephtah, though never mentioned again in the Sacred
history, claims especial notice as the Jotapata of Josephus,
and retains its old name of Jefat. It is a singular and
lonely spot. An isolated round hill, connected only on the
north by & narrow rocky ledge with the surrounding
heights, with a platform of bare rock on the top, perfo-
rated with cisterns—the sides hollowed in every direction
with caves. But there is not a stone or a trace of a
fortress—only on the neck are many hewn stones, belong-
ing to former buildings. Yet there is not a shadow of
doubt that this is the place so long defended by Josephus
against Vespasian, and it is most exactly described by the
Jewish historian. Here he resisted the Romans for forty-
eight days, but was obliged at last to surrender.

Some miles to the north of Jefat, a ruined site on. a hill
bears the name of Jalin, probably the Aijalon (Judg.

- xii. 11), where the Judge Elon of Zebulun was buried.

Pursuing an easterly course from Jefat, we come to the
village of Arrabeh, perhaps the Maralah of Josh. xix. 11,
though there is no certainty of the identification ; and the
places named next, Sarid and Dabbasheth, are undis-
covered. A little further emst, among the hills to the
north of the Plain of Buttauf, on a conical  hill, the ruins

“of a deserted site, called Deir Hannah, preserves the
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memory of Hannathon, the last place to be noted on the
northern frontier of Zebulun (Josh. xix. 14),

Hence the boundary ran down by the north of the
Plain of Buttauf and Hattin to the Lake of Galilee by
the Wady Hamam and the south of the Plain of Genne-
sareth. * On the high table-land, which intervenes between

HATTIN,

the Buttauf and the Lake, rises a conspicuous saddleback
hill, something like two horns, ealled the Horns of Hattin,
and celebrated as the scene of the fatal defeat of the
Crusaders, 5th July, 1187, by Saladin, in which the Chris-
tians were almost annihilated, and after which Jerusalem
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and the whole country fell under the Moslem yoke to
this day.

Below, on the brow of Wady Hamam, and very near the '
Plain of Gennesareth, are the rnins of Irbid, the Betharbel
of Hosea (x. 14), the capture of which by Shalmaneser was
marked by a cruel massacre of every age and sex. In
later times, the wonderful labyrinth of caves, which line
the whole of this stupendous gorge, were the stronghold of
powerful robber bands, the capture and destruction of
which were among the severest feats of Herod the Great,
who could only reach the fortresses of the freebooters by
parties of soldiers, let down in strong cages by chains from
the heights above. These storied caves still remain,
extending for more than a mile, and many of them can only
be reached by means of ropes.*

* See “ Land of Israel,” pp. 450—452.
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‘UPPER GALILEE.—NAPHTALI.—GENNESARETH TO mON.
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Sea of Galilee—Its extent—Fishery—Former popnhtlon—'rowns—cnmnereth—
Lake of Gennesareth—General view—Ziddim—Hattin—Tarichea—Rakkath
—Kerak — Hammath —Baths of Tiberias— Tiberias —Tubariyer—History—
Remains—Dalmanutha—Ain el Bareideh—G: eth— £l Ghuweir—Migdol

—Magdala—Medel—Plain—Glens—Wady Amud—Wady Leimun—4Ain Mu-
dawarah——nound Fountdn—lnhan Minyeh—Ain et Tin—Capernaum~Three
da—Ain Tab ,‘ h—Tell Hum—Ruins—Synagogue—Cho-
razin—Kerazeh—E: of the J Bethsalda—Julias— Wady Semakh
—Gergesa—Khersa—Gamala—Aphek—Fik—Hukkok—Y akut—Ramah—Safed
—Giscala—El Jish—Iron —Yarun —Beth-anath —Andtu —Horem —Hurah—
Migdal-el—Myjeidel—W aters of Merom— Huleh—Battle of Joshua and Jabin—
Edrel—Hazor—7Tell Harah—Kedesh-Naphtali—Xedes—Description—Ruins—
Synagogue—Zaanalm—Harosheth—Heleph — Beitl{f —Beth Rehob—Hunin—
Abel-Beth-Maachah—Abil—Ijon—Ay@n — Laish — Dan—7ell Kadi—Ruinsg—
Source of the Jordan—Hasbany— Wady Tetm—Ceesarea Philippi—Paneas—
Banias—Baal-Gad—Spring of Banias—Upper Source of the Jordan—The
Trausfiguration — Castle of Subeibeh —Mount Hermon — 8irion — Sion —
Shenir—Jebel Sheikh—Northern boundary—Temple on the summit—Dew of
Hermon.

ATt Hattin we are close to the Lake of Gennesareth, and
though part of its shores washed the territory of Zebulun,
yet, as its historical interest is chiefly bound up with that
portion which pertained to Naphtali, it may be well to
commence the examination of the northern part of Upper
Galilee, or Naphtali, with a survey of the sacred Lake.
The parallel ridges which shut in the Jordan Valley
here slightly expand, so as to allow for the spreading of
the waters of the river, of which the Lake is really a part.
On the west side there is a narrow margin of low-lying
land, which expands in the centre into the little Plain of
Gennesareth, about three miles square. The Lake is
about twelve and a-half miles long and six and three-
quarters wide, and is 655 feet below the level of the
Mediterranean Sea. On the east side especially the water
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is of great depth, and there the cliffs come close to its
edge, shelving almost perpendicularly for 2,000 feet below
the great plateau.or tahle-land of Bashan, which here
abruptly ends. Above the Lake these hills slope gently
down, Owing to its great depth, the climate is. almost
tropical ; the plants are different from those of Galilee, and
are, most of them, like those which fringe the Dead Sea ;
and snow and frost are unknown,

The Lake absolutely swarms with fish, and the shoals
may often be seen on the surface in dark masses, which,
as their top fins appear on the surface, look at a distance
as though a violent shower were rippling the surface for an
extent of an gcre or more. ' Yet the fishing is almost
extinet. Only two or three boats can be seen on the Lake,
and the fow fishermen on its banks either fish with a
hand-net, or a cast-net close to the edge of the shore, or
fling poisoned crumbs upon the shoals as they come within
_ reach, and then collect the dying fish by wading into the
water.

In the New Testament period there were nine cities on
its shores, besides many villages on the sides of the hills,
while. hundreds’ of boats pursued the fisheries, or ferried
passengers and merchandise across what was then the
highway from Damascus and Syria to Europe. It was
then, as we are told by Josephus, the most densely-peopled
region of Palestine. Now those shores are almost deserted.
Tiberias is the only town remaining, and it is shrunken,
decrepit, and for the most part in ruins. There are a
fow mud hovels at Magdala ; and one house, where once
was Bethsaida ; and that is all.

‘The Galilean Laks is rarely mentioned in the Old
Testament, where it is known as ¢ the Sea of Chinnereth
(Numb. xxxiv. 11), and is given as on the eastern border
of the western tribes ; and again in Josh. xi. 2 and xii. 3,
where it is called ¢ Chinneroth,” and, ch. xiii. 27, ¢ the
edge of the sea of Chinnereth.” It never recurs till we
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meet it, as the chief sceme of our Lord's ministry, in the’
Gospels. There it is called the Sea of Galilee (Matt.
iv. 18 ; Mark vii. 31; John vi. 1, &e.) ; the Sea of Tiberias
(John vi. 1, and xxi. 1); and the Laks of Gennesaret
(Luke v. 1). It is now called Bahr Tubariyeh (the Sea

TIBERIAS,

of Tiberias)—all these names being taken from places on
the western, the more inhabited side.

The first glimpse of the Sea of Galilee obtained by the
traveller from the west is very impressive. One ridge
after another, after crossing the basin, or plain, called
Ard el Hamma, is passed, and on a sudden the calm blue
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bagin, slumbering in placid sweetness beneath its encircling
wall of hills, bursts upon the view, and the hallowed
scenes of our Lord’s ministry are spread at our feet a
thousand feet below us. The northern end and the
entrance of the Jordan, as well as the river's exit at the
southern end, are 'shut off from sight by projecting pro-
montories. In front lies, at the foot of the steep hills,
a narrow plain sloping to the sea, and the city of Tiberias,
the only remaining town on its shores, enclosed by crum-
bling fortifications, with shattered but once massive round
bastions, and its walls and towers running forward into the
water. The Plain of Gennesareth is shut out, excepting
only its beach ; and along that fringe, or not far behind it,
lie what traces there remain of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and
Capernaum. Across the Lake runs the line of heights of
the country of the Gadarenes, and the scene of the feeding
of the five thonsand. On some one of the slopes beneath,
the Serinon on the Mount was delivered. Though the
Lake looks small for the theatre of such great events, yet
all the incidents seem brought together as in a diorama.
There is a calm peacefulness in the look of its western
shores, with the paths by the water’s edge, which make
them the fitting theatre for the delivery of the message of
peace and reconciliation.

None of the places which are so indelibly impressed on
the memory as the scenes of our Lord’s ministry and
miracles, occur in the Old Testament history, but had all
sprung into importance with the commereial rise of Galilee,
Yet five or six of the fenced cities of Naphtali would seem
to have been near the shores of the Lake. The first-named
in the catalogue of Joshua is Ziddim (ch. xix. 35), stated
by the Jerusalem Talmud to be the same as Kefr Chittai,
which has been gnessed, with some probability, to be the
village of Hattin, at the foot of the famous Horns of
Hattin, six miles north-west of Tiberias. The village has
several traces of antiquity in its tombs, and is, compared
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with many others, a clean and thriving place. Of Zer,
next named, we know nothing.

From the heights of Hattin we ‘‘ come .down'' to the
shores of the Lake, as our Lord came down from Nazareth
among the heights to Capernaum. Descending by the
lower end of the Lake—which we have no record of our
Lord ever having visited, probably because Tiberias, the
Baths, and Tarichsa, were all Herodian and Roman rather
than Jewish centres at that period—we find a perfectly level
plain of deep rank verdure, which receives the Jordan as it
silently cuts its way through its low .banks, and winds
away down the wide opening of the valley. Just above
the exit of the river, on the western side, are the ruins of
Tarichea, now called Kerak, and probably the Rakkath of
Joshus, since it is placed in the list of Joshua next Ham-
math, which is close to Tiberias. Kerak stands on a little
peninsula, covered with rnins, with a long Roman cause-
way, throngh the arches of which the water of the Lake
sometimes flows. Itis not mentioned further in Scripture,
but was a place of importance in the war with the Romans,
fortified by Josephus, and at length, after a stubborn
resistance, taken and destroyed by the army of Titus.
The mound is about fifty feet high, and the ditch, which
completed the isolation, was partly artificial. The soil is
full of remains, mosaic pavements, and fragments: for
Tarichea was celebrated for its pottery.

From the exit of the Jordan a narrow path leads up the
west side to Tiberias. The bold cliffs come close to the
water’s edge, and -occasionally push into the Lake, where
the road climbs a shoulder and descends again. On the
bluff is & village, with the name of Kadis, one of the many
of Galilee which recal Kadesh.

About four miles up are the Baths of Tiberias or Ham-
mam, the Hammath of Joshua. It is the same which is
given as Hammoth-Dor (Josh. xxi. 82) and Hammon
(1 Chron. vi. 76), one of the cities of Naphtali allotted to



UPPER GALILEE TO HERMON. 257

the Levites. The name was written as Ammaus by the
Greeks. For ages these baths have been famous. They
consist of four most copious springs, gushing down not
far from each other very near the Lake. The steam of the
hot water can be seen at a distance. The temperature is
144° Fahr., the waters are salt and sulphureous, and have
always been resorted to for their healing powers, especially
in rheumatism. There are modern buildings over two of the

TIBERIAS.

. springs, forming public baths; but the splendid old city
has gone. For more than a mile round, both inland on
the shore, and in the water, the ground is strewn with
ruins. Pedestals and colamns, prostrate or broken, in the
Lake; columns, marble and basalt, erect, prostrate, or
sloping, some broken, some entire ; massive walls, Roman
pavements, hewn caves in the cliffs behind, mark where

" Roman temples, costly villas, and Jewish synagogues once

8
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adorned the borders of the Lake, and formed an Orienta
Puteoli.

The ruins continue, with searcely any interruption, till
we reach Tiberigs, now the only town on the shores of the
Lake, about a mile further north—the Chinnereth of Joshua,
according to Jerome. The ruins indicate that the ancient
city extended rather to the south of the present site, and
the modern name, Tubariyeh, is identical. .It is probable
that the still earlier city of Chinnereth was a little further
north. There is no indication in the Gospel history that
our Lord ever visited Tiberias, This may be explained
by the history of the place. It was founded by Herod
Antipas, the murderer of John the Baptist, and who
frequently resided there, He named it in honour of the
Emperor Tiberius. It was here, according to some, that
the festival was held, at which the daughter of Herodias
danced before the tyrant. It is said to have been built on
the site of an ancient burial-ground, and, therefore, to
have been ceremonially unclean, and, consequently, almost
excluslvely inhabited by Gentiles.

It is remarkable that a Roman city should have subse-
quently become one of the chief Jewish holy places. In
the wars with the Romans, Tiberias bore a conspicuous
part; and after the destruction of Jerusalem, from .the
middle of the second century, it was for three hundred
years the seat of the Jewish Sanhedrim, which had settled
for a time, first at Jamnia, and then at Sepphoris. Here
the great Rabbinical commentary, the Mishna, was com-
piled, and 'also the Jerusalem Talmud and the Masorah.
It has ever since been the seat.of the Jewish Rabbinical
university. The modern Jews have a tradition that the
Messiah will rise from the Galilean Lake and land at
Tiherias, which, consequently, is one of their four sanc-
tuaries : the others being Jerusalem, Hebron, and Safed,
at which latter they say the Messiah will establish His
throne. Tiberias was taken by the Khalif Omar, after-
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wards by the Crusader Tancred, who founded a bishoprie.
Now the place is almost exclusively Moslem and Jewish,
There are a few Protestant families.

The modern town of Tiberias is sadly shattered and
ruined by earthquakes. Ifs fortifications and walls are
rent, and some of the towers overthrown. Many of them
project into the Lake, in which are still standing lines
of walls partially submerged. A large space within the
fortifications is empty and deserted, and used merely as

INSIDE TIBERIAS.

camping-ground by travellers, with a few palm-trees waving
here and there. There is a gently sloping space; about
a quarter of a mile wide, from the steep. cliffs and hills
that here recede a little from the Lake, and which is all
strewn with ruins. On the hill sides are the whited
sepulchres of many venerated Rabbis, especially of the
celebrated Maimonides,

A little to the north of Tiberias the hills again approach

8 2
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the Lake, leaving only a narrow strip of beach, along
which is & path for three and a-half miles to the Plain of
Gennesareth, while many sunken rocks and jagged peaks
and reefs may be seen above and below water when we
watch the calm clear surface of the Lake. The path
sometimes recedes into a sloping field, sometimes contracts
into a mere rugged track, which unites the slopes of
Tiberias with the fertile Gennesareth, El Ghuweir, the
central point. of the life and works of our Redeemer.
Just before emerging on this is a little open valley,
widening down from a narrow ravine in the cliffs, ealled
Ain-el-Bareideh, with a few rich corn-fields and gardens
straggling among the ruins of a village, and some large
and more ancient foundations, by several copious foun-
tains, probably identified with Dalmanutha (Mark viii. 10).
This is inferred by a comparison with Matt. xv. 89, where
weo read, ‘Jesus came into the borders of Magdala.”
Hence they must have been near together. There are a
few traces of an unwalled town.

The steep cliffs then come close down to the shore, with
a path over a low shoulder, and thence recede almost at a
right angle, leaving & wide marshy plain, at the south
corner of which is the squalid and filthy collection of
hovels, called Mejdel (Migdol or Magdala), with & erum-
bling and not very ancient watch-tower, once, perhaps,
the key of the entrance to the plain. This is all that
remains of a spot, whenee is derived a name familiar and .
loved through Christendom. Magdala is only the Greek
form of Migdol, or watch-tower, one of the many places
of the name in Palestine.

From the angle of the ridge above Magdala is a splendid
view of the Plain of Gennesareth and of the Sea of Galilee.
The soil of the plain is wonderfully rich. It is a wilder-

_ness—not, a8 in the days of Josephus, an earthly paradise ;
but it is a strikingly beautiful one. Wild flowers spring
up everywhere. Tulips, anemones, and irises, carpet the
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gtound. . The various streams are lined with deep borders
of oleanders, waving with their rosy tufts of bloom, one
sheet of pink. Thick tangles of thorn-tree every here and
there choke the straggling corn-patches, festooned with -

PLAIN OF GENNESARETH,

wreaths of gorgeous purple convolvulus. The plain is
almost a parallelogram, shut in on the north and south sides
by steep cliffs, nearly a thousand feet high, broken here
and there into terraces, but nowhere easily to be climbed.
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On the west side the hills reeede not quite so precipitously,
and streams of black basalt boulders encroach on the
plain. The shore line is gently embayed, and the beach
‘i pearly white—one mass of triturated fresh-water shells—

and edged by a fringe of the exquisitely-lovely oleander. -

At the north-west and south-west angles, tremendous
ravinés open upon the plain, That to the south, Wady
Hamam, where the cliffs rise perpendicularly twelve hundred
feet, is the ravine of the robber caves, already mentioned,
with its tiers of cavern chambers.

The glen to the north-west, the Wady Amiid, is scarcely
less striking, and in some places, from its narrowness, is
even more imposing. Both are the homes of thousands
of griffion vultures, which rejoice in the deserted caverns
and solitude. Wady Amid rises in the Jurmuk, the
highest mountain of Galilee, and in the greater part of
its course is called the Wady Leimun. Between these
two a third wady, Rubudiyeh, opens in a wider valley,
comparatively open. From each of these perennial
streams run to the Lake, fertilising the whole plain ; and
in ancient times aqueducts conveyed the waters to every
part. :
A little way to the south of the middle valley, a copions
spring bursts forth into an ancient circular fountain, about
thirty yards in diametér, Ain Mudawarah, from which a
little stream runs right across the plain to the Lake. This
I formerly believed to be the Fountain of Capernaum,
described by Josephus. But it has been since shown by
the researches of Captain Wilson that the larger and
similar Fountain of Et Tabighah, to the north of the plain,
had its waters conducted by an aqueduct, which has been
traced, right into the plain, round the projecting headland
which forms its north-eastern angle, and, therefore, the
description of Josephus will apply equally to it. No doubt
there are difficulties connected with the sight of Capernaum,
whichever of the three localities claimed for it we accept ;

S —
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but, after the recent surveys, I am not prepared to main.
tain the site of Mudawarah.

"Id the plain itsélf there are no other ruins of importance
till we reach the north-east angle ; and if Capernaum were,
a8 all writers deseribe it, in the plain, it must have been
-either "here or .at Mudawarah. steplius describes the
Round Fountain of Capernaum as watering -the plain.
But the Round Fountain need not have been quite close
1o the town ; and as Captain Wilson has shown that the
swaters of another Round Fountain, which, like Mudawarah,
also contains the fish called Coracinus, are brought by an

: aqueduct into the’ plain, the exclusive claim of Mudawarah
stands’ no longer, for the Round Fountain and the fish
Coracinus which it contained are the two points in Josephus’
account, o '

The ruins at this point arefew. There is a large ruined
Saracenic khan, some chambers of whieh are still used as
cattle-sheds. It was known seven hundred years ago
as a halting-place on the road from Damaseus, and is

" called Khan Minyeh. A few.yards lower. down, nearer
the shore, is Ain et Tin, ¢ the fountain of the fig-tree,”
bursting copiously from the rocks, and sending forth a
supply of sweet water under the shade of three fine fig-
trees, whence its name. The little stream, after a course
of about thirty yards, forms a small luxuriant marsh, .
skirted with oleanders, and choked with waving -tufts of
the beautiful tall papyrus of Egypt. The ruins, the second
.claimant for Capernaum, are to the west of it, forming a
series of mounds, but no fragments of columns or carvings

_ have been found. On the hill above are some more

distinet ruins and tombs, and just-above the khan the
aqueduct from Ain Tabighah winds round the cliff, and is
now used as a horse-path. The spot loses none of its

‘interest from the disputed identification. Whatever it be,

many times must our' Redeemer "have trodden the path by
that fountain; and often the walls below and the cliffs
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above it re-echoed the voice of Him who spake as never
man spake.

Passing north, we leave Gennesareth's plain round the
edge of a bluff which deseends to the water’s edge, wholly
interrupting any passage by the shore, and having no
beach. Descending immediately, the path leads close by
the beach, and at little more than a mile stands Ain Tabi-
ghah, usually agreed on as Bsthsaida, * the house of fish,”
and still the chief fishing-station on the Lake, the few
naked fishermen casting hand-nets into the shallow waters ;
one boat being used to supply the Tiberias market.
A few hundred yards behind on the hill is the great Round
Fountain before alluded to, and supposed by Captain Wil-
son to be the Fountain of Capernaum of Josephus. It is

- the largest spring in Galilee—half the size of that of the

Jordan at Cmsarea Philippl. It was formerly raised by
a strong octagonal reservoir some twenty feet above its
source, and thence conveyed to the plain by an aqueduct.
Neglect has long since suffered the great reservoir to be
broken through, as well as the aqueduct, of which here and
there piers may be seen. There are four other fountains,
all slightly brackish and warm. These, sending up & eloud
of steam in the still atmosphere, produce a luxuriant semi-
tropical oasis around them, but are otherwise wasted, save
that a portion of the water is collected in an aqueduet to
turn a corn-mill, the only one in working order of five,
and the solitary inhabited dwelling of Bethsaida. The
white beach gently shelves, and is admirably adapted,
with its little curved bay, for fishing-boats. The anchor-

age is good, and is partly protected by submerged

rows of stones, though there does not appear to have
been any breakwater. Rocks, however, project more
than fifty yards out at the south-west, forming a sort
of protection. The sand has just the gentle slope fitted
for the fishermen running up their boats and beaching
them.
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"Here we may safely fix the scene of the miraculous
draught of fishes and the subsequent call of Peter and
Andrew, James and John (Luke v. 1—11). Bethsaida
was coupled, in the woe denounced by our Lord, with its
sister cities Chorazin and Capernaum; and now, not only
in the desolation of their sites, but in the very dispute
about their identity, we see it has been *‘more tolerable
for Tyre and Sidon *’ in the day of their earthly judgment
than for these cities. Their names are preserved, their
sites are unquestioned, but here the names are gone, and
even the sites are disputed (Matt. xi. 21—24).

This Bethsaida, the birth-place of Andrew, Peter, and
Philip, is called Bethsaida of Galiles, to distinguish it
from the other Bethsaida, north of the Lake, on the east
side of Jordan, Bethsaida Julias.

Proceeding northward about a mile and a-half, we come
upon a little low promontory running out into the Lake,
covered with sculptured ruins and known as Tell Hum,
the third, and, I am now inclined to believe, the rightful
claimant for the site of ancient Capernaum. The most
conspicuous ruin is at the water’s edge, called the White
Synagogue, built of hard white limestone, while the district
round is strewn with blocks of black basalt. It is now
partly buried, and is nearly level with the surface, the
capitals and columns having been for the most part
carried away or burnt for lime. The excavations of the
Palestine Exploration Fund have, however, shown many
of the pedestals in their original position and many
capitals buried in the rubbish. There can be no doubt,
from the form and plan of the building, that it is a Jewish
synagogue.

Nine synagogues have been examined, all upon the
same plan—rectangular, longest porth and south, and
divided into five aisles by four rows of columns. With
" one exception, the entrances are at the south end, and are
three in number, one larger and a smaller on each side of it.
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The lintels over the doors are sculptured, sometimes with
soeven-branched candlesticks, sometimes with the Paschal
lamb, or with vine leaves and a bunch of grapes. The
capitals are various, Corinthian or Ionmie, but more gene-
rally a peculiar capital ornamentation of partly Jewish
origin. The roofs appear to have. been flat and covered
with earth. The windows, so far as they remain, were
very small.

The outside of the synagogue of Tell Hum was decorated
with pilasters, and attached to its eastern side is a later
addition, a rectangular building with three entrances on
the north and one on the seast, but without a doorway to
connect the two buildings. But the most interesting relic
here is a large bloek, once & lintel, with the pot of manna
sculptured on it. If this be Capernaum, then this must,
beyond doumbt, be the synagogue built by the Roman cen-
turion (Luke vii. 4, §), and it was within its walls that
our Lord uttered the discourse in John, chap. vi., and,
perhaps, pointing to the pot of manna carved over the
door, proclajmed, ¢ I am that bread of life. Your fathers
did eat manna in the wilderness and are dead.” It is
possible, from the Corinthian and Ionic mouldings, that
this place is a later erection of the time of the Emperor

Hadrian, and that the name Tell Hum or ¢‘hill of Hum,” °

was applied to it when it took the place of the earlier
Kefr na-Hum, or Capernaum, ¢ the village of Hum.” The
remains of the later building are probably those of the
church which we are told was built at Capernaum, and is
described, about the year A.p. 600, as a Basilica enclosing
the house of Peter. ) o

Round the synagogue and stretching for half- a - mile
from the shore, the area is cavered with:the ruined walls
of private houses and the traces of a main street. Beyond
these are some remarkable tombs above and below ground.
There are no traces of a harbour, and it could never have
been a convenient spot for fishing-boats. But at least it
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-seems tolerably certain that whether this be the Caper-
-naum of our Lord’s time or not, it is the Capernaum of
the Jews when, under Hadrian, théy were permitted to
‘return to their land. Its distance from the Round
Fountain and from the Plain of Gennesareth seems the
obstacle to a decisive admmslon of its being the city of
the Gospels.
Two and a-half miles north of Tell Hum, on the left
bank of a valley which falls into the Lake near it, are the
-ruing of Kerazeh, Chorazin. Its ruins cover as large an
extent as those of Capernaum, and are sitnated .partly in a
shallow valley partly in a rocky spur formed by a sharp
bend in Wady Kerazeh, here a wild gorge eighty foet deep,
and which lower down is called Wady Tell- Hum. The
most important ruins are a synagogue with Corinthian
capitals and sculpture, cut, not as at Tell Ham, in lime-
stone, but in the hard black basalt. Many of the dwelling-
houses are in a tolerably perfect state, the walls being in
some cases six feet high; and as they are probably the
same class of houses as that in which our Saviour dwelt, a
‘description of them may be interesting. They vary in
size, generally square, the largest about thirty feet, and
have one or two columns down the centre to support the
roof, which appears to have been flat, a8 in the modern
Arab houses. The walls are about two feet thick, built of
masonry or of loose blocks of basalt; there is a low door
in the centre of one of the walls, and each house has
windows a foot high and about six and a-half inches wide.
JIn one or two cases the houses are divided into four
cdhambers. There-are traces of the road both down to the
Lake, and also of that which connected Chorazin with
the great Damascus road. Chorazin is especially interest-
ing, as there is no reason to believe that any building
has there been ‘occupied since the fall of the Jewish
nation.
Returning to the shores of the Lake, a walk of two miles
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among rugged boulders and blocks of black basalt brings us
to the mouth of the Jordan., In a flat plain, perhaps three
miles wide, of the richest alluvial mud, the Jordan enters
the Lake, the only objeet which breaks the dead level of
the prospect being a clump of palm-trees. No oleanders
or shrubs here mark the course of the Jordan, which, turbid
and muddy, rolls rapidly through low oozy banks to the
Lake. About two miles up is the ford and the mound or
““tell” of Bethsaida Julias. On the rising ground, a
miserable wattled village, inhabited by Arabs, stands among
heaps of shapeless stones ; but all traces of sculptures have
perished, or lie below the surface. There is abundant
grass on and below the slope, and abundant space here
for the multitude to have sat down when our Lord fed the
five thousand with five loaves and two fishes * in a desert
place," probably on the hill-side to the south (Luke
ix. 10—17). By the ford opposite they crossed over from
the other side.

Bethsaida was a small village enlarged and beautified
by Philip the Tetrarch, who gave it the name of Julias in
honour of the Emperor’s daughter. Philip himself was
buried here. It is necessary to notice the distinctness of
the two Bethsaidas. Here, on the east side, our Lord fed
the five thousand (Luke ix. 10), and then sent the people
away to the other side, toward the other Bethsaida (Mark
vi. 45). And then ‘‘ He departed into & monntain (on the
east gide) to pray” (Mark vi. 46 ; John vi. 16—17); and
when even was come He was there alome. Then the
storm sprang up in the- night, while His disciples were
crossing in the boat, and was allayed when Jesus appeared,
and ‘immediately the ship was at the land whither they
went.”

Although the east side of the Lake was in Manasseh, and
not in Galilee, it may be convenient here to notice the few
places of interest on that side. The notices of this side
are very few. The high table-land of Bashan approaches
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the east shore much more closely, and breaks more
abruptly, than do the hills of Galilee on the west.

About one-third of the way from the north end, a little
stream from a deep valley enters the Lake, the Wady Semakh,
and on the south side of it, at the foot of the hills at
the beginning of the little plain, are the ruins of Gergesa,
now called Khersa, The ruins are enclosed by a wall,
but are unimportant. Here was the scene of the casting
out the legion of devils and the destruction of the herd
of swine (Matt, viii. 28), Captain Wilson thus describes
it :—* About a mile south of this, the hills, which every-
where else on the eastern side are recessed from half to
three-quarters of a mile from the water's edge, approach
within forty feet of it. They do not terminate abruptly,
but there is a steep even slope, which we would identify
with the * steep place’ down which the herd of swine ran
" violently into the sea, and so were choked.” Mr, Mac-
gregor remarks : ¢ Between Wady Semakh and Wady Fik
there are at least four distinet localities where every feature
in the Seripture account of this incident may be found in
combination. Above them are rocks with caves in them, very
suitable for tombs, and further down there is ample space
for tombs built on sloping ground, a form of sepulture far
more prevalent in Scripture times than we are apt to sup-
pose. Averdant sward is here, with bulbous roots on which
swine might feed. And on this I observed—what is an
unusual sight—a very large herd of oxen, horses, camels,
sheep, asses, and goats, all feeding together.” Gergesa was
in the district of Gadara, hence the place is called  in the
country of the Gadarenes” (Mark v. 1; Luke viii. 26).

Three miles lower down the Wady Fik enters the Lake ;
and a little way up, on the crest of the precipice which
encloses it, are the ruins of Gamala, now Kulat el Husn,
not mentioned in Seripture, but celebrated by Josephus for
its desperate resistance to the Romans. It was one of the
cities of Decapolis.
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Further up, at the head of the wady, on the great

eastern high-road to Damascus, still used, is the town of-

Fik, the ancient Aphek, ¢ which did furnish both death
and gravestones to 27,000 Syrians,”” as old Fuller quaintly
remarks. Lying as it did on the military road between
the two nations, it was a frequent battle-field (l Kings xx.
26—80; 2 Kings xiii. 17).

Returning to the hill country of Naphh.h we find its-

interest wholly confined to the Old Testament, in which
mote than twenty of its towns are named.. The southern
landmark westward of the Jordan was Azroth-Tabor
(Josh. xix. 84), of which nothing is known. It must,
from its name, have been near Mount Tabor, probably to
the north-east. Next we have Hukkok, recognised in
Yakuk, .a village six miles west of the Lake of Galiles, and
seven miles south of Safed, near one of the feeders of the
‘Wady Rubudiyeh. It is said to contain the tomb of the
Prophet Habakkuk, Five miles north-west of Hukkok we
find the name of another of the fenced cities of Naphtali
in Ain-Hazur, En-Hazor of Josh. xix. 87. There are
many Hazors in this district, to judge by the frequent
occurrence of the modern Hazar. This, however, is the

" only Ain-Hazur.

. Not less numerous here, as elsewhere, were the Ramahs
or “heights.” The Ramah of Naphtali may be traced in
a round-topped hill covered with grass-grown mounds, two
miles north-west of Ain-Hazur, and 'still preserving the
ngme of Rameh. Thé principal place in this district, and
oxle of the holy cities of the Jews, is Safed, & place which
is not named in Seripture history. It is situated on the
top of a hill, 2,775 feet high, and most conspicuous from
the neighbourhood of Gennesareth. Tradition makes it
the ¢“city set on a hill” to which our Lord pointed in
the Sermon on the Mount. It is largely inhabited by
Jews, and is 8 great seat of Rabbinical learning. Before
the great earthquake of 1887, which has made it almost &

L
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heap of ruins, theré was a Hebrew printing-press and
Imany synagogues and schools.

There is a road across Galilee from Safed to Tyre.
About two hours’ journey on this road are the ruins of
Giscala, now El Jish, the -last place in Galilee that held
out against the Romans. North of this again, the site of
Iron, another town of Naphtali, is marked by the ruins
called Yarun, among the hills.

Beth-anath, another of the fenced cities of Naphtali,
seems marked by Anita, a group of ruins on a hill five
miles west of Kedesh. It was one of the cities out of
which Naphtali could not drive the Canaanites (Judges
i. 88). - Beth-shemesh is mensioned on both occasions with
Beth-anath. No trace of the name has been yet recorded ;
but the district is full of traces of places on every hill, of
many of which I was not able, while wandering among
them, to ascertain their names. Deir-Sham, a group of
ruing a little south of Horah, may possibly preserve the
traces of Beth-shemesh. Like the others, they crown a
low hill or « tell.”

Horem, now Hurah, must not be identified with this
Horah, but is another fortified town of Naphtali, of which
nothing remains but the traces on a hill in the centre of
the country three miles west of Yarun (Iron).

Still further west, the frontier of the tribe is marked by
Migdal-el, *the tower of God,” Mujeidel, as it is now
called. The ruins are at ‘the head of a valley, Wady
Kerkerah (perhaps Kartan or Kirjathain, a Levitical city
in Naphtali), ranning down to the sea (Josh. xxi. 82).

Most of the remaining cities of Naphtali seem to have
been collected on the highland plateau west of the Waters
of Merom, which has always béen fertile and well peopled,
and was the centre of the Canaanitish power in the north
before and after the conquest by Joshua. From the head
of the Lake of Galilee to the Waters of Merom, a distance

~ in a straight liné of ten miles, the course of the Jordan is
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through a rich but deserted plain, shut in, as elsewhere,
in its course by the enclosing ranges. There are many
mounds in this plain, marking the site of perished villages,
but not one inhabited, though here and there the wattled
huts of the stationary Arabs, or the black tents of the
wandering tribes, may be seen. .But the lofty platean
which faces the great swamp and little Lake of Huleh, the
Waters of Merom, on the west side, is full of ruins, many
of which recal Scripture names. The hills deseend pre-
cipitously, and the ruins are crowded near their brow.
Between their base and the Lake and swamp is a rich
eorn plain, cultivated by the people of the uplands, who
only encamp below for sowing and harvest time. Probably
its unhealthiness always prevented this plain from being
permanently inhabited.

Merom is only mentioned in the Bible (Josh. xi. 5—7)
as the scene of the great battle in which Joshua utterly
broke the power of Jabin, King of Hazor, and the confede-
rate Canaanites of the north. This battle was, in faet,
for the north, what that of Beth-horon was for the south.
It was the last combined struggle agaimst the conqueror.
All were gathered for it from Philistia to Hermon. *¢They
_"went out, they and all their hosts with them, much people,
even as the sand that is upon the sea shore for multitude,
with horses and chariots very many’ (ch. xi. 4). It must
have been in the low plain, west of the Lake, that the
army of Israel fell suddenly upon them, ronted them
utterly, and chased them westwards over the hills to Great
Zidon and eastward, or rather north-east, up the Jordan
Valley to the Plain (bikah) of Mizpeh or Coele Syria, still
called by the same name ¢ Bukaa.” - Their horses were
houghed and their chariots burnt. This was the first time
that we read of chariots and horses in these wars; and
the result of the victory was to give the four northern
tribes possession of their inheritance. .

The open water of Merom is very small in extent, merely
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a trigngle, with its apex at the exit of the river, and barely
four miles each way. But the impenetrable morass at the
head of it is of much greater size, about eight miles in
length and four wide, one mass of floating papyrus and
reeds, on which it is impossible to find a footing, and
through and under which the Jordan works its way. to the
open water.

On the brow of the ridge, nearly opposite the head of
the open water, is a conical rocky hill, called Tell Khu-
raibeh, ¢ the hill of the rmin,” with some remains of
ancient buildings, assigned by topographers to Edrei, a
fenced city, named next Kedesh in the lists of Joshua.

About three miles north-west of this, and two miles
south-east of Kedesh, is an isolated hill, called Tell Harah,
with the remains of a large city of very ancient date. On
the top of the hill are the walls of the citadel, and below
a portion of the.city wall can be traced. All the buildings
are of the same character—rough courses of undressed
stones, with the interstices packed - with small stones.
Captain Wilson has convineingly argued that this is the
Hazor of Jabin, The position is one of great strength,
and overhangs the Lake ; there are numbers of large cis-
terns on the hill, and it seems to have escaped the ravages
of the Crusading period.

Kedesh- Naphtali, now Kedes, is very little o the north
of this. It is full of interesting ruins. There are fine
old tombs, double sarcophagi, placed, not in eases, but on
pedestals of massive masonry; remgins also of many
ancient buildings, but especially one very large building,
of which the eastern front and part of the other walls are
still perfect. The central doorway is richly sculptured
with wreaths, and it is supposed to have been a synagogue
of rather late date. There are also the remains of a
tolerably perfect building, square without and craciform
within.

Kedesh, when freed by Barak from foreign foes, must

T
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have comprised within its borders everything that eounld
make it a flourishing fown. Bitnated on an eastern slope,
behind it rise herbage-clad hills, where flocks and herds
pastured for the greater part of the year. The town stood
“on & knoll, where it could not easily be surprised. Just
below it gushed forth a copious spring. Then down a
gentle slope were several hundred acres of olive-groves,
and beyond them a rich alluvial plain, supplying abundance
of corn and vegetables. Below the rugged brow of the
steep ridge, it had its strip of marsh land of incom-
parable fertility. Thus they had every kind of pro-
duce at their very doors, like that long string of towns
which studded the goodly heritage of Naphtali: ¢ Batis-
fied with favour, and full with the blessing of the
Lord " (Deut. xxxiii. 28), from Chinnereth northward to
Dan.

Kedesh, f.c., ‘“holy,” was, as its name implies, an
sneient sanctuary, and it retained its eharacter after the
conquest. It was not only assigned to the Levites, but
was the city of refuge for the northern tribes (Josh. xx. 7).
But its chief historical interest is in connection with
Barak. Here the warrior-judge was born. - Hence De-
borah the prophetess sent Joshua to Mount Ephraim, and
hither she returned with him to marshal the soldiers of
Zebulun and Naphtali against Sisera. It was near Kedesh,
too, that the Oanaanite general met his tragic end at the
bands of Jael. It was taken by Tiglath-Pileser along with
Hazor (2 Kings xv. 29), and was the scene of events in
the wars of the Maccabees and the Romans.

Zaanammim or Zaanaim, in the border of Naphtali,
was the plain near Kedesh (Judg. iv. 11). By the oak, or
terebinth, of Zaanaim, Heber the Kenite had pitched his
tent when Sisera sought refuge under it. The terebinth
still grows to a great size in the upland plain east and
south of Kedesh, which, doubtless, must be identified
with Zaanaim, though the name has not yet been recovered.
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In this plain the black ients of the Bedouin, the modern
Kenites, may constantly be seen.

Harosheth of the Gentiles, in this neighbourhood, was
the residence of Sisera, and was probably, therefore, in
the low ground, in the upper part of the Plain of Jordan,
on the west side, as this position would be more suitable
for the use of chariots and horses than the highlands of
Hazor, where his master, Jabin, had his royal city. There
are many ancient sites here, bul no trace’ of the names
has been found.

Of the remaining cities in the borders of Naphtali,
Heleph has been identified with Beitlif, a ruined site, on
the edge of a ravine far west of Kedesh, and which pro-
bably formed the boundary line between Naphtali and’
Asher. Nekeb has been assigned to Hazedhi, further east,
a corruption of the later name of Nekeb, while of Adams,
Jabneel, Lakum, and Adamah—all given by Joshua—and
Janoah (2 Kings xv. 29), the traces have not yet been
discovered among the numerous unexplored and unnamed
desolate heaps which crowd this region.

. Towards the extreme north of the land of Israel was
Beth-rehob, first mentioned in Numb. xiii. 21, as the
furthest place visited by the spies: ‘“ Rehob, as men come
. to Hamath.” We also read that Laish, or Dan, was “in

the valley that lieth by Beth-rehodb” (Judg. xviii. 28). It
is spoken- of as a Syrian dependeney in the time of David
(2 Sam. x. 6—8). . From the various allusions to its posi-
tion, Beth-rehob seems, as Dr. Robinson has argued, to.
agree exactly with the modern Hunin, where there is a
fine ruined castle on the edge of the heights, where the
road descends, seven miles north of Kedesh, towards the,
valley that leads to Laish. The moat of the castle has
been hewn out of the rock, and it has beén from the
earliest times a fortress of -importance. Every kind of
- architecture may be traced here: the old Jewish bevel,
Boman arches, Saracenic and Crusading masonry, and
T2
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modern hovels over all. It stands just where the road
from the south to Hamath leads into the Buka’a or Plain
of Cosle Syria, on the way to Hamath.

. Lower down on the edge of the slopes, three miles to
the north-east, is Abil, a small village on a knoll, repre-
senting the ancient Abel-beth- Maachah, or Abel - Maim
(2 Chron. xvi. 4), & city of Naphtali, first mentioned as
the place. where Joab besieged the rebel Sheba, and which
was saved by the persuasion of a wise woman, who induced
her townsmen to deliver up the head of the traitor (2 Sam.
xx. 14—22). Being so near the frontier, Abel was an
early sufferer from the invasions of Benhadad (1 Kings
xv. 20); and was finally carried captive by Tiglath-Pileser
into Assyria (2 Kings xv. 29).

. North of Abel-beth-Maachah was I[jon, probably the.

northern. limit of the tribe, which shared the same fate at
the hands both of Syrian and Assyrian. The name is
preserved in the little plain, ealled Merj Ayiin, about seven
miles north of Abil, at the upper end of which & round
hill, covered with the remains of a strong city, and called:
Tell Dibbin, doubtless marks the site of the ancient Ijon,
in the Valley.of the Hasbany, or Upper Jordan.

Aytm is to the west of Mount Hermon. Following
down the course of the Hasbany till it descends into the
Plain of Merom, we cross the river, leaving the territory
of Naphtali, and at-the head of the plain, at the south-
west angle of the base 'of Mount Hermon, a singularly-
shaped flat-topped cirenlar mound, half-a-mile in diameter,
but only eighty feet high, bears still the name of ¢ Tell
Kadi,” ¢the Mound of the Judge,” or ¢ Dan,” the
ancient. Dan, the still more ancient Laish (Josh. xix. 47).

It is first named in Seripture when Abraham pursned
Chedorlaomer up the Jordan Valley unto Dan, and reseued
his captives (Gen. xiv. 15). It was afterwards settled by
a colony from Zidon; and in the rich plain ¢ the people
of Laish dwelt, careless, quiet, and secure,” till the
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Pheenrician colonists were suddenly surprised by the ons
slaught of the expedition of six hundred Danites in search
of a new settlement. These adventurers, unscrupulous
alike in things sacred and profane, stole the teraphim and
graven image from Micah of Mount Ephraim, on their
way, and carried off also his Levite -to officiate as their
priest in their new colony (Judg. xviii.). In this place,
the north-eastern extremity of his kingdom, Jeroboam
set up one of the golden ecalves, and established his
idolatrous worship, to suit the convenience of the northern
tribes, and to prevent their being tempted to make a
pilgrimage to Jerusalem (1 Kings xii. 28—88).

The name of Dan is most familiar as that of the northern
border city. ‘From Dan even to Beersheba” became a
common proverb for the whole extent of the land from
north to-south, Dan is only once specially mentioned after
its conquest, and that is when it was taken and pillaged by
Benhadad (1 Kings xv. 20). The capture of Laish, and
the settlement of a southern tribe so far north, was a fal-
filment of the prophecy, ‘¢ Dan is a lion’s whelp : he shall
leap from Bashan "’ (Deut. xxxiii. 22).

On the higher part of the monnd to the south, ruined
foundations can still be traced, where tradition places the
temple of the Golden Calf. Nature’s gifts are here poured
forth in lavish profusion, but man has deserted it. Yet
it would be difficult to find & more lovely situation than
where ‘¢ the men of Laish dwelt quiet and secure—a place
where there is no want of any thing that is in the.earth ™
(Judg. xviii. 10). Here, too, is what is considered the
source of the Jordan. On the west side of the mound
an impenetrable thicket of oaks, oleanders, and reeds
entirely conceals the shapeless ruins, and beneath them
burst forth the ¢ lower springs " of Jordan, a wonderful
fountain like a large bubbling basin, the largest spring in
Syria, and said to be the largest single spring in the world,
where the drainage of the somthiern side of Hermon seems
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to have found s oollective exit. Full-grown at birth, at
once larger than the Hasbany, which it joins, the river,
here called Ledddn, perhaps from ancient Dan, dashes
through an oleander thicket.

Three miles farther on, this stream is: joined by that
from Banias (Casarea Philippi) above, and in another mile
the two unite with the Hasbany to work their way through
the morasses of Merom, and are from this point called the
Jordan. The true-source of the river, measured by distance,
is far forther to the north. The Nahr Hasbany is to the
Jordan what the Missouri is to the Mississippi, and it takes
its rise in the Wady et Teim, far away to the north of
Hermon, fed by the drainage from the northern side of the
mountain, and thence skirting its western base.

From Dan (Tell Kadi) we begin to mount the south-
western shoulders of Hermon, and, psssing through olive-
groves and woods of noble oak-trees, in five miles reach
Banias, the Cesarea Philippi of the New Testament, Baal-
Gad of the Old Testament, and Paneas of the Greeks.
The situation is magnificent, with tall limestone cliffs north
and east, rugged torrents of basalt to the south, and a
gentle wooded slope for its western front. Though its
history is-long, its remains are not remarkable, the most
perfeet being the citadel and the fine Roman bridge over
the gushing torrent of Banias, and the fablets carved in the
cliff over the fountain, or ¢ upper spring”’ of Jordan. At
the base of a cliff 100 feet high is a cave, at the mouth of
which the river starts forth, and water oozes from the
gravel on all sides to join it. This cave was the grotto of
Pan; and the sanotuary, or Greek temple, of which the
ruins strew the ground, marked the seat of the idolatrous
worship whence the name of Paneas was derived. Here
Herod the Great built a splendid temple in honour of
Augustus. Philip the Tetrarch afterwards beautified this
temple, and gave the place the name of Casarea Philippi, in
honour of Tiberius, adding his own name to distinguish it
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from Cmsarea on the coast. Everywhere around the rains
is a wild medley of cascades, mulberry-trees, fig-trees,
dashing torrents, festoons of -vines, bubbling fountains,
reeds, and the mingled musie of birds and waters.

The Roman name has been long forgotten, and the old
one still clings to the place under the form of Banias.
But there is reason to believe it had a yet older, and that
it is the ¢ Baal-Gad,” in the valley of Lebanon, ‘¢ under
Mount Hermon,” of Josh. xi. 17, xii. 6, which was the
north-western limit of the land, spoken of as Dan was in
after times ; as Hamath was the extreme north-east, and
¢t Mount Halak that goeth up to Seir” the extreme southern
limit.

But the one thing which impresses the interest of Banias
more deeply than its ruins, its scenery, history, or foun-
tain, is that into *‘the coasts of Cesarea Philippi’’ our
Redeemer came (Matt. xvi. 18; Mark viii. 27). Among
these rocks 8t. Peter confessed His divinity—that confes-
sion which was the ¢ Rock of the Church,” 8ix days at
least did He sojourn here. From hence He took the chosen
three up into that mountain of Hermon behind, and was
transfigured before them. Here was set that wondrous
seal to the resurrection of the body as well as to His God-
head. Hence He set His face for the last time to go up -
to Jerusalem, and here unfolded His eoming passion.
Perhaps it was on the open space, in the pathway that
leads up fo this mountain (the only path up from Banias),
that He healed the demoniac boy, and taught His disciples
the power of faith. )

On a bold bluff 1,000 feet above the town stands the
Castle of Bubeibeh, one of the grandest and most perfect
ruins in Syria. There is the rock-hewn fosse, the ancient
Phoonician substructure of great bevelled stones, the Roman
arches, and Crusading or Saracenic chambers and arches
over all. Some noble cisterns still econtain a large supply
of water, and several Saracenic hally and long corridors are



280 BIBLE PLACES.

quite perfect. The building is over 1,000 feet long and
200 wide, with a separate or inmer citadel. It was the
easternmost of the line of great castles which protected the
northern frontier, first Pheenician stronghblds, then Jewish
frontier fortresses, and made use of in after ages by the
successive holders of the country.

There are several retired platforms on Mount Hermon
‘behind- this, the last racess of Palestine, where the scene of
the Transfiguration may have occurred, with the dmclples
¢ apart by themselves.”

Hermon itself, although its peak was scarcely within the -
limits of the Holy Land, yet, as its southern, eastern, and
western slopes were shared by the three tribes of Dan,
Naphtali, and Manasseh, must be considered a moun-
tain of Palestine, of which it was the north-western
boundary. It is the culminating point of the anti-Lebanon
range, the watershed east of Jordan, and which, in its
prolongation, forms the mountain ranges of Bashan,
Gilead, and Moab. It towers into the region of perpetual
snow, between 9,000 and 10,000 feet above the sea, and
worthily holds the name of ¢‘ Jebel esh Sheikh,” the ckief
mountain ; not quite so lofty, indeed, as the summit of
Lebanon, but, with its isolated white-tipped cone, far
grander in appearance. Its name Hermon signifies ¢ lofty
pedk,” By the Sidonians it was called Sirion, ¢ the glit-
terer;” by the Amorites, Shkenir, ¢ the breastplate.”
¢ Which Hermon the Sidonians call Sirion, and the Amor-
ites‘eall it Shenir” (Dent. iii. 9). (See also Cant. iv. 8;
Ezek. xxvii. 5). It was also called Sion, ¢ the lofty one”
(Deut. iv. 28). ¢ As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew
that descended upon the mountains of Zion,” i.e., Sion
(Ps. exxxiii. 8).

These names are, all of them, forcible and expressive, for
Hermon was the great landmark of the whole country to
the northwards. There is Bcarcely an eminence with a
commanding prospect, from the Dead Sea northwards,
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where Hermon does not catch the eye. From the plains
of the coast, from the crests of Mount Ephraim, from the
Jordan Valley, from Gilead and the high lands of Bashan
alike, that white-crowned cone towers into the blue sky.
It seems used as an equivalent for ‘‘the north.” ¢ The
north and the south, Thou hast created them ; Tabor and
Hermon shall rejoice in Thy name ** (Ps. Ixxxix. 12).

The crest of Hermon is strewn with ruins and the
foundation of a circular temple of large hewn stones, as
well as the remains of a later temple. Both probably
belonged at different periods to the Baal-worship of Syria.
Perhaps the earlier one was overthrown by Israel, when
they held the mountain, in obedience to the command to
¢ utterly destroy all the places, wherein the nations which
ye shall possess served their gods, upon the high moun-
tains and upon the hills” (Deut. xii. 2). It was certainly
the centre spot of Syrian idolatry. The eleven remaining
temples of Baal in Syria, wherever gituated, all face
towards ‘Hermon, The mountain is, consequently, some-
times called Baal-Hermon (Judg. iii. 8 ; 1 Chron. v. 23).
St. Peter, in reference, doubtless, to the Transfignration,
calls it ¢ the holy mountain” (2 Pet. i. 18).

Hermon appears, during the flourishing period of the
Israelitish monarchy, to have been held by the eastern
portion of the tribe of Manasseh; for we read, ‘ they
increased from Bashan unto Baal-Hermon and Senir, and
unto Mount Hermon” (1 Chron. v. 28).

The expression, * the dew of Hermon,” seems to have
been proverbial, and is well explained by facts. Hermon,
unlike most other mountains, springs from its base at
once. It is more than 10,000 feet above the sunken ghor
from which it rises, and which seethes in a tropical heat.
The vapours exhaled by the sun from the vast swamps of
Huleh rise during the day to the higher regions, and, con-
gealed by the snows of the mountain, descend nightly in
most copious distillation, saturating everything on its sides.
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Wz now come to the north-western portion of Palestine,
~ that assigned to the tribe of 4sher. This is better known
a8 Phaenicia, though the two are not strietly identical.
Asher comprised a considerable tract of territory south of
Phosnicia, while the latter, at least in profane history,
includes a long strip of coast line north of the boundaries
of the Holy Land, and never extended into the hill country
behind Tyre and Sidon, where many of the towns of Asher
were situated. The chief towns of Phoenicia were Tyre
and Bidon, by the names of whiech the country is commonly
expressed in the Old Testament. The name Pheenicia
signifies in Greek ¢ the land of palm-trees.” Its native
name was Canaan, or ¢ lowlands,” as opposed to Aram, or
¢¢ highlands,” the Hebrew name of Syria. Strictly speak-
ing, Pheenicia only extended from Ras-el-Abiad, or the
Ladder of Tyre, a bold headland north of the Plain of
Acre, to the headlands which push out from Lebanon
south of Beirit; a narrow plain twenty-eight miles long
and from one to five miles wide.

Afterwards, Phoenicia was spoken of as extending far
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north of Beirit, the Berothah or Berothai of 2 Sam, viii. 8,
and Ezek. xlvii, 16, to Gebal now Jebeil, and T'ripolis, or
Tarablous, and 4rvad now Ruad. These places are men- -
tioned in Ezek. xxvil. 8—11, a8 among the dependencies
of Tyre. The name Phanicia only oocurs in the New
Testament, and no indication is there given of the boun-
daries or localities assigned to it.

. Asher does not seem to have embraced the whole of
the strip of coast line in its northern portion. Its boun-
daries are given (Josh. xix. 28, 20) as “‘unto great Zidon,”
“and to the strong city Tyre.”” At all events, it never
had these cities in actual possession; and the league of
friendship between David and Hiram, King of Tyre, con-
tinued and cemented by Solomon, would seem to indicate
that Tyre was scarcely looked upon as within the limits of
Israel. Zidon, however, clearly was within the limits of
Asher. See Judg. i. 81.

The boundaries of Asher, so far as we can trace them, -
seem to have run south of Carmel from Dor, embracing
Mount Carmel and the coast of the Plain of Acre, running
far east among the hills of Galilee, conterminous with
Zebulun and Naphtali, as far as 4hlab, or Giscala (el Jish) ;
and thence sloping north-east till it reached Kanah, north-
east of Zidon, whence it turned down to the shore. This
territory must, therefore, have been one of the richest in
the whole land, as well as more extensive than many.

At the numbering of Israel in the wilderness, Ashér was
by no means the smallest of the tribes, and it had maintained
its position in the time of David (Numb. i. 41; 1 Chron.
xii. 86). Yet the history of the tribe is obscure and
inglorious. He shared to the full the temporal blessings
promised him, and with the usual deadening results of
worldly prosperity. In his rich soil, according to the
promises of Jacob, his bread was fat, and he yielded royal
dainties (Gen. xlix. 20) in the crops of the Plain of Acre,
and- the rich olive-groves and orehards of Pheenicia.
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Moses promised, ¢ Let Asher be blessed with children §
let him be acceptable to his brethren, and let him dip his
foot in oil. Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as
thy days, so shall thy strength be’’ (Deut. xxxiii. 24, 25).
The record proves how he was blessed with children;
the olive-yards on the south-western shores of Lebanon
are, to this day, the most extensive. in the country ; and in
the foundries and copper and bronze work of Tyre and
Sidon were the iron and brass for his shoes.

The consequence of this mingling among the heathen is
soon evident in the subsequent history. First, there is
the long catalogue of cities (Judg. i. 31) from which

" Asher did not drive out the inhabitants ; but whereas, in

the case of most of the other tribes which did not gain
complete possession of their cities, we are told either
that they conld not drive them, or that they put them to
tribute ; of Asher alone we have. the significant remark,
“The Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, the in-
habitants of the land, for they did not drive them out”
(Judg. i. 82).
_ Bitter is the reproach cast on this tribe, already
denationalised and its patriotism eaten out by commetce,
in the triumphant song of Deborah, ¢ Asher continued on
the sea-shore, and abode in his creeks (or harbours)”
(Judg. v. 17), while their neighbours, for their country,
¢¢jeoparded their lives unto the death.” Asher never
supplied & judge or a ruler to Israel, and no warrior.or
hero sprang from the tribe. The only proof given that
the tribe had not become utterly absorbed in the idolatry
as well as the commerce of Tyre and Sidon, is, that divers
of Asher accepted the invitation of Hezekiah to the Pass.
over, and humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem
(2 Chron. xxx, 11).

One name only of the tribe of Asher shines out of the
general obscurity—the aged widow ¢ Anna, the daughter
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser,” who, in the very close
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of the Jewish history, ¢ departed not from the Temple,
but served God with fastings and prayers night and dsy,”
till at the age of eighty-four she was rewarded with the sight
of the infant Messiah, and ¢‘spake of Him to all them that
looked for redemption in Jerusalem " (Luke ii. 36—388).
When we come to examine the cities of this part of
Israel in detail, we find more than usual difficulty in iden-
tification, from ‘our imperfect knowledge of the way in
which the boundaries are laid down. Af all events, Asher
extended as far south as Dor; and the towns in'that
neighbourhood have already been discussed under Mount
Carmel. Between Carmel and the headlands which sepa-
rate the Plain of Pheenicia from that of Acre, was the
fairest portion of Asher’s heritage, embracing its ‘“creeks”
- (ranslated ““ breaches ™ in our Version), Acksaph or Haiffa,
already noticed, Accho and Achztb. _
Shihor Libnath (Josh. xix. 26) seems to have been near
the south limits of the tribe ; but the name has not been
traced, and it is only an ingenious guess that identifigs it
with the Nahr Namén, the river Belus of the ancients,
which drains the plain near Acre, and which is celebrated
- a8 the site of the first invention of the art of glass-making
by the Tyrians; the Hebrew name being interpreted to
mean ¢ glass-river.”
. From the very earliest times, the most important place
in the Plain of Acre has been the town of Acre itself, prac-
tically the sole access by sea to the Plain of Esdraelon
and the interior of Central Palestine. It has been called
the key of Palestine ; and it has been remarked that the
lord of Acre may, if it please him, cause a famine to be felt
even over all Syria. One only bay indents the straight
coast-line of Palestine. Carmel forms the southern horn
of the crescent, with the roadstead of Haiffa within it.
The northern horn terminates in a little tongue of land,
formerly extended by a mole to form a harbour. On this
headland stood Accho, a Pheenician town, which Asher
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never subdued (Judg. i 81), and which is never again
mentioned in the Old Testament. During the dynasty of
Alexander’s successors, the Ptolemies of Egypt, its name
was changed to Ptolemais, which it retained during the
Roman period. It is once mentioned in the New Testa-
ment as having been visited by St. Paul for a day on his
last journey to Jerusalem (Aets xxi. 7).

Afterwards the old name revived under its present form
of Akka or Acre, and it became the theatre of the most
" eventful scenes in the stirring history of the Crusades. It
was captured by King Baldwin, a.p. 1104, but surrendered
to Saladin after the battle of Hattin, o.p. 1187. In a.p.
1191 it was retaken by Richard L. of England, Philip of
France, and their allies, and in A.p. 1229 became the seat
of the kingdom of Jerusalem, and was defended success-
fully by Edward I. of England. Finally, in a.p. 1291, it
was besieged by the Sultan Khalil, at the head of 200,000
men ; the city was stormed, 60,000 Christians were either
slaughtered or sold as slaves. The Knights Templar
were butchered almost to a man. King Lusignan escaped
to Cyprus; the last effort of the Crusades was crushed,
and, in the words of Gibbon, ¢ a mournful and solitary
silence prevailed along the coast which had so long re-
sounded with the world’s debate.”

Acre belongs also to modern and to English history.
It was besieged by Napoleon in 1799, 8ir Sydney Smith
drove back, with a handful of sailors, the repeated French
assaults, and compelled the invader to raise the siege, thus
baffling his dreams of Eastern conquest. Again, in 1840,
Admiral Stopford and Sir Charles Napier bombarded ard
almost destroyed the town, and were the principal means
of the expulsion of Ibrahim Pacha from Syria, and the
restoration of the country to Turkish rule.

. There are few remains of antiquity in Acre, and nothing
but its name older than the Crusades.

Seven miles north of Acre is another old Pheenician
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port, Achzib (Josh. xix. 29), from which the Canaanites
were not expelled (Judg. i. 81), now Zib, a little hamlet
on the shore, with traces of the old port but not a fishing-
boat nor a vestige of commerce. A little stream here
falls into the sea, the Nahr Herdawil, fed from the Wady
Kurn, which rans up into a fine and rich portion of
Galilee, full of ruins, Pheenician, Greek, and Saracenie,
but scarcely yet explored. The castle of Kurn is one of
the finest in the country, and a sister fortress to Tibnin
and Subeibeh, evidently ongmally a Tynan stronghold,
from the character of its masonry.

In the interior of the plain behind Acre and Achzib, on
the edge of the hill country, we may trace several of the
old towns of Asher. Cabul, the name of which has re-
mained unchanged by a letter, is now a small village, and
is situated about eight or nine miles east by south of Acre,, .
on the edge of the Galilean hills, and no great distance
west of Jotapata or Jefat. It was a border city of Asher,
and only occurs once again in Secripture, when we read
that Solomon gave twenty cities in Galilee to Hiram, in
return for his aid in building the Temple (1 Kings ix. 11
—14). It would seem that the population was then chiefty
Gentile, or Solomon would not have transferred his own
countrymen to a foreign ruler. Hiram being dissatisfied
with them, called them Cabul, after the name of this one
of them, which signified in thmcmn, though not in
Hebrew, ¢ displeasing ” or ¢ worthless.”

A short distance east of Cabul is Mi’ar, a ruined site on
a lofty crest of a hill, which has been identified with
Neiel (Josh. xix. 27), both because of its position accord-
ing to the record between Cabul and Jefat, and from the
name, which in the Hebrew has some. affinity.

Some way north of these, in the plain at the foot of the
hills, is Amkah, the Beth-emek of Joshua. There are no
remains of great antiquity left above ground here. Beth-
dagon, the next place given, has not been recovered.
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Hebron or Abron, quite a different word in the Hebrew
from the Hebron of Judah, seems to be the same as the
Abdon afterwards given (Josh. xxi. 80) to the Levites,
and which may be recognised in Abdeh, a most interesting
group of ruins at the very north of the plain of Acre, on
the banks of the Wady Kurn, just where it opens into the
plain. I examined this place carefully, and found traces
of a very extensive town, with sculptures of the Greek
period, and a solitary column standing.out in the plain
at no great distance. It is a commanding position over-
looking Achzib.

Next to Abron is mentioned Rehob. There were two

cities of the name in Asher, besides a third identified by
Robinson with Hunin near Merom, visited by the spies,
and already referred to. Neither of these Rehobs has been
yet discovered. One of them was a Levitical city.
" From Abdeh and Zib we now climb. the headland Ras-
en-Nakura, sometimes called “ the Ladder of Tyre,” and
which, boldly pushing out into the sea, and many hundred
feet high, completely shuts out Palestine from Phcenicia.
Six miles north of it is amother bold promontory, Ras-el-
Abiad, ¢ the White Cape,” and between them a rough,
crescent-shaped plain, with many villages among the roots
of the hills ; among these is- Alma, a Christian village now
chiefly Protestant, standing on the top of the ridge, five
miles from the sea. Every hill-top near it has a name
and a ruin, some of them of walled cities; but not one is
inhabited save by tent-dwellers occasionally.  ,Alma is
conjectured by Dr..Robinson to be identical with Ummah
{Josh. xix. 80).

Just to the north of Alma one of these mounds bears
the name of Hamin, probably the Hammon of the same
passage.

Descending into the plain and proceeding eight miles
north-east to the spurs of the Galilean hills, Kanah, an

"inhabited village retired among the hills, behind the cele-
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brated Tomb of Hiram, still preserves the name of some
Kanah of Asher, unchanged. But the Kanak mentioned
by Joshua (ch. xix. 28) seems to have been further north,
nearer Zidon, where, twenty miles north of this, on the
edge of the hills, ten miles inland, but in sight of Sidon, &
village, Ain Kanah, still remains, and there are many
traces of better days, olive-presses and square cisterns,
and especially some weather-beaten and coarsely hewn
figares of men in the cliff below, standing out in bold
relief from the rock, but unaccompanied by other traces
of antiquity. They are evidently far older than any Greek
remains, and must be Pheenician._

Ramah, mentioned close to Tyre, though a heap of
ruins, still preserves its name, three miles inland from
that city.

Tyre itself, T26r of the Hebrew, Sir of the modern
Arabs, signifying ¢ rock,” is first mentioned in Seripture
among the cities of the district of Asher, ¢ the strong city
Tyre,” but does not occur again till the time of David. It
was up to this period, probably the dependent, as it was
certainly the daughter city of Zidon. It was originally a
rocky islet, separated from the mainland, on which also
stood another city, ecalled Paletyrus, or Old Tyre. The
main city continued thus insular until united to the main-
land by a mole, by Alexander the Great.

The population of ¢ the stronghold of Tyre” would
appear to have been included in the census of Joab
(2 Sam. xxiv. 7); but this was probably only the Israelite

residents, as it is certain that David was on terms of amity
with the Tyrian king, ¢ for Hiram was ever a lover of
David” (1 Kings v. 1). Indeed the first time that Tyre
prominently occurs in Scripture history, is when Hiram
sent- David cedar-trees, and carpenters and masons to
build his palace. Afterwards, as we learn from 2 Kings v.,
2 Chron. ii., he rendered still more important aid to
Solomon in building the Temple at Jerusalem, sending
U
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him not only cunning workmen—Hiram, the widow’s son of
Naphtali but & Tyrian by his father’s side, a skilled brass-
founder, with carpenters, masons, sculptors, and men
skilled in all kinds of metal work—but also supplying
woodmen to fell trees in Lebanon and send them down by
rafts to Joppa. Solomon, in return, afforded scope for an
extension of Pheenician commerce, by allowing his sailors
the use of Ezion-geber, the Israelitish port on the Red
Bea, where trade was opened to the far east (1 Kings ix.
26—28).

RUINS OF ANCIENT TYRE,

Tyre scarcely occurs again in Bible history as distinet
from Zidon, till the times of the latter prophets, when the
relations of the kingdoms had much changed (Joel iii.,
Amos i.), when we find Tyre denounced for its cruel trade
in Hebrew captives to the neighbouring nations and to the
Greeks. - After the overthrow of the kingdom of Israel by
Assyria, Shalmaneser vainly attempted the siege of Tyre,
then the chief city of Pheenicia, and blockaded it for five
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years. Thisis probably referred to by Isaiah, chap. xxiii.
It soon recovered its prosperity, until Nebuchadnezzar
again laid siege to it. . It resisted his arms for the long
space of thirteen years, during which it was blockaded by
land. As Ezekiel says (xxix. 18), ¢ Nebuchadnezzar. king
of Babylon caused hjs army to serve a great service against
Tyrus.” Yet it does not clearly appear that he actually
stormed it. The passage in Ezekiel (xxix. 18—20) would
seem rather to imply the contrary. It seems probable
that without an actnal capitulation' Tyre submitted to the
supremacy of Babylon, and thus purchased her commercial
freedom.

The 27th ohapter of Ezekiel presents a wonderful
picture of the vast trade, manufactures, and commereial
connection of Tyre, embracing every quarter of the then
known world, and every commodity which wealth and
luxury could command. Her trade extended from Persia,
and perhaps India, to Spain: her meroenaries and mechanics
were drawn alike from the three continents. Her mer-
chandize embraced all the then known metals : gold from
India; silver, iron, lead, and tin from Spain ; copper from
Cyprus; wheat and cereals, honey, oil, and balm from
Palestine ; wools from Arabia; ivory and ebony from
the far east; linen fabrics from Egypt; dyes from
Greece ; wines from Syria, and every kind 'of jewelry
from Damascus.

Tyre submitted on easy terms to the Persian superiority,
and assisted in building the second Temple, as it had the
first (Ezra iii. 7). After a practical independence of two
hundred years, Tyre alone of the Phoenician cities refused
submission to the third Greek empire, and cost Alexander
the Great a siege of seven months before he took it,
which he only accomplished by making a causeway from
the mainland. He sold 80,000 of the free' women and
children as slaves, and slaughtered its defenders. °

The Romans gave Tyre municipal -privileges, and it

u2
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continued to flourish, and escaped destruction at the
hands of the Mohammedan invaders on condition of its
submission to the conquerors. It was taken by the Cru-
saders in' A.p. 1124, and William of Tyre, the celebrated
historian and a Frenchman, became its bishop. In a.n.
1291 it surrendered to the Saracens, and has ever since
continued to decline. A century ago it had fallen 8o low,
that it contained but about ten fishermen, its only inhabi-
tants; but has lately risen to & comparatively flourishing
town of about 4,000 inhabitants. '

TYRE,

At present a desolate ridge of sand connects Tyre with
the broad plain beyond, heaped by the sea-drift upon the
canseway which Alexander made to connect the island with
the mainland. Though Tyre has risen again within a
century, yet the filth and squalor of the little towns are
unsurpassed in Syria. Scanty bazaars, about five feet
wide, wattled over at intervals with decayed sticks and
palm-leaves ; dilapidated, windowless hovels, raised among
huge fragments of polished granite and porphyry columns
prostrate in rubbish—such is modern Tyre. For half-a-
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mile the sea flows to the depth of a foot or two over flat
rocks, covered by one mass of broken columns, leaning or
prostrate, in bewildering confusion, as if pitched pell-mell
into the water. This is insular Tyre, * the waters have
covered her.” ¢ She is a place for fishermen to spread
their nets on.” The columns, blackened by the salt water,
appear to have been smooth, and not fluted, but they are
now fretted and perforated by ages of exposure to storm
and tempest. They are still quite sufficient to attest the
grandeur of the later or Roman Tyre, to which, doubtless,
they belong. . . '

The only building easily recognised is the skeleton of the
old eathedral, once the finest church in Syria, now an ufter
ruin, with a few miserable hovels plastered in its corners.
The wall of the apse, part of that at the west end, and
some massive buttresses remain, showing it to have been
200 feet long by about 140 wide. Yet of this charch
Paulinus was bishop in the days of the Constantines.
Eusebius wrote the consecration oration, still extant, for
its opening service. The celebrated historian, William of
Tyre, was its archbishop. Here was performed almost
the last religious service ever held by the Crusaders in the
Holy Land. Here moulders the dust of the great Emperor -
Frederick Barbarossa, who died at Tarsus, and whose
body was carried down the coast to Tyre, to rest beside
the bones of & yet greater man—Origen. : .

Revived and rebuilt, time after time, and age after age,
it would be vain to seek for the ruins of the Tyre of Hiram:
and Solomon. The ruins that are exhumed to-day yield
evidence that they were built of the fragments of the later
imperial city. Exeavations are made for quarrying, and
the massive foundations which are uprooted are themselves
formed largely of fragments of polished Egyptian granite
columns,

There are traces, too, of the old trade and manufactures
of Tyre, in the abundance of fragments of glass variously
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eoloured and of deposita of shells which have been crushed
for making the famous' Tyrian purple dye. Part of tire
old sea-wall remains; buat the little harbour is nearly
choked with sand on the north of the causeway. The
south harbour is entirely silted up.

There are traces of the old wells in insular Tyre, and
several are still used close to the shore on the mainland.
It is interesting to note, as an illustration of the history of

HARBOUR AND REMAINS OF ANCIENT TYRB.

Tyre, how along this coast we frequently find deep wells of
fresh water within a few feet of the sea. One of these with
ancient masonry is still used by the inhabitants of modern
Tyre, and is known as ¢ Hiram's Well.”

.The prophecies of Ezekiel seem on the spot like histories
of Tyre. Its capture by Alexander the Great exhausted
to the letter the inspired predictions: ¢I will make her
like the top of a rock ; it shall be the place for the spreading
of nets in the midst of the sea, for I have spoken it. They
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shall lay thy stones, and thy timber, and thy dust, in the
midst of the water. I will also scrape her dust from her ”
(Ezek. xxvi. 4, 5, 12). The first fulfilment may have
been complete centuries ago. Tyre may have arisen again
and again from her ruins, and may rise a fifth time. The
Pheenician power which Isaiah and Ezekiel denounced has
long since perished utterly; and, though the later Tyres
have had no connection save a geographical one, yet their
successive doom, and the wretched present, at least add
force and power to the seriptural warning.

‘We have no positive mention of our Lord ever having
actually visited Tyre. He must, Rowever, have passed
very near to it, if He did not enter it, on the occasion of
His healing the daughter of the woman of Canaan (Matt.
xv., 21, &c.). And among His hearers, previous to that
journey, were many from about Tyre and Sidon (Mark
iii; 8). These hearers were, perhaps, the foundation of the
diseiples whom Paul found here, when on his last voyage
to Jerusalem he landed at Tyre, and tarried seven days.
On his departure we read of the brethren with their whole
families escorting him to the ship, and of their farewell
prayers together on the shore (Acts xxi. 8—6).

Six miles from Tyre, among the hills, stands, in & very
perfect condition, a noble old Pheenician tomb—a massive
sarcophagus, on a solid pedestal of great hewn stones.
Local tradition assigns to it the name of ¢ Hiram’s Tomb."”
This can neither be proved nor disproved; but there it
stands in solitary desolation, commanding the sea and that
city over which Hiram ruled. A noble site for the noble
sepulchre of a Tyrian monarch !

Past Hiram’s tomb and Kanah, along the line of several
wadys, an old road may be traced leading to El Jish,
the Giscala of Josephus, quite in the interior, in the hill
country, west of the Sea of Galilee, and supposed, with
fair reason, to be the Ahlab of Judg. i. 81, a frontier town
of Asher, from which the Canaanites were not driven
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out. Hosah, the landmark of Asher, next to Tyre, is not
recovered. : :
Between four and five miles. north of Tyre, the river
Leontes or Litany, now the Kasimiyeh, enters the sea and
is crossed by a bridge. Though never mentioned in

HIRAM'S TOMB,

Seripture, it is, next to the Jordan, the largest river. in
Palestine, and its banks, in the greater part of its course,
afford the grandest scenery in Galilee. Rising in the
plain of Ceele Syria and draining the southern slopes of
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the Lebanon, it makes a rift through northern Galilee, a
stupendous gorge for the most part, pursuing a southerly
course parallel to the sea, very near the head waters of
Jordan, till nearly opposite Banias, or Cesarea Philippi,
it makes & sudden turn to the west and runs straight to
the sea.

The shore for eight miles to Burafend (Zarephath) is full
of ancient sites, with tombs and caves in the hill-sides.
One of these, Adlan, is supposed to be the ¢ Mearah ™
(i.¢., cavern) that is beside the ¢ Zidonians "’ (Josh. xiii. 4),
and which was not taken by the Israelites.

Zarephath, the Sarepta of the New Testament (Luke
iv. 26), now Surafend, occurs as the house of the widow with
whom Elijah dwelt during the latter part of the three and
a-half years of drought and famine (1 Kings xvii. 9—24).
It does not otherwise occur in the Bible. There are fow
remains, and the modern village appears to have moved
further from the shore than the original town. The old
well, still used, is within fifty yards of the sea on the
sandy shore, The insecurity of the shore during the
Middle Ages seems to have driven the inhabitants to the
hills, The remains are few, for the very stones have been
carried up the hill to build the village, out of reach of
marauding horgsemen, For a mile or more are foundations
and broken columns, There is still a khan by the sea-
side ; and the old Crusading chapel, built on the tradi-
tional site of the widow's house, is turned into a Moslem
sanctuary.

Some pretty Galilean streams, fringed with oleanders,
have to be forded between Zarephath and Zidon, the road
to which pasdes along the shore for seven miles, the Roman
pavement being often visible.

. Zidon, or Sidon,—i.e., ‘ fishery”’—now Saida, is barely
twenty miles north of Tyre, on a spur which shoots out
from a low hill a fow hundred yards into the sea. Its
memories carry us back to the world’s infancy. - It was
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the mother city of Tyre ; and Zidon (Gen. x. 15) was the
first-born of Canaan. It is twice called in Joshua ‘¢ Great
Zidon,” and appears long to have maintained its prece-
dence, though in later. times Tyre became the ruling city,
and the daughter outgrew the mother. It was manifestly
the place to which the Canaanites looked for protection, as
-we read there was no deliverer for Laish when it was
seized by the men of Dan, because ¢“it was far from
Zidon.” It is mentioned in the ¢ Iliad”’ of Homer for
the skill of its daughters in weaving sumptuous robes—
steeped probably in the world-famed Tyrian dyes. In the
¢ Odyssey,” as well as the ¢ Iliad,” the Zidonians are
renowned also for their skill as silversmiths. When Solo-
mon would build the Temple of the Lord at Jerusalem, he
sends to Hiram not only for an architect, but for skilled
artificers. ¢ There is not among us any that can skill to
hew timbers like unto the Zidonians.” Nor must we
omit-to mention the recently-discovered proof of the skill
of the Zidonians in stone as well as timber, in the marks
painted in red on the foundation-stones of the Temple plat-
form at Jerusalem, and identified as Pheenician characters.

The Pheenicians seem to have cared little for extending
their power inland; hence their peaceful relations with
Israel. Asher supplied the markets of the great cities
with. fruits and vegetables ; while, busied in commerce,
absorbed in founding colonies and equipping expeditions
for distant shores, the Pheenicians, in ordinary times, were
content to leave their neighbours to themselves. That
strange and mysterious race, now so utterly perished, seems
to have lived almost on, as well as by, the sea, content if
they could only hold secure their harbours, whether in
Western Asia, Africa, or distant Cornwall. Not even
Venice was so truly wedded to the deep.

From the time of Bolomon, Zidon is not often mentioned
in direct connection with Israel. The event connected
with it which most affected the chosen people during the
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monarchy was the marriage of Ahab with Jezebel, daughter
of Ethbaal, King of the Zidonians. . In the time of the
prophets Tyre was the leading city, and other writers
supply particulars of the struggles between the two for
supremacy. Zidon was involved in the same ruin as Israel
by the invasion of Shalmaneser. It submitted a century
later to the army of Nebuchadnezzar. Its fleets, after it
had fallen under the dominion of Persia, bore their share
in the attack upon Greece by Xerxes, and its sailors were
deemed the best of all in that vast host. But its history
after the Captivily is apart from the Bacred record, and it
never, after the Greek conquest by Alexander, regained its
former importance, though temporarily revived by the
Crusaders, and also, 250 years ago, by the Druse Emir,
Fakkr ed Deen. But its trade has since been diverted to-
the larger harbour of Beiriit; nor is it likely ever to be
revived.

It is seldom mentioned in the New Testament; yet
once our Lord visited its coasts, and probably passed
through Zidon itself on that journey when He healed the
daughter of the humble-minded woman of Canaan. His
fame had already reached Phcenicia, and probably He had
many disciples in these heathen cities (Luke vi. 17).
Local tradition makes Him to have passed through Zidon,
and performed the miracle near Zarephath, It is a very
natural tradition, whether founded on fact or not, which
has assigned our Lord’s vigit to the same village which
was blessed by the sojourn of Elijah. The negotiations
of Tyre and Sidon with Herod Agrippa I., and the visit
of St. Paul to the believers there, oomplete the New
Testament incidents connected with Zidon.

Zidon, the cradle of the wotld’s comamerce, has now
only a few fishing-boats in her harbour. The entrance
has been narrowed by s pier, built out on arches, now in
decay, at the end of which stands a massive but-crumbling
tower. Thus a harbour was formed—small, indeed, for
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the requirements of modern shipping, but larger than the
famous ports of classic Greece. Along the reef we may
yot see the traces of Zidonian skill. Large blocks of
sculptured marble, and many polished columns of colossal
size, lie strewn at the bottom of the sea, and are visible on
a calm day, perforated and honey-eombed by boring-shells.
But there yet remain on the jagged, fretted rocks the
huge stones of old arches, carved doorways, sometimes a

THE PORT OF ZIDON.

fragment of the pavemeni of the quay, immense stones
carefully fitted into the reef, upon which as a wharf weré
erected the warehouses of Zidon. The holes are still
visible where the iron stanchions of the gates and moor-
ing-rings were attached. But in many places the ses
has worn through the reef, and makes g clean breach into
the harbour. It would by this time have swept away
much more, but for the masses of huge masonry and
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broken shafts which have fallen outside, and form a
breastwork against the force of the waves. It was on
this quay that St. Paul landed, when courteously entreated
by Julius, on his way as a prisoner to Rome (Acts
xxvii. 8). :

The modern town, or Baida, is better built than many
in the East. Its chief trade is that of the coppersmith,
and its exports frunit and silk. The walls of many of the

BEIRCT,

honses are mosaics of fragments of broken but rare and
choice marbles, the débris of ancient Zidon. Beantiful
mosaic pavements are frequently to be found among the
gardens and lanes in the neighbourhood. In one thing
only does Zidon of to-day recal the past. Its luxuriant
gardens and orange-groves tell us what the whole Plain of
Pheenicia once was, with their wells everywhere, ‘ watered
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by the foot.”” Zidon is buried landwards in these gardens,
a wilderness of fruit-trees and a rank growth of vegetables
beneath their shade. About two or three miles north of
Zidon the little river Auwaly, the ancient Bostrenus, enters
the sea: a stream which, though not mentioned in the
Bible, was looked on as the northern coast limit of the
Land of Israel. The name Helbah (Judg. i. 81) seems to
linger on its banks.

A few places north of this limit are occasionally men.
tioned in Scripture. Berothah, the modern Beirfit, has -
been already referred to (p. 276). Aphek (Josh. xix. 80),
or Aphik (Judg. i. 81), seems to have been in the extreme
north of Asher, but was never occupied by that tribe. It
is said (Josh. xiii. 4) to have beén on ¢ the border of the
Amorites,” and has been identified with the Aphaca of
classic writers, celebrated for its Temple of Venus and
licentious rites, now Afka, a ruined site on the north-west
of Lebanon, beyond Beirit, with magnificent remains of the
old temple by the Fountain of 4donis, now Nahr Ibrahim,
It is a spot of strange wildness and beauty, with a stupen-
dous precipice overhanging a maze of wood and water.
The temple was destroyed by Constantine.

Hamath is repeatedly mentioned as the northern ex-
tremity of the Land of Promise, as Kadesh Barnea was its
southern. It is in the upper valley of the Orontes, far
beyond the crest of Lebanon, and is still a very important
town of 80,000 inhabitants, called Hamah. From ¢ the
entrance of Hamath ” (Numb. xxxiv. 8) was to be the
frontier, 4.e., from the pass on the watershed of the
Leontes and Orontes (see also Numb. xiii. 21 ; Josh, xiii.
5). We next read of Hamath as an independent state,
when (2 Sam. viii. 9, 10) Toi, its king, sent his son Joram
' with presents, to congratulate King David on his conquest
of Toi’s old enemy Hadadezer, King of Zobah, and pro-
bably to acknowledge David’s suzerainty. Hamath was
probably also tributary to Solomon, as included in the
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region named 1 Kings iv. 21, for we find that he built
¢¢ store-cities”” in Hamath (2 Chron. viii. 4)—like the old
¢ factories”’ of England in the Levant—colonies of Israelite
merchants, with their warehouses. At the rupture of
Israel it become again independent, but was recovered,
150 years afterwards, by Jeroboam II., King of Israel
(2 Kings xiv. 28), who dismantled it (Amos vi. 2). It
was soon afterwards taken by Bennacherib (2 Kings xviii.
84), and with this capture its connection with Bible history
ends. ‘
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CHAPTER XIII.
BASHAN,

Contrast between Eastern and Wenem Pﬂuune—Buhm—Og—Hm tribe of
Manasseh — Machir— B es of B graphical and Political
divisions of Bashan.

Golan—Gaulanitis —/aulan— Citles of Golan — Aphek —Gamala—Ashtaroth—

- Beeshterah —7Tell AshtereR—Jetur—It Jedur— Argob—Trachonitl

Lejah—Description of Argob—The “ chebel” or “ rope ”—Sixty cities—Battle
of Edrei—Havoth-Jair—Geshur—King Tolmai—Absalom—FEdrei—Adraa—
Edhr’a—~Ruins, and Giant Cities—Cyclopean buildings—Der'a— Kenath—
C ha—Kunawdt—Rephai Kiriathaim— Hauran—Auranitis—Salcah—
Sulkhad—Citadel—View from Saleah—Deserted towns—Beth-gamul—Orman
—Kerloth —KwreiyeA — Bozrah — Bostra —Bssrah—Vast Euins— Batansa—
Bathantyeh—Oak Forests—Maachathites,
IN striking contrast with the west of Palestine, with its
narrow valleys and broken ridges of hill, crowded with
towns, and their sides ribbed with terraces, stretches forth
the wide trans-Jordanic region, in actual extent far greater
than the whole inheritance of the ten tribes, if we except
the south country of Judah, yet having the most insignifi-
cant bearing on the future history of the nation. The first
conquered, these regions were the first lost, and after the
Asgyrian captivity of Israel they were never repeopled by
the chosen race, but remained in Gentile occupation.
These regions are first named in the lives of the early
Patriarchs, who traversed Bashan and Gilead in their
journeyings to and from the Land of Promise. At the
time of the Exodus they were held by two great Amorite
chieftains, Sihon and Og, the former holding southern
Gilead, the latter Bashan and northern Gilead. Shortly
after the conquest of Sihon by Moses, Og, King of Bashan,
mustered all his hosts, and was completely defeated by
Israel at Edrei, his people exterminated, and the land
x
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taken in possession long before the entrance into Canaan
(Numb. xxi. 88—85).

The whole kingdom of Og was assigned to the half-tribe
of Manasseh, the descendants of his eldest son Machir,
and thus this warlike section of a tribe became the pos-
sessors of a territory only equslled in extent by the lot of
the entire tribe of Judah (Josh. xvii. 1).

The boundaries of Basham, the northern portion of
Manasseh’s inheritance, are very olearly laid down,
although we have no catalogue of its cities, as we have of
the other tribes (Deut. iii. 8—14). It extended from the
southern slopes of Mount Hermon in the north, to Gilead
in the south—the frontier line between Bashan and the
northern Gilead of King Og being the river Hisromaz or
Sheriat-el-Mandhur, which runs due west and enters the
Jordan just below the Sea of Galilee. North of this the
country is comparatively flat, a high table-land, whence
the name Bashan, i.e., “level ;" while south of it is the
undulating and rugged country of Gilead. The Upper
Jordan and the Bea of Galilee bounded Bashan on the
west, the city of Salcah and the country of the Geshurites
and of the Maacathites, on the east.

- Bashan was further divided into four provinces, which
were in the times of the Greeks and Bomanareoogmxo&
political divisions, each of them singularly distinct in its
nataral physical characteristics : (1) Golan, the Gaulanitis
of the Romans, the Jaulan of the moderns, in the west.
Iturea, now Jedur, in the north, was not strietly in Bashan,
though at one time held by Manasseh. (2) Argod of the
Old Testament, Trachonitis of the New, the Lejah of to-
day, in the east; and (8) Hauran, the Romarn Auranitis,
the still unchanged Hauran, in the south-east; while (4),
still farther to the east, streteked the smaller Roman dis-
triet of Batanza, or Bathaniyeh, melting into the eastern
Syrian desert.

Viewed from any eommanding height, the whole country
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seems 8 boundless plain, eovered here and there with
noble pieces of forest, ‘the oaks of Bashan;’ but in
reality deeply furrowed by many a ravine which winds its
tortuous way towards the Jordan Valley. It is now, as it
ever has been, a pastoral land. The bulls of Bashan, the
wild oxen and bisons of old, have given place to tamer
herds ; but the men are still the wild nomads which the.
sons of the warlike Machir were; for it was to their tents,
not to their cities, that Joshua dismissed them, after they
had aided their brethren in the conquest of Canaan.
¢¢ Return with much riches unto your tents, and with very
much cattle” (Josh. xxii. 8). From this time it appears
no more in Bible history, except as one of the commissariat
distriets of Solomon, till we read of its being smitten by
Hazael, in the time of Jehu, when the Lord began to cut
Xsrael short (2 Kings x. 83).

- The region of Golan or Gaulanitis, the modern Jaulan,
the westarn part of Bashan, stretches from the waters of -
Merom, under Hermon, {o the Sea of Galilee. It is a vast
table-land 8,000 feet high, covered with splendid pasturage,
rising by a series of terraces from the Jordan Valley."
Along its western edge run from Hermon a series of round-
topped conical hills, looking, in the distance, like extinct
eraters, but generally covered with oak forests.

The city of Golan itself, though several times men-
tioned by Josephus, never ocours in Seripture after the
first mention of its being allotted to the Levites out of the
share of Manasseh, and being made one of the three cities
of refuge east of Jordan (Josh. xx. 8). But it must have
been of some importance, as giving its name to a provinee ;
yet no trace of it has hitherto been found, though the
village of Nawa, on the west of the distriet, with a wide
extent of ruins, proving the existence of a considerable
oity, has been guessed to be Golan.

The district has once been densely peopled. Dr. Porter
gtates that no less than 127 ruined sites are known in it,

2
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all of which, excepting eleven, are now uninhabited and
mere heaps of ruin. Very fow of these, however, can
have had a place in written history. 4phek, now Fik, still
existing, and Giamala, deserted, now Kulét-el-Husn, near
the Sea of Galilee, have been described in the account of
that lake. The only other city of this district named in
the Bible is Astaroth (Deut. i. 4, &c.), called also Beesh-
terah (i.e., Beer-Astaroth) (Josh. xxi. 27) and allotted to
the Levites of the family of Gershom, the name of which
is preserved in the ruined site crowning & hill in the south
of the Jaulan, east of Fik, ealled Tell Ashtereh.
North-east of the region of Golan lay Iturea, the
modern Jedur, only onee mentioned under the Greek
form (Luke iii. 1), ¢ Philip, tetrarch of Itursa and of the
region’ of Trachenitis.” It oceurs very early in history ;
for Jetur, the son of Ishmael, had his towns and castles
named after him (Gen. xxv. 15, 16). In after ages the
Manassites, as we learn from 1 Chron. v. 18—28, made

" war with the Hagarites or Ishmaelites, and conquered

Jetur, Nephish, and Nodab, ¢ and dwelt in their stead until
the captivity. And the children of the half-tribe of
Manasseh dwelt in the land : they inereased from Bashan
unto Badl-Hermon, and Senir, and unto Mount Hermon.”

We have thus indicated to us the exact position of Jetur
—between Bashan and Hermon, exactly coincident with
the modern Jedur. In the second century B.c., Aristobulus
King of the Jews reconquered the district. It is a table-
land - with many little conical hills: the southern portion
consisting of fine pasture plains, but the northern, nearer
Hermon, very different, looking like a stormy sea of black
molten rock suddenly arrested and petrified, which indeed
it is, being a rugged surface of lava, with deep fissures ‘in
all directions, reminding me when I visited it, in all parti-
culars, of the volcanic country of Auvergne in Central
Franee. :

There are no towns specially named in history belonging
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to Tturwa ; but Dr. Porter records thirty-eight names of
ruined sites, of which ten are utlerly deserted, and the
remaining twenty-eight each contain only a few families of
peasants, living in wretched hovels amid heaps of ruins, -
which, in their character, are very like the Cyclopean or
giant cities of Bashan, constructed of slabs of basalt,
with doors of the same material.

" Bouth-east of Iturma lies a country, the physical cha-
racter of which is almost without parallel elsewhere—the
Argob of the Old Testament, T'rachonitis of Greek and
Roman times, and now the Lejah. The nature of the
country is implied alike in the Hebrew name .4rgob, *“a
heap of stones,” the. Greek Trachonitis, ‘ stony,” and the
Arabie, Lejah, ¢ & place of refuge.” It is about twenty-
‘two miles by fifteen in extent, and sixty miles in eircum-
ference. ¢ It is wholly composed,” says Dr. Porter, ¢ of
black basalt rock, which appears to have in past ages issued
from innumerable pores in the earth in a liquid state, and
to have flowed out on every side till the plain was almost
covered. Before cooling, its surface was agitated by some
fearful tempest, or other such agency, and it was afterwards
shattered or rent by internal convulsions and vibrations.
The oup-like cavities, from which' the liquid mass was
projected, are still seen; and likewise the wavy surface a
thick liquid generally assumes which cools while flowing,
There are in many places deep fissures.and yawning gulfs,
with ragged broken edges, while in other places are jagged
heaps of rock that seem not to have been sufficiently
heated to flow, but were forced upwards by a mighty
agency, and then rent and shattered to their centre. The
rock is filled with little pits and protuberances like air-
bubbles ; it is as hard as flint, and emits a sharp metallie
sound when crushed. I did not observe any approach to
columnar or crystallised basalt.”

Another remarkable feature of Argob is the sharp boun-
dary which sepanws it from the surrounding country. It



810 BIBLE PLACES.,

is always mentioned in Beripture as the region, *¢ chebal "
(i.e., rope), of Argob, for it is encircled by & sort of rocky
shore, sweeping round it in & clearly defined circle, like
some mighty Titanic wall in ruins. On this outer boun-
dary or rope most of its towns were situated. The chebel
applied to Argob is not less apposite than mishor, ¢ plain,”
applied to Bashan; for all the surrounding plateau from
-the heights above the Jordan on the west, till the plain
melts into the vast desert eastward, is a rich down of
Tuxuriant pasturage, almost without a stone.

Forbidding and repulsive as this region seems, it was,
in the very earliest period of history, thickly peopled, and
probably for that very reason. It was an important part
of the kingdom of Og, and eontained in his time ¢ threa-
-score cities, all fenced with high walls, gates, and bars;
beside unwalled towns a great many” (Deut. iii. 4, 5).
Coming out from his strongholds, Og gave Isracl battle at
Edrei, where he was completely defeated and his people
destroyed (Numb. xxi. 88). Argob fell to the lot of Jair,
who called the small towns eollectively Havoth-Jair, i.e.,
¢ the villages of Jair” (Deut. iii. 14). He also possessed
twenty-three places in Bashan. But he took, besides,
Geshur and Aram, « with the towns of Jau‘, with Kenath
and the towns thereof, even threescore cities” (1 Chron.
ii. 28).

‘We never hear of the region again in the Old Testament,
except in 1 Kings iv. 18, where, along with the possessions
-of Jair in (ilead, Argob formed one of Solomon’s com-
-missariat distriets governed from Ramoth-Gilead. In the
Now Testament Trachonitis is only mentioned as the
tetrarchy of Philip (Luke iii. 1). After the time of the
Herods it dlsappears from history.

The Lejah is still rather thickly inhabited for such a
region, chiefly by Druses with a few Christians and some
-wild Bedouin tribes. It has been for ages what its name
implies, a refuge for outlaws of every kind and for the
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victims of Turkish oppreasion. Time after time the Turks
have been repulged in their attempts to subdue it, and even
Ibrahim Pasha was completely defeated in endeavouring to
foree its defiles.

Geshur appears to have been a little principality to the
east of Argob, north of the Maachathites, and, thongh
within the limits of Manasseh, was not conquered (Josh.
xiii. 18). It adjoined Aram, or Syria, on the north. Its
most interesting connection with Bible history is' from
David having among his wives at Hebron, Maacah,
daughter of Tolmai, King of Geshur, of whom his son
Absalom was born; and to his grandfather Absalom fled
for three years after the assassination of his brother
Amnon (2 Sam. xiii. 87), till Joab's artifice contrived his
return. The character of Absalom is in accordance with
the wild, lawless race from which his mother sprang. -

Besides Havoth-Jair, only two of the sixty great cities
of Argob are mentioned by name,—Edrei and Kenath.
Edrei only occurs as the place in front of which the great
battle was fought which gave Bashan to Israel. Yet it
continued an important city to the time of the Crusades,
but has now dwindled fo a village of fifty families.

Posted on a rocky promontory on the south-west edge
of the Lejah, Edre, or, as it is now called, Edh’ra, rises
twenty or thirty feet above the rich, wide plain of the
Hauran, which commences immediately under the rocks.
The ruins, all of black basalt, are three miles in extent,
standing out in black shattered masses. Most of the
great Greek and Roman publie buildings have crumbled
into ruins; but the low, massive giant or Cyclopean
houses, perhaps far older than these, still remain, and the
present inhabifants select their homes in them. Many of
them have Greek inseriptions over the doors. The Church
of 8t. George is still perfect, with an inseription over it,
telling that it was s heathen temple .converted into a
church a.p. 516. Of the Church of St. Elias the walls,
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but not the roof, remain, with inseriptions; and there are
other ruins, such as a cloistered quadrangle. Edrei was the
ancient episcopal city of 4draa. But the most interesting
remains are the small houses of remote antiquity, known
familiarly as those of the ¢ giant cities,” with their walls
of great blocks of basalt, closely fitted, but not in regular
courses, their stone roofs and their solid stone doors
and windows etill moving in the same sockets or ¢ cup-
and-ball ” joints on which they have turned for thousands
of years.

Extensive and important as Edrei was, there is no water
but what is caught in tanks—no wells; and the only access
is over rocks or through almost impassable defiles. The
number of cisterns is immense, as it is in all the towns of
the Lejah. In a.p. 1142, Baldwin ITI., with the Crusaders,
made an unsuccessful attempt on Edrei. In another raid
into Bashan, they took Der'a (the Adraa of Eusebius),
fifteen miles to the south-west ; but the inhabitants fled to.
these secure fastnesses.

Kenath, Canatha of the Greeks, the modern Kunawat,
i8 at the south-east extremity of the ¢ rope * of the Lejah.
All we know of it from the Bible is, that it was one of the
cities of Argob, and that Nobah of Manasseh called it after
his name (Numb. xxxii. 43). " It still retained the name of
Nobah when Gideon pursued the Midianites to the east of .
it, “ by the way of them that dwell in tents” (Judg.
viii. 11). But the persistency of names in the East has,
for more than two thousand years, at least, restored the
original name under its Greek and Arabic forms. Though
now inhabited by only a few Druse families, the ruins are
very fine and perfeet, and the inscriptions endless.
Temples and cathedrals, colossal sculptures of Ashtoreth
and Christian crosses, theatres, halls, porticoes, and hip-
podromes, all are crowded here on the edge-of the Syrian
deserts, the skeletons of a perished ecivilisation. Strangest
of all are the streets, with the Roman pavement, for the
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most part entire, but here and there broken, and showing
the vaults beneath, while the deserted houses line each
side, their roofs still entire, and the stone doors, panelled
and sculptured, still turning in their sockets.

Although no other names than Edrei and Kenath are
recorded, yet the evidence of the sixty cities of Argob is
patent. The ecities are there, and more than sixty, all
attesting their antiquity by their antique Cyclopean arehi-
fecture, with the basalt slabs for roofs: and doors. We
read of their ‘‘gates and bars.” The huge doors and
gates of stone eighteen ineches thick, and the places. for
the bars, which can still be seen, take us back to the very
time of Moses; perhaps even earlier—for, in the first
campaign recorded in history, Chedorlaomer smote. the
Rephaims in Ashteroth-karnaim (Gen. xiv. 5). Ashteroth
has already been mentioned in Gaulanitis, on the edge of
the Hauran.

The Rephaims were the aborigines of the country, and
these buildings tell of the infancy of architeecture, when
strength and security alone were regarded. Nor is it
difficult to understand how these buildings may have
stood. The black basalt is as hard as iron, and the most
durable of rocks, while the heavy stone flags of the roofs,
resting on the solid wall, bind the structure till it is almost
a8 lasting as the rock itself. The buildings, like their
names, may have come down from the days of Abraham.
Chedorlaomer smote the Eméms in the plain of Kiriathaim,
-and the houses of Kureiyeh, or Kerioth, are probably the
very work of the Emims.

In the days of the Romans these places were held to be
the work of the ancient inhabitants (M. Mareellin). This
could not have been said of any Greek or Grmco-Syrian
‘building ; and we may be' quite sure that the tent-loving
children of Manasseh were not a building race. Besides,
‘cities of some sort were there when they took the land ;
and it is more reasonable fo suppose that not the Amorites,
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‘whom they dispossessed, but even thsir predecessors, the
Rephaim, were the constructors, than to bring them down
fo a later date,

The “ plain country” of the Hauran lies south and west
of Argob. The name, which has come down unchanged
in e letter (Auranitis of the Greeks), only occurs in
Ezekiel (xlvii. 16, 18). It is -the -fairest and richest
portion of Bashan, and is the part to which the name is
most frequently applied, containing no less than 149 in-
habited, or more generally deserted, towns, the names of
‘which are known. Yet none of these, except Salcah,
Bozrah, and Kersoth (if that were in Bashan) ooceur in
Scripture ; unless we add Karkor and Jogbehah (Judg.
viii. 10, 11), which must have been in the level nomad
country east of Kenath or Nobah, where Gideon surprised
the Midianite chiefs Zeba and Zalmunna. Bat neither of
these names have yet been traced.

Here and thete a mound or tell of basalt suddenly
rises in the plain, but otherwise the country is & vast open
_Plain of surpassing fertility and luxuriant verdure in the
early spring and summer. I have ridden for miles with
the grass up to the saddle-girths, but the Arabs had not
yet arrived with their flocks and herds. Though the
towns are deserted, with very few exceptions, they are not
in ruins ; and the few I visited, like the much greater
Jnumber examined by Dr. Porter and Mr. Cyril Graham,
are nearly perfect, like those deseribed above, with the
masgive thick walls, solid roofs, and door and window-
slabs still swinging. Among them are many traces of
Greek and Syrian ocoupation, but scarcely any of the
Saracen or later times.

Salcah, now Sulkhad, seems to have been the extreme
-south-east outpost of Bashan (Deut. iii. 10 ; Josh. xiii. 11).
It is at the southern end of the Jebel Hauran, and imme-
-diately below it begins the great desert which extends to
the Euphrates. The pasture-lands of the tribe of Gad
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xeached to this point, which.was their frontier (1 Chron.
v. 11). It never occurs afterwards in Beripture history.
The city, now utterly desolate, is marvellously perfect.
It stands out with its castle, 800 feet above the city, on the
top of the cone of an extinet voleano, a landmark seen far
and widé from Gilead and Moab, and the Hauran, and all
the plain of Bashan. I saw it even from the neighbourhood
of Jerash. There are still perfeot stone-built and roofed
bouses, sufficient to accommodate three hundred or four
hundred families.- Not alone the houses of the town, but
the very fields and fences of the farms of all the country
round, are as distinet as if omnly left last year. They
chequer the whole country. Here and there are groves of
fig-trees, and terraced vines still shed their fruits on the
deserted hill-sides. The Bedouin annually visit them, for
“ the spoiler is fallen upon thy summer fruits, and apon
thy vintage. Joy and gladness is taken from the plentiful
field, and from the land of Moab ; I have caused the wine
to fail from the winepress ; none shall tread with shouting
(Jer. xlviii. 82, 88).

The ruins of the eity itself contain many remarksble
colossal sculptures; but the Greek edifices are often
crumbling or fallen, while the older Cyclopean houses ‘are
perfect. There are inseriptions not much later than the
Christian era. The Crusaders never reached Saleah,

Dr. Porter thus desoribes the view from the top of the
ccastle of Baleah : ¢ The whole plain of Moab is spread out
before us, and wherever we turn our eyes, deserted towns
and villages are seen. Bozrah is on the west, some twelve
miles distant—an old road running fowards it straight as
an arrow. The town of Beth-gamul, now Um-el-Jemal, is
faintly visible far away on the south-west. In the plain
immediately to the south are several deserted villages.
BSouth by west, about three miles off, is the high hill Abd-
el-Maaz, with a deserted town on its eastern declivity. Te
the south-east, the ancient road runs straight across the
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plain, far as the eye can see. About two hours along it,
on the summit of a hill, is a deserted town, called Malah.
.On the segment of the plain, from south to east, I counted
fourteen large villages, none of them more than twelve
miles distant, and almost all of them, so far as I could
see with a telescope, still habitable, like Sulkhad, but
entirely deserted. Not less than thirty deserted sites can
be counted from this commanding spot. Well may we
exclaim, with the Prophet, as we look over this scene of
utter desolation, ¢ Moab is confounded; for it is broken
down : howl and ory: tell ye it in Arnon, that Moab is
spoiled, and judgment is come upon the plaim-country:
upon Beth-gamul, and upon Beth-meon, and upon Kerioth,
and npon Bozrah, and upon all the cities of Moab far and
near’ (Jer. xlviil. 19—24).” -

Among other cities of the dead in this lonely wilderness,
a few miles to the east of Saleah, is Orman, the Philippolis
of ancient history, with Greek, but without Cyclopean
Temains. _

In the wilderness north of it, Mr.. Cyril Graham has
discovered innumerable rude aoulptures like the Sinaitie
inscriptions.

North-west of Saleah, half-way between it and Bozrah,
is Kureiyeh, an ancient Kertoth, formerly one ef the chief
towns of the Hauran, now with only a few families. It
may possibly be the Kerioth of Moab, in the denunciation
of Jeremiah, though there is another Kureiyat near
Heshbon ; and the pasture-lands of Moab, in its prosperity,
may have extended to the Hauran. The strange Cyclopean
houses, so often mentioned above, are here, perhaps, more
" massive and remarkable than elsewhere.

Bozrah, now Busrah, the Bostra of Greek history, must
not be confounded with the Bozrah of Edom, now el-
Busaireh, but may be the Bozrah of Moab, mentioned by
Jeremiah (xlviii. 24), as the Prophet then speaks of cities
8 far and near.’ There are only about half-a-dozen
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families in this once imposing eity, the eapital of a Roman
province. It was taken by Judas Maccabsmus (1 Maco. v.
26), afterwards by Trajan; was the birthplace of the
Roman Emperor Philip, and afterwards its archbishop had
thirty-three sees under his jurisdietion.

Its ruins, antique, Greek, Roman, Christian, and
Saracen, are most extensive and perfect. Besides the
great castle, one of the largest and strongest in Syria,
there are temples, churches, mosques, triumphal arches, a
great theatre, gateways, roads, and arcades. One Roman
road can be traced which reached to the Persian Gulf.
But it is beyond our limits to describe all the magnificent
remains of Bostra.

The other countless deserted cities of Bashan may be
passed over, as their modern names are apart from Bacred
history.

East of the Hauran is another district, Bathaniyeh, the
Batanea of Josephus, a name probably derived from
Bashan. The ¢ oaks of Bashan™ clothe the hills with
their forests in all their pristine grandeur and this is
probably the true forest of Bashan. It is scarcely ex-
.plored ; and its ruined and deserted cities are not crowded,
as though it had been always chiefly forest land, but
yet are very numerous and perfect, like those of the’
Hauran.

The Geshurites probably occupied part of it, and pretty-
certainly it was the country of the Maachathites, for
Maachah lay east of Argob (Deut. iii. 14) and east of
Bashan (Josh. xii. 5).  The only time Maachah afterwards
occurs in Seripture history is when its king helped Ammon
in the war with David. That it was a very small state is
shown by his contingent being only 1,000 men (2 Sam. x.
6; 1 Chron. xix. 7).
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CHAPTER XIV.
GILEAD,

Boundarjes of Gilead—Descriptton of the country—Rainfall-Streams—Galeed—
Jacob and Laban—Our Lord’s Journeys—Cities of Jaiar, Arbela, Amathus,
* Gadara, Um-Keis—Remains—Mizpeh-Gilead—Jabesh-Gilead—Fabes—Pella—
Tabakdt Fahil—Mahanaim—MaAseA—Jscob—Ishbosheth—David—Rogelim—
Gerasa—Jerash—J abbok—Zerka—Boundaries of Gad—Character and History
of Gad —Captivity— Elijah —Tishbi — Suoccoth —Penuel—Jebul 4flun — Beth-
n Beth-abara—Beit-nimrin—Betonim —Butmeh—Aroer—Abel-Shittim
—Camp of Isnel—Beth-lnnn—Livlu—Beth-J esimoth—Mount Gilead—/ebel
Osha —/ildd—Ramoth-Gllead —Eo Sali—Jnaser—Seur—Jog-behah —Ardk-el-
Emir—Rabbah—Philadelphia—Amman—Ruins.
Inx the previous chapters the liné between Gilead and
Bashan has been drawn at the river Hieromax. This
boundary gives a large part of Gilead to the tribe of
Manasseh, in aecordance with the statement that Jair, of
the sept of Machir, son of Manasseh, had half Gilead, ..,
the part of Gilead which belonged to Og, King of Bashan,
a8 far south as the Jabbok (Numb. xxxii. 89—41; Dent.
iii. 16; Josh. xiii. 80). In this portion Manasseh had
twenty-three cities (1 Chron. ii. 22). The Jabbok, now
Zerka, divides Gilead into two pretty nearly equal parts.
@Gilead, or Mount Gilead, signifies ‘‘ rocky region,” and
was & name given to this range of mountains extending
from the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea, in contrast with
the ¢ Mishor,” or plaing and downs of Bashan. Southward,
Gilead gradually blends with the highlands of Moab, while
eastward there was no defined boundary, as it melts
insensibly, - first into” plains, then into the great Syrian
desert. From north to south its extent was about sixty
miles. '
The name of Gilead is still preserved in Jebel Jilad, a
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little south of the Jabbok, one of the highest paints of the
mountain range which rises near 4,000 feet from the
Valley of the Jordan beneath it. In all Gilead, whether
forbst, prairie, or valley, there is s wild grandeur, un-
equalled in any other part of Palestine. Rising abruptly
from the Jordan Valley, its western bluffs are deeply fur-
rowed by the many streams which drain the mountain-sides.

The traveller rides up and down deep concealed glens :
sometimes by s track meandering along the banks of a
brook, with a dense fringe of oleanders, ¢ willows by the
water-courses,” shading it from the sun and preventing
sammer evaporation, while they waste their perfume
on the desert air without a human inhabitant near.
Lovely knolls and dells open out at every turn, gently
rising to the wooded platean sbove. Then we rise to
higher ground and ride through noble forests of oak.
Then for & mile or two through luxuriant green corn, or
perhaps through a rich forest of scattered olive-trees, left
untended and uncared for, with perhaps patches of corn -
in the open glades.

No one can fairly judge of Isracl’s heritage who has
not seen the luxuriant exuberance of Gilead, as well as
the hard rocks of Jud®a, which only yield their abun-.
dance to reward constant toil and care. To compare
the two is to contrast nakedness and luxuriance. Yet
the present state of Gilead is just what Western Pales-
tine was in the days of Abraham. Subsequently the
Canaanites must have extensively cleared it, even before
the conquest, and while the slopes and terraces were
clad with olive-groves, the amount of rainfall was not
affected. The terraces bave crumbled away; wars and
neglect have destroyed the groves, umtil it would be
diffieult to find any two neighbouring districts more
strangely eontrasted than the east and west of Jordan.
Bat this is simply caused by the greater amount of rainfall
on the east side, attraeted by the forests, which have
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perished off the opposite hills. The area of drainage is
about the same on each side. The ravines and wadys are
numerous ; but few of the streams are perennial on the
west—all are so on the east. Every stream draining
from Moab and Gilead is filled with fishes and fresh-water
shells. I never found living fresh-water shells but in two
streams on the west side. In other words, the brooks
there are now but winter torrents. In Gilead and Bashan
the Lord ¢ made him suck honey out of the rock, and oil
out of the flinty rock ; butter of kine, and milk of sheep,
with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Bashan, and
goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat; and thou didst
drink the pure blood of the grape”.(Deut. xxxii. 13, 14).

The Bible history of northern Gilead is soon told.
Gilead is first mentioned in the life of Jacob. On his
return from Padan-aram he passed by Mount Gilead
towards Canaan. In this region, at a place to which he
gave the name of Mizpeh, or Mizpah, i.e., ¢ watch-tower,”
and Galeed, i.e., ‘“ heap of witness,”” Laban overtook him,
and, after their mutual reproaches and remonstrances,
they sacrificed and parted in peace: Laban invoking
Jehovah to watch, whence Mizpeh; and appealing to the
““heap” of stones they had raised, henece' Galeed, with
a punning reference‘to the name of the country—a sort of
play on words most common in the East. Thence Jacob
came to Mahanatm, and further om, close to the brook
Jabbok, to Penuel, or Peniel.

After the conquest of Sihon and Og, Jephthah was the
only judge raised up on the east of Jordan, and he belonged
to Manasseh, north of the Jabbok. In the same region,
too, the family of Baul found refuge while David reigned
in Hebron, and to its fastnesses David himself in turn
retreated during the usurpation of his son Absalom. Sub-
sequently it became the battle-field of Israel and Syria,
till Hazael began to cut Israel short.

In the New Testament the name does not occur; but
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the land of Gilead was blest by our Lord’s presence on
several occasions. Hero He was baptised by John in
Jordan ; and down the eastern gide of the Plain of Jordan
He used to travel from Galilee to Jerusalem.

The names of places oceurring in Saered history
situated in Gilead north of the Jabbok, or the portion of
Manasseh, are foew ; for, though we are told that Jair had
twenty-three cities, no list of them is given.

As a seftled country, its imporiance was mnch greater
after the Roman conquest than at any previous time.
Bome of the most important eities of the Roman province
of Decapolis (Matt. iv. 25; Mark v. 20, vii. 81) were
here situated, notably Gadara and Pella, and, aceording
to some accounts, Abtla now Abil, whose ruins are twelve
miles east of Gadara. Arbela (Irbid), further south-east,
and Amathus (Amateh), on the Wady Ajlun at the edge
of the Jordan Valley, must also, by their ruins, have been
important Roman cities, though not connected with Sacred
history.

Gadara is only incidentally mentioned in Seripture—
s¢the country of the Gadarenes’ being visited by our
Lord (Mark v. 1; Luke viii. 26). As we have already
geen, it was the capital of a district including Gergesa
and many other places. It does not occur in history
before its capture by Antiochus Epiphanes, King of Syria,
B.0. 218. Retaken twenty years after by the Jews, it
ultimately became part of Herod’s dominions.

Gadara, now Um-Keis, stands on the south side of tho
Yarmuk or Hicromaz, above the hot springs and ruined
Roman baths mentioned by Josephus, which are at the
bottom of the glen (the Baths of Amatha). The most
remarkable feature in the remains of Gadara is a perfect
paved Roman street, more than balf-a-mile long, with the
ruts worn by the chariot-wheels ; colonnades on either gide,
of which the columns are lying prostrate, though many

‘bases are standing; and massive crypt-like cells in a long

Y
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row, apparently a market or bazaar. There is, of ‘course,
a fine amphitheatre, and a very perfect theatre also,
partially scooped in the side of the rock, and the remains
of the Christian eathedral.

To the east is a dell, a wide open space, which is a field
of tombs. Several acres are strewn with stone coffins and
lids, most of them fairly sculptured with all sorts of
designs, dragged out of the caves with which the whole
distriet is perforated. At every step there is either a
cavern or an artifieial cave. These .are now used as
dwellings or shelter by the tribes who visit the district for
a part of the year, and who have probably dragged the
sarcophagi from their resting-places. In many cases the
stone doors still remain swinging in their sockets.

Mzizpeh, or Mizpeh-Gilead, or Ramath-Mizpeh (Josh.
xiii. 26), was the spot of Laban’s and Jacob’s interview,
and the place of ¢ the heap of witness.” It is not certain
where this Ramath or Mlzpeh was. It is frequently placed
at Jebel Osha, but that is too far south to harmonise with
the narrative, which puts it two stages north of the
Jabbok (Gen. xxxi. 47—49). It is more probably on
Mount Ajlun, the northerly crest of Gilead, and either this
erest or Tibneh, a little west of it, would exactly accord
with the history. I am inclined to place it at Tibneh. It
wag in the share of Manasseh (Judg. xi. 84), and here
Jephthah, the Manassite judge, marshalled his people
against Ammon, for the place was evidently looked on
a8 the great sanctuary of the tribe, from the tradition of
the place of Jacob’s covenant. Tibneh is the most con-
spicuous site in the distriet, a fine natural fortress on an
isolated round mamelon-shaped hill rising above the wide
platean, and commanding a magnificent view of Western
Palestine.

Jabesh-Gilead seems to have been the chief town of the
Gilead of Manasseh. It is first mentioned when its male¢
inhabitants were put to the sword for their absence from



the war of Israel against Benjamin, and their daughters, to
the number of four hundred, seized to supply wives for the
remnant of that tribe (Judg. xxi.) This alliance seems to
have created a friendly attachment, for Saul successfully
repelled the attack of Nahash the Ammonite against Jabesh-
Gilead ; and was gratefully remembered when, after his
death on Mount Gilboa, the Philistines exposed the bodies
of himself and his son as trophies at Bethshean, and the
men of Jabesh-Gilead, which was exactly opposite Beth-
shean, gallantly crossed the river by night, carried them
off, and honourably buried them (1 Sam. xxxi. 11—18),
for which act of loyalty David sent special messengers
to bless them (2 Sam. ii. 5). Some years afterwards
David removed the bones and buried them in Saul’s
ancestral sepulchre at Zelah (2 Sam. xxi. 12).

The name of Jabesh is preserved in the Wady Yabes, a
deep glen with a perennial stream running down from
Mount Ajalon to the Jordan, which it enters a little south
of Bethshean, The site of the town is on a little hill,
rather a strong position, which I visited, but for which.
my guides had no name, though Dr. Robinson heard of it
a8 “ Deir,” which simply means ¢ convent.” Most of the
ruins are grass-grown, with some broken columns, but no
traces of Roman fortifications, It stands full in sight of
Bethshean, which is worth noting. There is fine forest
all around.

About six miles north-west of Jabesh stands a low ter-
race, pushing forth in front of the Gilead mountain into
the Jordan plain, called Tabakat Fahil, the ancient Pella,
one of the cities of Decapolis. It has no Scripture history,
baut is deeply interesting as the place to which the Christian
inhabitants of Jerusalem betook themselves before the
siege of Titus, in obedience to our Lord’s warning, and
where they remained in safety. The place is now utterly
deserted, but the ruins are very extensive, covering several
acres with heaps of stones and granite columns, At the
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foot of the city is a splendid fountain, and two columns
near it are still standing upright.

Mahanaim, the historieal recollections of which are
among the most interesting in Gilead, is, aecording to the
different topographical allusions, somewhat perplexing to
place. It was on the frontier of Manassech and Gad
(Josh. xiii. 26, 80), but belonged to the latter (chap. xxi.
88), for it was one of the Levitical cities of the tribe of
Gad, yet it was on the border of Bashan (chap. xiii. 30).
Again, from the history in Genesis xxxii., where it.first
oceurs, it is placed between Mizpeh-Gilead and the Jabbok,
therefore probably to the north of it. These indications
can only be explained by the pasture-land of Gad over-
lapping Manasseh to the east in the Mishor, or ¢ plain
country,” and so touching Bashan. These eonditions are
satisfied by a desolate site in the forest, which I visited,
which still preserves the name of Mahneh, to the north-
east of Jebel -Ajlan and Tibneh, where I would place
Mizpeh., At Mahneh there is a fine fountain and open
pool, and traces of buildings, all grass-grown and beneath
the soil, occupying several acres and partly covered with
wood. As it is never méntioned afler the time of David,
there was no reason to expect later remains.

The name Mahanaim, or * hosts,”” was given fo it by
Jacob, when the angels, or hosts of God, met him (Gen.
xxxii, 2). It was a day’s journey from the Jabbok. It
afterwards appears to have been a very important place,
for here Abner erowned Ishbosheth, son of Saul, king,
when David was anointed at Hebron, and here Ishbosheth
reigned two years. Hence Abner set out for Gibeon, and
here the unfortunate Ishbosheth was murdered (2 Sam.
iv.). To Mahanaim David fled on the successful revolt of
Absalom. In the forest near it the great battle was fought
and the rebel son slain by Joab. In the gate of Mahanaim
David sat anxiously waiting to hear the fate of the day,
while the watchman on the tower above looked out; and
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o the chamber over that gate the beresved king retired to
bewail his loved though wayward Abealom. Except as
one of Solomon’s commissariat distriets (1 Klnguv 14),
it is never mentioned again.

Of Rogelim, the home of Barsillai, and of Lo-Debar, the
home of Machir the son of Ammiel, the protector of
Mophibosheth (2 Sam. ix. 4) and the hospitable helper
of David in distress (chap. xvii. 27), nothing is known.
Lo-Debar is, perhaps, the same as Debir, named (Josh.
xiil. 26) as in the border of Gad and therefore not far
from Mabanaim. It may be Dibbin, near Gerash, where
I found a fine ancient fountain and other remains.

A little esst of this, on one of the affluents of the
Jabbok, stands- Jerash, the anecient Gerasa, the ruins of
which are the most perfect, beantiful, and extensive east
of Jordan. Of its eaxly history nothing is known, It was
one of the most important of the Roman cities of Deca-
polis; was taken and burnt in the Jewish war by order of
Vespasian, but restored with greater splendour than ever
by the Antonines, whose inseriptions crowd the facades of
ite temples. There are no traces of the Saracens: every-
thing here is as the Romsns left if. It is probably the
most perfeot Roman city left above ground.

* It pecupies both banks of a little stream in the centre
of a wide open valley. The paved roads, both north and
south, are unbroken, skirted with tombs and monuments,
pagan and Christian. The walls are, in places, of the
original height, inclosing a square of about a mile, with
the little stream, buried in oleanders, running through the
centre, and many a street bridge over it. The streets
remain—the prineipal one a double row of columns a mile
in length, riehly carved, fronting temple and palace in
rapid suecession. The side streets cross at right angles.
For s thousand years it has been a silent wilderness, yet
all can be traced. Even the sockets for the gates still
remoain in the arches of the gateways, and the water still
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“runs in the channel to flood the cireus for mock sea-fights.
Temple, theatre, triumphal arch, forum, baths, Christian
cathedral, are all here in every- variety of later Roman
architecture. Yet this was but & distant provincial eity,
standing almost in the ‘Arabian desert, and almost without
a history.

Ten miles from Gerash south, we reach the Jabbok, in
its head waters the frontier between Ammon and Israel, in
-its lower between Manasseh and Gad, as it had been be-
tween the kingdoms of Sihon and Og (Josh. xii. 2). It
was on its banks that Jacob met Esau on his return from
Padan-aram (Gen. xxxii. 22). It is now the Wady Zerka,
and is a perennial river of some size, beautifully fringed
with oleanders, in a very deep wooded ravine. '

The Jabbok brings us to the territory of Gad. This
tribe seems to have had the richest and most valuable
portion of the eastern side of Jordan. On the highlands
Gilead is reached from the Jabbok somth nearly as far as
‘Heshbon (Josh. xiii. 26). Eastward it embraced half the
territory of Ammon, from near Rabbah ; the river Amman,
‘s tributary of the Jabbok, being probably the eastern boun- -
dary. North-of this, Gad afterwards pushed as far east
as Salcah, the very south-east extremity of Bashan, whilé
on the west its boundary was the Jordan, from the Sea of
Chinnereth or Gennesareth, as far down as Bethnimrah
and the Wady Seir, or five miles above the head of the
Dead Sea. Thus almost the whole of the east side of the
Jordan Valley, or Ghor, was in Gad, which thus com-
pletely overlapped the Gileadite possessions of Manasseh
to the west. This narrow strip is almost inaccessible
from the range of northern Gilead, which rises preecipi-
tously from the plam, and contained but few towns, though
its winter pasturage is wonderfully rich and luxuriant,

The territory of Gad then was as varied as it was
extensive, and as the predominant clan east of Jordan,
Gad and Gilead became, in common speech, interchange.
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able terms. The warlike character of Gad is intimated in
Jacob’s prophetie blessing, ¢¢ Gad, a troop shall overcome
him, but he shall overcome at the last "’ (Gen. xlix. 19) ;
and in that of Moses, alluding also to his extension of
territory eastward, ¢ Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad;
He dwelleth as a lion, and teareth the arm with the erown
of the head. And he provided the first part for himself,
becanse there, in & portion of the lawgiver, was he seated ”
(Deut. xxxiii. 20, 21) : referring to the early allotment of
land to this tribe, which had never in Egypt abandoned the
‘pastoral habits of the Patriarchs,

At the conquest Gad, with the other trans-Jordanic
tribes, held fast to their.brethren, and, though their own lot
was already secured, fought in Joshua’s campaigns, and at
the completion of the war were dismissed by him to. their
tents (Josh. xxii. 4), not to their cities. But for a time
they took little part in the national struggles ; and Deborah
reproachfully exclaims, ‘¢ Gilead abode beyond Jordan’
(Judg. v. 17). In the early days of the monarchy, how-
ever, they were highly distinguished, and their restless,
predatory habits led them to cross Jordan and join the
fortunes of David at Ziklag, ¢ men of might, and men of
war for the battle, that could handle shield and buckler,
whose faces were like the faces of lions, and were as swift
as roes upon the mountains ”’ (1 Chron. xii. 8).

Before this they had had successful war against the
Hagarites, or Bedouin of the far east beyond Bashan, and
had taken enormous booty; and we are told dwelt in the
‘¢ gteads,” or Hazeroth, i.6., the camps, of Jetur, Nephish,
:and Nodab, till the Captivity (1 Chron. v. 18—22). Gad
was carried into captivity. by Pul and Tiglath-Pileser, and
planted in Halah, Habor now Chabour, Hara, and by the
river Gozan, the Chabour being the great Mesopotamian
feeder of the Euphrates (1 Chron. v. 26). The country
from that time forth seems to have been occupied by the
-Ammonites. We learn this from the lament of Jeremiah,



:#¢ Conoerning the Ammonites thus saith the Lord, Hath
Isracl no sons ? bath he no heir? Why then doth their
-king inherit Gad, and his people dwell in their cities ?
(chap. xlix. 1).

It must not be forgotten that the greatest of ithe Pro-
phets sprang from this tribe. Elijjah the Tishbite was of
Gilead, though no trace of the name of Tishbi has yei been
found. In all the sctions and history of Elijab, we see
the charaeteristies of the wild and hardy Gileadite of the
tents. His dress, his strength, his endurance, his solitary
habits, his wanderings in the wilderness, all bespeak the
man of the esstern wilds, the one great Prophet who stands
forth in the comparative dearth of sacred heroes from the
eastern tribes.

Gilead has been go little explored, that the identifieation
of most of its towns is a task of diffienlty. We will take
first those whiech oecnr in the long fertile strip of the
Jordan Valley. Succoth is the first place named in this
-valley (Josh. xiii, 27). It belonged to Gad; but there is
8 Succoth, probably that of Solomon, now Sakit, already
referred o, on the -west-side. near Bethshean., It is firat
mentioned a8 & halting-place of Jacob on his way from
Gilead to Bhechem (Gen. xxxiii. 17). Probably, then,
there were two places of the name, for the Suseoth, to
which Gideon eame in his pursuit of the Midianites, was
reast of Jordan, and therefore in the tribe of Gad (Judg.
!vili. 4), the one named in Joshua. Jerome and Burkhardt
both speak of a Buccoth east of Jordan. Though I passed
many ruined places and desolate heaps in riding up the
east gide, at intervals of from one to four miles the whole
.way, I did not find the name of Bakat, or Sukot, assigned
to any. This, however, is no proof that the place may
not be found.

Penuel, or.Peniel, lay between Mahanaim and the
Jabbok (Gen. xxii. 80), where Jeeob wrestled with the.
Lord in prayer and received his pame of Israel, From.
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Bueooth Gideon passed to Penuel in his pursuit of the
Midianites,-and on his return destroyed its town and slew
its men for having refused him aid. It was afterward
fortified by Jeroboam (1 Kings xii. 25), probably because
it eommanded the passes of Jordan. No trace of the
name has been found, but it cannot have been far from
Amathus, the ruins of which retain the name of Amateh,
at the entrance of the river Ajlun (4jalon) into the Jordan
Valley. Zaphon, next named in Josh. xiii. 27, remaing
undetermined.

Bethnimrah, i.e., ¢ the house of the leopard,” is very
satisfactorily identified with Beit-nimrim, ¢ the house of
leopards,” very near the entrance of the Wady Shaib, or
Nimrim as it is called at its lower end, into the Jordan,
at what are known as the upper fords, on the main road
leading from Jericho to Gilead. The stream descends
from Es Balt, or Ramoth-Gilegd. Its New Testament and
Beptuagint name is Bethabara, where John baptized (John
i. 28, &e.); for it is interesting to observe that the LXX.
translate Beth-nimrah by Bethabra, i.e., *the house of
the ford,” the leopards having been exterminated by the
inerease of population, and the principal ford to Gilead
and Galilee being at this spot. Now man has retired, and
the leopard has resumed his sway; and with it the old
name, never quite forgotten, has revived,

There is abundance of water here. Once there was a
large, open, walled pool, like that of Capernaum : but now
the spring bubbles forth, wasted and untended, feeding a
luxuriant tangle of tropical trees and shrubs. The ruins
are shapeless and generally choked by the prickly vegeta-
tion. i was here that our Saviour vonchsafed to be bap-
tized, in order to fulfil all righteousness. Close to this
place, too, Elijah was taken up to heaven, where his suc-
cessor entered en his mission, and where our Lord was first
proclaimed the Son of God with power (see p. 97).

A little to the north of thjs, on. the highland platesn,
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above the right bank of the Shaib, are two ruined sites about
three miles apart, Butneh and Aireh, probably the Betonim,
t.e., ¢ pistachio nuts,” and the Aroer of Gad, facing Rabbah.
This Aroer must be distinguished from that of the Arnon.
It was built by Gad (Numb. xxxii. 84), and was the scene
of Jephthah’s defeat of the Ammonites (Judg. xi. 88).
The site of Beth-nimrah presents also another point of
interest, as it was undoubtedly very near the northern
extremity of the camp of Israel in the Jordan Valley, in
the plains of Bhittim, before they crossed over under
Joshua. Abel Shittim (Numb. xxxiil 89) signifies
¢ marshes of the acacia,” and from hence to Beth-Jesi-
moth, near the head of the Dead Sea, the camp extended.
Immediately under the hills of Gilead and Moab a rich
wilderness of garden extends the whole way, watered by
the abundant, never-failing springs and streams that gush
from the foot of the wooded mountains. Among the
tangled wilderness, chiefly on its western edge, still grow
many of the acacia-trees, ¢ shittim,” from which the place
derived its name. No place could thus be better situated
for the vast camp—abundant water and forage behind,
and open space for miles in front. Here, in these sultry
groves, Israel was seduced by the Moabites into the
licentious rites of Baal-Peor (Numb. xxv. 1). TUpon this
rich plain Balaam looked down from the top of Peor, from
Piggah (¢d. xxiii. 14—28), from the bare hill on the top
of the rocks and from the cultivated field of Zophim, ¢ that
looketh on the face of the waste.” ‘
Here, not many months after, did Moses give his last
blessing to the people he had led so long; hence he
ascended those grey heights that towered beyond, and
gained at length a glimpse of the land he was never him-
self to tread. Here were the tribes marshalled by his sue-
cessor. In front of these green pastures their hosts were

drawn out in the early mornmg just before their last halt
.on the river's brink (Josh. iii. 1). .
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Beth-haran (Numb. xxxii. 86) or Beth-aram (Josh.
xiii. 27), one of the cities built by Gad ¢ in the valley,” is
not again named in Scripture. Josephus tells us Herod
changed the name to Livias. We are told it ‘was three
miles south of Bethanabra. It is marked by a deserted
heap of ruins at that spot, called Beit-Haran, according to
some, but for which my guides had no name. It is nearly
in the centre of the oasis of Abel Shittim, near the Wady
Beir or Jazer., South of it again, the last city in the
Jordan Valley was Beth-Jesimoth, belonging to Reuben,
marked by the ruins called Ramah,

The great road into Gilead followed the course of the
Shaib, from Beth-nimrah up to Jebel Osha, as the highest
peak of Mount Gilead is now called, and immediately
behind it was the great fortress of Ramoth-Gilead, looked
upon as the key of the country, now Es Salt. The peak
of Jebel Osha derives its name from possessing the tra-
ditional tomb of Hosea the prophet, and is esteemed a
holy place. The view from it is considered the finest in
Palestine. The whole Plain of Jordan is stretched before
us from Jericho to Bethshean, and almost to Tiberias,
with the meandering line of the river in the centre, whose
waters can be seen in some of their windings, sparkling
like diamonds in the sunlight. Over it may be dimly seen
the grey hills of Jerusalem and Benjamin, then Ebal and
Gerizim, Gilboa and Tabor, in succession, with snow-
streaked Hermon for the northern limit. Sloping down
for more than 6,000 feet to the Jordan Valley, the corn-
fields gradually melt into a lower wooded range, which
descends, clad with trees of varying shades of colour as it
ginks, into the plain. The verdure of the foreground,
the rich red and grey of the background, cannot easily be
surpassed.

A deserted site to the north-east of the peak, called
Jilad, is pointed out as the birthplace of Elijah.

To the south-east, on a bold shoulder of the mountain,
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stands Es Salt, or Ramoth-Gilead. The ocountry round
is & natural park, all the glades covered with wheat and
barley in spring, and trees and shrubs grouped in gracefal
variety. Across the Jabbok rise the dark pine forests of
Ajlun, and every now and then there is a glimpse of the
plain of the Hauran on the one gide, or of the Jordan on
the other.

Ramoth-Gilead was a Levitical city, and the eity of
refage for the tribe of Gad (Deut. iv. 48). It was also
-the head of one of Solomon’s commissariat districts. But
it is chiefly noted in connection with the death of Ahab,
It had been wrested from Omri by Benhadad, King of
Syria ; and Ahab, with the aid of his ally, Jehoshaphat,
vainly attempted to recover it, and, in accordance with
prophetic warning, lost his life by the arrow shot at a
venture. His son Joram renewed the attempt some years
after with the aid of Ahaziah, King of Judah ; and, though
he succeeded, was severely wounded (2 Chron. xxii. 6).
Jehu was garrisoning it for him against Harael, King of
Syria, when he was stirred by the Prophet to seize the
throne, and here he was proclaimed king. From that time
it disappears from history.

" The modern town Es Salt is a considerable place, said
to contain three or four thousand souls; but I could find
no ruins, excepting an old mosque of massive construction,
- perhaps transformed from a Byzantine church, and some
large bevelled cornices in the foundations of buildings.
There is a fine old castle commanding the town on the
height above, square, with corner towers, and the lower
part of it apparently Roman. But there is no trace of
earlier remains.

From Ramoth a road leads along the crest.of the high-
land towards Heshbon. About twelve miles south on this
road is Beir, Jaazer or Jazer of the Pentateuch. It con-
sists only of grass-grown mounds and rows of foundations
at the very head of the valley, above a marshy spring, the
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highest source of the Seir. By this route Israel marched
after the conquest of Sihon, towards Bashan, and Moses
took Jaazer (Numb. xxi. 82). It was rebuilt by Gad, and
was assigned to the Levites. It was visited by Joab on
his way from the Jordan to Gilead, in numbering the
people, before reaching Tahtim-hodshi (probably in the
extremity of Bashan). Jeremiah (ch. xlviii. 82) speaks of
‘*the sea of Jager.” There is no trace of a lake, but
possibly the marshy spring may have been restrained in a
large basin or ¢ birket.” .

Jogbehah (Numb. xxxii. 85) must have been in this
neighbourhood, but the name has not been recovered. It
is again mentioned in the account of Gideon’s pursuit of
the Midianites (Judg. viil. 11). Adtaroth, and Atroth-
shophan, as the name should read (Numb. xxxii. 85) are
probably marked by the many acres of ruins which cover
the slopes of Jebel Attarus, between Heshbon and Dibon.
The objection that this would place them too far south,
" would equally apply to the unquestioned Dibon. Dibon
mentioned in the same list, was afterwards assigned to
Reuben. ,
. The ‘half of the land of the children of Ammon”

given to Gad (Josh. xiii. 25) doubtless was this rich undu-
lating district west of Rabbah, which Sihon and the
Ammorites had wrested from Ammon, as they had Heshbon
from Moab, and the retaining of which by Israel caused
the bitter enmity of Ammon, as may be seen by the com-
plaint of their king to Jephthah, that Israel had taken it
from him, and Jephthah’s spirited and eloquent reply
(Judg. xi.).

Not far from Seir, but much lower down on the west,
are some ruins, posterior to Old Testament history, but
the most remarkable purely Jewish ruins existing, called
Arak-el-Emir. This was built by Hyreanus in the second.
century B.0. as a place of security against the King of
Syria, and has never been altered or retouched by Roman
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or Saracen. Josephus describes it very exactly. It eon-
sists of a massive wall surrounding several acres, in the
centre of which is the castle, built of stones of emor-
mous size, all fastened by ball and socket joints on every
side, without mortar. The enormous slabs are sculptured
with colossal lions, elephants, &o., in alto-relievo. Half-a-
mile above the castle is a vast series of rock dwellings, im-
pregnable by ancient warfare, with chambers, halls, stables
for one hundred horses, with rock-hewn mangers, still per-
fect, and inseriptions in the old Hebrew character over the
rock-hewn portals.

We can scarcely leave Gilead without noticing Rabbah,
the city of waters, the capital of Ammon, which, though
just outside the limits of Gilead, was closely bound up with
its history, and was one of the cities of the Roman De-
capolis. 8o far as we know, Rabbah was the one fortified
city or stronghold of this nation, which was much less
settled and more wild and predatory than the sister people
of Moab. For the most part the Ammonites appear to have-
lived, in the wide plains east of Gilead, a trune Bedouin
life.

- Rabbah was first attacked by David, after the confederacy
of Ammon with Syria against him. In the first campaign,
Abishai merely defeated the Ammonites, and drove them
to take refuge within the walls. In the second, Joab, after
a two years’ siege, during which occurred the miserable
incident of Uriah, took ¢ the city of waters,” i.e., the lower
town, within the walls of which the river, which is the head
feeder of the Jabbok, rises, and then sent for David to
complete the conquest by the capture of the citadel. Its
after history is long and important, but out of the range
of the Seripture story. Ptolemy Philadelphus, s.0, 285,
changed its name to Philadelphia, which it retained during
Roman times. The Saracens found it deserted, and never
occupied it. It is now known only as Amman, from the
name of its ancient inhabitants.
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The ruins, though not the most perfect, are perhaps the
most extensive in all that land of ruins, Syria.

The expression of Joab, and the fact of the citadel re-
quiring a separate siege, are at once understood on the
spot. Ammin stands on the confluence of two little
streams, which unite in the centre of the place, the two
valleys converging into one, and enclosing between them a
bold flat triangle of rock, the ancient citadel. This is of
itself a large city of several acres, and here alone can any
traces of building earlier than the Greek be recognised in
some of the great lines of foundation stone. The ruins
generally exhibit nothing of Rabbah; it is only Roman
Philadelphia that has left its story in its stones; and no-
where else have I seen sculptures more elaborate or delicate.
In number, in extent, in beaunty of situation and in isola-
tion, they are far the most striking and interesting I have
seen in Syria, though not nearly so perfect as those of
Jerash. The little stream, swarming with fish, which may-
be caught by a handkerchief, flows in a paved channel down
the streets, and little quays of dressed masonry run on
both sides for about 1} miles, There are at least three
great Christian churches ; one which I ascended has a
lofty tower, with its staircase still unbroken. There are
three theatres and many temples, besides public buildings
of every kind ; and eolumns and fragments of marbles or
stone strew the surface in all directions. ¢ Rabbah of the
Ammonites shall be a desolate heap "’ (Jer. xlix. 2). As we
camp among the shattered columns of Rabbath-Ammon,
with a rude Bedouin guard lying around, we read the
prophecy : I will deliver thee to the men of the East for
8 possession, and they shall set their palaces in thee, and
make their dwellings in thee. 'And I will make Rabbah a
stable for camels, and the Ammonites a couching place for
flocks ' (Ezek. xxv. 4, 5). :
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rhoe—Machsrus—M'kaur—Death of John Bap B th or h Baal
—Jebel Attarus—Kirjathaim—Kirjath-huzoth—Kureiyai—Progress of Balaam
with Balak— Abarim — Shebam—Sibmah—Kedemoth—Mephasth—Nopha—
Minnith—Menjah—Dibon—Dhidan —Dimon —The Moabite Stone— Bezer—
Bosor—Besheir—Aroer—Ara’ar—Jahaz—The Arnon, boundary of Israel—
Moabite Citles—S8ihon—Shthan—Kir-Hareseth, or Kir-Moab—Kerab—Ray-
nald of Chatillon—Nimrim—N’meirah—Connection of Dayid with Moab—
‘War of Moab.

Tae southern part of the ﬁrst conquest of Israel under
Moses, the territory wrested from Sihon, King of .the
Amorites, after the battle of Jahaz, was given to Reuben,
the. descendants of the eldest son of Jacob. The extent
of the allotment of Reuben is very clearly defined (Josh.
xiii. 15—21) from south to north, reaching from the
tremendous ravine of the Arnon, now Wady Mojib, to a
line about the north end of the Dead Sea, probably the
Wady Na’dr or Heshban, and stretching from the lofty
mountain-range east of the Dead Sea, to an indefinite
distance eastward over the ¢ Mishor " or ¢ plain country”
-of Moab, now the Belka, till it melts into the desert,
towards the Euphrates.

From the time of the conquest we almost lose sight of
Reuben. For this there are three reasons, (1) the
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character and position of his territory; (8) its previous
history and occupation; and (8) the character of the
Beubenites themsclves. Reuben, like Gad, had never in
Egypt thrown aside his pastoral habits. They had “a
very great multitude of cattle '’ (Numb. xxxii. 1), and the
country of Bihon, with the vast grazing-plain of the
‘¢ Mishor "’ or Belka, was a land for eattle. They therefore
requested it might be granted them, and the stipulation
was made that they should assist in the conquest of
‘Western Palestine, leaving their flocks in their new pos-
sessions. In pledge of their union with their western
brethren, -on their return they erected a great heap of
stones as a witness, not as an altar for saerifice, on the
west side of Jordan, at the place of the passage of the
host, and called it Ed (Josh. xxii.), on the peak now called
Kurn Surtabeh (see p. 191).

But Reuben was of {00 nomad and roving a dmposmon
to continue close co-operation with his western brethren.
Accordingly, we find that he did not respond to Barak’s
eall for help against Jabin. Deborah, indignant, asks,
¢ Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds, to hear the
bleatings of the flocks ? For the divisions of Reuben
there were great searchings of heart” (Judg. v. 16).

The position of their territory also cut them off from
the rest of Israel. By the frontier of the Dead Sea they
were wholly inaccessible. The only way of communica-
tion was either round the south end of it, through the alien
and often hostile kingdom of Moab, or by the very difficult
passes down to the Jordan Valley by the Wady Heshban.
They had not, like Gad, a long strip of contiguous territory,
with many fords across the Jordan. '

Still more were they shut out by the previous history of
their land. From the old archaic song preserved in
Numbers xxi. 27—80, as well as from the historical state-
ment in ver. 26, we find that Sihon, King of the Amorites,
had only recently seized the whole country assigned to
. z2
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Reuben. Moab never forgot their prior pdssession, and
persistently looked on Reuben as intruders, to be expelled
on the first opportunity. We see that the feeling was as
strong as ever 800 years later, in the remonstrance of the
King of Ammon to Jephthah, and the bold reply of that
Gileadite chieftain, ‘¢ Israel took away my land from Arnon
even unto Jabbok, and unto Jordan.” The reply is,
¢¢ Israel took not away the land of Moab . . . for Arnon
was the border of Moab.” Jephthah reminds ‘him how
Sihon, King of the Amorites, attacked Israel in Jahaz,
and how they dispossessed the 4morites, but that Balak,
King of Moab, never molested them; and asks, ¢ While
Israel dwelt in Heshbon and her towns, and in Aroer and
her towns, and in all the cities that be along by the coasts
of Arnon, three hundred years : why therefore did ye not
recover them within that time ?” (Judg. xi. 18, &e.)

1t is evident, however, that Moab continued from time
to time to press northward, and so drive Reuben further
into the Belka eastward, and it is probable that a tribe so
exclusively pastoral and tent-loving, cared comparatively
little for the loss of frontier towns, so long as their rich
pasturage was left them. Their wars were rather against
Hagarites eastward, whose ‘ steads ”’ they seized and held
from the days of Saul (1 Chron. v. 10), and thus receded
further from connection with Israel. Most of the towns
of Reuben are spoken of, in the later part of the Old Tes-
tament, as Moabite rather than Israelite, as Heshbon,
Aroer, Elealah, Sismah, Dibon, Jazer, Baal-Meon, and
Kirjathaim. Not one man of note, after the rebellion of
Dathan and Abiram, ever sprang from Reuben. He had
neither prophet, judge, nor hero, among his genealogies.
They forgot the worship of Jehovah,  and went a whoring
after the gods of the people of the land,” till Pul and
Tilgath-pilneser, Kings of Assyria, carried them captive
to Habor (the river Chabour) in Mesopotamia (1 Chron. v.
25, 26).
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Reuben possessed but one town in the Jordan Valley, at
the north-east corner, near the Dead Sea, Beth-Jesimoth,
whose ruins may be traced on the Wady-Jerifeh, called by
the Arabs to me *“ Rameh.”

Hence the road into Moab, coming fram the fords
south of Jericho, passes up the valley of the little river
Heshbin to Heshbon, still unchanged in name, Heshban.
Heshbon stands almost on the crest of the high table-land
of Moab, very slightly retired from the edge.

The whole of the country is a table-land, with the ridge
nearly 8,000 feet above the sea, and therefore more than
4,000 above the Dead Sea, from which it rises preci-
pitously by a series of terraces so narrow and broken that
passage is impossible ; and then from the crest, scarcely
more than from two to four miles retired from the sea, it
gently slopes into the vast Belka, or ¢ plain country,” and
the boundless wilderness beyond. It is deeply ploughed
and seamed to its very centre by the stupendous ravines of
the Callirrhoe (Zerka Ma'in) and the 4rnon (Mojib), be-
sides minor wadys. )

Heshbon, evidently near the frontier of Reuben and Gad,
a8 it is given by Joshua as one of the Wevitical cities of
the latter (chap. xxi. ver. 89), has very few Jewish traces,
though its ruins are very considerable. It stands on an
isolated ronnd hill, one of the many Hariths or Harosheths
of Moab—the name given by them to a round hill, with a
little stream running past it. The hill is one heap of
shapeless ruins, while all the neighbouring slopes are full
of caves, once occupied as habitations. There are many
Dorie columns and Roman remains mingled with those of
later and earlier dates. The public buildings are too much
overthrown to be easily traced. In one edifice we noticed
the old great stones with the Jewish or Pheenician bevel,
Roman arches, Dorio pillars, and Saracenic work, all
strangely mingled in their overthrow, There are also
many large cisterns, .
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Below the city, to the east, are the remains of water-
courses and an enormous reservoir, supposed to be that
alluded to by Solomon ; * Thine eyes are like the fish-pools
in Heshbon, by the gate of Bath-rabbim '’ (Cant. vii, 4).
Bat more probably the allusion is to the bright elear pools
which we met with in following the course of the Nahr-
Heshban, all swarming with a species of Eastern char.
The plain also is full of deep wells, half-choked and dry,
reminding one of 2 Kings iii. 19, 25, and rendering riding
. dangerous,

In the time of Hezekiah, Heshbon had evidently been
recovered by Moab ; for Isaiah, in the burden of Moab
(xv. 4), says, ¢ Heshbon shall ery, and Elealah,” &e.: and
80 it continued in the days of Jeremish, a century later,
a8 we see from chap. xlviii. 2, 84, 45.

Elealah is very near Heshbon, as we might judge from
their being coupled, both by Isaiah and Jeremiah. - ¢ The
ory of Heshbon, even unto Elealah.” It is now oalled
EI'Al, and is, like Heshbon, on a ¢ harith” or green knoll,
bare and treeless, but with springs and plenty of wells,
with luxuriant verdure. . It is truly desolate; ¢ The
shouting for thy summer fruits and for thy harvest is
fallen” (Isa. xvi. 9). One solitary Doric column stands
out ghostlike on its slope, the rest are all prostrate; but
heaps of carved cornices and capitals tell of its prosperity,
even so late as the Roman times. Since then it appears to
have been ntterly deserted, for there are no Saracenic traces.
It stands less than two miles north-east of Heshbon.

From Heshbon the table-land runs with slight undula-
tions and knolls rising here and there, to the point of the
deep ravine of the Zerka Ma’in (Meon), but flanked on the
west by the ridge, the highest point of which is Mount
Nebo. This eultivatable highland is the ¢ field of Zophim
(Numb. xxiii. 14), to which Balak conducted Balaam, and
of which Pisgah, the crest of Mount Nebo, is the highest
point.



To the north of Nebo, in a valley leading to the foot of
the mountain, is the fountain known as Ain Musa, the Well
of Moses, and which is probably the AsAdoth-Pisgah of
Dent. iii. 17, called in Deut. iv. 49, *the springs of
‘Pisgah,” the word Ashdoth meaning springs or roots. It
is also mentioned (Josh. xii, 8, xiii. 20), in recapitulating
the boundaries of Reuben.

Mount Nebo, now Jebel Nebbeh, though still retaining
its ancient name, has only lately been identified and visited.
It would seem that the range of which it is the highest
summit, bore the name of Pisgah, though now no trace of
the name, Pisgah, can be recognised in the vernacular.
The ““field of Zophim,” as has been said, was the high
table-land sloping back from it, and thus Pisgah included
both Zophim and Nebo. In the time of Jerome the name
remained, and it is curious that, though not found on the
east side, the Arabic equivalent for Pisgah is now given to
s headland nearly opposite, standing out into the Dead Ses,
Ras-ol-Feshkhah, ¢.s., the headland of Pisgah. This, of
course, cannot be the Pisgah of the Pentateuch.

The view from Nebo strikingly illustrates the minute
accuracy of the Sacred history. ¢‘The Lord showed
Moses all the land of Gilead unto Dan, and all Naphtali
and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land
of Judah, unto the utmost sea, and the south (Negeb), and
the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm-trees,
unto Zoar” (Deut. xxxiv. 1——3). To the eastward, as we
turned round, the ridge seemed gently to slope for two or
three miles, when & few small ruin-clad “ tells” or hillocks,
Heshbon, Jelul, and others, broke the monofony of the
outline ; and then, sweeping forth, rolled in one vast un-
broken expanse the goodly Belka, one boundless plain,
stretching far into Arabia, till lost in the horizon—one
waving ocean of corn and grass. Not a tree, not a bush,
not a house could be seen; but the glass revealed the
black tents dotted far and near. As the eye turned sonth-
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ward, the pedk of Jebel Shihan (Sikon) just stood out
behind Jebel Attarus, and the peaks faded with a rosy hue
into the distance. Still turning westward, though the east
gide of the Dead Sea was too immediately beneath us to.
be visible, we could trace its western outline for half its*
extent. In the centre to the left a break and a green.
spot beneath it marked Engedi, the nest once of the Kenite,
now of the wild goat. Behind we could trace the ridge of
Hebron as it lifted from the south-west, as far as Bethlehem:
and Jerusalem. There was the Mount of Olives, with the.
church on its top, the gap in the hills leading up from:
Jericho, and the rounded heights of Benjamin on the other
side. Still turning northward, the eye was rivetted by the
deep Jordan Valley and the twin oases of Jericho. Closer:
still beneath us, on this side the river, had Israel’s last.
camp extended, in front of the green fringe. which peeped:
forth from under the terraces in our foreground. The dark
sinuous bed of Jordan was soon .lost in dim haze. Then,
looking over ‘it, the eye rested on Gerizim's rounded top,.
and further still opened the Plain of Esdraelon, the-
shoulder of Carmel or some other intervening height just
showing to the right of Gerizim, while beyond it was &
faint and distant bluish haze. Northward again rose the.
distinet outline of unmistakable Tabor, aided by which:
~ we could identify Gilboa and Little Hermon. Beyond,.
Hermon’s snowy. top was mantled in eloud, and Lebanon’s.
highest range must have been exactly shut behind it, while:
in front, due north of us, stretched in long line the dark
forests of Gilead, terminating in Jebel Osha, behind Ramoth--
Gilead. To the north-east the vast Hauran or Bashan.
stretched beyond. The ruins of an extensive fort and.
town bearing the same name, Nebbeh, are about half a
mile to the west,

The latersl range, which culminates in Nebo, terminates’
bluntly in a lower brow some distance to the west of it."
On a.bold headland on the edge of this lower terrace, half
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an hour’s ride from the summit, is a Iarge pile of ruins,
with the remains of strong fortifications, and artificially
scarped rocks, with great cisterng inside the fort, old
temples and the Christian church, with the apse remaining
standing, called by the Arabs Zi'ara. This is the equivalent
of the Hebrew Zo’ar. This identification at once explains
an expression in the description of the view granted to
Moses, which has perplexed every commentator. ¢ He
beheld the south, and the plain of the Valley of Jericho,
the city of palm-trees, unto Zoar.” The narrative is
describing the panorama from north to south, and ends by
the feature nearest the spectator, i.e., the city in_ front of
him. On this the eye would naturally rest in its survey
next after the Jordan plain. One expression may be noticed
in confirmation of the identification : Zoar, though on a
hill, must have had higher ground behind it, for we read
(Gen. xix. 80) that ¢ Lot went up out of Zoar and-dwelt
-in the mountain . . . in a cave.” The ground rises steeply
behind Zoar for two or three miles, and is pierced by many
caves. Heshbon, also, only a few miles distant, was the
original seat of the Moabites (Numb. xxi. 26).

" A recent traveller has endeavoured to show that Jebel
Shi'agha, the spot where these ruins stand, is Pisgah.
The arguments adduced would be equally conclusive on
behalf of any of the many flat topped mounds of the neigh-
bourhood, one ‘of which must have been Pisgah, though its
Arabie equivalent, Fethkhah, seems to have dropped out
of the local nomenclatare.

Somewhere close to this was Beth-Peor ; for Moses was
buried'in a valley over against Beth-Peor (Deut. xxxiv. 6),
perhaps a Hebrew substitute for Baal-Peor, but the name
or precise locality has not yet been traced.

Following the track of the ancient road which went
through the very heart of Moab from Heshbon to Kir-Moab,
and thence to Edom, we come to Medeba, now Madiyabah,
not. far from the centre of the plateau, The ruins are
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extensive, and indicate a high state of prosperity in the
Roman period. With Heshbon and Dibon Medeba was one
of the most ancient of the cities of Moab. Roads and
streets can be easily traced in all directions ; a few columns
still stand erect, portions of gateways, Christian churches,
with the apses yet entire. But the most remarkable relic at.
Medeba is the magnificent reservoir, constructed somewhat
like Solomon’s Pools, and 120 yards square. It isstill per-
fect, but, the channels being choked, is now converted into
a field.

Medeba was one of the cities of Moab taken by Sihon
(Numb. xxi. 30), and, after his destruction, assigned
to Reuben. Joshua speaks of it as in the plain (Mishor)
or highland of Moab. But Reuben seems to-have lost it
before David's time, for here Joab’s battle against Ammon
was fought (1 Chron. xix, 7). In the time of Isaiah it had.
again become Moabite. ¢¢ Moab shall howl over Nebo and
over Medeba” (Chron. xv. 2). It was the scene of many a
struggle in the days of the Maccabees, bnt has long since
been utterly deserted.

About four miles south-west of Medeba are the ruins of
Ma'in, the Baal-meon of Bacred history, called also by
contraction Beon (Numb. xxxii. 8), and Beth-Baal-Meon
(Josh. xiii. 7) ; one of the cities * built,” or, more probably,
restored by Reuben on the downs of Moab. It is close to
the edge of the deep ravine of the Zerka Ma’in, the second
principal stream east of the Dead Sea, and situated on
rising ground. The ruins here are very extensive, and the
country well cultivated. Most of the remains are Greek
or Roman, and none of later date. They oceupy four
adjacent hills, one having evidently been the central city,
and connected with the rest by a wide causeway.

The Roman road down the wady to the Dead Sea can
easily be traced, a little to the west of Ma'in. In an
embayed recess on the shore, about. three miles south of
the mouth of the Zerka Ma’in, in a situation much resem-
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bling that of the oasis of Engedi, are the inconsiderable
ruins of Zara, the Zareth Shahar of Jogh. xiii, 19. It is
not afterwards named. The river, sunk in a dark chasm
many hundred feet deep, with basaltic rocks on one side
and red sandstone on the other, is shaded by oleanders ;
and, wherever there is space, the palm-trees, which formerly
were 80 abundant all through the Jordan Valley, still grow
luxuriantly and untended. It may .be observed that
Zareth Shahar is stated to be ¢“in the mount of the valley,”
or ‘ emek,” i.e., *“ the bollow,” a word well describing its
situation. Numerous hot and somewhat sulphurons
springs fertilise the little plain.

On the way to it are the hot springs and ruins of Callér--
rhoe, before réaching which sre some ancient rock-hewn
fombs. To these springs Herod the Great went, in the vain

~ hope of being cured of his loathsome disease. There are
ten of these hot springs, so abundant that they heat the
whole water of the stream to a temperature of 70° at its
mouth up to 140° at the junction with the largest fountain.
They are strongly charged with salphur. One of them
forms a cascade from a perpendicular cliff, which is
covered with the incrustation of sulphur. The whole
surface of the ledge is strewn with tiles and broken pot-
tery, but the wady seems to be scarcely ever visited, even
by the Bedouins of the neighbourhood.

Mounting again up this tremendous ravine, we reach
the ruins of M'kaur, the ancient Macherus, about five
miles south, and due west of Kureiyat. This famous castle
i8 not mentioned by name in Seripture, but is connected
with it from the statement of Josephus, that here John
the Baptist was imprisoned and beheaded. It is often
wmentioned in the Maccabean history, and was Herod's
strongest fortress. It is stated to have been the strongest
fortress of the Jews, and held out after the destruction of
Jerusalem, having been enormously strengthened by
Herod.
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: The fortress stands on a round hill at the east  end -

of a narrow and isolated ridge, on which the inhabited
city must have been built. It is very different in character
from -any other ruins in Moab. . Nothing remains but &
few courses of stones above the foundations, But the whole
building material has been collected by the hand of man into
one prodigions mass on the erest of the ridge, where it re
mains in weird-like desolation, a monument of the vengeance
taken by the Roman legions against the last desperate
patriots of the Jewish revolts. The outline of the fortress
may still be traced very clearly, and in it two dungeons,
one of them deep, and its sides searcely broken in. One of
them must have been the prison-house of the Baptist.*
Not far from this must have been Bamoth (Numb. xxi. 19)
or Bamoth-Baal (Job. xiii. 17), a high place of Baal, «“in
the valley,” i.¢., the ravine overhanging the valley. The
ruined sites here are very numerous, but the name has not
- yet been recovered.
- To the south of the wady rises Jebel Attarus, evidently
some ancient Ataroth of Moab, the highest mountain in
the district, and often by older travellers mistaken for.
Nebo. There are ruins to the west of it, and #m its
southern slopes. On its sammit are the remains of a
high place and of a sacred grove, in a great heap of stones
and a solitary aged tree, once perhaps a sanctuary of
Chemosh or Baal. :
Close to the south of Jebel Attarus are the ruins called
Kureiyat, probably Kirjathaim, mentioned as one of the
cities rebuilt and renamed by the Reubenites, In the
time of Jeremiah and Ezekiel it had reverted to Moab,
and, written in our version Kirtathaim, is mentioned in
the denunciation of that people (Jer. xlviii.1; Ezek.
xxv. 9). It is probably the same as the Kirjath-huzoth

* Machserus and the-whole district of the Callirrhoe, have been
explored by the writer, and fully described in his “ Land of Moab,”
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to which Balak took Baalam on his first arrival (Numb.
xxii. 89), and which is nowhere else named. The ruins
are considerable.

Accepting this interpretation, we can easily trace the
progress of Balaam with the King of Moab. Balak first
met him on the banks of the Arnon, then proceeded north
with him to Kirjath-huzoth, the northern Kiriathaim, and
its high place, the top of Attarus immediately above it, and
the first conspicuous eminence north of the Arnon ; then
across the Zerka the next day to the high places of Baal,
Baal-meon, afterwards changed by the Reubenites into
Beth-meon. Thence, in order that he imight see the
uimost part of Israel’s host, he brought him still further
north fo the top of Pisgah. Finally, in the last vain
attempt to conciliste the Deity by fresh sacrifices, he
led him to the top of Peor, which, following the topo-
graphical sequence, I would place where there are a group
of ruins on the summit of the ridge due west of Heshbon
and .exactly opposite Beth-Jesimoth, which is probably
identieal with the Jeshimon of Numb. xxxiii. 28.

Thus we have, with every reasonable probability, the
identification of the four sacriﬁcial stations of Balak and
Balaam.

"Abarim (Numb. xxxiii. 44, &c.) seems to have been the
general term for the whole mountain range from Gilead to
the Arnon.

Stbmah, probably the same w1th Slubam, named between
Elealah and Nebo (Numb. xxxii. 8), must have. been close
to Heshbon, but has not been yet recognised. It after-
wards passed again into the possession of Moab, as we
find from the prophets. ¢ The fields of Heshbon languish,
and the vine of Sibmak.” ¢ I will bewail with the weep-
ing of Jazer the vine of Sibmak’’ (Isa. xvi. 8, 98). “O
vine of Sibmah, 1 will weep for thee with the weeping of
Jazer”’ (Jer. xlviii. 82).

. Of other Reubenite cities named in connection with the
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above, as Kedemoth, Mephaath, and Nopha, nothing has
been re-discovered.

Minnith, mentioned as the place to which Jephthah
pursued the Amorites from Aroer (Judg. xi. 88) seems to
have been a district in the * Mishor "’ or downs of Moab,
the modern Belka, containing twemnty cities. It was then,
as now, a great comn-growing district, ‘the wheat of
Minnith” being celebrated by Ezekiel (ch. xxvii. 17).
The pame may perbaps be traced in Menjah, east of
Heshbon, and in Mahannah, farther south, visited by Irby
and Mangles.

The ancient south road from Heshbon to .Petra next
passes Dibon, now Dhiban, about 84 miles north of the
Arnon, one of the most celebrated of the Reubenite cities,
and now further remarkable for the discovery of the
Moabite Stone. Originally belonging to Moab, it had been
conquered by Eihon (Numb. xxi. 20), and fell to Israel on
his destruction. It was first rebuilt and occupied by Gad,
‘but finally allotted to Reuben from its situation. At
the period of the later prophets, like the rest of the
district, it had been resumed by Moab, and is mentioned
by Isaiah and Jeremiah in their denunciations of that
people.

Its ruins are extensive, and, like many other Moabite
eities, it has ocoupied two adjacent tells or low rounded
hills, surrounded by one continpous wall of circumvallation.
The Moabite Stone, discovered close to Dhiban in 1868,
by the Rev. F. Klein, is one of the most important monu-
ments of ancient times which has come down to us, though
now, unfortunately, since its discovery, broken and im-
perfect. It is, in fact, the contemperary Moabite aeeount
of the events recorded in 2 Kings iii., and shows how, after
the inroad upon Moab and the destruction of their cities
by the combined forces of Israel, Judah, and Edom,
Mesha, King of Moab, recovered his independence and
made Dibon his capital. The whole of this territory
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geems, from the burden of Isaiah and Jeremiah, to have
remained in the possession of Moab till the conquest by
Nebuchadnezzar.

The Dimon of Isaiah (xv. 9) is more probably to be
found at Dimnah, south of the Arnon, though, by a
far-fotched interpretation, it has been identified with
Dibon.

The ruins of Bezer, in the wilderness or downs (mishor),
the Bosor of the Apocrypha, have been recently discovered
by Mr. Palmer, little more than two miles south-west of
Dibon, now called Kasur el Besheir. They are on a
knoll, and are of some extent. Bezer was not only a
Levitical city, but was ope of the three cities of refuge east
of Jordan.

Some clue to the position of Minnith, and certainly a
most interesting illustration of the persistency of topo-
graphical nomenclature, as well a8 an illustration of the
minute accuracy of the Bible narrative, may be found in
the fact that a valley, or rather a gentle depression with
sloping sides, running for about four miles east of Dhiban,
is still called ¢ Kurm Dhiban,” the Vineyards of Dibon.
They are the old dykes or grass-grown ridges which mark
the sites of the vines; but for centuries not a vine has
grown here. But when we turn to Judges xi. 88 we read
that Jephthah, after his defeat of the Ammonites, ¢ smote
them from Aroer, even' till thou come to Minnith, even
twenty cities, and unto the plain of the vineyards, with a
very great slaughter.” :

Aroer, the frontier city of Reuben, was sitnated due
south of Dibon, on the edge of the ravine of the Arnon,
and is now called Ara’ar. The.ruins are utterly desolate.

The road from Aroer leads straight down the ravine,
and the ruins of the bridge across the Arnon may still be
seen. On the opposite brow probably stood Jahaz, now
Muhatel el Haj. There are still the ruins of a fort, and
the ravine is even here, so far from its entrance to the sea,
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of the tremendous depth of 1,600 feet. Jahaz or Jahazah,
a Levitical city of Reuben, was the scene of the decisive
battle in which Israel destroyed Sihon and the Amorites,
and gained possession of the first instalment of their land
(Numb. xxi. 28). It was evidently on the extreme south
border of Reuben ; yet, as the spot here named is south of
the Arnon, it is quite possible that Jahaz must be looked
for a little further north. Ziza hag been suggested. But
that is too far north and east.

The Arnon was the limit of the trans-Jordanic Pales-
tine. “From Arnen to Hermon "’ was equivalent on the
east side to ¢ from Dan to Beersheba ” on the west. The
river absolutely splits by its narrow chanpel the great
Moab range to their very base, for several thousand feet ;
yet its channel is hot more than one hundred feet wide.
Bouth of it Israel never extended their eonquests; while
those north of it were, as we have seen, soon lost, at
least as far as Heshbon. It is therefore difficult to sepa-
rate the history of Reuben from that of Moab.

There are many cities of Moab south of the Arnon,
whose names are preserved in the Arabic vernacular, but
all of them, with one solitary exeeption, are forsaken ruins,
One single town, that of Kerak, represents all that remains
of a kingdom which could once withstand the upited armies
of Israel, Judah, and Edom. On a hill four miles south of
the Arnon, the name of Shihan perpetuates the memory
of the town of Sihon, the Amorite conqueror.

Further south is Rabba, the ancient Rabbath-Moab,
once Ar of Moab and the capital of the nation, .but now
utterly desolate, though with the remains of magnificent
cisterns, countless tombs, and superb temples. SBome
of these latter are among the finest ruins in Eastern
Syria. And eight miles further south is Kerak, the ancient
Kir of Moab, or Kir-Haraseth, where King Mesha sacrificed
his eldest son to propitiate bis god Chemosh in his war
against Israel and Judah (2 Kings iii.).. .
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Kerak still has a population of 7,000 or 8,000. Its
history is continuous from the days of Moab. It was a
bishopric in the early Christian times, and was afterwards
the stronghold of the Crusaders east of Jordan. To the
perfidy and insolence of Raynald of Chatillon, lord of
Kerak, was due the fatal termination of the Great Crusade
by the battle of Hattin, a.n. 1187. Raynald, by his
refusal to make restitution for a caravan he had robbed,
provoked Baladin to muster his hosts for the complete
expulsion of the Christians. In the last Crusade the Emir
of Kerak, ao.n, 1288, captured Jerusalem and drove out
the knights.

Kerak, ¢ the nest in the rock > of Moab, was one of the
strongest natural fortresses in the world before the use of
cannon. It stands on the top of an almost isolated peak,
2,700 feet above the sea, and absolutely inaccessible
to cavalry.- Its crusading remains are magnificent.

The south-eastern corner of the lowland on the shores
of the Dead Sea, now the Ghor es Safieh, is one of the
richest and most luxuriant spots in the country. Its prin-
cipal town was Nimrim or Beth-nimrah, not to be con-
founded with the Beth-Nimrah opposite Jericho. It is
spoken of by Isaiah and Jeremiah. ¢ The waters of
Nimrim shall be desolate, for the hay is withered away,
the grass faileth, there is no green thing” (Isa. xv. 6).
The greenness, exuberant fertility, and plenteous fountains,
are still as marked as ever, but only a few Bedonins remain
there in their wretched huts. The ruins of Nemeireh
mark the site of an ancient city close to the shore of
the lake; but there is another in the mountains, at the
head of the waters, which is more probably the ancient
city.

We cannot leave this now desolate land of Moab without
recalling that David had Moabite blood in his veins from
his great-grandmother Ruth ; and that probably from this

AA
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family tie he placed his parents with the King of Moab for
safety during his wanderings from the face of Saul (1 Sam.
xxii. 8, 4). Afterwards, however, David made war on
Moab—we are not informed for what cause: possibly for
treachery to his parents—and put to the sword two-thirds
of the men (2 Sam. viii. 2). He thus reduced Moab to
servitude. With the exception of Solomon having had
Moabite wives, and erecting for their god Chemosh)' an
altar on the Mount of Olives, Moab only again comes in
contact with the history of Israel in its subjugation by
Omri, its revolt against Ahab, and the combined expedition
recorded in 2 Kings iii., 2 Chron. xx., and in the Moabite
Stone.

Afterwards Moab made forays into Israel (2 Kings
xiii. 20), and, in conjunction with Nebuchadnezzar, against
Judah (2 Kings xxiv. 2), the former by the fords of the
Jordan, the latter, as Mesha had before attempted, round
the south end of the Dead Sea.

On the return from the Captivity, Sanballat of Horonaim,
a Moabite, was the bitter enemy of the returned exiles.
From that time Moab as a nation dlsappears from hmtory,
and becomes a mere geograplncal expression.

THE END.



INDEX.

THE MODERN NAMES ARE IN ITALIOS,

Abarim, 349.

Abdeh, 9, 288,

Abdon, 288,
Abd-el-Maaz, 815.
Abel-beth-maachah, 276,
Abel-maim, 276.
Abel-Meholah, 226.
Abel-B;:gotﬁm, 830, 382.

Abez, 230,
yre
Abilene, 224.
Abilin, 249,

S
onis, 803.
Adoraim, 61.
Adraa, 812.
Adullam, 45, 67,
Adummim, 91,

Ain-el-Arus, 16
Ain-Dik, 97,
Ain-Feshkhah, 89,
Ain-Gadis, 4.
Ain-Hagila, 85, 90.
Aén-Haud, 122, 236.
Ain-Hash, 20.

Ain-Hazur, 270,
Ain-Jalid, 220,
Ain-Jidy, 86.
Ain-Kanah, 289,
Ain-Karim, 119,
Asn-Lifta, 119,
Ain- Mudawarah, 262,
Ain- Muweileh, 6.
Ain-Musa, 848,
Ain-Rimmon, 25.
Ain-Shems, 46.
Ain-Sultan, 94.
4in-Tabighah, 262.
Ain et Tin, 263,
Ajalon, 49, 333.
ylan, 89,
jlun, River, 829.
S i
un, , 821,
A’Hr, 84, 7

Akka, 286,

Akrabbim, 9.

Akra, 182, 135,

A?a, el (Mosque of),
56

Alammelech, 212,
Alemeth, 110.
Allon-Bachuth, 105,
Alma, 288,

Almon, 110,

Amad, 212.

Amatha (Baths), 821,
Amateh, 821, 829,
Amathus, 821, 829,
Ambkah, 287,

Ammdn, 835.
Ammaus, 257,
Axgorites, Mountain of,

Amdd, Wady, 262,
Amwds, b3, 76.
Anab, 58,
Anabharoth, 285,
Andta, 117, 271,
Anathoth, 117,

N

Aner, 201,
Anim, 58,
Antipatris, 53.
Antonia, Tower of, 136,
Aphaca, 308,
Aphek, 60, 221, 303, 308,
Aphek, 270,
Ar, Moab, 852,
Araar, 851,
i,
T8 e, 276,
Arabah, 246,
Arad, 11
Arak-el-Emir, 334.
Arak-el- Menshiyeh, 43.
Aram, 810, 811,
ArarahWMy, 16.
Araun: Threshin
floor of, 186,
Arba, 61.
Arbela, 821,
Archelais, 192,
Archi, 174,
Ard-el-Buttauf, 287,
Ard-el-Hamma, 254,
Argob, 309, 313.
Arish, Wady el, 2, 10,
Arnon, 77, 851.
Aroer, 16, 330, 851, 840,
‘Arrabeh, 200, 234, 246,

g-

Astaroth, 808.
Atédra, 114, 174,
Ataroth, 848,

Ataroth-Adar, 114, 174,



Amot.h-Tabor, 270.
Azotus, 32,
Baalah, 74,

Baal-Gad, 279,
Baal-Hermon, 281.

Banias, 278, 298,
Basaliyeh, 192,
Bashan, 306.
%‘%ma’om 7
athaniyeh, 806, 817,
Bath-Rabbim, 842,
Bealoth, 17
Beer-Astaroth, 308.
Beer-Baal, 17,
Beer-lahai-roi, b, 6.
* Beeroth, 110,
Beersheba, 20, 23,
308

Beirdt, 283, 300, 803.
Beuan, 214 229,
Beit-Aniin, 85 66.
Beit-Dgjan, 41, 62,
Beit-Haran, 832

B, 104,
Bea-.rﬂ.’., 34, 42,
Beitlahm, 246,

Beitlif, 276.
Beit-Neballak, 63, 176.
Beit-Nus, 43,

Beit-Sira, 175
Beit- Sir, 65.

INDEX.
Beit-Ummar, 66. Beth-shemesh, 271.
Beit-'ur-el-foka, 111. | Beth-Shittah, 226,
Beit-'ur-el-tahta, 111, | Beth-tappuah,.60,

Bels, 83. Bethulia, 200.
Belameh, 218. Beth-Zaur, 65, 66.

338, Betogabra, 34, 42,
Belus, 285, 330.
Beni-Shail, 20,

Benjamin, ch. V. p. 102. Bewdm, 132 187.
Beon, 346. Bileam, 225.’
Bemthah, 283, 308, Btreh 110.
Berothai 283. Birein, 25.
Beten, 212. Bir-Eyub, 121,
Bethabara, 99, 329. Bcrbe&-lcraol 155.
Bethanabra, 832, Birket-Mamilla, 158,
Beth-Anath, 271, Bir-es-Seba, 20.
Beth-Anoth, 65. Birket-Sultdn, 159,
Bethany, 123, 125. BirTebes, 230,
Betharabah, 85, 91. | Bittir, 74.
Beth-aram, 332. Bohan, Btone of, 91.
Beth-Arbel, 251, r, 850,
Bethaven, 105. Bostm, 316, 817,
geetlli-Birex,lgion’ 348, Bozez, ll(]).g 30&

th- .
Bethear, 115. Bozkathasz a5,
Bet.h-a.gon, 1, 52, 287.| Bozrah, 314, 815, 816.
Bethel, 24, 04 % Bozrah (Edom), 816
Beth-Emek, 28 Bukd'a, 272.
mi 55, g:r El’ o

155. , 816.

Beth-Gamul, 315, 316. Busasreh, el, 316,
Beth-Hacce re& Buttayf, Plain of, 250,
Beth-Haran, 382, Butneh, 330,
Beth-Hogla, 85, 90. Cabbon, 39.
Beth-Horon, 110,111,175,| Cabul, 239, 287,
Beth-Jemmoth 330, 332 53.

1, 849, Ceosarea Philippi, 278,
Bethlehem-Ephmh, 69, 279, 208.

74. Caiffa, 211,
Bethlehem-Zebulun, 246.| Cain, 59.
Beth-Meon, 816 Callirrhoe, 77, 841, 847.
Beth-marcaboth, 24. | Cana (of Galilee), 247,
Beth-Nimrah, Dead Sea,| Canatha, 224,
Beth-Nimrah, 99, 82 (c)"l har 8aba,2559§ 268,
- 6, a;

829, 882, | Carmel, Moun 205, 208,
Bethphage, 128. Carme.l (Judah), 60,
Beth- Pazzoz, 285. Chabour, 827, 840.
Beth-Pelet, 20. Chephar-Naammonai,
Beth-Peor, 845, 107,

Beth-Rehob, 275. Chephirah, 110,
Bethsaida, 264, 265. Gheﬁméidl.
Bethsaida Julias, 268. | Chesi
Bethshean, 214, 225,| Chesulloth, 232.

828, Chezib, 42.
Beth-shemesh, 46, 234, | Chinnereth, 258,



Chinnereth, Sea of, 258,

3286,
Chisloth-Tabot, 280,
Chlttu,

Choragzin, 267.
Colonm, 119,
Commons, 204.
Dabbasheth, 249,
Daberath, 282.
Dabr, 91,
Dalmanutha, 260,
Damascus, 224.
Dan, 375 76

275, 276,
Daumeh, 60.
Daunnh, b7.
David, City of, 182.
David Tomb of, 164,
Da.vtd, Tower of, 189.
Del)ecﬂpobir i 92124?]821 325.
Deir, 323 lm,
Doo’r-Baafu, 195.
Deir-Dubbdn, 45.
Deir- 106.
Deir-Ha: 249,
Desr-Shum, 271,
Der’s, 812,

Dial '.l‘uwa 1el, 227
b; Y 1,
leo

Dibon Gﬂd,334, 840,360,

INDEX.

Edh'ra, 811,

Edrei, 278,

B‘g“i) (Bashan), 805, 811,
12,

Eglon, 89.

Ekron, 84

Vall.e of, 46.
842,

En-Bogal, 121 122, 159,

En-Shemesh, 92, 122.
ggﬁ:m, M 178
oun
Ephraim, City of, 107.
L
rthama,
Fsalin, 47, 6
Esdad, 82.
Eadraelon, Plain of, 208,
227, 2;33
Eshcol, 6, 65.
Eahean, 60,

867

Gethsemane, 165,

9,
Gibeah of Saunl, 117,
Gibeon, 111, 112,
Gihon, Pool of, 158, 169.
Gilboa, 220, 223,
Qilead, 220, 818,
Gilg&l, 90, 196,

Gur, Asoent of, 217,
Guzzeh, 8
Habor, 321, 340,



858

Hadadah, 18.
Hadad-Rimmon, 201.
Hadattah, 18,
Hadid, 52.

Hadithet, 52.

Halah, 827.

Halhul, 65.

Hali, 212

Hamauh, 303,

Hammath, 256.
Hammon, 256, 288.
Hammoth-Dor, 256.
Hamiin, 288,
Hannathon, 250,
Haphrgun, 284,

27,
Haram esh Sherif, 145,
Harith, Wady, 106.
Harod, Well of, 220,
Harosheth, 275.
Har-rakkon, 50,
Hattin, 250,
Hauran, 306, 314,
Havoth-Jair, 810, 811,
Hazar-Addah, 9.
Hazar-Susar, 24,
Hazedhi, 275,
Hazezon-Tamar, 86,
Haz-ziz, 88.
Hazor, 17, 18, 176, 270,
Hawr-Aman, 18.
Hamr-Gaddah, 20,
Hazor-8h
Hebron, 61,
g:} h 275
ep.
elkath, 212,
Helkanh-ﬂamrim, 112,
Hepher, 193,
Hermon, 1.
Herod, Palace of, 140,
Herodmm, 67.
Heshbdn, 841,
Heshhon, 326, 841, 842,
‘g h:h, I? 1 of, 1569.
eze oo ol
Hezmeh, 118,
Hhaiffa, 211.
Hieromag, , 818, 821,
Hxln2r§om, Valley of, 120,
Hippi’cus, Towar of, 138,
Hippos, 224

INDEX.

Hiram’s Tomb, 296.
Holon, 57.
Hol{v Sepulchre, Church

Humtah, 60.

Ibleam, 218
Irbid, 251, 821,
Iron, 971,
Ir-Shemesh, 47,

, 119.
Issachar, ch. IX,, p. 218,
Tsawiyeh (El), 123.
thnan, 17,
Ittah-kazin, 247,
Itureea, 806, 308,

Jaazer, 334,
Jabbok. 318 820, 822,

Jabesi. 323

Jabesh’ Gllead, 293, 822,

8
Jal
Jabnee 84, 276.
Jacob’s Well, 187,
Jaﬁ‘a, 50 61,

m‘ﬁi )
851.
an
Janohail. 190.
Janum, 60.
Japhia, 240.
J aphletl. 174,
Japho, 50, 51.
Jarmuth, 45, 218,
Jattir, 657.
Jaukm 306, 807,
Jazer, 832 338, 840,
Jeba, 109,
Jebdga, 246.

Jebeil, 283,
Jebel-Ajlun, 324,

Jebel Attarus, 348.
Jebel Duhy, 233.
Jebel esh Sheikh, 280,
Jebel Fureideis, 67.
Jebel Fukua, 221,
Jebel Jilad, 818.
Jebel Nebbeh, 343,
Jebel Osha, 322, 832.
Jebel et Tur, 28,
Jebel Usdum, 78,
Jedur, 66, 806, 808.
Jefat, 249,
J ehoiahaphat (Valley of),

Jehud, 50.
Jeid, River, 77.
Jeib (Wady), 9.
Jelbon, 221,

49,
Jetur, 308, 327.

Jordan, Fords of, 99.

goseph, Tﬁzg&; ng, 189.
otopata, , 287.

Tadan, ch. 1L, p.27,IIL,

p. 65, IV., p. 76.

Jurrah, 20,

Juttah 59,

Ksbzeel 16.

Kadesh Barnes, 8, 6, 266.

Kadis, 256,

Kana el Jelil, 247,



Kanah, River, 192,
Karkaa, 9

Karkor, 814,
Kartan, 271,
Kartor, 248,
Kasimiyeh, River, 297,
Kasliy, 24.

- Kasur el-Besheir, 850.
Katna, 246,
Kattath, 246.
Katunith, 246,
Kedes, 278,
Kedesh, 235, 256.
Kegdfsh—Naphtal.i, 278,

4

Kedemoth, 849,

Kedron, 121, 122, 129,
130, 150,

Kefir, 110.

Kefr Auna, 52.

Kefr Chittai, 255,

Kelt, Wady, 92.
Kenath, 810, 811, 812,
Kerak, 256, 852, 853.
Kerkerah, Wady, 271.
Kerazeh, 267,

Kerioth, 818, 814, 316.
Kerioth-Hezron, 18,
Keziz, Valley of, 92.
Khassah, Wady, 192.
Khawr el Kataf, 91.

Kir-Haraseth, 852,
Kiriathaim, 813, 348,
Kirjathaim, 340.
Kirjathain, 271.
Kirjath Arba, 61.
Kirjath Baal, 74,
Kirjath-Huzoth, 348,
849,
Kirjath-Jearim, 75.
Kirjath-Sannah, 58.

g

INDEX.

Kishon, 201, 209,
Kithlish, 89.
Kitron, 246, 248.
Kubbet es Sakhra, 145.
Kulat el Husn, 269, 308,
Kulonieh, 119,
Kunawdt, 812,
Kureitun, 18,
Kureiyat, 8438,
Kureiyeh, 818, 316.
Kurict el Enab, 74,
ﬁurmulwlg, 6%8 210,
urn, Wady, 288.
Kurn BurtaZeh, 190.
Kurnub, 17,
Kuseib, Wady, 15,
Kuseib, River, 77,
Kugeir, 17,
Lachish, 36, 89.
Lahman, 40.
IA;;);, 47, 275, 276, 277,

, 202,
gah, 306, 809, 810,

ﬁontes, River, 297.

Libnah, 43,

Litany, River, 297.

Livias, 832,

Mahaneh-
Mahannah, 349,
Mahlul, 239,
Mahneh, 824,
Ma'in, 3a6.

Makran, 105.
Makkedah, 40, 41.
Mala, Wady, 85.
Mulathx?yl .
Malek, Wady el, 212.
Mamre, 65.
Manasseh, ch. VL
p. 196, and ch. XI.
p. 805, XIV., p. 81§
Maon, 18, 60,
Maralah, 249,

Marash, 42,
Mardes, Mons, 66,
Marazz Wady, 9.
Mar Elyas, 210.
Mareshah, 42.
Mariamne, Tower of,

189.
Marsaba, 122,
jlélasada, 88,

in, 4,

Mmﬁ, 298,
Medeba, 845, 346. -
Megiddo, 201, 208.
Me-jarkon, 50.
Mejdel, 40, 260.
Menjah, 849.
Mephaath, 849.
Mery Ayin, 276,
Merom, 272.
Merom, Waters of, 271.
Meroz, 227,
Meshhad, El, 247.
Meshrifeh, EL, 7.
Mezar, 218.
Mi‘ar, 287,
Michmash, 108, 109.
Michmetbah, 192.
Middin, 85.
Midyeh, el, 112.
Migdal-El, 271.
Migdalgad, 40.
Migdol, 220, 260.
Migron, 105.
Milh (ED), 18.

Millo, 185,

ili[lipmg:h, 21149", 851,
inydy, 24,

Misgeal’, 212,

Mishor, 824, 838, 846.

Mispak, 113, 320,
i 40, 320, 822
3%’:11’ )y y s

Mizpeh, Plain of, 272.
Mizpeh-Gilead, 522, 324.
Mizzeh, 119,



Nobah, 312 814.

Nodab, 308 827,

Nop! 849,

Oli ount of, 165, 166.

8311523637
1, 186, 137.
105,

O , 107, 200,

Oreb, Rock, 226,

INDEX.
Orma, El, 190. Remeth, 218,
Ovman, 316 ﬁmon—&ethoar, 247,
Oytin-Kara, XV,
Padmmm, 319 ben’ - P
Pan Rita (Er), 94.
Parah, 109 Rimmon, 107,
g:lli:’& éledefng;s of, 8.| Rithma, Wady, 6.
8, 82 3.  |Rogelim, 325,
Peniel, 820, 828 Ruad, 288,
Penuel, 820, 528, Rubudiyeh, 262
Peor, 830, 849, Ruhdibeh, 18,
Phasaelia, 100, Rujum Selameh, 18,
P Tower of, 189. Rx 201, 247,
Philadelphia, 217, 835. | Sqfah (Es), 9.
Philij 316 ed, 210,
Philistia, , B 27. | Saida, 298, 802.
Pheenicia, 282, 288 Sair, 60,
Pirathon, 193, Sdkdt, 194, 828,
ngah, 480, 349, 843, gmﬁ,aos 814, 819,
em, 1
Pnephinus, Tower of, 189,
141, Balt (Es), 833,
Ptolemais, 286, Samaria, 197, 199,
aas tania (Mount), Sammir, 1942.
Rabba, 852. Sanur, 200,
Rabbah, 74, 326, 835, | Saphir, 40.
Rabbath-Ammon, 224, |Sarepta, 298,
826, 385, Sarid, 249,
Rabbath-Moab, 852, Saron, 102,
Babblth, 234, Sawafir, 40,
Sohi'in, 284,
Rahait, W.u%y 129, opolis, 224.
ita, 2, 7, 8,
Bebaste, 198,
gf’ 2131 'gis. msebw" o, 198.
Ba.mathum Zophlm,llt 86.
Ramath Negel ieh, 246,
Ramath-Mizpe! 822. Setlun, 176,
R aTe ™,
o y
h (Gilead), 841, m Wady, 1i4
Ramoth-Gilead, 32,888 Wady, 269
Rapl emda, 58,
Ras-el-Abiad, 282, Seneh, 108,
Ras-el-Ain, 53, Sepphoris, 246.
Ras F-Flvfzéab, a8 Sha.arl:ilzz o
es 3
Ras-en-Nakura, 288, Shahazimah, 234,
, 225. Shafat, 118.
Rehob, 225. Shasb, Wady, 829,
Rehob, 288 Shahmeh, 44.
Rehoboth, 13, Shalem, 189,
Rekem, 119 Shamir, 57, 194.



INDEX.
Sharaim, 44, Buweikeh, 48, 58.
8haron, 102, BSuweinit, Wady, 109,
Sheba, 18, Sycaminum, 211.
Shebam, 849. , 184,
Shebarim, 108, 201,
Shechem, 179, 189, Taannath, Shiloh, 192,
Shechem, Plain of, 179. | Ta’anuk, 201,
Shef-Amar, 248, Tabbath, 226,
Shema, 18, Tabakat Fahil, 828,
Shen, 116. Tabigah, el, 262,
Shenir, 280, Tabor, 232, 288.
Sheriat-el- Mandhur, Ri- | Tahtim-hodshi, 834,

wver, 806, Tas; , 107,
Shicron, 84, Te 198,

Shihon, 284, 851. Tana, 192,

Shihor Libnath, 285. Tanach, 201,
Shilhim, 25. Te , 54.
Shiloh, 176, 179, Tappuah, 47, 192,
%ll:?da,“hé(} Sl '{:mm, ’13&'

7 . 119.
Shimron, 289, Taricheea, 256,
Bhittim, 99, 830. Teffah, 61.

Shulam, 221, 228, Teim, Wady, Et, 278,
Shunem, 221, 228, 'ekoah, 66,

Shutia, 226, Tekua, 66,

Sibmah, 849, Telaim, 17,

Siddim, Vale of, 83. Tel’at el Damm, 91.
Sidon, 298, Telem, 17,

Siloam, 162. Tell Arad, 11,
Siloam (Pool of), 160, | Tell Ashtereh, 808.

162, Tell Athar, 48.
Simeon, ch, L, p. 15. Tell Azur, 176.
Simunig{e)h, 289. Tell Dibbwn, 276.
Sion, 280, Tell el Hajar, 105,
Siram, Wady, 25. Tell Harah, 278.
Sirion, 280. Tell Hum, 265, 266.
Sismah, 840, Tell Hum, Wady, 267.
Sitnah, 12, Tell Kadi, 278.
Sochoh, 44, 58, Tell Kaimon, 204.
Sodom, 80, 83, Tell Kassis, 209,
Solomon, Temple of, | Tell Kison, 285.

144, 168. Tell Kuraibeh, 278,
Solomon, Porch of, 157, | Tell Main, 60,
Solomon, Pools of, 67. | Tell Moghyfer, 91.
8t. Stephen’s Gate, 150. | Tell es Samak, 211.

i 279, 287, Tell esh Shummam, 239,
Sucootl;,zlsm, 828, %’dl bfi'l:l:;,ch, v22ﬁ .
Sukot, 328, ‘erel of,
Sulem, 228, 119, v
Sulkhad, 814, 815, Thebez, 198, 280.

118. Tiberias, Sea of, 254,
Bumt, a%yd 44, 257,
Sumrah, 100, Tibnah, 46.
Sir, 289. Tibneh, 194, 822, 824.
Surafend, 298. Tibnin, 287,
Burah, 46. Tih, Desert of, 2,

BB

|

861

Timnach.Pores, 194,
-Peres, 194,
imnath-Serah, 194,
Tina, 40

198.

)
Tyropsen, 129, 188
n, 129, 188,
Tyrus, 289,
Tzor, 289,
Um el Ashera, 226,
Um el Amad, 212,
Um er Rumamim, 25,
Um el Jemal, 815,
Um Keis, 821,
gmmﬂi; 288. "
rtas, Valley of, 67.
Uzzen-Sherah, 175,
Valll‘igy, Gate of the,

Water-gate, 143.



INDEX,

Zcrm, 218,
Zcrba-]lam, 841, 842,
846.

Zerba, River, 818,
Zerka, Wady, 826,
Zernuka, 84,

Ziara, 845,

Zib, 288,

Zlddun, 258,
Zidon, 298, 299,
Ziklag, 9, 25.

LONDON.

8,9.
?J’n, iuoum, 182,

Zuwctrah 18,

Pamxrap »r Jas. Tavscorr axp Sox,

Suffolk Lane, City.



PUBLICATIONS

OF THE

~

Sogiely for Promoting Christian Hnowledge,

ModqftlweWorbmaybehadmmmtalbmdmyn,MM

edges, at a small extra charge,
g
A Tare or Two BrorHERS, By James F., Cobb, Esq.

18mo. cloth boards, 16
ARCHIE GREY ; or, Doing it Heartily. By the Author of

“ Harry’s Bat.tles, &c. 18mo. cloth boards .......ccceeee.. 1 0
BaTTLE WORTH FieHTING, The, and other Stories. Fcp

8vo. cloth boards 20
BEN WENTWORTH'S REVENGE. By the Author of the

¢ Confirmation Class.” 18mo. cloth boards ............... 16
CARPENTER'S FAMILY, The : a Sketch of Village foe. By

Mrs, Joseph Lamb (Ruth Buck). With four full-page

engravings on toned paper. Crown 8vo. cloth boards.... 2 0
OHARLIE DoUGLAS'S VISIT TO A MIssION STATION. By a

Sister of the late Bishop Mackenzie, For Children,

Fecp. 8vo. cloth boards “w 1 86
CHARLEY WATSON, the Drunkard’s Little 8on .......cccceeeseee 1 6
CHURCH OF THE PATRIAROHS. Fcp. 8vo. limp Cloth voeee 1 0
CoALs oF FIRB : a Tale of Indian Life. 18mo, cloth boards, 1 0
CROYLAND ABBEY: an Historical Sketch. By the Rev.

Geo G. POHZI' Author of “ History of the Crusades,”

16
Dmnouvrvopﬂn.n, AND BOME LADB WHO CLIMBED IT, 18mo, 1
EAnm’s MANY Voioes. First and Second Series. With
illustrations on toned paper. Royal 16mo. extra cloth,

Gilt €AZEB..cciererriinriiinntannnitiiieisinsinnnennenee each 0

The two series in one volume ..... 0

- Eva's VIOTORY, 18mo, cloth boards 0

GoLD-STONE BROOOH, The, 18mo. cloth boards 0
_GRANNIE'S WARDROBB; or, The Lost Key. 18

boards 0
GRETCHEN'S TROUBLES. 18mo. cloth boards. 0
HERBERT GRAHAM. 18mo. cloth boards..... 0
HisTORY OF FRANCE. From the Earliest

Second Empire, 2 vols. fep. 8vo. cloth boards .. 0
HoME IN SOUTH AFRICA. By the Author of ¢ Along

the Zulus.,” Feop. 8vo. cloth boards ...... "y 6
HueH WYNFORD; or, The Cousin’s Revenge, Fcp. 8vo.

cloth boards..... 20
“Ir Isn'r RIGHT;” or, Frank Johnson’s Reasons, By Mrs,

Joseph Lamb (But.’h Buck) 16



PUBLICATIONS OF THE SO0IETY,

JANET THORNE ; or, Home Duties First. 18mo. cloth boards
JoY OF WBLL-DOING, The. 18mo. cloth boards........;ceeuue..s
JUANITA ; a Peninsular Story for Youn People, By AH,
En Esq. Crown 8vo. cl cesrssesraseannans
LIKE AND UNLIKR., 18mo. cloth bouds ..................
LINDA. By the Author of “ Maude Grenville.” Crown 8vo.
LI cloigh ﬁvrds The Y Royalis
ONEL'S ENGE ; oOF, e Youn, ts. Fep. 8vo.
cloth boards........... 8 o
MARGARET LmLm. Fcp. 8vo. cloth boards .........ceeeveennnns
MARGARET VERRE. By the Author of « Woodbury Farm.”
Fep. 8vo. cloth boards

MARTIN HILU'S CHARGE. 18mo0. Cloth DOATAS wevereererersees
MOTHERLRESS LAnsc.lThe or, George West and his Brother
Tom. 18mo.

My SUNDAYS, AND WHAT SHALL I DO WITH THEM ? Taken
from Life. Fcp. 8vo. cloth boards.....cceeeiseneeeccrsnencese
Non};n(l)gﬁ,s The : a Tale of Radford Village. Fep . cloth

NATURAL HISTORY OF BIRDS, The : a Popular Intmductmn '

to Ornithology. By T. Rymer Jons %Esq R.8. ......

NATURAL HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, .i}y the Rev.
H, B. Tristram, M.A., F.L.8. ..

PHILIP MAVOR ; or, Life among the Kaffirs, By W. H G.
Kingston, Esq 18mo, cloth boards .........c.e...

PHILLIS; or, The Jealous One. 18mo. cloth boards .

PIOTURES AND STORIES FOR LITTLE CHILDRES, By Isabella
E. Glennie, 18mo, cloth boards ...ccveeecssecicnsnesancsannne

PITOAIRN. By the late Rev. T. B. Murny, M.A, Fcp. 8vo.
cloth boards

PoorR LiTTLE GASPARD'S DRUM: a Tale of the French
Revolution. Fep. 8vo. Cloth BORIAS ...vvecreessneenresnnnenss
RECOLLECTIONS OF A VISIT TO BRITISH KAFFRARIA. Fcp.
8vo. cloth boards
RICEARD ROWE'S PARCEL: A Btory for Boys. 18mo. cloth
boards .....
RoB NIXOK, THE OLD WrITE TRAPPER. By W. H. G.
ngston 18mo. cloth bOArds ..eccreerevsrrerunsensaness
RUPERT OF TH INB. The History of a Brave Prince,
Mary C. Bushe. Fep. 8vo. cloth boards ...............

SANDWICH Ismnns AND THEIR PROPLE, The. By M. A,
Donne, Author of “ Denmark and its People,” &c. Fep.
8vo. cloth boards.
TALES AND ALLEGORIES, On toned paper, demy 16mo. gilt

edges ..
WRECK OF THE OSPREY, The a Story for Bo, Fep. 8vo.
cloth boards. " b

DEPOSITORIES :

Hﬁnwnwp—-v—n—tqwmHHHN&HMM:@MH’E

[

-]

17, GREAT QUEEN 8TREET, LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS ; 4, ROYAL EXCHANGE
48, PIOCAD; BOOKSELLERS.

ILLY ; AND BY ALL



